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In anticipation of Holy Week and 
Easter, Trinity has put together a 
small kit of items for you and your 
family to have at home  –  serving as 
a small way to join us together while 
we worship apart.

On Saturday, April 4, from 12-2 PM, 
Easter Kits will be available for you 
to conveniently drive through and 
pick up. Please use the drive through 
entrance of the main Sanctuary at 
the Oxmoor campus.

While our buildings and offices remain closed, Trinity is still here for you. 
If you need to contact the church, please do so by calling 205.879.1737 or by 
emailing trinity@trinitybirmingham.com.

Our pastors are also available for you and may be reached by either the 
Care Line #: 205-868-9709 or by the PASTOR on call #: 205-538-3682.

www.trinitybirmingham.com/healthandsafetyFOR YOU

WE ARE
HERE

TRINITY
Easter Kits

 Saturday, 
April  4
12-2 PM
• drive through •

Watch the church website,
www.trinitybirmingham.com

for more details on 
Holy Week and Easter.



A Note from Pastor Brian

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

Join us online throughout the week for e-programming during this 
time of social distancing. On this E-NEIGHBORHOOD page on the 
church website, there is an extensive list of some new ways that
Trinity can stay connected as a church. Check it out - and plug in!
NOTE: All Trinity Facebook pages are publicly shared & can be accessed without a 
Facebook account.

worship online
We will continue to have ONLINE

worship services on Sundays. 
[ Join us at 8:30 & 11 AM ]

Services are live-streamed on the Trinity 
Facebook page located at:
www.facebook.com/trinityumcbirmingham/
Click on the Videos tab. (Facebook account not required)

Services may also be found on the Trinity 
Youtube channel located at:
TrinityUMC Birmingham.

Note: All services are archived on both 
Facebook and Youtube – allowing you to 
watch at any time that is convenient.

RADIO BROADCAST
Another Sunday worship option is through our radio 
broadcast. Our service airs weekly on Sunday morning 
beginning at 9 AM on stations 1070AM and 99.5FM. 
We hope you will tune in and worship with us.

Let us know you are in attendance! 
Whether worshipping via radio or live stream, please 
remember to use the online attendance & giving form 
found at: http://bit.ly/1400attendance

I don’t enjoy trying times, and I doubt the honesty of anyone who claims to 
enjoy difficult seasons of life. They test us in ways we are not ready for, they 
bring to light questions that most days we are pretty good at avoiding, and they 
often leave us wondering what we can trust. But despite my distaste for difficult 
days, there is no question that God uses them. 

Some of you have heard me tell the story of my call to preach, which came 
during my last semester of seminary (I’ve always enjoyed doing things out of 
order), when I was required to take a preaching class that most of my class-
mates had knocked out in their first year. I put it off for as long as possible, 
because I knew I did not want to be a preacher.

In order to graduate, however, there was this lingering course requirement.  
Fortunately for me, most of the class was reading and critiquing other people’s 
sermons, and I love critiquing other people’s work. But to pass the class, I had 
to preach one sermon in front of my professor and my peers.

On the night before I had to preach, I stayed up all night reading commentar-
ies and looking for cute sermon illustrations so I could cobble together three 
points and pass the class. My text was from Genesis 50, where Joseph (of the 
amazing technicolor dreamcoat) weeps and forgives his brothers for selling him 
into slavery, generally upending his life, and robbing him of his family.  If you 
remember, Joseph has all the power in that story, he can easily extract revenge, 
but instead, he forgives.

Joseph utters a simple line in that story, “Even though you intended to do harm 
to me, God intended it for good…” (Genesis 50:20). As I sat in a pile of books, 
reading through other people’s stories, trying to force out a sermon for a grade, 
God spoke to me in a way He never had before. It wasn’t an audible voice, 
nothing in the room caught on fire, but I began to think about my own life story, 
and how often the most broken parts of my story had been the places where 
God had done the best work in me.

I was trying to write a sermon, but in the end, the sermon wrote me (as is still 
the case most of the time), as I looked back over my own life journey and saw 
how much of my faith was shaped in moments I never would have chosen for 
myself. The beauty of Joseph’s line is the promise that, while God didn’t cause 
it, God can certainly use it. 

It’s how I’ve come to understand passages like Romans 8:28 (often taken out 
of context), where Paul writes “all things work together for good for those who 
love God,” which makes it sound like everything will be easy street for people 
who know Jesus. But that’s not what Paul is saying at all. In that chapter, Paul 
describes our current state with words like “sufferings of this present time” 
(8:18), “futility” (8:20), “bondage to decay” (8:21), “groaning” (8:22-23), and 
“weakness” (8:26).

When Paul writes that “all things work together for good” for followers of 
Jesus, he is not saying that life works out for those who love God, rather he’s 
saying those who love God will have to learn to believe that as an act of faith, 
because life will often look like a mess. And our work, in those broken mo-
ments, is to believe not only that God can work with broken pieces, but that He 
does His best work with us when we are broken.

You are collectively in my prayers in a way that I’ve never experienced before 
as a pastor, because I foolishly and faithfully believe that God will make some-
thing out of this. The world needs the church like never before, and the church 
needs every one of us doing our part to follow His lead.

In the Name of the One who intends it all for good,



Missions& outreach

Questions about Missions & Outreach 
Contact Kristan Walker at 205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

To volunteer with Missions & Outreach
Contact Liza Spencer at 205-879-1737  |  lspencer@trinitybirmingham.com

WAYS TO HELP NOW...
Love your actual neighbors. You are likely finding more opportunities than 
normal to check in with each other multiple times a week, or maybe even daily 
by simply talking across your yards. Take this time to learn their story, and 
encourage each other during this time.

Donate blood. If you are able, this is a crucial need now and so easy to do.

Support our ministry partners. Drop off donations or meals (or use meal 
delivery services) to First Light and Firehouse Ministries.

Prepare lunches for those living without shelter. Drop off sandwiches, 
oranges, crackers, etc. at 70 Lakeshore Dr., Homewood weekdays 12-2 PM.

Pick up food from the Community Food Bank to support the Backpack 
Ministry and Food Share Ministry. 

Support our Backpack Ministry. Assemble the food packs at Trinity with your 
family and/or take the food packs to Homewood Middle School.

Participate in our Food Share Ministry. Come on Tuesday afternoons to help 
set up the Food Share and/or help distribute food in the drive through line.

Practically support the households of medical professionals. If you know 
someone working overtime, offer to run errands for them, or do their yard work 
for them (or maybe even pay someone in need of cash to do their yard).

Have a meal delivered to a local MICU. These unexpected, free meals can 
be a great morale booster to those working in healthcare.

Give to Trinity’s Lenten Offering. Every penny given will support our 24 min-
istry partners – organizations that provide shelter, education, and health care to 
individuals and families in need in Alabama and beyond.

welcome!new members
Elizabeth & TJ Hamon
The Hamons joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church and by vows from another 
Christian denomination. Elizabeth is store manager at 
Bella Bridesmaid and TJ is a Perfusionist at UAB.  
They have a son, Baylor.

Ashley & Chris Pickens
Ashley and Chris joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination. Ashley works as a service lead 
for Winn Dixie. Chris works in security for Doller.

Rachel Burchfield (not pictured)
Rachel joined Trinity by transfer from another United Methodist 
Church. She is a writer for the Birmingham Business Alliance.

Daniel O’Keefe
Daniel joined Trinity by profession of faith. He is a 
process engineer for Evonik Corp.

Nancy Lewis
Nancy joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist Church. She works in sales for Mspark.

Brooke and Will Ferrell
The Ferrells joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. Will is a Finance Risk 
manager for BBVA and Brooke is a Marketing analyst 
for Hibbett Sports.

Kate and Mace Muse
The Muses joined Trinity by vows from another Christian 
denomination. Mace works in commercial real estate for 
Grandbridge and Kate is an account manager for USI 
Insurance companies.

Cherie and Wes Smith
The Smiths joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist Church. Wes is employed by St. Vincent’s.

Crawford and Troy Daniel
The Daniels joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church and by vows from another 
Christian denomination. Troy is a CAD/CAM specialist 
for Burdette Dental Lab and Crawford is a Child Life 
specialist at Children’s Hospital.

During this season of physical separation,  
Trinity West Homewood has created “Care Circles.”  

Lay leaders are calling a circle of Trinity West members and 
active guests each week as a way to offer continued spiritual 
care. If you attend Trinity West and haven’t gotten a phone 

call yet, this means we need your phone number.  
Contact Rev. Matt at mandrews@trinitybirmingham.com  

to give us your number today.

TRINITY WESTcare circles

THANK YOU BRITNELL FAMILY 
for preparing sandwiches for our homeless neighbors downtown. 

never too young to serve



Trinity’s annual middle school Discovery Weekend 
was held last month, March 6-8.

400 students and over 150 adult leaders came 
together to connect with God and friends – and to 
learn how to grow deeper in their faith. 

Thank you to the hundreds of Trinity volunteers that 
made this  beautiful weekend possible.

Photo location: Camp Sumatanga

The past few weeks 
have been anything 

but noRmal. 
The Trinity family 

has gone 
above and beyond 

to help our neighbors
and love

one aNOTHER.
If you have a compelling story to share about a fellow Trinity member serving others during this time, 
please submit it, along with a photo, to Haley Smith at hsmith@trinitybirmingham.com. Thank you!

Wooden Yard Crosses Available
A Trinity Lenten tradition returns! Wooden yard crosses are now 
available for your front yard. These are complimentary and may be 

picked up at anytime outside of the Fellowship Hall door of 
 the Trinity Oxmoor campus.



Dear Church Family,
One of the challenges of not meeting in person on Sunday is that 
we don’t have an opportunity for a weekly offering. We aren’t given 
the opportunity to pass the peace or the plate. Gifts placed in our 
offering plates make up over 35% of our annual budget and 70% of 
our outreach giving. If you are home and wondering how you can 
“be the church” in this unprecedented time, when service oppor-
tunities are limited, when fears and uncertainties are high…we are 
passing you the plate. We want to continue to feed our neighbors 
as long as we are able. We want to continue to pay the teachers of 
our children, staff members who care for our facilities, and those 
creating ministry opportunities.

Please join me and my family as we continue to support the minis-
try of the church. Most importantly, if you are home and you need 
the church, please reach out. We are here for you.

With love in Christ the one who gives us hope,

Laura Ellis
Executive Director 

Pass the Plate...

• ONLINE – To make a gift online, please visit 
trinitybirmingham.com/giving, click on the 
banner “Online Giving” and follow the prompts.  

• MAIL – You may mail your cash or check to the 
church office at 1400 Oxmoor Road, Birmingham, 
AL 35209. 

• ALTERNATIVE  GIVING – To make an alterna-
tive gift, contact lellis@trinitybirmingham.com. 

For any other giving needs, please give us a call at 
205-879-1737 or email us at  
trinity@trinitybirmingham.com.

Ways to Give:

For Zoom access, please contact Jodi Haskins at 
jhaskins@trinitybirmingham.com

YOGA
Mon • Wed • Fri

on zoom

ONLINE

• For a link to participate, email Julie at jwright@trinitybirmingham.com •

The annual Easter Egg Hunt
on Saturday, April 4
has been

CANCELED
Watch TrinityKids online for fun 
activities to do at home!


