TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

DECEMBER 2020
VOL. 54 NO.12

ADVENT | 2020

Rejoices

THE WEARY WORLD

Christmas Eve Services

In-Person
Oxmoor

Online

Personal Communion

Children's Service

Come and go at any time during these two hours for an intimate
time of family or individual worship and communion.
No Reservation Required

TrinityKids Facebook page

1:00-3:00 PM | Sanctuary

•

Candlelight Communion
4:00 & 6:00 PM | Sanctuary

Rev. Brian Erickson will lead these traditional services
of Christmas with music, word, candlelight and communion.
Reservation Required - trinitybirmingham.com/worship
Limited Nursery Available (Register by Dec. 18)

Trinity West Homewood

8:00 AM

Traditional Oxmoor Service
Premiering at
4:00 PM

Trinity Facebook page
Trinity Youtube Channel

Trinity West Homewood Service
4:00 PM

Trinity West Homewood Facebook page

Personal Communion

12:00-2:00 PM | TWH Sanctuary

Come and go at any time during these two hours for an intimate
time of family or individual worship and communion.
No Reservation Required
•

Outdooor Christmas Eve
4:00 PM | TWH Front Lawn

Gather for this casual outdoor service which will feature
hot cocoa, carols, communion and candlelight.
Reservation Required - trinitywesthomewod.com

* Due to the pandemic and the possibility of mandated
restrictions, services are subject to change or cancellation.

See inside
for other special
Christmas Services
and Events

A Note from Pastor Brian
“But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish… The people who walked
in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on
them light has shined.” – Isaiah 9:1-2
My grandfather, who didn’t set out elaborate Christmas decorations, did possess some
tacky things he had purchased back in the 50s that got set out in the same places every
Christmas. But beginning with the year that we lost my grandmother, those decorations
didn’t come out anymore. They stayed in the attic every Christmas afterwards.
And maybe it was just because he was getting too old to climb up there, but I don’t
think so. Those lights didn’t look the same without his spouse.
There is a sense for some of you, I know, that the holidays are less than holy days, especially this year. Between the pandemic, spiritual and physical weariness, racial injustice,
political divisiveness, the hunger pangs for normalcy — the lights and the trees and the
smells and sounds of the holidays have a hollow nature to them this year.
The fact of the matter is, no matter what the songs on Magic 96 say, this is not the
most wonderful time of year for everyone. Every form of human sadness, every type
of depression, every sickness of the heart, escalates as we move through the Christmas
season, and we bear a collective grief this year. And maybe because this season is so
filled with nostalgia, with tradition, with memories, both good and bad, we can sometimes discover we are not doing as well as we thought we were doing.
The fact of the matter is, to be human is to be this combustible mixture of hope and
heartbreak. It’s to live in the tension of both, and not give in to the temptation to believe
that everything is perfect or that everything is pointless.
Isaiah declares that God has a special love for those living in darkness, living in uncertainty, living in pain, and it is their eyes that will be the first to see the light of God’s
coming dawn, that a day is coming when our gloom and anguish will be replaced by the
presence of God.
True Christmas is not the Christmas that the stores are selling, it’s not the Christmas of
worrying about who you have to buy presents for or send cards to, it’s not the Christmas
of Hallmark happy endings and impossibly normal families.
It’s the folks who live in a place of darkness choosing still to cling to the light, believing
against all odds, that the light still shines, even if we can’t quite comprehend it right now.
It’s people practicing hope, trusting in the goodness of their God, even when life does
not go according to the script we had written. It’s believing that we are not alone, even
when the world tries to tell us we are.

a Contact

Christmas

sunday, December 20
Trinity’s popular
CONTACT Christmas
service returns.
Join us for a fun, bluegrass style
sing-along of carols and hymns.
Enjoy special stories of Christmas
and be entertained by festive music –
led by John-Mark and the band.

Presented IN PERSON:
8:30 AM • 10:45 AM • 6:00 PM

This is why hope is so hard, and why hope is so important. Because the light still
shines, even if we can’t see it. And a day is coming when God will finish this work he
started so long ago, of moving us all from darkness to light.

The Nave - Wesley Hall
Reservation Required
RSVP: www.trinitybirmingham.com/worship

Jesus is on the way, and it’s those who have walked in the darkness who will have the
eyes to see it.

Premiering ONLINE:
6:00 PM

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR
berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

Trinity Facebook Page
Trinity Youtube Channel

a real treat for the season

trinitykids
advent wreath workshop, NOVEMBER 29

Families! Join us at 2 PM at Trinity West Homewood for a time to make your family’s advent
wreath. We will have materials and will have some brief teaching about the symbolism that helps
us get ready to welcome the Christ child. Register at www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids

A NIGHT IN BETHLEHEM, DECEMBER 5 & 6

Journey back to the night that Jesus was born. Register your family for a time to be counted at
the census table and proceed through the marketplace of Bethlehem. Our journey will culminate
in a visit to the humble stable where all can see baby Jesus. Follow the star to this amazing interactive experience of Christ’s birth! First walk begins at 4:30 PM, last walk begins at 7:30 PM.
Registration is required – to reserve your time slot visit: www.trinitybirmingham.com/bethlehem
Note: Rain dates are Dec. 12 & 13

PREPARING THE MANGER

PreK/K MONDAY @ 10am via Zoom / 1st-5th TUESDAY @10am via Zoom
Connect with other TrinityKids as we prepare to welcome baby Jesus. You can join us from
wherever you are celebrating Christmas! Zoom links will be added to the Virtual Gathering
Place throughout December. Find this info at www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids
Note: We will not hold in-person TrinityKids Connect groups in the month of December

CHURCHWIDE CHRISTMAS CAROLING EVENT, DECEMBER 18 & 19

Make plans for your family to participate in this fun Homewood neighborhood event sponsored
by our Music Department. See details printed to the right.
Join us on Facebook:

TrinityKids

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737 | echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

young adults
TUESDAY EVENINGS
SMALL GROUP STUDY

7-8 PM

Are you in your 20’s or early 30’s?
Not married? Out of college?

If so, YOU are invited to join us on Tuesday
nights outside from 7:00-8:00 PM. Bring your
own chair and a mask. For more info and
location details, please contact Lisa Elliott at
lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.

Missions& outreach
MANGER OFFERING • Supports 21 Local Non-profits

This Advent season, Trinity Outreach invites you to support our Manger Offering. This special
offering will go entirely to 21 local non-profit organizations that provide shelter, healthcare,
education, and loving community to those among us who are living on the margins. The
manger scene holds great significance when we reflect on why the Messiah was born on the
outskirts of society. We know today that there are a great many among us who are struggling
to meet basic needs, especially this year. As Christ Followers we also know of the hope and
peace that continue to shine during the darkest days. We know the joy of new life, even in
the most difficult of circumstances, and the love that God has for all people, even those our
society may not see as valuable. Join us this Advent in celebrating and remembering these
core truths by giving to the Manger Offering. We hope to raise $80,000 to disburse to the
following Ministry Partners to help to sustain their essential programming through this difficult
season. Give online at trinitybirmingham.com, text to give at 205-235-6033 or mail a check to
the church office, Memo: Manger Offering.
TRINITY’S 2021 MINISTRY PARTNERS
Bundles of Hope Diaper Bank
Cahaba Valley Healthcare
Church of the Reconciler
Community Church Without Walls
Community Furniture Bank
Community on the Rise
Disability Rights and Resources
Dream Garden
Family Promise
Firehouse
First Light

Fountain of Love, Fair Haven
McCoy Adult Daycare
M-Power Ministries
PEER, Inc.
Sumantanga
United Community Center
United Counseling
United Methodist Children’s Home
Upper Sand Mountain Parish
Urban Ministry

Questions about Missions & Outreach
Contact Kristan Walker at 205-879-1737 | kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com
To volunteer with Missions & Outreach
Contact Mary Liz Ingram at 205-879-1737 | mlingram@trinitybirmingham.com

worship online
Join us for ONLINE Sunday worship services.

• Traditional Worship at 8:30 AM
• Contact Worship at 10:45 AM
Services are live-streamed on the Trinity
Facebook page located at:
www.facebook.com/trinityumcbirmingham
Click on the Videos tab. (Facebook account not required)
Services may also be found on the Trinity
YouTube channel located at:
www.youtube.com/trinityumcbirmingham
Note: All services are archived on both
Facebook and YouTube – allowing you to
watch at any time that is convenient.

RADIO BROADCAST

Another Sunday worship option is through our radio
broadcast. Our service airs weekly on Sunday morning
beginning at 9 AM on stations 1070AM and 99.5FM.
We hope you will tune in and worship with us.
Let us know you are in attendance!
Whether worshipping via radio or live stream, please
remember to use the online attendance & giving form
found at: www.trinitybirmingham.com/attendance

LITURGY
in the

Lot

sunday afternoons • 4 pm
Join us on Sundays at 4 PM in the Trinity OXMOOR large parking lot. Make a
reservation, bring a chair, wear a mask and join us for outdoor worship.

Reservations Required: www.trinitybirmingham.com

+

50

MINISTRIES

UPCOMING EVENTS

TUES. DECEMBER 8 • ALABAMA ROADSIDE ATTRACTIONS

Are you tired of being cooped up? Need some new scenery for the
day? Well check out this fun ZOOM event at 12:00 Noon with journalist Kelly Kazek on neat things to see on Alabama’s roadsides
– from funky art, to historic structures, to “world’s largest” things.
She is “Just a Weird News Reporter, Reporting Weird News – author,
southern humorist, and long-suffering wife of a Bigfoot Enthusiast.”
Don’t miss this one! Register online: https://bit.ly/3lBgMEc

THURS. DECEMBER 10 • DRIVE THROUGH CHRISTMAS PARTY

ADVENT BAGS Our staff and lay leaders have created special
Advent Bags just for you! Each bag contains a letter from Pastor Matt, a
calendar of Advent & Christmas activities, resources to use in Advent
worship (in-person or online), and two special Trinity West ornaments.
To reserve your bag (or a neighbor’s) for pickup, please contact Matt at
mandrews@trinitybirmingham.com today.
NEIGHBORHOOD CHRISTMAS TREE All are invited to bring

one ornament from your Advent Bag and write a message of hope on
it to place on our new outdoor Christmas tree on the front lawn. Extra
ornaments and markers will be available. Be sure to share with us a selfie
of you and your ornament at the tree. Help us fill our tree to share a little
extra beauty and hope this Advent.

FAVORITE THINGS VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY, 2 PM

Remember when Oprah shared a list of her favorite things? Chances
are strong that you received a candle or pair of socks thanks to that list.
We thought it would be fun to host a Favorite Things Virtual Party for our
campus. Here’s how it will work: 1. Commit to buying a set number of your
very favorite thing that is less than $5 each (examples: chapstick, lotion,
book, pen, soda) 2. Drop off the items at our campus for our staff to box.
3. Receive your box on your porch and open in our virtual party on DEC.13
at 2 PM! For details email Cristin at cdedmon@trinitybirmingham.com.

CHRISTMAS EVE COME & GO COMMUNION, 12-2 PM

Come and go during these two housr for an intimate time of family or
individual worship and communion in our sanctuary. Masks are required.

HOT COCOA OUTDOOR CHRISTMAS EVE, 4 PM Grab a
mask and lawn chair and head over to Trinity West’s front lawn for our
outdoor Christmas Eve, which will include the necessary 4C’s — candlelight, communion, carols and cocoa. RSVP at trinitywesthomewood.com.
CHRISTMAS EVE ONLINE SERVICE, 4 PM Trinity West will

offer a brief, online Christmas Eve option on our Facebook page for those
staying indoors or traveling on Christmas Eve.

ONLINE WORSHIP ONLY, DECEMBER 27 Since many people
are traveling or spending time with families Christmas weekend, we will
forgo in-person worship on the 27th, offering instead a special 1 Song, 1
Sermon service on Facebook. Join us there.
914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Matt Andrews | mandrews@trinitybirmingham.com
www.trinitywesthomewood.com

Come drive through the Trinity Oxmoor parking lot from 12:00-1:00
PM for some Christmas cheer! Enjoy Chef Bert’s famous Christmas
spread (to-go), music and other surprises. You may even see the Jolly
Old Elf himself. Please RSVP online: https://bit.ly/38MoRCn

TUES. DECEMBER 15 • GIFTS ACADEMY, GET ORGANIZED!

Topic: Organizing Your Home – with The Amandas. On Tuesday,
December 15 at 6 PM, join this Zoom to get a jump on your New
Year’s resolutions and get organized. Learn professional organization
tips from The Amandas. They have been featured on the Today Show,
Better Homes and Gardens, HGTV.com, USAToday.com, US Weekly,
The Washington Post, Woman’s World, as well as numerous local and
regional publications. They are also monthly contributors for BMetro
Magazine, Birmingham Christian, Dottie Magazine, as well as working on Monthly Home Segments with Fox 6 Good Day Alabama.
Register online: https://bit.ly/32QYXtp
Questions about 50+ Ministries or to RSVP for an event, contact
Julie Wright at 205-768-6089 or jwright@trinitybirmingham.com

Christmas Poinsettias

Help decorate our sanctuaries and honor or remember a special
loved one by placing a poinsettia in their name. ($16 each)
Order forms are available online and in the church office.
Deadline to order is Tuesday, December 8.

2020 Wreath Donors

Oxmoor Sanctuary:
– 2 wreaths given by the Dimmitt family with thanksgiving for our families those still with us and those who have gone before us
– 1 wreath given by Mary Anne Majerick
– 1 wreath given by Inez Honeycutt in memory of Jim Honeycutt
Oxmoor Building:
– 1 large wreath above Sanctuary entrance given by Rhonda Montgomery
in memory of John L. Montgomery, Jr.
– 2 wreaths on Wesley Hall doors given by the Click family
– 2 wreaths on Mouat Chapel doors given by Shelley and Jeff Schneider
in memory of Margaret and John Duncan
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Oxmoor Campus: 1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood • 205.879.1737 | Trinity West Homewood: 914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood • 205.942.4622
CARE LINE: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

CHURCH

OFFICE CLOSINGS
YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US FOR A SERVICE OF

Lessons
and Carols
DECEMBER 13

Featuring
Sanctuary Choir & Ensembles,
Cathedral Brass & Trinity Strings
IN-PERSON: 8:30 & 11 AM
Reservations Required

ONLINE: 8:30 AM

Trinity Facebook page & Youtube Channel

ON CALL #: 205.538.3682

Please note that the church offices and buildings will be closed
for the upcoming holidays on:

Friday, December 25 & Friday, January 1

