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FOOD SHARE MINISTRY

Each week on Tuesday afternoon at the
Trinity West Homewood campus, our
Food Share program feeds hundreds in our
community. See the Mission & Outreach column
inside for more details on how Trinity
generously served our neighbors in 2020.

Lil’ Lambs VIRTUAL

Consignment Sale

March 2-5

Register soon to be a consignor!

www.facebook.com/lillambstrinity

Trinity’s popular, bi-annual children’s clothing consignment
sale returns in March. The Spring Lil’ Lambs sale will be
held March 2-5. This sale will be different – it will be held
virtually with sellers shopping and purchasing items online.

Baby & Children’s Clothing and Shoes
Toys & Books • Nursery Equipment
Maternity Clothes
Lil’ Lambs provides gently worn kids clothing and accessories to the community at great prices while also serving as
a fundraiser for our Children’s Ministry and local missions.
To register to be a consignor – or to volunteer to help the
Lil’ Lambs team, visit trinitybirmingham.com/kids/lil-lambs
or check out www.facebook.com/lillambstrinity.

Questions? Email lillambs@trinitybirmingham.com

A Note from Pastor Brian
It goes without saying that it’s been a difficult
many months in the life of our beloved country.
As a pastor, I feel like I have a front row seat not
only to the anger that seems to have replaced our
civility, but also the caricatures and absolutes
with which we characterize one another. Others
have observed that, in this era of increased polarization, we tend to take the worst example of “the
other side” and judge the rest by the most extreme
expression. It’s not only unfair, when it happens to
us, and we tend towards rage rather than reflection.
But I am also encouraged. I am encouraged when
someone who is hurt by something I’ve said or
hears it in a way I didn’t intend it reaches out to
speak with me, in the manner that Jesus describes
in Matthew 18. I am encouraged by the examples
around our church of people who land in politically different places but love each other “up
close,” as they do life and community together. I
am encouraged by the faithful, steady, and often
silent service of our many church members who
simply carry out the work of Christ by feeding
the hungry, manning our clothes closet, and providing for those in need.
For my part, as I continue to pray about how to
pastor such a diverse congregation, I want you
to know a choice I have made. I am going to do
my best (and I encourage you to hold me to this)
to move away from the unhelpful designations
of “conservative” and “progressive.” They may
work in the political realm, but when brought into
the church, they don’t translate well to the Body
of Christ. At their worst, they do great damage to
our fellowship. Instead, I want to use the words
“orthodoxy” and “mercy.”
You’ve heard me use these two terms together
when discussing the divisions within our own
denomination about human sexuality, and I prefer
them for a number of reasons. For one thing, they
are both sacred words and I believe they are both
things we would all aspire to. They both call on
us to grow in our faith, and set aside the weight
of sin. Orthodoxy is literally “right belief,” and
mercy is the defining characteristic of God revealed to us in Jesus Christ. For the most

part, we can practice mercy and orthodoxy at the
same time, whereas no one can reasonably claim
to be “liberal” and “conservative” at the same
time without confusing themselves.
Orthodoxy is our clinging to ancient truths, it
is principled, and unwavering. It holds fast in
storms, reveals the truth, does not give way to
falsehood or heresy, and ensures that the authentic faith is passed on from generation to generation. The church desperately needs the anchor of
orthodoxy, especially in an age of mistrust and
conspiracy theories.
Mercy is grace, the passionate and unfair love of
Christ, the joy of the prodigal father rushing out
to meet the wayward son who has returned home.
Mercy is the cross of Jesus Christ, God’s own Son
reaching his arms out to embrace a broken world,
it is the good news that we could never have come
up with ourselves. The church desperately needs
mercy, especially in an age when our compassion
is selective and misunderstanding reigns.
But there are moments when orthodoxy and
mercy seem to diverge on important subjects.
This is precisely when these designations become
most valuable to me within the Body of Christ,
because when we consider our “opponents” in a
disagreement to be committed to orthodoxy, or
led by mercy, and that is why they are pushing
back against where we stand, we will approach
them not as enemies, but as members of the same
Body. Orthodoxy without mercy is lifeless and
rigid, mercy without orthodoxy stands for nothing, and collapses on itself. We need each other.
It’s not a perfect formula, and it certainly does
not undo the difficulties of being together in
this season of history. But we must find a way
forward for our church family that is more than
a false peace or a contrived unity, but where we
call out the best in ourselves, and believe the best
of each other, including those who serve the same
Lord but see the world differently.
I am grateful for all of you, and I appreciate your
patience with me as I learn to lead.
In the Name of the One who is Lord of heaven
and earth,

F E B R UA RY

1 7

6:30-8:00 AM

Morning Prayer

DRIVE THROUGH
Oxmoor campus
Trinity West Homewood campus

•

6:00 PM

In-Person Service*
Oxmoor campus
* RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 10.

•

6:00 PM

Online Service
Trinity Facebook page
Trinity YouTube channel
[ trinityumcbirmingham ]

CHURCHWIDE LENTEN READING

LUKE

in 40

DAYS

Join your church family for a special
daily Lenten reading schedule. From Ash
Wednesday until Easter Sunday, follow a
list of daily verses and you will read the
entire Gospel of Luke.
Bookmarks containing the list of daily
readings will be mailed to each household
– and they will be available for pick up in
the Welcome Center.
You may also find the daily list of readings
by following this QR Code:

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR
berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

trinitybirmingham.com/lentenreading2021

connect groups for kids
TUESDAY MUSIC:
4:00 PM Ukulele with Mrs. Virginia – grades 3-5
No experience needed. Have fun learning to play the ukulele!
4:00 PM Drumming Up Fun with Mrs. Sadie – grades 1-5
Includes drumming, body percussion, orff instruments, movement and more.
TUESDAY TRINITYKIDS:
4:00 PM Faith Builders (Legos) – grades 1-5
4:00 PM Hearts and Crafts – 4k & 5k
WEDNESDAY MUSIC:
5:00-5:35 PM In-person Choir with Mrs. Jodi and Mrs. Jacken – grades 1-5
5:00-5:35 PM Zoom Choir with Mrs. Jodi and Mrs. Jacken – grades 1-5

trinitykids
FEBRUARY connect groups
In partnership with Trinity’s Music Department, these fun and safe in-person groups resume
this month! (See full listing to the right) Sign up now - for more info and to register please visit:

www.trinitybirmingham.com/connect

These virtual and in-person choirs are a great opportunity for children who
miss singing together, praising God, and having fun through music. Full of music games and activities, we have planned an awesome semester of costume
parties, talent shows, singing, and weekly devotions. You can join us virtually
from the safety of your home or in-person at Trinity’s Gym. Children participating will have the opportunity to record for Trinity’s worship services.
5:45-6:15 PM Handbells with Mrs. Jodi – grades 3-5
Come have fun ringing handbells and have the opportunity to record for Trinity’s worship services. No experience needed.
5:45-6:15 PM Handchimes with Mrs. Jacken – grades 1-2
Come have fun ringing handchimes and have the opportunity to record for
Trinity’s worship services. No experience needed.
THURSDAY TRINITYKIDS:

SPARK!, FEBRUARY 7

4:00 PM Faith Builders (Legos) – grades 1-5

This great ministry for our 4th and 5th graders will meet VIRTUALLY via Zoom on February 7.
4th graders will meet 4-4:45 PM and 5th graders will meet 5-5:45 PM. To sign up please email
Susan St. John at sstjohn@trinitybirmingham.com. Plans are being made to resume meeting
in-person this Spring, stay tuned for details.

DETAILS: Classes are 45 minutes long. You may choose one class on

save these SUMMER 2021 DATES!
• VENTURE
- June 7-10, For all children entering 4th-6th grade

4:00 PM Hearts and Crafts – 4k & 5k
Tuesday or Thursday AND this semester you may also choose two Wednesday music classes in addition to a Tuesday/Thursday class. For safety, space
is limited by classroom size. Masks are required. If you find a desired class is
full, take heart! We will have another session next month!

register:

www.trinitybirmingham.com/connect

• VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
- July 19-22, For all children entering 4K-3rd grade
• CAMP SUMATANGA
- Overnight Camp: July 25-30, Ms. Eleanor will be the leader
- Day Camp: July 26-30, Ms. Cristin will be the leader
This faith-focused camp has awesome activities like lots of other camps, but really sets itself
apart as a place where kids will talk about God and their faithwalk throughout the week.
Register for both Day Camp & Overnight Camp on Sumatanga’s website: www.sumatanga.org
Register to ride the Day Camp Trinity Bus: www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/summer

Join us on Facebook:

TrinityKids

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737 | echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

N ext

If you are new to Trinity, we invite
you to join us for NEXT STEPS.
It’s a friendly membership track
designed specifically for our guests
and new members. At NEXT
STEPS, you will meet pastors
and staff, and will learn more about Trinity and our Methodist beliefs.

Steps

Sundays, FEBRUARY 7 & 14 - 9:45 AM on Zoom
To sign up, please email Julie Wright jwright@trinitybirmingham.com

Missions& outreach
CELEBRATING GENEROSITY IN 2020

Our 2020 Manger Offering was the largest special offering to date, we received
$100,000! This was $20,000 over our goal. What an incredible act of hope for our community partners who are working tirelessly to support the most vulnerable among us.
THE FOOD SHARE PROGRAM provided a total of 10,045 weekly food boxes to 1,113
households in our community. Ordering food from the Community Food Bank allowed
us to spend ~ $2.08 to provide one household with a box of meat, produce, dairy and
shelf stable items each week.
THE BACKPACK MINISTRY provided a total of 9,600 weekend food bags to food
insecure students in our area last year.
THE CHILDREN’S CLOTHING CLOSET PROGRAM had volunteers sort donations
and create bags of clothing and supplies for over 180 children in need.
THE BENEVOLENCE PROGRAM provided rent and utility assistance to 281 households, spending a total $107,700. In comparison, our Benevolence Ministry provided
assistance to 148 households in 2019. ALSO – Our feeding and benevolence programs were able to rise to the occasion and meet the growing needs in our community
because of the overwhelming support from the Trinity family and grants from Alabama
Power, the Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham, United Way, Blue Cross
Blue Shield, the Thompson Foundation, and the Community Food Bank.
THE ANGEL TREE PROGRAM provided gifts to a total of 171 children and adults. This
included children in Jefferson County DHR Care, students at Hemphill Elementary, and
adults living at the ARC of Central Alabama.

Angel Tree Collection

Food Share Volunteers

Backpack Ministry

LOOKING TO 2021

February 17 (Ash Wednesday) marks the start of Lent and the beginning of our Lenten
Offering collection. This second-mile offering will make up the second and final gift
to Trinity’s 21 Ministry Partners for 2021. Give online or mail a check, memo: Lenten
Offering, to the church office to support the work of organizations like Firehouse, Urban
Ministry, and Community Furniture Bank.
COVID RELIEF. You may continue to support the work of our Outreach Ministries
through service and financial gifts to Trinity’s COVID Relief Account. There are several
ways you can volunteer in your home or in person. To learn more, please email Mary
Liz Ingram at mlingram@trinitybirmingham.com.

Questions about Missions & Outreach
Contact Kristan Walker at 205-879-1737 | kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com
To volunteer with Missions & Outreach
Contact Mary Liz Ingram at 205-879-1737 | mlingram@trinitybirmingham.com

worship online
Join us for ONLINE Sunday worship services.

• Traditional Worship at 8:30 AM
• Contact Worship at 10:45 AM
Services are live-streamed on the Trinity
Facebook page located at:
www.facebook.com/trinityumcbirmingham
Click on the Videos tab. (Facebook account not required)
Services may also be found on the Trinity
YouTube channel located at:
www.youtube.com/trinityumcbirmingham
Note: All services are archived on both
Facebook and YouTube – allowing you to
watch at any time that is convenient.

RADIO BROADCAST

Another Sunday worship option is through our radio
broadcast. Our service airs weekly on Sunday morning
beginning at 9 AM on stations 1070AM and 99.5FM.
Also available on the iHeart Radio APP.
Let us know you are in attendance!
Whether worshipping via radio or live stream, please
remember to use the online attendance & giving form
found at: www.trinitybirmingham.com/attendance

Do you want to be a
better husband, father,
son, co-worker, friend
and especially a better
follower of Christ?
The foundation of
successful relationships
in all areas of our lives
starts with a strong
relationship with Jesus
Christ. Strengthening
that relationship takes
work, but this is not
something that you
have to do on your own. What if you were surrounded by
other men who were also working towards that same goal and
who could build you up, encourage you, ask you tough questions and work through things together? That is our hope and
prayer for you during these 40 Days of Accountability.
For more info or to sign up for a Men’s accountability group,
email David Thompson at dthompson@trinitybirmingham.
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Happy Anniversary
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50 UPCOMING EVENTS

MINISTRIES

FRI. FEBRUARY 12 • DRIVE THROUGH VALENTINE PARTY
From 12 Noon - 1 PM on February 12, you are invited to drive through a
sweet Celebration of Valentine’s Day on the Oxmoor campus where you
will receive goodies from Chef Bert, pick up some pretty surprises, and
see beautiful mask-wearing faces of friends. This upbeat event is just the
ticket to beating the Covid blahs! Join us!
TUES. FEBRUARY 16 • THE PANDEMIC & GOOD MENTAL HEALTH
Join us for an informative Zoom session at 12 Noon for Pan-Demands of
the Pandemic – Good Mental Health Practices with Judith Harrington,
Ph.D., LPC, LMFT. The demands resulting from the pandemic can feel
all-encompassing while we live in heightened isolation. Judith Harrington
will facilitate a discussion about social isolation and the effects on our
mental health and provide resources and ideas for reducing the impact of
too much aloneness. She is a nationally awarded Associate Professor of
Graduate Counseling at the University of Montevallo.
WED. FEBRUARY 24 • ARTHRITIS: THE GOOD, THE BAD & THE UGLY
Join us for an informative Zoom session at 12 Noon with Rachel G.
Henderson, MD Non-Surgical Orthopaedic and Sports Medicine Physician
at Andrews Sports Medicine & Orthopaedic Center. Attendees will learn
about non-surgical management options for osteoarthritis, including lifestyle changes, medications, therapy, bracing and injections.
Questions about 50+ Ministries or to RSVP for an event, contact
Julie Wright at 205-768-6089 or jwright@trinitybirmingham.com

[ Year End 2020 Finance Report ]

914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Matt Andrews | mandrews@trinitybirmingham.com
www.trinitywesthomewood.com

While we are all celebrating the end of a difficult year, I am grateful to have the opportunity to share Trinity’s Financial position. 2020 was a record year for Trinity in pledged
and non-pledged giving with receipts totaling 108% of our budgeted amount. In addition,
due to the unfortunate delay or cancelation of many programming events, our Operating Expenses were the lowest they have been in the past ten years at 93% of the
annual budget. In 2020, the Finance Committee was able to use this surplus to make a
$500,000 payment toward our outstanding building loan from our reserves. In addition,
another $125,000 was allocated from the reserves to cover interest expenses on the
loan. Our loan will convert to full-term debt on April 1, 2021. We have already paid
down our loan to the required $6,000,000 at the end of last year. Additionally, we have
saved enough of the Multiply proceeds to make 12 months of P&I payments starting in
April. After making the significant gifts from our reserves to our Multiply loan, we ended
the year adding $35,000 to our reserves for a total of $770,823 at year end. Although
2020 was a record breaking year, we are entering into 2021 with some uncertainty. Our
pledges are down 11% from last year and the end of the Multiply campaign is around
the corner. While the first Multiply campaign has been a huge success, 2021 will be a
year of making plans for how quickly we are able to retire our $6M debt.
Another record broken in 2020 was assistance given. Our Outreach team was able
to award over $100,000 in assistance to people in need in our community. Another
$100,000 was raised in our Advent Offering that was distributed in January to our 21
ministry partners. I am so thankful to witness the generosity of our congregation as a
light in a dark time and look forward to what this year has in store.
Laura Ellis, CPA, Executive Director
lellis@trinitybirmingham.com, 205-879-1737
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be a blessing

Trinity’s Blessing Box - also known as a
Little Free Pantry - is located on Seminole
Dr. near the upper sidewalk and entry to the
church building. This Box is a place where
people can “take what they need, and give
what they can.” Volunteers are currently
needed to donate items (non-perishable
food items and small toiletries), place them
inside the box and make sure the Box is
orderly when donating. Thank you for helping, please follow the Sign Up Genius link to
sign up for a day to deliver items:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/
10c0a49a9aa28a5fd0-blessing

young adults
TUESDAY EVENINGS
SMALL GROUP STUDY
zoom

7-8 PM

ON CALL #: 205.538.3682

Wednesday Night Casseroles to Go
Beginning February 3, the Trinity Kitchen will offer until SOLD OUT
a limited number of a variety of frozen casseroles. These may be
picked up in the Welcome Center on Wednesdays during normal
church office hours. (Small feeds 2 - $10 / Large feeds 4-6 - $25)
Place your order online by Monday at midnight, pay online at time of
order or bring a check with you to pick up. No cash, please.
To place your order, visit:

www.trinitybirmingham.com/resources/trinity-dinner
Questions? Email hospitality@trinitybirmingham.com

Are you in your 20’s or early 30’s?
Not married? Out of college?

If so, YOU are invited to join us on Tuesday
nights on ZOOM from 7:00-8:00 PM. For more
information and link, please contact Lisa Elliott
at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.

February 3, 10, 17 & 24

