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While our buildings and offices remain closed, Trinity is still here for you. 
If you need to contact the church, please do so by calling 205.879.1737 or by 
emailing trinity@trinitybirmingham.com.

Our pastors are also available for you and may be reached by either the 
Care Line #: 205-868-9709 or by the PASTOR on call #: 205-538-3682.

www.trinitybirmingham.com/healthandsafetyFOR YOU

WE ARE
HERE

Join us online throughout the week for e-programming during this 
time of social distancing. On this E-NEIGHBORHOOD page on the 
church website, there is an extensive list of some new ways that
Trinity can stay connected as a church. Check it out - and plug in!
NOTE: All Trinity Facebook pages are publicly shared & can be accessed without a 
Facebook account.

Help 
maintain 
the blood 
supply.

Give now!

TRINITY BLOOD DRIVE
MAY 5

9:30am - 3:30pm
Oxmoor campus • GYM 

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE & WALK UPS WELCOME
For an appointment, call 1-800-733-2767 or visit

www.redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code: TUMCHWD



A Note from Pastor Brian

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

worship online
Join us for ONLINE worship services 

on Sundays at 8:30 & 11 AM.

Services are live-streamed on the Trinity 
Facebook page located at:
www.facebook.com/trinityumcbirmingham
Click on the Videos tab. (Facebook account not required)

Services may also be found on the Trinity 
YouTube channel located at:
www.youtube.com/trinityumcbirmingham

Note: All services are archived on both 
Facebook and YouTube – allowing you to 
watch at any time that is convenient.

RADIO BROADCAST
Another Sunday worship option is through our radio 
broadcast. Our service airs weekly on Sunday morning 
beginning at 9 AM on stations 1070AM and 99.5FM. 
We hope you will tune in and worship with us.

Let us know you are in attendance! 
Whether worshipping via radio or live stream, please 
remember to use the online attendance & giving form 
found at: http://bit.ly/1400attendance

The question I hear most days from people I see on Zoom or talk to 
over the phone is “When do you think we’ll be back in church?” The 
underlying question is more universal than that, and it’s a new favor-
ite for my kids to ask at the end of another day that feels eerily similar 
to the previous 30: “When will the world go back to normal?”  

Having been asked it so often, you would think I would have con-
ceived of a clever response by now, but the truth is, I am stumped. 
Every day, I am in conversation with other large church pastors from 
around the country, our own staff and leadership, Trinity’s medical 
professionals, trying to sort out what our next steps are. We have lots 
of the same questions, plenty of insights and observations, but few 
answers. There’s never been a time in modern history when we were 
so collectively unaware of what’s next, or when it will arrive. Those 
graphs on the news haven’t even gotten it quite right. 

Our Bishop has asked that we continue to worship online through at 
least May 18, but my assumption is that large churches like Trinity 
probably will have to wait quite a while until we are able to get back 
to in-person Sunday morning gatherings. I am so grateful for the ways 
the staff has stepped up to creatively adapt to this new challenge, and 
I’m equally grateful for the church family’s patience as we continue 
to learn how to be the church scattered. It is remarkable how God 
continues to transform lives, and how this new season of online wor-
ship has engaged new folks into the life of our church, some of whom 
are coming to faith for the first time.

But even the bright spots don’t change the challenge of waiting, 
because when you don’t know how long the race is, there’s no way to 
know if you’ve got the resources to make it to the finish line. I cur-
rently am tracking a package that I’m told is “in transit,” but the com-
puter won’t tell me exactly where that is, it’s just between two points 
(and has been there for a week). When we can see the end of the line, 
we can at least bear with it for a bit, but when there doesn’t seem to 
be an end to the waiting, it’s almost impossible to endure.

One of the central refrains of scripture is “How long, O Lord?” It 
shows up as early as the Abraham and Sarah story, it echoes through 
the exodus and later the exile, and even on this side of the resurrec-
tion, the Apostle Paul tells us that all of creation is groaning for God 
to finish what He’s started. To be in the presence of God is to wait. 
Walking in faith is to know the faithfulness of God behind you, and 
trusting that He will be faithful in all that you cannot yet see.  

So when do I think we’ll be back in church? I’m not sure. But what I 
know is that the work of the church continues, even when the build-
ing is empty. And our work now is to pray and to expect and to yearn 
for that moment when we will be together again, our voices lifted in 
praise—together—to the One who is always faithful.
 
And on that day, it will be all the sweeter for our waiting. 

Congratulations
CLASS OF 2020

Trinity will recognize and honor our graduating 
high school seniors on Sunday, May 17.

Seniors will help lead us in worship during our 
online service that day. 

Also! Element will host a virtual “Senior Sunday 
Night LIVE!” service that evening streamed on 

Element’s YouTube and Facebook Page at 6 PM.



Trinity Gifts Academy will host a Zoom 
session with our own Bert Lindbergh 
at Noon on May 7.  Tired of your own 
cooking? Wondering what to do with 
that stockpile of canned vegetables? 
Chef Bert will coach us through cooking 
a fabulous meal for one, two or a large family with pantry 
staples without breaking the bank. Join us!

FOR THE ZOOM LINK, please email Julie Wright at  
jwright@trinitybirmingham.com.

YOGA
Mon • Wed • Fri

on zoom

ONLINE

• For a link to participate, email Julie at jwright@trinitybirmingham.com •

Friends, we have had to reimagine almost every part of our lives 
of late. How we talk to our families, how we learn in school and 
how we practice our faith. Moving into the virtual world with our 
church participation is difficult, but when we weigh our call to care 
for the vulnerable among us, it seems only right that we use our 
faith to help us determine how to proceed in these unusual times.
 
The TrinityKids and Element teams have gathered a group of 
physicians from within our congregation to guide our steps in 
this unusual time. Having our own team from within our church 
insures that they are well acquainted with the passion and work 
that surrounds welcoming kids to big events like Venture and VBS.  
This team brings with them the wisdom from their daily work and 
the knowledge of how important it is to our church to protect our 
church family. In other words, this team of church members under-
stands exactly what is at stake for us in our work and have children 
that participate in our summer programming. 
 
Under this team’s advisement and from what we can guess from 
projected openings for the summer, TrinityKids has made the deci-
sion not to hold on-campus, large-group events this summer. 
 
However, our team is committed to creating a virtual experience 
that we hope your family will love. Our team is meeting with the 
leaders of other kidmin folks in our conference to plan a virtual 
experience that we can share with ALL the kids of our conference.  
We love that we will be able to extend our reach and hopefully in-
vite kids who might never have walked in our doors to participate 
in an awesome week of fun and discipleship. Stay tuned…we will 
have more information on how this will work in a week or two.
 
We are disappointed not to see your children’s faces in person in 
our new space at Venture and VBS. We join you in longing for 
a time to be together, to enjoy the power of community in our 
church and to be physically close enough to share reminders of 
God’s love IN PERSON. Our team made this decision with your 
families and the greater well-being of our church family in mind.  
If you would like to reach out to our team with feedback, ideas 
or disappointment, direct those thoughts to Eleanor Christiansen, 
echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com.
 
We are redirecting prayers and energy into imagining how God 
might use this different vehicle for VBS in a whole new way. We 
would welcome your partnership in prayers for the same, as we 
seek to serve your family the best of our ability.

Eleanor Christiansen
Director of Children & Family Ministries

VBS 2020
moving 
to a virtual 
platform

COOKING AT HOME 
WITH CHEF BERT

Thursday, MAY 7 - 12 PM



Missions& outreach
CURRENT OUTREACH WEEKLY SCHEDULE:
Monday: Volunteers assemble food packs for the Backpack Ministry.

Tuesday: Volunteers set up Food Share (11:30am-1:00pm) and 
volunteers distribute food in Drive Thru Food Share (2:00-4:00pm)

Wednesday: Volunteers deliver food for the Backpack Ministry to 
Homewood Middle School.

To be added to our volunteer list, please contact Liza Spencer at 
lspencer@trinitybirmingham.com. NOTE: Due to current CDC guide-
lines Trinity Outreach is unable to have a large number of volunteers 
work together, so it may take a few weeks to get on the volunteer 
schedule for the Backpack Ministry or Food Share. We are so grateful 
for all of you for being willing to help!

SPECIAL EVENTS:
May 4: Donation Drop Off for Firehouse and First Light Shelters 
May 5: Blood Drive at Trinity Oxmoor (see front page for details)

Trinity has opened a new Blessing Box (also known as a Little 
Free Pantry). The Blessing Box is located at the Oxmoor cam-
pus on Seminole Drive near the upper sidewalk and entry to the 
church building. We hope that this box is a place where people 
can “take what they need, and give what they can.” Non-perish-
able food items and toiletry donations (no razors) are welcomed.  
Please put the date on the bottom of your items with a perma-
nent marker when donating and then simply place them inside 
the box for others.

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED to donate items, place them 
inside the box, and make sure the inside of the box is orderly 
when donating them. If you’d like to volunteer, please contact 
Connie McCallum at conniemccallum@me.com. 

exciting news!
Trinity Outreach was approved for two grants to support the continued work of the Backpack Ministry, Food Share, and Benevolence Program. 
We are so thankful to the Community Foundation of Birmingham for their $25,000 gift and the Alabama Business Charitable Trust Fund for 
their $500 to support these ministries during this time.

As of 4/28, Trinity’s Lenten Offering collected over $77,500 in gifts. This is the largest Lenten offering we have ever received. We are so grate-
ful to have such an incredible response, this allows us to continue to be generous to our Ministry Partners during this time of increased need.

Wish List for Firehouse Shelter:
Brown Paper Bags
Cleaning Supplies
Bottled Water
Shelf Stable Foods
Adult Diapers
Boxers
Razors
Gloves and Masks
Hand Sanitizer/soap
Laundry Detergent
Disposable Plates/Napkins
Toilet Paper
Mops
Brooms

Wish List for First Light Shelter:
Women’s Underwear (all sizes)
Socks
Deodorant
Hair care products of all kinds
Hairbrushes and combs
Shower Caps
Weekly Pill Organizers
Travel Size Shampoo, Conditioner
Travel Size Toothpaste, Soap, Lotion
Toothbrushes
Sewing Kits
Makeup of all shades and kinds
Razors
Chapstick

small group studies We all need meaningful connections with other people – and with social 
distancing, that’s more important now than ever. Join an online Bible study, book club, or connect group to have a 
place to check in with others, even when we can’t be together in the same location. Sign up now and you’ll receive 
a link to join a Zoom meeting through your phone or computer. 
To register, visit: www.trinitybirmingham.com/adults/studies-small-groups-2/

take what you need
give what you can

Connie McCallum and a 
team of volunteers open 

a new Blessing Box at 
Trinity Oxmoor.



Trinity posted excellent financial results 
in March, driven by strong pledged and 
non-pledged giving. The month capped 
off what turned out to be an incredible 
first quarter 2020 and positioned the 
church well heading into a highly chang-
ing and uncertain economy caused by the 
COVID-19 virus pandemic. 

Total revenues for the quarter of $1.2 
million exceeded expenses by almost 
$250,000, with the difference added to 
reserves. Trinity’s endowed accounts felt 
the impact of extreme financial markets 
volatility, falling about 10% in March, 
but some of that came back with a partial 
market recovery in April. 

The Multiply Capital Project was virtu-
ally complete as March came to a close. 
As of that date, about $12.7 million was 
spent, funded by $6.3 million in gifts and 
$6.4 million in a bank loan. We are very 
cautious about what the economic future 
holds, but our financial performance 
in March was surprisingly strong and 
reflective of a prayerful and generous 
church.
 
Dean Burgess
Finance Committee Chair

finance update

• ONLINE – To make a gift online, please visit 
trinitybirmingham.com/giving, click on the 
banner “Online Giving” and follow the 
prompts.  

• MAIL – You may mail your cash or check 
to the church office at 1400 Oxmoor Road, 
Birmingham, AL 35209. 

• ALTERNATIVE  GIVING – To make an 
alternative gift, contact Laura Ellis at 
lellis@trinitybirmingham.com. 

For any other giving needs, please give us a 
call at 205-879-1737 or email us at  
trinity@trinitybirmingham.com.

ways to give

Photo location: Camp Sumatanga

SUNDAYS:
• 10 AM COMMUNITY HOUR 
A time to simply connect with your Trinity West family, hear updates, 
and pray for each other. Sign up for Zoom and email Matt for the link to 
participate!

• 11 AM ONE SONG / ONE SERMON
NEW! A brief, online worship experience offered by the Trinity West staff 
for our campus and really anyone whose time is limited. This is live-
streamed each Sunday on Facebook: www.facebook.com/trinitywesthwd/

MONDAYS:
• 12 PM MATT’S MONDAY MEDITATION
A brief devotional to start your week off right, offered by yours truly...
This message is delivered on both Facebook and Instagram.
www.facebook.com/trinitywesthwd/ 
www.instagram.com/trinitywesthwd/

While the Trinity West Homewood building and office is currently closed, 
you can contact Matt at anytime by calling 205-879-1737 or emailing 
mandrews@trinitybirmingham.com.


