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Our offices are NOW OPEN and following strict health and safefty guidelines.
If you need to contact the church, please do so by calling 205.879.1737 or by 
emailing trinity@trinitybirmingham.com. To see a staff member, please make an  
appointment. Our pastors are also available for you and may be reached by either the 
Care Line #: 205-868-9709 or by the PASTOR on call #: 205-538-3682.

www.trinitybirmingham.com/healthandsafetyFOR YOU

WE ARE
HERE

THIRD GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATION
The annual Bible presentation for our 3rd graders looked a 
bit different this year. However, it was a profoundly special 
moment for the children and their families. While masks 
were worn and social distancing was observed, the Trinity 
Prayer Garden provided a beautiful setting for this special 
moment. Thank you to Children’s Ministry and our Pastors 
for creatively finding a way to continue this tradition.

ALL EVENTS AND PROGRAMS PUBLISHIED IN THIS ISSUE OF TIDINGS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AND/OR CANCELLATION.



A Note from Pastor Brian

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I miss you! When this pandemic began, I could never have imag-
ined the emotional and spiritual toll it would exact from all of us, 
especially in the church. I have never been more convicted about the 
power of gathering, and the need we all have to be with one another. 
In some ways, it’s more important than ever, in such a divisive po-
litical season in our history, to meet one another face-to-face — we 
tend to be much more compassionate when talking to a neighbor up 
close than when we are posting about them online.
 
I also want to give thanks for the incredible work our staff and lead-
ership have done in steering us through these last several months, a 
road for which there is no map. I have been blessed to see the gospel 
proclaimed in word and deed despite every obstacle, and there is 
nothing more rewarding than receiving an email from a new believ-
er who lives far from Birmingham, and know that God has used our 
church — even in this season — to build His Kingdom. We have 
welcomed new members, we have baptized babies, our daily Bible 
Study online averages over 400 views every day, our online wor-
ship experiences continue to reach new people for Christ, and our 
ministry team has found a way to bring church into every home in 
these days when we cannot safely gather. Our Food Share ministry 
has expanded to meet every need of our hungry neighbors, and your 
financial support has kept families in their homes, food in the bellies 
of hungry kids, and our ministry partners throughout the commu-
nity able to continue serving our neighbors in the name of Christ. 
My own soul has been renewed in these last few weeks of outdoor 
worship, finally getting to see some of your faces!
 
Our core focus as a staff team has been to lead the church through 
this season (however long it lasts) guided by four primary princi-
ples: content, connection, community, and commitment. We believe 
that the work of being the church has not changed, despite the diffi-
culties we have faced over these last six months. We remain com-
mitted to finding ways to be the church even when we are unable to 
attend church.
 
At the heart of our work moving forward has been our Reopening 
Task Force, some of the wisest and most prayerful leaders we have 
in the church, from a variety of backgrounds, including medical 
professionals, educators, administrators, logistics professionals, and 
church staff.  While we knew from the outset, there was no way 
to move forward and make everyone happy (and my email inbox 
proves this!), we have been committed to decisions based on prayer, 
data, and wisdom, rather than reactivity. As you’ve likely read from 
the weekly updates, the driving data point for moving through our 
phased reopening is the number of COVID patients hospitalized in 
our greater Birmingham hospitals, a number that is less politicized 
than many of the other options.

 
The good news is that this number seems to have hit its peak in early August, 
and we have seen a steady (though not dramatic) decrease over these last few 
weeks. Our prayer is that, even with schools reopening and the Labor Day 
weekend, the decrease will continue and we will be able to worship within 
our building within the next 6-8 weeks, in a limited capacity. Here are some 
assumptions I am making about this next phase of our ministry together:
 
1) Our online “campus” will continue to be our largest service. Many of you, 
for a myriad of reasons, will not be comfortable coming back to in-person 
worship, even after we reopen. Every survey we have sent out has confirmed 
this. We believe that this new online expression of worship is a vital part of 
our future going forward, even after the pandemic is over, and we are com-
mitted to continuing our growth in this area. I also want to say, as your pastor, 
that we absolutely and unequivocally support each of you that feels unready 
to worship “in-person” right now. That is not a sign of weak faith, or fear. 
I am mindful that the bravest generations of the church were the first three 
hundred years, when in-person gatherings were almost impossible.

2) Beginning in September, we will begin to offer an 8:30 AM traditional 
worship experience online, and a 10:45 AM Contact worship experience.  
These will be available, as they are now, through both Facebook and You-
Tube, and our traditional service will continue to be broadcast on the radio 
every Sunday. We have loved the shared online services we began in March, 
but in preparation for offering in-person worship in the near future, we felt it 
was time to begin to rebuild each of those worship communities. When we are 
able to return to in-person worship on the Oxmoor campus, those two services 
will be the first we offer.

3) Outdoor worship is here to stay, at least for the time being. Our outdoor 
worship services are not as complex as our in-the-building worship experi-
ences, but they are also much safer, according to the current research. There 
will be some families, especially those with young children, who are more 
comfortable in an outdoor experience than an indoor one without a nursery.  
We expect these to continue as long as the weather allows, even after in-the-
building worship resumes. We also are eager for our West Homewood campus 
to begin offering an outdoor experience on Sunday mornings beginning in 
mid-September.

4) It is time for small groups and Sunday School classes to gather again.  We 
need one another, and I am so thankful for the ways many of our classes have 
found to stay connected, through Zoom calls, creative outdoor gatherings, and 
calling to check on one another. If your small group or Sunday School class 
has not been meeting, or if you’d like to join one, please let us know.
 
As I said at the beginning of this message, I miss you. You are the church.  
You are the face of Christ for me, and you are in my prayers. Please contin-
ue to pray for the healing of our world, our nation, and for each of the lives 
that have been affected by COVID-19, several of whom are members of the 
Trinity family.
 
The work of the church has never been more difficult, nor has it ever been 
more necessary. Let us rise up in this hour, to be salt and light for a broken 
world, the very body of our Savior.
 
In Christ,
Brian



Missions& outreach

Questions about Missions & Outreach 
Contact Kristan Walker at 205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

To volunteer with Missions & Outreach
Contact Mary Liz Ingram at 205-879-1737  |  mlingram@trinitybirmingham.com

BACKPACK MINISTRY
This program specifically responds to food insecurity in children. We will begin 
our 6th, and likely strangest, school year this Fall. We are looking for family 
groups to assemble food bags at Trinity Oxmoor and individuals to deliver food 
to the 5 Homewood City Schools each week.
 
FOOD SHARE
Our weekly drive thru food pantry meets Tuesdays at Trinity’s West Homewood 
campus. We are serving over 200 households a week through this growing 
ministry. All ages can volunteer - pick up food from the Food Bank, donate shelf 
stable food, and assemble and distribute food boxes. 
 
CHILDREN’S CLOTHING CLOSET
Donate like new or new, in season children’s clothing or shoes to our closet 
and we will ensure that families in need receive them! Drop off donations at 
Trinity Oxmoor Main Office during business hours or at Trinity West Homewood 
on Tuesdays from 10-Noon. Questions? Please email Kristan Walker at  
kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com.
 
WELCOME TO NEW STAFF!
MARY LIZ INGRAM joined Trinity’s staff in August as our Missions 
& Outreach Coordinator. Mary Liz comes to Trinity after working for 
8 years as a Preschool Director. She has a heart for relationship 
building and engaging others in service. She went to seminary at 
McAfee School of Theology and has launched two small businesses 
and an environmental initiative. She has been married to her husband, 
Stephen, for 18 years and they have 3 amazing children. 
 
TAYLORE MILLER is a Samford Master’s in Social Work student who 
will be interning with Trinity Outreach for the 2020/2021 school year. 
Taylore plays soccer for Samford and is a University Ambassador, in 
addition to being an excellent student! Taylore will provide support for 
our growing financial assistance program as well as the Food Share 
and our other Outreach Ministries. We are excited to welcome Taylore 
to our team this year!

element in the lot
Things are certainly different these days, but Element Student Ministry is
proving to find great and safe ways to continue our student community! 

On Sunday evenings, ELEMENT IN THE LOT takes place outside in the 
parking lot of the church. Sign ups are online for each week’s event. Space 
is limited to allow for a safe gathering size. To register or to find more info on 
current Element happenings, visit: www.elementstudentministry.com

Questions? Contact Robert at rsturdivant@trinitybirmingham.com.

We are so excited to announce our new fall offerings called Connect groups.  
Connect groups are a creative and collaborative effort of both Trinity Kids and 
Trinity Music, designed to give us the opportunity to interact with your kids and 
foster faith and fun. 

On Tuesdays and Thursdays we will offer small groups for 4-week sessions for 
elementary kids. Our hope is that short sessions will give many children the chance 
to participate and provide us some flexibility with the changing landscape of health 
recommendations, too. All small groups will be limited in size, spacing participants 
6 ft. apart, and will use masks to protect each other while we connect. We will limit 
our sessions to 45 minutes to further limit exposure and do our best to meet safely 
for the full 4 weeks. Initially, we ask that you select ONE connect group per child so 
we can see as many smiling eyes as possible!

CHILDREN’S CHOIRS, Weejoice & more...
On Wednesday evenings virtual choirs for children are available. There are options 
for our youngest children (babies) to our older children (5th grade). 
To register for any Connect small group or children’s music program, visit:
www.trinitybirmingham.com/connect

From yoga and creative movement to a variety of music classes – there is most 
certainly something your child will enjoy. 



Join us for ONLINE Sunday worship services.
Beginning September 13, new times: 

• Traditional Worship at 8:30 AM  
• Contact Worship at 10:45 AM

Services are live-streamed on the Trinity 
Facebook page located at:
www.facebook.com/trinityumcbirmingham
Click on the Videos tab. (Facebook account not required)

Services may also be found on the Trinity 
YouTube channel located at:
www.youtube.com/trinityumcbirmingham

Note: All services are archived on both 
Facebook and YouTube – allowing you to 
watch at any time that is convenient.

RADIO BROADCAST
Another Sunday worship option is through our radio 
broadcast. Our service airs weekly on Sunday morning 
beginning at 9 AM on stations 1070AM and 99.5FM. 
We hope you will tune in and worship with us.

Let us know you are in attendance! 
Whether worshipping via radio or live stream, please 
remember to use the online attendance & giving form 
found at: http://bit.ly/1400attendance

worship online
young adults Tuesday Evenings at the Park

Are you in your 20’s or early 30’s? Not married? Out of college? 
If so, YOU are invited to join us on Tuesday nights outside from 7:00-8:00 PM.  
Bring your own chair, mask, and dinner! For more info and location details,  
contact Lisa Elliott at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.

To access the Trinity online membership directory, follow these easy steps.
Step One:   Go to tumcbham.shelbynextchms.com
                    At the bottom of the page, click on “Forgot Password.” 
Step Two:   At the prompt, enter the email address where you receive Trinity emails.
                    You will then receive an email with a username and password. 
Step Three: Use this username and password to log in. There you will have an          
                    opportunity to change your username AND your password.

Please contact Marie Pasco in the church office if you have any questions or to 
update your picture. (mpasco@trinitybirmingham.com, 879-1737)

CONNECT Today
with Trinity’s ONLINE Directory

Bring a chair,   wear a mask and join us for outdoor worship.

SUNDAYS  |  6pm
Trinity West Homewood front lawn, 914 Oak Grove Road

Reservations Required:  www.trinitybirmingham.com

Informative ZOOM sessions for 
all guests interested in becoming 
a Trinity member. Email Julie 
Wright for the Zoom link at
jwright@trinitybirmingham.com.



914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Matt Andrews  |  mandrews@trinitybirmingham.com

www.trinitywesthomewood.com

• 8:30 AM Outdoor Worship (in-person; RSVP required)

• 9:00 AM One Song, One Sermon (online; Facebook)

• 10:00 AM Community Hour Groups (online & in-person)

• 11:15-Noon Curbside Communion (in-person)

fall sunday schedule
Beginning September 13

rsvp today:  trinitywesthomewood.com
Questions? Email Matt at mandrews@trinitybirmingham.com

NEW!  Starting Sunday, September 13, Trinity West Homewood 
welcomes you to in-person worship on our front lawn. Join us at 8:30 AM 
for a socially-distanced, short, outdoor service of singing and preaching. 

– Spaces are limited so you must RSVP to attend. –
To reserve your spot and to review the guidelines for outdoor worship,

visit trinitywesthomewood.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Questions about 50+ Ministries or to RSVP for an event,
contact Julie Wright at 205-879-1737, jwright@trinitybirmingham.com

50
+

MINISTRIES

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17  •  JAMES SPANN  
Join us at Noon for this fun and informative ZOOM 
session with Birmingham’s own James Spann. He has 
served as the Chief Meteorologist for ABC 33/40 for 22 
years. In all, James has been a television weather anchor 
for 40 years covering tornados, hurricanes, snow storms 
and everything in between. He and his wife Karen have 
been married for 37 years, and they have two sons. He 
leads Children’s Worship every Sunday at Double Oak 
Community Church in Mount Laurel. Zoom in to hear 
James share about weather and life. For the Zoom link, please contact Julie 
Wright at jwright@trinitybirmingham.com.
 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24  •  FLU SHOT CLINIC (DRIVE THROUGH)
Mark your clendar and plan to drive through at Trinity Oxmoor for a Flu Shot and 
Pneumonia Vaccine Clinic. It will be held on Thursday, September 24 from
8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. More information to come....watch your email for details.
 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28  •  TAI CHI FOR BALANCE
On Monday, Septemeber 28 at Noon, join us for an entry level Tai Chi for Arthri-
tis and Balance ZOOM session. Tai Chi originated as a type of martial art very 
well known for its defense techniques and health benefits. There are many forms 
of Tai Chi. Zoom in and learn from Dr. Cassandra Frieson how it can combat 
arthritis and prevent injuries from falls. Cassandra Warner Frieson, DNP, MSN, 
NP-C, FNP-BC, is a doctorate-prepared advanced practice nurse with expertise in 
fall injury prevention and injurious falls in the elderly. She has nearly 20 years of 
experience as a Family Nurse Practitioner. Dr. Frieson is Founder and President 
of Fall Injury Prevention and Rehabilitation Center. Sign up day. Contact Julie 
Wright at jwright@trinitybirmingham.com for the Zoom link.
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Chef Bert and staff are here to help make dinner easier for you. 
Place your orders by Monday at midnight and pick up at Trinity 
on Wednesday between 4:30-5:30 PM (pick up Rain or Shine). 

Pay online at time of order or bring a check with you to pick up. 
No cash please. Ordering options: Feeds 2 - $15 / Feeds 4-6 - $30

Wednesday Night Meals to Go!

Order online:
www.trinitybirmingham.com

Questions? Email hospitality@trinitybirmingham.com

• Dr ive Through Event  •


