
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

APRIL 2019
VOL. 53 NO. 4

Easter at  Trinity

S U N D A Y

APRIL 21
Sunrise Service

6:30 AM
Trinity Youth – Homewood Park 

Traditional Worship Services
 8:30, 9:45 & 11:00 AM

Oxmoor Sanctuary

Contact Worship Services
8:15, 9:30 & 10:45 AM

Oxmoor Gym

Trinity West Homewood Services
6:30 AM Sunrise

9:00 AM & 11:00 AM
Trinity West Homewood Sanctuary

S A T U R D A Y

APRIL 20
Saturday Evening Service

6:00 PM
Traditional Worship, Oxmoor Sanctuary

EASTER SHUTTLE SERVICE – (Oxmoor campus) For your convenience, a shuttle van service will be available 
on Easter Sunday from Homewood Central Park from 8:00 AM - 12:15 PM.  Please consider using this shuttle service, 

or consider parking off site in nearby neighborhoods to allow for more parking in our lots for our Easter guests.

Easter Resurrection Cross
Participate in a Trinity Easter Sunday tradition 

and bring fresh flowers and greenery from your yard 
and decorate the “living crosses” on the front lawns of 

both campuses on Easter morning before worship.

Butterfly Release
Children will participate in the annual butterfly 

release on the front lawn of both campuses
on Easter Sunday!

E A S T E R  T R A D I T I O N S

2 CORINTHIANS 5:17 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 

the new creation has come: 
The old has gone, the new is here!

H O L Y  W E E K
See inside for service times and details.



[ A Note From The Finance Office ]
March marks the end of the first year of our three-year capital campaign - Multiply. 
To date, we have received $3.7 million in Multiply Capital Giving. This represents 
47% of our Oxmoor pledges and 31% of our West Homewood pledges! We are 
so thankful for the successful kickoff year and encourage those of you who are 
able to consider early completion of your Multiply pledges as we hope to keep 
our interest costs as low as possible throughout this construction period. We an-
ticipate our first draw on the construction loan later this month or in early April as 
construction progresses. The first two months of 2019 have resulted in a $7,500 
increase in our reserves with general budget giving coming in just over our oper-
ating expenses. While our pledged giving is down 6.7%, our non-pledged giving 
is up 10.9% over 2018.

Laura Ellis, CPA, Executive Director 
lellis@trinitybirmingham.com, 205-879-1737        

Grace and peace to my brothers and sisters in Christ!

Since August of this past year, we have been looking for our next Direc-
tor of Music Ministry. While Jodi Haskins has done a phenomenal job 
of leading the department forward in an interim role, along with the help 
of some remarkable Trinity servants, we knew this arrangement was not 
tenable for the long term. 

We made a choice early in the process to use a different method than 
we’ve used in previous searches. Rather than posting an opening and 
waiting for candidates to come to us, we reached out to people across 
the southeast who are experts in sacred music and choral leadership, and 
who also happen to be familiar with Trinity. We asked these partners 
to help us identify candidates who could ably lead us forward, and this 
resulted in five excellent candidates whom we invited to Trinity. 

I am excited to let you know that after several 
months of searching, on-campus interviews, and 
evaluation, the Music Director Search Committee 
has completed its work, and identified our next 
director, Josh Voiles. 

Josh comes to us from Greensboro United Methodist Church in the 
North Georgia conference. While he has only been in Greensboro for a 
short time, he has led dramatic growth in their sacred music program, 
while also creating outreach opportunities to teach children music 
through afterschool programs and a summer music camp. Prior to lead-
ing the music department in Greensboro, Josh served at Cookeville First 
UMC as the Associate Director. In Cookeville, Josh led the creation of 
a young adult choir composed of twenty-somethings, who took part not 
only in learning music together, but also created a fundraiser for a local 
food pantry. He is also an incredibly gifted vocalist in his own right.

In addition to his professional gifts, Josh brings a wonderful spirit to his 
work. His current senior pastor wrote to me, saying, “Josh has brought 
not only outstanding musical gifts and choral conducting skills, but also 
a spirit of Christian servant-hood to our congregation and team-building 
to our staff that are making a huge and very positive difference in our 
church and our community.” I am so excited to see what God is going 
to do through Josh’s ministry here at Trinity, as he leads one of our most 
important ministry areas into the future.

Josh will begin his work here in late May, following Easter. Please be in 
prayer for Josh and his wife, Camille (as they prepare to transition from 
a church that is brokenhearted to lose him), and make a new home here 
in Birmingham. A special thanks to our search committee, chaired by 
Steve Hartley, who put a lot of hours and prayer into this important jour-
ney. Also, please take every chance you can to thank Jodi Haskins for all 
the work her team has put in to lead us in worship throughout these last 
several months.
 
See you Sunday,

A Note from Pastor Brian

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

APRIL 15, 16 & 17
These half hour lunchtime services at12 PM Noon on 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of Holy Week 
provide a convenient worship opportunity. 

A guest speaker is featured and lunch is served following 
each service at 12:30 PM in the Oxmoor Fellowship Hall. 

($5 per person)  Nursery is provided. 

NOON SERVICES

MAUNDY THURSDAY
APRIL 18

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
6:00 PM - Oxmoor Sanctuary

GOOD FRIDAY
APRIL 19

SERVICES OF DARKNESS
6:00 PM - Oxmoor Sanctuary

Holy Week



United Methodist Women Upcoming Events
April Meeting & Dinner, April 29
UMW’s Hands on Mission Dinner and Program will be Monday, April 29 at 6 PM in the 
Fellowship Hall, Oxmoor Campus. UMW members, guests and kids/grandkids are invited 
to enjoy dinner and a hands on mission opportunity to benefit several local mission organi-
zations. Dinner reservations ($7.50) are required and non-UMW members should contact 
Billie Gray at gray81321@bellsouth.net. UMW Members should email Circle Chairs for 
dinner and nursery reservations. The deadline is Tuesday, April 23.

Flower & Bake Sale, May 11
This annual event will be held on Saturday, May 11 during the Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast 
and Garage Sale. Plan to pick up a plant, fresh cut floral arrangement, cookies, cakes or sa-
vory breads just in time for Mother’s Day. All proceeds will benefit UMW-supported missions.

Thank You! A big thank you to all who supported the recent Bundles of Hope Diaper 
Drive event! A blessing of 25,855 diapers and 7,117 wipes were donated to benefit
over 500 children and families in need.  

What is UMW?  The United Methodist Women at Trinity are part of a global network 
across the denomination focused on missions, spiritual enrichment and social action. 
UMW turns faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, children and youth around 
the world. Want to get involved or have questions about UMW? Contact Sarah Wessel at 
umwpresident@ trinitybirmingham.com.

What is UMW? The United Methodist Women at Trinity UMC are part of a global network 
across the denomination focused on missions, spiritual enrichment and social action. 
UMW turns faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, children and youth around 
the world. Want to get involved or have questions about UMW? Contact Sarah Wessel at 
umwpresident@ trinitybirmingham.com.

YOUNG ADULTS
TUESDAY EVENING DINNER & STUDY (20s & 30s not married)
Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? If so, join us on Tuesday nights at 
6:30 PM at the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott.  A free, home cooked dinner is served along with 
fellowship, study and door prizes!  For more info, email Lisa at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.

TUESDAY EVENING SMALL GROUP (20s & 30s single and married)
THE COLLECTIVE is a group of 20s and 30s, single and married folks, forming a 
community and studying practical biblical lessons for busy lives. We listen to podcasts, 
read passages from the Bible, and grow in fellowship. We would love for you to join us at the 
home of Mia Toole from 7-8 PM. For more info, email Mia at mtoole@trinitybirmingham.com.

SUNDAY SCHOOL (20s & 30s single and married)
You are invited to join the PHILOS class on Sundays from 9:45-10:30 AM. This group is 
made up of folks 20s & 30s, both single and married. The class is discussion-based and 
studies scripture as it relates to every day life. For more info, email David Hayes 
at hayesdavid29@gmail.com.

SUNDAY:
9 & 11 AM Worship  |  10 AM Community Hour  

914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Jack Hinnen  |   jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

NEW BOOK STUDY
“God Shows No Partiality” 

Each Sunday in April (not meeting on Easter Sunday) 10-11 AM

EASTER EGG HUNT
Saturday, April 6 at 10 AM

Don’t miss the annual egg hunt fun with friends and neighbors!

TWH GARDEN WORKDAY
Saturday, April 13 at 9 AM

Please wear gloves and bring garden tools.
The Trinity garden is accepting donations for garden tools, new and used.

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES
APRIL 21

Sunrise Service 6:30 AM
Easter Services 9 AM & 11 AM

Butterfly release after each of our Sunday services for the kids!

CELEBRATE RECOVERY 
Every Tuesday Night at 6:30 PM

This great ministry is made up of regular people who are on a journey toward 
wholeness; seeking recovery and celebrating God’s healing. 

Along with worship, trained leaders provide confidential groups where people 
can grow. Questions? Contact Jack at jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com.

Palm Cross Workshop
SATURDAY, APRIL 13
9AM - 12 Noon Come and go as you’re able.

Fellowship Hall, Oxmoor Campus
New this year! Students may receive community service 
credit hours/points by participating in this project!*
PALM STRIPPING is Thursday, April 11 from 9 am - 12 noon
in the east narthex. Volunteers are needed!



ELEMENTARY SPRING PROGRAM
• Wednesday, April 24 – 6:15 PM, Sanctuary
Sneak Peak for family and friends

• Sunday, April 28 – 10 :00 AM, Sanctuary 
Perform for the church, all are invited
 
PRESCHOOL SPRING PROGRAM 
• Wednesday, May 1 – 6:00 PM, Sanctuary

Rescue in the Night
Children’s Spring Music Programs

Questions about 50+ Ministries or to RSVP for an event,
Contact Julie Wright at 205-879-1737  |  jwright@trinitybirmingham.com

April 3 - BIBLICAL HISTORY CENTER DAY TRIP  This center in 
LaGrange, GA helps people encounter the ancient biblical world 
through its history and culture. Through authentic archaeological 
replicas, meal presentations, daily life artifacts, and lectures, ancient 
Middle Eastern life comes back to life today. The Biblical Meal is a 
4-course meal consisting of 15 different food items. Your guide will 
explain ancient practices including Passover and the Last Supper. 
($90) RSVP by 4/26. Bus leaves Oxmoor campus at 8:15 AM.

April 3 - BINGO! 11:30 AM at the Trinity West Homewood campus 
Fellowship Hall. Boxed lunches are available for $6. Please RSVP.

April 7 - “THE UNDERPANTS” AT HOMEWOOD THEATER  
Don’t miss this comedy by Steve Martin. Join us on Sunday, April 7. 
Vans will leave the Oxmoor campus at 2 PM, the show is at 2:30 PM. 
($10) RSVP required.

April 15 - TRINITY SINGERS CONCERT  Join the Trinity Singers 
at 2 PM as they present music at Somerby at One Nineteen.Vans will 
leave Oxmoor campus at 1 PM.

April 17 - LUNCH BUNCH AT THE WOOLWORTH  Join us for a 
trip to FIVE POINTS SOUTH. Vans leave Oxmoor campus at 11 AM. 
Lunch at 11:30 AM. RSVP Appreciated - pay for your own meal.

April 23 - PACESETTERS LUNCHEON  Oxmoor Fellowship Hall 
at 11:30 AM. Cheryl Hinnen and Kristan Walker will present informa-
tion about Trinity missions and outreach and share ideas for you to get 
involved. Please RSVP for lunch, $6.00.

April 27 - CIVIL RIGHTS DISTRICT WALKING TOUR  On Satur-
day, 4/27 at 10 AM we will enjoy a walking tour conducted by the 
Birmingham Civil Rights Institute and Barry McNealy. Meet Trinity 
friends for the hour-long tour, which begins at the main entrance to 
Birmingham Civil Rights Institute. The tour showcases the culture 
and history of Birmingham’s Historic Civil Rights and Fourth Avenue 
Business District. Note: In cases of inclement weather, the tour will 
not take place. RSVP Appreciated. No Charge.

50
+

MINISTRIES
UPCOMING EVENTS

•  MAY 29 Rickwood Classic Baseball Game
•  SEPT. 23-26    Ashville, NC – Biltmore Estate
•  DEC. 13-14 Dahlonega, GA – Holiday Trip

save the date!
Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

Join us on Facebook: 
TrinityKids

trinitykids
summer fun register now!
www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/

VENTURE, june 3-6
(For rising 4th-6th graders in fall 2019)
We’ll explore who God is calling us to be through worship, 
messages, time in small breakout groups, games, and after-
noons of serving our neighbors. We can’t wait for a fun week 
with our friends! June 3-6, 9 am - 3 pm

sumatanga day camp, june 10-14
(For rising 1st-3rd graders in fall 2019)
Once again, Trinity will be heading out to Camp Sumatanga 
for a week full of faith, fun and friends! This year’s focus 
will be on how God is Nigh, the many ways God comes close 
to us and guides us in our lives. Trinity will have 36 spots.
Cost is $150. See trinitybirmingham.com for more details... 
June 10-14, 8 am - 5 pm

Vacation bible school, july 15-18
(For rising 4k-3rd graders in fall 2019)
Join us for an out of this world VBS experience this summer 
as we explore where God’s power will take us! VBS fun will 
include crafts, recreation, music, snacks and fellowship. 
Due to construction, we will have limited availability this 
year. Register your children NOW to secure your spot! 
July 15-18, 9 am - 12pm

May 13, 16, 20 & 23
9 AM - 3:30 PM ($50) Deadline for application: April 15

Vestavia Hills Methodist Church
Face to Face was created to provide an opportunity for persons 60 and older to 

experience the best of the Walk to Emmaus without the stresses of the three-day, 
over-night, 72-hour program. Contact Julie Wright for applications.

Face to Face - The Emmaus Tradition



new to trinity?
If you are new to Trinity, we invite 
you to join us for NEXT STEPS. 
It’s a friendly membership track 
designed specifically for our guests 
and new members. 

   Next
Steps
Oxmoor Campus: Every Sunday 9:45 AM in the Large Parlor
Questions about NEXT STEPS? Contact Laura Feld
lfeld@trinitybirmingham.com  |  879-1737

At NEXT STEPS, you will meet pastors and staff, learn more about Trinity 
and our Methodist beliefs.

Trinity’s village of moms, MOMentum, will meet on Thursday, April 4 from 
10-11 AM in the Small Parlor.  This group, open to moms of kids of all ages, 
meets on the first Thursday of the month. A speaker will inspire the group 
on topics of parenting and faith and conversations will continue as we enjoy 
lunch together. Free childcare is provided. Lunch is served at 11 AM, $7.50 per 
person (Now accepting debit cards!) To RSVP or be added to the email list 
contact Donya Traylor @ 205-999-4328 or donyamt@bellsouth.net.

APRIL 4
10-11:00 AM

GUEST SPEAKER: Dr. Janet McLaren Bouknight, MD, MSCE
TOPIC: Infertility Awareness - Causes, Treatments & Myths

Download an APP and SUPPORT OUR YOUTH CHOIR! 
The Cross and Flame Youth Choir is heading to Florida this summer - Lakeland, 

Orlando, and Tampa/St Pete - for their 
annual choir tour. You can help them raise 
funds for the trip by downloading the free 
Planet Fundraiser APP.  All you have to do 

is choose Cross and Flame Youth Choir as your cause and then take a picture of your 
receipts from purchases at participating businesses. The APP will show you a list of 
local participating businesses wherever you are (based on your GPS location). 
Thank you for your support. Questions? Contact Jodi Haskins at 879-1737 or 
jhaskins@trinitybirmingham.com.

Trinity’s annual middle school 
Discovery Weekend was held 
March 8-10.

455 students and over 150 
adult leaders came together to 
connect with God and friends – 
and to learn how to grow deeper 
in their faith. 

Thank you to the hundreds of 
Trinity volunteers that made this  
beautiful weekend possible.discovery weekend 2019

Missions& outreach

– Do you want to serve with Outreach? Contact our Outreach Coordinator, 
Rev. Cheryl Hinnen at 205-879-1737  |  chinnen@trinitybirmingham.com. 
– For other questions about Missions & Outreach, contact our Director of Outreach, 
Kristan Walker at 205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com.

Children’s Clothing Donations Needed
We are now accepting like new or new warm weather clothing and 
shoes for our Children’s Clothing Closet. Drop off donations at the 
Oxmoor Road campus or Trinity West Homewood campus. 

Lenten Prayer Luncheon - April 9
Together We Pray: Our Food Share Ministry invites you to gather for 
a Lenten Prayer Luncheon, Tuesday, April 9, 11:30-12:30 PM in the 
Fellowship Hall at Trinity West Homewood. All are invited to attend.

LENTEN OFFERING 2019
Every penny given to Trinity’s 
Lenten Offering will support our 
25 ministry partners. This special 
offering supports organizations 

that provide shelter, education, and health 
care to individuals and families in need in 
Alabama and beyond. 

You may deliver your offering to the church 
office or place your gift in the offering plate 
at any time during Lent. Please mark your 
check Lenten Offering.

New! Text Giving. You may text your 
Lenten Offering gift to 205-235-6033.

If you have questions about this special, 
second-mile gift, contact Kristan Walker 
at 205-879-1737 or email her at
kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com.

Trinity’s Ministry Partners:
Camp Sumatanga
Church of the Reconciler
Community Furniture Bank
Disability Rights and Resources
Dream Garden
Fair Haven, Fountain of Love
Family Promise
Firehouse Shelter
First Light
Habitat for Humanity
Hall Kent’s RISE Summer Enrichment Program
Jeremiah’s Hope Academy
McCoy Adult Daycare
M-Power Ministries
Overflow Foundation
PEER, Inc
Triumph
United Community Centers
United Counseling
United Methodist Children’s Home
Upper Sand Mountain Parish
Urban Ministry
Wesley Foundations,
Auburn, Alabama and UAB



www.trinitybirmingham.com

Open the latest 
issue of

TIDINGS

Oxmoor Campus:  1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood •  205.879.1737  |  Trinity West Homewood:  914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood •  205.942.4622
CARE LINE: 205.868.9709                                                                                                                                                          ON CALL #: 205.538.3682

Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished monthly by Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 1400 Oxmoor 
Road, Birmingham (Homewood), 
AL 35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 1400 Oxmoor 
Road, Homewood, AL 35209-
3998

OXMOOR CAMPUS:          Traditional Worship 8:30 & 11:00 AM  •  Contact Worship 8:30 & 10:45 AM
              Sunday School 9:45 AM   •   Youth Activities 6:00 PM
TRINITY WEST HOMEWOOD:  Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM  •  Community Hour 10:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

important dates
April 6  Easter Egg Hunt, 10 AM

April 8  Administrative Board Meeting, 7 PM

April 13 Palm Cross Workshop, 9 AM-12 PM

April 15-17 Holy Week Noon Services, 12 PM

April 18 Maundy Thursday Service, 6 PM

April 19 Good Friday Service, 6 PM

April 21 EASTER SUNDAY
April 23 Pacesetter Luncheon, 11:30 AM

April 29 UMW Meeting & Dinner, 6 PM
order your easter flowers
On Easter Sunday, help decorate our sanc-
tuaries and honor or remember a special 
loved one by placing a beautiful hydrangea 
in their name. ($21 each) 
Order forms are available in all Narthexes 
(both campuses) and in the church office. 

• Order Deadline: April 15 •

Questions? Contact Melinda Hurd at 
mhurd4018@gmail.com.

April 7          Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson      Jack Hinnen
April 14        Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson      Jack Hinnen
April 21        EASTER SUNDAY, see front page for a full list of service times
April 28        Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson      Jack Hinnen

april preaching schedule
SUNDAY:  Traditional         Contact  8:30 a / 10:45 a         West HWD

Rev. Sheri Ferguson will address common issues and concerns of caregivers 
while also sharing ways to help you also take care of yourself. If you consider 
yourself a caregiver to a loved one in any way, this luncheon is to honor you. 
Sunday, April 7 at 12:15 PM – Fellowship Hall. No Charge, RSVP Appreciated.
Questions? Contact Julie at 879-1737 or jwright@trinitybirmingham.com.


