
This 4th annual student ministry fundraiser will be held at 
Highland Park Golf on Friday, August 4. Check in is at 12 Noon, 
shotgun start is at 1 PM. Support our students and register as a 
team or individual today: http://elementstudentministry.com/golf/

Questions? Contact Robert at rsturdivant@trinitybirmingham.com

ELement golf tournament
friday, august 4
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Using your smartphone or tablet!
http://subsplash.com/trinityunited/app

Have you downloaded the Trinity APP?

Trinity hosted VBS for hundreds of 
children in July. The campers, ages 

4K-3rd grade, discovered their strength 
in God at Hero Central through crafts, 

recreation, music, and fellowship. 
Many thanks to the volunteers, 

our Heroes, who worked so 
diligently to make this a 

powerful and wonderful week!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL



Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Some of my friends in ministry lead 
churches that slow down during the sum-
mer.  I’ve learned that is never the case 
here at Trinity! While summer remains an 
important time for families to step away 
from the demands and rhythms of daily 
life to renew themselves, that also means 
that several of our ministry areas do some 
of their most important work during these 
few months.  

Here are some highlights:

We have welcomed two phenomenal 
new pastors, Amy DeWitte and Christian 
Cheairs, whose gifts for ministry are only 
out-shined by their spirit and heart. We 
also welcomed back Andy Wolfe to the 
clergy ranks, in his new role as Pastor 
Emeritus.

Our Seasoned Adults headed west for a 
time of fellowship and exploring the gran-
deur of God’s creation.

The Cross and Flame Youth Choir headed 
north to Toronto, where they not only had 
a great time, they shared the good news of 
Christ’s love in churches, nursing homes, 
and even a homeless shelter.

Our student ministry has sent (literally) 
hundreds of students and adult volunteers 
to be in service in places like Memphis, 
Midfield, and even Panama.

Our elementary ministry team (and dozens 
of wonderful volunteer helpers) led an 
incredible Vacation Bible School week, 
Venture camp for our older elementary 
kids, along with a number of opportunities 
throughout the summer for families to 
re-connect with each other and God.

There are also countless individual stories 
I could share with you of lives changed, 
challenges met, decisions of faith, and the 
holy, ordinary work of life and death that 
comes with being a church family.  For 
many folks in the church, this has not been 
an ordinary summer, and I am so grateful 
for the ways that the love of our Trinity 

family shines brightest when those within 
the fold are going through their darkest 
times.

Our Master Planning team has also contin-
ued their work through the summer, engag-
ing various constituencies throughout the 
church for feedback, as well as identifying 
some deferred maintenance issues that 
need to be addressed immediately. I cannot 
say enough about the dedication of the 
team we’ve assembled to guide us through 
this next horizon of vision and ministry.  
We have already asked a lot of them, both 
in terms of their time, as well as their 
spiritual investment in this process.

I also appreciate your patience, as I know 
that the excitement of decisions being 
made and plans being set always causes 
some anxiety in a church. I have said it in 
earlier messages, but one of the most im-
portant ways we can support this work to-
gether is to not spread gossip or half-truths 
about what the future holds (Paul spends 
a good bit of ink in his letters describing 
the danger this kind of speculation can do 
in a church). If you have a question about 
the process, please talk to me or someone 
on the Master Planning team. Our plan 
remains to hold a “town hall” meeting 
once the school year starts back, and give 
everyone in the church family a chance 
to give feedback not only on our physical 
facilities, but also the mission and ministry 
needs of the church. 

Trinity is in one of its most fruitful seasons 
of ministry, and we bear a responsibility to 
those who got us to this point, as well as 
those who will reap what we sow during 
this time. Let us faithfully face the future 
together, as a family, that God’s will might 
be done in us.

I hope yours has been a blessed summer, 
and that you’re ready for what God is 
going to do in these coming days!

See you Sunday,
Brian

A Note from Pastor Brian

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

young adults Tuesday Evening Dinner Study
Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? 
If so, join us on Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM at the home of 
Mark & Lisa Elliott.  A free, home cooked dinner is served 
along with fellowship, study and door prizes!  For more info, 
contact Lisa at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com

LONG-TERM STUDIES
•  DISCIPLE 1: Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study (24 weeks)
•  DISCIPLE 4: Under the Tree of Life (32 weeks)

SHORT-TERM STUDIES
•  ALPHA (10 sessions @ Oakmont campus *)
•  THE CREATIVE CALL (8 sessions)
•  THE BIBLE AND HUMAN SEXUALITY (6 sessions)
•  FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY (10 sessions)
•  BECOMING A CONTAGIOUS CHRISTIAN (7 sessions)
•  DIVORCECARE (12 sessions)
•  STRENGTHS (4 sessions)
•  BABY BOOMER Fall Speaker Series (6 independant sessions)
•  MATTHEW - Interpretation Bible Studies (11 sessions)
•  NAMASTE - Yoga (ongoing)
•  REV. BRIAN ERICKSON’S BIBLE STUDY (ongoing)

WOMEN’S STUDY
•  THE GOSPEL OF MARK - The Jesus We’re Aching For (8 sessions)

MEN’S STUDY 
•  WHEN THE GAME IS OVER, 
   IT ALL GOES BACK IN THE BOX (6 sessions)

PARENTING STUDIES
•  THE SMART STEPFAMILY (8 sessions)
•  STRENGTHS BASED PARENTING: Developing Your Children’s    
   Innate Talents (6 sessions)
•  MOMentum (monthly, ongoing)

fall studies...

studies begin the week of august  23(* ALPHA begins August 17)

TO REGISTER AND FOR A COMPLETE LISTING OF STUDIES
including study details, meeting day, time and leader visit:

www.trinitybirmingham.com

Questions? Contact Jessica Lane | jlane@trinitybirmingham.com

join a small group



SUNDAY, AUGUST 27 - You are invited to UMW’s Open House!  [ Oxmoor campus ]
Please join the United Methodist Women (UMW) of Trinity for an Open House and Fall 
Kick-off on Sunday, August 27 from 10-11:00 AM in the Second Floor Commons area. 
Stop by for light refreshments and learn more about fall activities and how you can plug 
into this mission-focused women’s ministry.

The United Methodist Women are women of many generations, phases of life and talents 
who come together on a monthly basis for fun, fellowship and hands-on-mission work for 
women, youth and children. The UMW of Trinity put faith, hope and love in action.

United Methodist Women Upcoming Events

– Questions about UMW? Contact Cel Bailey at umwpresident@trinitybirmingham.com.–

SUNDAY:
9 & 11 AM Worship  |  10 AM Community Hour  
Oakmont Campus 914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Jack Hinnen  |   jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

August 2 Seasoned Adult Box Lunches & Bingo, 11:30 AM
August 6 Regular Worship Hours Return, 9 AM & 11 AM
August 6 Blessing of the Backpacks, 9 AM & 11 AM
August 9 FoodShare Ministry, 9-11 AM
August 13 Welcome Back “Sundae”, 10 AM
August 15 Trinity Men’s Dinner & Speaker, 6:30 PM 
August 15 Oakmont Circle 2, 10 AM
August 17 ALPHA Begins, 6 PM
August 19 Project Serve @ East Lake Market, 7:15 AM
August 23 FoodShare Ministry, 9-11 AM
August 27 3rd-5th Grade Bible Presentation, 9 AM & 11 AM

AUGUST EVENTS

9 & 11 AM Worship Returns
August marks the return of our two Sunday worship hours (9 & 11 AM).
These services will be now be the same format, and will incorporate 
modern worship with traditional elements - creating a spirit-filled, 
welcoming atmosphere. Join us!

KIDS! Join us on August 6 & 13
• AUGUST 6 : Blessing of the Backpacks! Bring your backpack to worship 
for a special moment to prepare us for a great start to the school year.
• AUGUST 13 : Welcome Back “Sundae” - Join us for a sweet treat in 
the Fellowship Hall during the 10 AM Community Hour.

•
ALPHA Begins August 17

What does it mean to be a Christian? Have questions about Christianity? 
Join us for ALPHA – a series of 10 sessions exploring the Christian faith. 
Each Thursday evening looks at a different question around faith and is de-
signed to create conversation. Dinner and childcare are provided. No Fee. 
Thursdays, 6-7:30 PM. Register: www.trinitybirmingham.com

•

Questions about SALT? 
Contact Donna Roose at 205-879-1737, droose@trinitybirmingham.com

Wednesday, August 2 - Box Lunches & Bingo
11:30 AM-1:00 PM, Oakmont campus. Bring $6.00 for your lunch, visit with your 
old friends and make some new friends. Play Bingo for fun prizes!

Wednesday, August 16 - Lunch Bunch (Date is tentative!)
Depart at 10:30 AM from Oxmoor campus. Join us for lunch at Silvertron Café at 
11 AM. After lunch we will visit Birmingham Holocaust Education Center. $10.00 
for van fee and donation to the center. Lunch on your own.

Tuesday, August 22 - MOVERS & SHAKERS Meeting
11:30 AM - 1 PM Oxmoor campus. We will be celebrating a new 
year of Movers & Shakers with our annual football season kick-off! 
Come dressed in the colors of your favorite school. Bring shakers 
and any school photos or memorabilia you want to share. 
Guest speaker will be Trinity’s own Dan Carlson, Senior Associate 
Athletics Director for Administration at UAB. $6.00 for lunch.

Tuesday, August 24 - Service For The Season
10-11:30 AM, Oxmoor campus, Small Dining Room. Come and give back to Trinity 
as we help staff members with simple tasks that will aid them in their ministries.

October 17 & 18 Fall Trip... Sign up is underway!
CHATTANOOGA, TN & BLUE RIDGE, GA
Enjoy lunch and a cruise on a riverboat in Chattanooga, followed by free time there. 
We will spend the night and then enjoy a train ride from Blue Ridge, GA. We will 
top off the trip with a stop at an orchard for apples and goodies to bring home. 

Van Drivers Needed! If you are under 70 and are available during the daytime, 
please consider becoming a van driver for the SALT ministry! We desperately need 
drivers once a month for Lunch Bunch trips. SALT pays for your lunch and admit-
tance fees to any venue or event. Call Donna and sign up!

seasoned adults

GO
team!

project serve

Trinity West Homewood volunteers at 
East Lake Farmers market. The next 

opportunity to participate is
Saturday, August 19.

fall Speaker Series
Begins wed.August 23
Wednesday Evenings  |  6-7 PM  |  Room 219
QUESTIONS? Contact Donna Roose
205.879.1737  |  droose@trinitybirmingham.com



trinitykids
AUgust 6  •  Backpack sunday
All services, both campuses  
Kids! Let’s start the school year off right!
Bring your backpacks to worship for a special blessing.

AUgust 13  •  welcome back “sundae”
Both campuses, Fellowship Hall   |  At 10 AM children and their 
parents will check in at stations in the children’s areas, then go meet 
new Sunday School teachers in the classrooms. Also, make sure to 
sign up for kids choirs and handbells! Best of all, we will gather to 
enjoy Ice Cream Sundaes in the Fellowship Hall!
 

AUGUST 19  •  family serve saturday
Join us for the final SERVE SATURDAY of the summer. We will be packing fresh 
produce at East Lake UMC and delivering the boxed produce to local neighbors. 
We’ll gather at 7:15 AM and finish by 10:30 AM.

AUGUST 23  •  Wednesday Night Activities return
Don’t miss the first night of Wednesday evening activities of the school year. 
Bring your family and join us for a yummy dinner before choirs and fun!

AUGUST 27  •  3rd grade bible presentation
Oxmoor campus   |   Rising 3rd grade students will be recognized 
at 8:45 AM services in Traditional and Contact worship. Bibles will 
then be presented to the students during the Sunday School hour in 
the Sanctuary at 10 AM.  
Oakmont campus   |   Rising 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students will 
be presented Bibles during worship at both  9 & 11 AM services.

AUGUST 27  •  SPARK!
Oxmoor campus   |  5th graders! Join us on Sunday, August 27
at 5:30 PM for a fun-filled night. Don’t miss it!

Ministry

Missions& outreach

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

Join us on Facebook: 
TrinityKids

[ A Note From The Finance Office ]

Looking back on the first half of 2017, we have many things to 
celebrate. To date, we have spent 48.5% of our annual budget. 
Our halls have been filled with exciting ministries and we have 
even completed renovations on our West Homewood parsonage.  
Over the last six months, we have also received 49% of our giving 
budget! With your continued support, we will be able to meet our 
2017 goals. If you are planning to be out and about this summer, 
remember that you can continue join us in worship by listening 
and giving online at www.trinitybirmingham.com.

Laura Ellis, CPA            lellis@trinitybirmingham.com
Executive Director          205-879-1737

For full details on all events listed above, log on to
www.trinitybirmingham.com/get-involved/

Questions about Trinity Missions & Outreach? 
Kristan Walker   205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

8/9 &
8/23

FOODSHARE MINISTRY (Oakmont campus)
Volunteer with our FOODSHARE from 9-11AM at Trinity West Home-
wood. We provide free food and household supplies to families in 
need, volunteers bring snacks and a craft for the children. Donations 
of laundry detergent and paper products are always needed!

BACKPACK MINISTRY CELEBRATION
The 2017-2018 school year is here! Help 
us launch the 3rd year of our BACKPACK 
MINISTRY by donating on Sunday, 8/13 
(or any day of the year)!  As a result of 
your generosity, in our first 2 years of 
this ministry Trinity has provided 12,044 
weekend meal packs to hungry children 
in Homewood and West End. Just $3.95 
will feed one student for a weekend (approx. $140 will feed 1 student for 
the whole school year). Checks can be made payable to Trinity UMC, 
MEMO: Backpacks. 

SERVE SATURDAY
Join us at East Lake UMC for our final SERVE Saturday for the 
summer! We will assemble and deliver fresh produce to older 
adults in need. All ages can participate, arrive at 7:15 AM and 
finish by 10:30 AM.

SAVE THE DATE! FALL CROP DROP (Oakmont campus)
On Saturday morning, September 9, we will host a crop drop. 
Hundreds of helping hands will be needed...mark your calendar!
This is a great family-friendly service project.

8/13

8/19

Kid
Friendly

9/9

Kid
Friendly

AUGUST 12  •  Service scavenger hunt
6th graders! Make sure you are registered for Confirmation...
and join us for a fun scavenger hunt as we get to know one another!!! (Time TBD)

AUGUST 13  •  1st confirmation lesson @ 6 PM
Meet in the Gym for our first night of Confirmation. See you there!

If you have questions about Confirmation or to register your child, contact 
Eleanor Christiansen 205-879-1737, echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

Begins this month!



welcome!new members

Stephanie and Drew Cook
2257 Pine Crest Circle, Vestavia Hills 35216
The Cooks joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. Drew is a nursing home 
administrator and Stephanie is a special education 
teacher. They have two daughters, Harper (5) and 
Sadie (2).

Donna and Wade Hendon
1838 Parkside Circle, Homewood 35209
The Hendons joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination. Wade works for H & H 
Industrial Sales and Donna is a systems administra-
tor for Regions Bank.

Andrea and Corey Tyree
100 Lucerne Blvd., Homewood 35209
The Tyrees joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination and by profession of faith. 
Corey works for Southern Research and Andrea works 
in medical sales. They have a daughter, Reed (1).

Alison and Oliver Parker
2187 Portobello Road, Birmingham 35242
The Parkers joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. They are both teachers 
in the Hoover City School system. The have two 
children, Maggie (9) and Will (6 mo.)

Bonnie Dawson (not pictured)
134 Grande View Circle, Maylene 35114
Bonnie joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist Church. She is a CPA for Coosa Composites.

Laura and Matthew Gosney
861 Forrest Drive, Homewood 35209
The Gosneys joined Trinity by profession of 
faith and by transfer from another United Meth-
odist Church. Matt is a sales territory manager 
for Trimech Solutions and Laura is a recruitment 
coordinator at Children’s of Alabama. They have a 
daughter, Olivia (1).

Virginia Anderson
3236 Ridgely Drive, Vestavia Hills 35243
Virginia joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. She is a dietician at
Children’s of Alabama. 

Debra and Howie Myers
1806 Kinsington Road, Homewood 35209
The Myers joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination. Howie works for SouthPoint 
Bank. They have three children, Harrison (13), 
Landon (13) and Darby (12).

Melissa and Chris Nix
1609 Gentilly Drive, Vestavia Hills 35226
The Nix family joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination and by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. Melissa is a dentist and 
Chris works for Knight Eady Sports Group. They 
have a son, Frank (2).

Jo Ann Jones
1453 Sawyer Pass, Hoover 35226
Jo Ann joined Trinity by vows from another Christian 
denomination. She is retired.

Guests new to trinity?
If you are new to Trinity, we invite you to join us for 
NEXT STEPS. It’s a friendly membership track designed 
specifically for our guests and new members. 
At NEXT STEPS, you will meet pastors and staff, 
learn more about Trinity and our Methodist beliefs.

   Next
Steps
• Oxmoor Campus:   Every Sunday 10 AM in the Large Parlor
Questions about NEXT STEPS? Contact Jessica Lane
jlane@trinitybirmingham.com  |  879-1737

Wednesday Evening Activities 
Return Wednesday, August 23

Adult Studies!
Fall small groups begin! 6 PMQuestions or for more details, contactjlane@trinitybirmingham.com

Kids Choirs!
5-5:30 PM Handchimes & Handbells

5:30-6:15 PM 3K-5th grade choirs
6:15-7 PM Rotating activities
To sign up or for more details, contact

jhaskins@trinitybirmingham.com

WEDNESDAY SUPPER
4:30-6:00 PM  •  Fellowship Hall

$20.00 Family Maximum  (or) 
    - $6.00 per adult
    - $3.00 per child (9 and under)
    - $5.00 per senior adult (60+)
    - $5.00 Salad Bar
Please make a reservation online at
www.trinitybirmingham.com
 
8/23 Menu
Taco & Nacho Bar
beans and rice,
flan and cookies!

Dear Trinity, 
On behalf of my family, please accept my deep gratitude for the gracious sending 
forth of our family from Trinity into a new season of ministry here in the Ross 
Bridge community. The farewell reception was a Spirit-filled experience for us as we 
had the opportunity to say goodbye to people who mean so much to us. The generous 
love offering we received has helped us get settled into our new home and provided 
three children with new bicycles to explore their new community. 

The five years we had with you nourished our family life, widened our experience 
of God, and re-shaped me as a pastoral leader. Our family and my pastoral ministry 
will forever bear the gracious marks of our experience of Trinity United Methodist 
Church. Thank you for striving to become the church God knows you can be. 

With abiding love and appreciation, 

Nathan, Kameron, J. Henry, Amelia & Hanna Carden



OXMOOR CAMPUS:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM 
OAKMONT CAMPUS:  Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM  •  Community Hour 10:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished monthly by Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 1400 Oxmoor 
Road, Birmingham (Homewood), 
AL 35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

Open the latest 
issue of

TIDINGS

For more info or to participate,
mail Jenny Denson at
artinthelotTUMC@gmail.com.

save the date! Sat. October  7

Oxmoor Campus:  1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood •  205.879.1737  |  Oakmont Campus:  914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood •  205.942.4622
CARE LINE: 205.868.9709                                                                                                                                                ON CALL #: 205.538.3682

www.trinitybirmingham.com

important dates
August 4 Element Golf Tournament, 12 Noon

August 6 Blessing of the Backpacks, All services

August 13 Welcome Back “Sundae”, 10 AM

August 13 Confirmation Begins, 6 PM

August 15 Trinity Men Dinner @ Oakmont, 6:30 PM

August 19 Serve Saturday @ East Lake, 7:15 AM

August 19-20 High School Discovery Weekend

August 23 Wednesday Supper Returns, 4:30-6 PM

August 23 Kids Choirs & Fall Studies Begin

August 27 UMW Open House, 10 AM

August 27 3rd grade Bible Presentation, 10 AM

August 19 & 20   |   register @ elementstudentministry.com

youth


