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This 5th annual student ministry fundraiser will be held at 
Highland Park Golf on Friday, August 3. Check in is at 12 Noon, 
shotgun start is at 1 PM. Support our students and register as a 
team or individual today: http://elementstudentministry.com/golf/

Questions? Contact Robert at rsturdivant@trinitybirmingham.com

ELement golf tournament
friday, august 3

 Becky Hutto volunteered with STAIR last 
school year to help one student have a 

greater chance of high school graduation 
and career success. Becky says 

she “Gives God thanks that this 2nd 
grader, who was a frustrated reader, 

progressed and became confident and 
now enjoys reading.”

See inside on how you can  volunteer.

STAIR TUTORING PROGRAM
volunteer This fall

ONWARD! High School Discovery is August 18-19. 
Do not miss this amazing weekend...
Register: elementstudentministry.com/onward2018/

Questions? Contact Robert at 879.1737
rsturdivant@trinitybirmingham.comAUG 18-19

Beginning on Labor Day weekend, 
September 2, Contact services 

will move to the GYM.
Also! The late service will

shift from 11 AM to 10:45 AM.
(See Pastor Brian’s update inside)

contact worship
September 2



    

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

Grace and peace to you! It has been a very busy summer here 
at Trinity, including record-breaking student ministry mission 
experiences and the largest Vacation Bible School we’ve ever 
hosted. It’s also been a time of significant meetings and deci-
sion-making, as Trinity moves forward into our future. We’ve 
got a lot going on, and some very important things coming up, 
and I want to use this month’s article to fill you in on a bit of it.

Building Update
On Monday night, July 16, the Building Committee made 
its final proposal to the Administrative Board, unanimously 
recommending to proceed with the full master plan as outlined 
earlier in the year. The 12.8 million dollar plan includes new 
children’s ministry space for elementary kids, an enlarged and 
updated Contact worship space, renovated traditional narthex, 
relocated administrative suite on the first floor of the building, 
new entrances and a welcome center, as well as significant 
updates to the Trinity West Homewood campus. 

This recommendation is the culmination of over a year and a half 
of meetings, consultations, member feedback, and revisions. Fol-
lowing our capital campaign, which so far has garnered pledges 
of 7.8 million dollars, the Building Committee went back to 
the master plan, attempting to find some resolution that would 
avoid the need to borrow additional funds. With critical HVAC 
replacement costing over 3 million dollars, and the infill building 
totaling over 7.5 million, however, there was simply no “com-
promise” solution that didn’t dramatically veer from the master 
plan goals, or create significant new problems (like the loss of 
adult discipleship space). As part of the proposal, the Building 
Committee recognizes the need for a second capital campaign, 
once the 3 years of the Multiply campaign has fully concluded, 
should we approve their recommendation. 

On August 13, there will be a “church conference” vote (mean-
ing that all members in good standing have both voice and vote). 
It will be held at 7 PM in the Sanctuary. In September, assuming 
the recommendation passes at the August 13 church conference, 
the Administrative Board will convene in a charge conference 
to approve final details, including financing terms. Construction 
would likely begin in October, and last 11-12 months.

A video recording of the Building Committee’s presentation is 
available on our website, and I think you will find it thorough, 
prayer-filled, and compelling. Please take a moment to thank 
Mark Limbaugh and the members of the Building Committee 
team when you see them at church – they have not only shown 
incredible devotion to their task, they have displayed the best 
of what it means to lead the church forward with vision and 
compassion.

 

CONTACT Worship Changes
As we move into the fall, we are also turning our attention to 
some key Sunday morning changes. Beginning on Labor Day 
weekend, September 2, the Contact service will shift to the 
gym at 8:30 AM and a brand new worship time for the late 
service, 10:45 AM. The 11:00 AM traditional service in the 
Sanctuary will remain in the same time slot.

This move allows for me to preach regularly in both traditional 
services, as well as the late Contact service, and gives us some 
important continuity as we move into a year of construction 
and transition. While Pastor Amy DeWitte will remain the 
primary preacher in the 8:30 AM Contact service, I have asked 
her to assume more of the responsibility for our discipleship 
formation program, which has not been given the attention it 
needs in the last few years, and is an absolutely critical piece in 
moving us forward as a church. In his role as Executive Pastor, 
David Thompson will help coordinate worship planning and 
logistics for the Contact services, managing both the staff and 
the volunteer teams in that area.

The adjustments to both Contact worship space and times will 
require some flexibility from all of us, but I think we will all be 
pleased with the results in the long run.

The United Methodist Church
As some of you may have been following in the news, the next 
several months will be very important for the future of the 
United Methodist denomination. At the end of July, the Com-
mission on the Way Forward was scheduled to release a series 
of three proposals to be considered by a special called General 
Conference in February 2019, related to how the church moves 
forward on deeply divisive issues of human sexuality. It’s 
important that you realize much of what is being discussed for 
the global church will not have day-to-day impact on the way 
Trinity carries out our mission, but we certainly need to be in 
prayer as we all seek to function as Christ’s body despite our 
differences in perspective. I will be hosting a 2 week study on 
August 8 and August 15 in Wesley Hall at 6 PM, to give those 
who are interested both some context for the current debate 
as well as a better understanding of next steps – this won’t so 
much be “here’s how you should think about this” but “here’s 
how we got here.”
 
We’ve also hired a phenomenal new Facilities Director, Michael 
Moran, and are in the process of naming our next Senior Adult 
Ministry Director. I told you there was a lot going on!

When the early church is still getting its act together in the first 
few chapters of Acts, the disciples lead the believers in praying 
for boldness. I think of that passage often, as I am more likely 
to pray for calm than I am for courage. But what we most need 
now, as the followers of Jesus called Trinity, is boldness. The 
boldness to walk into God’s vision for our future, the boldness 
to reach the next generation for Christ, the boldness to uphold 
the rich legacy of those who have gone before us.

See you Sunday!

A Note From Pastor Brian

Pastor Brian will lead a 
two-week study on our 

United Methodist denomina-
tion’s current conversation 
about human sexuality, the 

work of the Commission 
on a Way Forward, and the 
upcoming February 2019 

General Conference. 

Aug. 8 & 15 • 6-7 PM
Wesley hall

State of the
United Methodist Church

• 2 Week Study •

Questions? Contact David 
Thompson at dthompson@

trinitybirmingham.com

Sunday, August 5 
Building Committee 

Recommendation Presentation

9:45 AM  - Wesley hall

building 
update

sessions

Monday, August 13 
CHURCH CONFERENCE

All members in good standing 
have both voice and vote.

7:00 pM  - sanctuary



United Methodist Women Upcoming Events

You’re invited!UMW Open House, August 26
Please join the United Methodist Women (UMW) of Trinity for UMW Sunday and 
Open House on Sunday, August 26 from 10-11 AM in the Fellowship Hall. 
Stop by for light refreshments and learn more about fall activities and how you can 
plug into this mission-focused women’s ministry.

The United Methodist Women are women of many generations, phases of life and 
talents who come together on a monthly basis for fun, fellowship and mission work 
for women, youth and children. The UMW of Trinity put faith, hope and love in action. 
For more information, contact Tiffany Slocum at umwpresident@trinitybirmingham.com.

SUNDAY:
9 & 11 AM Worship  |  10 AM Community Hour  
Oakmont Campus 914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Jack Hinnen  |   jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

Trinity West Homewood is seeking a part time Children’s Ministry Director. 
This job will help the children of our community and our church learn 

how to love God and love neighbor. This person must have a developed, 
humble relationship with Jesus Christ. Candidates will lead a community 
oriented ministry, and will need to exhibit abilities to manage and recruit 
paid staff and volunteers, while looking for new ways to engage our chil-

dren in their faith. Candidates should contact Jack for more info.

Rev. Julie Holly from BSC, August 5
Rev. Julie Holly is preaching August 5. 

She is the Chaplain at Birmingham-Southern College. At 10 AM there will 
be a question and answer time in the Fellowship Hall. This is a great 

opportunity for Trinity families, BSC families, and community families to 
hear someone who is an expert on how faith can be lived in college. 

All parents and students are invited!

Welcome Back “Sundae,” August 12
Welcome Back “Sundae” returns to kick-off another great school year! 
Children will gather to enjoy Ice Cream Sundaes in the Fellowship Hall 

at 9 & 11 AM during worship.

New Small Groups Begin, August 30
THURSDAY evenings beginning August 30 from 6-7 PM:

• Enneagram: Seeing Yourself and the World Through New Lenses
• The Gospel of Luke

To sign up, or for more info please contact Jack!



Join a small group study this fall. Offerings include...

wednesday evenings
Disciple 4: Under the Tree of Life  This study concentrates 
on the Writings, the Gospel of John, and Revelation. Present 
through the entire study is the sense of living toward comple-
tion – toward the climax of the message and the promise. 
32 sessions. Wednesdays, 6:15-7:15 PM, beginning August 
22. Led by Duane Shroyer. Cost: $32

Rev. Brian Erickson’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays, 6:15-7:15 PM, beginning August 22. No cost

Making Sense of the Bible: Rediscovering the Power of 
Scripture Today  Addressing hot-button issues, this study 
helps answer questions frequently asked by Christians and 
non-Christians alike. 7 sessions. Wednesdays, 6:15-7:15 PM, 
beginning August 22. Led by Rev. Reid Crotty. Cost: $11

The Anatomy of Peace: Resolving the Heart of Conflict 
What if conflicts at home, work and the world stem from the 
same root cause? What if we systematically misunderstand 
that cause? Learn how to address conflicts. 7 sessions. 
Wednesdays, 6:15-7:15 PM, beginning August 22. Led by 
Rev. Amy DeWitte. Cost: $11

Belong  A loving, welcoming, all-inclusive environment for 
women of all demographics to belong. Connect with one 
another and grow in faith through prayer, scripture and 
storytelling. One Wednesday each month, 6:15-7:15 PM, 
beginning August 29. No cost

Strengths Finder  Do you have the opportunity to do what 
you do best every day? All too often, our natural talents go 
untapped. This study will reveal your top five talents and 
teach you to use them. 4 sessions. Wednesdays, 6:15-7:15 
PM, beginning September 5. Led by Jane Smith. Cost: $15

thursday mornings
Covenant   We best discover the Bible’s power through 
shared study and engagement. Covenant is an ongoing 
study for women of all ages covering the wide scope of the 
whole Bible. Thursdays, 9-10 AM, resuming August 9. 

Invitation to Romans   Explore Paul’s radical vision of 
God’s relationship with us. Ideal for anyone interested in the 
practice of prayer and worship. 8 sessions. Thursdays, 9:45-
11:15 AM, beginning August 23. Led by Al Berst and Carolyn 
Johnson. Cost: $9

Armor of God   Grow spiritually as you dig deeper into 
scripture and expand your understanding of prayer. Bible 
study for women. 7 sessions. Thursdays, 9:15-10:45 AM, 
beginning August 23. Led by various participants. Cost: $13

Register online today!  trinitybirmingham.com
Questions? Contact Rev. Amy DeWitte at
879-1737, adewitte@trinitybirmingham.com

FALL STUDIES trinitykids
AUgust 12  •  welcome back “sundae”
Children and their parents will check in at stations in the children’s 
areas, then go meet new Sunday School teachers in the classrooms. 
Also, make sure to sign up for kids choirs and handbells! Best of all, we 
will gather to enjoy Ice Cream Sundaes in the Fellowship Hall!
Oxmoor campus 9:45 AM during Sunday School hour
Trinity West campus 9 & 11 AM during worship

AUGUST 19  •  3rd grade bible presentation
Oxmoor campus   |   Rising 3rd grade students will be recognized at 8:30 AM services in 
Traditional and Contact worship. Bibles will then be presented to the students during the 
Sunday School hour in the Sanctuary at 9:45 AM.  
Oakmont campus   |   Rising 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students will 
be presented Bibles during worship at both  9 & 11 AM services.

AUGUST 22  •  Wednesday Night Activities return
Don’t miss the first night of Wednesday evening activities of the school year. 
Bring your family and join us for a yummy dinner before choirs and fun!

AUGUST 26  •  Costa rica interest session
Family Mission Trip to Costa Rica Summer 2019
9:45 AM in Mouat Chapel. Limited space available! 
For families with kids ages 8+  Estimated cost per 
person capped at $1,500.

september 9  •  SPARK!
5th graders! Save the date... SPARK! returns on 
Sunday evening, September 9. Watch for details.

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

Join us on Facebook: 
TrinityKids

AUGUST 11  •  confirmation kickoff & Service scavenger hunt
6th graders! Meet in the parking lot at 7:30 AM to go to East Lake and then depart 
from there for a scavenger hunt. Will return to Trinity at 11:30 AM.

AUGUST 12  •  1st confirmation lesson @ 6 PM
Meet in the Gym for our first night of Confirmation. See you there!

If you have questions about Confirmation or to register your child, contact 
Eleanor Christiansen 205-879-1737, echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

Begins this month!

 Join Rev. Brian Erickson and your Trinity family for three amazing travel opportunities in 2019 and 2020.

WESLEY HERITAGE TOUR
May 7-15, 2019

Including tours in: York, Epworth, Oxford, Bristol, London
This is the ultimate Methodist educational tour exploring 

Wesley’s London and the English countryside.

Starting at $3,896
Register early and save

Oberammergau Passion Play • PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY
June 15-24, 2020

Including tours in: Rome, Assisi, Milan, Innsbruck
The Oberammergau Passion Play is over 380 years old 

and is only performed every 10 years.

Registration is open for all trips!  Brochures are located in the church office.



Questions about NEXT STEPS? Contact Laura Feld at lfeld@trinitybirmingham.com

new to trinity?
If you are new to Trinity, we invite you to join us for 
NEXT STEPS. It’s a friendly membership track de-
signed specifically for our guests and new members. 
At NEXT STEPS, you will meet pastors and staff, 
learn more about Trinity and our Methodist beliefs.

   Next
Steps
Oxmoor Campus:  Every Sunday 9:45 AM in the Large Parlor

Missions& outreach

UMCOR CLEANING KITS
On August 29, Trinity will make 150 UMCOR Cleaning Kits (AKA: Flood Buckets)
for UMCOR volunteer teams to use to clean up water damaged homes. We need 
your help! Donate NEW 32-64 oz bottle liquid laundry detergent, 16-40 oz bottle liquid 
household cleaner, and/or 6-14 oz insect repellent. Drop off at the Mission & Outreach 
Hub located in the 2nd floor common area.

COSTA RICA INTEREST SESSION
In the summer of 2019, Trinity is taking an intergenerational mission trip to work with 
Costa Rica Mission Projects (costaricamissionprojects.com).To learn more about this 
trip, we invite you to join us for an informational meeting on Sunday, August 26, at 
9:45 AM in Mouat Chapel.

Do you want to serve with Outreach? Contact our Outreach Coordinator, 
Rev. Cheryl Hinnen at 205-879-1737  |  chinnen@trinitybirmingham.com 

Questions about Missions & Outreach? Contact our Director of Outreach, 
Kristan Walker at 205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

 Join Rev. Brian Erickson and your Trinity family for three amazing travel opportunities in 2019 and 2020.

Starting at $4,798
Register early and save

Oberammergau Passion Play • PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY
June 15-24, 2020

Including tours in: Rome, Assisi, Milan, Innsbruck
The Oberammergau Passion Play is over 380 years old 

and is only performed every 10 years.

Registration is open for all trips!  Brochures are located in the church office.

HOLY LAND TOUR
February 4-13, 2020

Details for this trip coming soon.
Watch for coming information on price and locations 

that will be visited on this 10-day tour.

Wednesday Evening Activities 
Return Wednesday, August 22

Adult Studies!
Fall small groups begin! 6:15 PMQuestions or for more details, contactadewitte@trinitybirmingham.com

Kids Choirs!
5-5:30 PM Handchimes & Handbells

5:30-6:15 PM 3K-5th grade choirs
6:15-7:15 PM Rotating activities
To sign up or for more details, contact

jhaskins@trinitybirmingham.com

WEDNESDAY SUPPER
4:30-6:00 PM • Fellowship Hall

$20.00 Family Maximum  (or) 
    - $6.00 per adult
    - $3.00 per child (9 and under)
    - $5.00 per senior adult (60+)
    - $6.00 Salad Bar
Please make a reservation online at
www.trinitybirmingham.com
 
8/22 Menu:
Hamburgers, Baked Potato Wedges
Salad Bar & Cookies

Hemphill Elementary School Tutor Program 
Launching Fall 2019! Tutor a Hemphill student (grade K to 
2nd) in reading 1x/ week for 1.5 hours during the school 
day. Work with the same student for the school year. Tutor 
training will be on Wednesday 8/22 from 5:30-7:00 PM in 
Room 219 at Trinity Oxmoor. For more information contact 
jpcarlile@outlook.com.

STAIR Tutor Program  (From front cover...)
Help a 2nd grader Start The Adventure In Reading by working with them 1x/week from 
3:15-4:45 PM from Sept-May. Tutors range in age from High School Freshman and 
up. STAIR works with students from 13 different Birmingham City Schools. To find out 
more and to sign up to volunteer: https://stairbirmingham.org/how-to-help/

Support Trinity’s Weekenders Backpack Ministry
Help us launch the 4th school year of our weekend feeding minis-
try for Homewood and Hemphill Elementary students in need. To 
date we have provided 23,500 food packs to hungry students in 
our community! Just $3 can feed one student for the weekend, or 
$114 for the school year. Checks can be made payable to Trinity 
UMC, Memo: Backpacks.

How can I serve locally this school year?

Hello! My name is Michael Moran and I am your new 
Facilities Director at Trinity. I live in Riverchase with my 
wife and two sons where we are members of Riverchase 
Methodist Church. I am excited about taking on this new 
endeavor and look forward to being a part of the Trinity 
family. I also want to thank those of you who I have met 
so far for being so welcoming. I look forward to getting to 
know all of you soon. You may reach me at
879-1737 or mmoran@trinitybirmingham.com.

Welcome new Facilities director



OXMOOR CAMPUS:          Worship 8:30 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 9:45 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM 
TRINITY WEST HOMEWOOD:  Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM  •  Community Hour 10:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

www.trinitybirmingham.com

Open the latest 
issue of

TIDINGS

important dates
August 1 Fall Studies Registration Opens
August 3 Element Golf Tournament, 12 Noon

August 5 Building Update Session, 9:45 AM

August 11 Confirmation Kickoff, 7:30 AM

August 12 Grow Sunday, 9:45 AM

August 12 Youth & Adult Handbells Resume
August 12 Viewpoint Worship Service, 6 PM

August 13 Church Conference, 7 PM

August 18-19 High School Discovery Weekend
August 22 Wednesday Supper & Activities Return
August 26 UMW Sunday & Open House, 10 AM

Oxmoor Campus:  1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood •  205.879.1737  |  Trinity West Homewood:  914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood •  205.942.4622
CARE LINE: 205.868.9709                                                                                                                                                          ON CALL #: 205.538.3682

#yearo fp rayer

August 5         Brian Erickson   Amy DeWitte     Julie Holly
August 12       Brian Erickson   Amy DeWitte     Jack Hinnen
August 19       Brian Erickson   Amy DeWitte     Jack Hinnen
August 26       Brian Erickson   Amy DeWitte     Jack Hinnen

august  preaching schedule
SUNDAY:     Traditional  Contact    West Homewood

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY! The City of 
Homewood recently approved a motion 
to make Seminole Drive a one-way 
street. Seminole Drive is directly off 
Oxmoor Road on the east side of the 
church. Until now, Seminole Drive has 
been a one-way street only on Sundays, 
but this new decision makes it a one-way 
street every day of the week at all hours. 

one way. everyday.
New members

welcomed!


