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christmas eve services
Monday, December 24

Children’s Service
3:00 PM   |  Sanctuary

This casual service is designed for families 
with young children. Communion will be served.

•
Personal Communion

4:00 - 5:00 PM   |  Mouat Chapel
Come and go at any time during this hour for an intimate time 

of family or individual worship and communion.
•

Candlelight Communion
5:00, 7:00 & 11:00 PM   |   Sanctuary

Rev. Brian Erickson will lead these traditional services 
of Christmas with music, word, candlelight and communion.

oxmoor campus

trinity west  homewood
Candlelight Communion

4:00 PM   |   Sanctuary
Rev. Jack Hinnen will lead this traditional service of  

Christmas with music, word, candlelight and communion.

Join us for this annual Contact Christmas service.

December 22
3 pm & 5 pm

Bluegrass style sing-a-long with Christmas songs.

GYM

saturday



    

At the heart of Christmas is the 
shocking truth that God gave us the 
perfect gift in Jesus Christ. But that is 
not the story that the world associates 
with Christmas. The story the world 
attaches to Christmas goes more like 
this:
•  There is a “big brother” figure 
who lives in an uninhabitable part 
of the world, he has the espionage 
capacity to know your every move, 
your inward soul, and he is keeping 
score.
•  He basically runs a sweatshop full 
of tiny genetically engineered beings 
who can make anything they want 
to, including products licensed by 
other manufacturers, because they are 
operating outside the reach of interna-
tional law.
•  He has a team of animals that 
are normally prone to running out 
in front of cars for no reason but 
for one magical night are capable 
of supersonic flight, thus violating 
every significant airspace regulation 
in the world.         
•  But if you can basically stay under 
the radar from Halloween ‘til the 
end of December, you will wake 
up one morning and he will have 
broken into your house in the most 
dangerous way possible and left you 
what you wanted for Christmas.

And unfortunately, the question 
we most associate with Christmas 
comes from the North Pole, not 
the nativity in Bethlehem. What is 
the question that will be echoing 
on telephone calls between grand-
parents and their grandchildren, it 
will be recited countless times in 
the mall as boys and girls sit on 
the lap of the great bearded one, it 
is the question that for so many of 
us defines the way we experience 
December 25th:
What do you want for Christmas?

If you were spoiled like I was grow-
ing up, Christmas was like another 
birthday in December. It’s supposed 
to be a birthday of course, but it’s 

the only birthday where the guests 
get all the gifts. 

I remember the great tragedy of dis-
covering in elementary school that 
some people actually had birthdays 
around Christmas, and so their po-
tential for acquiring stuff was effec-
tively cut in half. I remember think-
ing, my heart full of compassion, 
“You poor child, you will never 
really understand what Christmas is 
about.” Because the question, What 
do you want for Christmas? makes 
it all too clear what the holiday has 
turned into: the season of want.

But it can and should be more. If the 
central message of Christmas is that 
God so loved the world He gave us 
the ultimate gift in Christ—if this is 
finally a celebration that Love has 
been born into the world—what do 
you give Jesus for his birthday?

So, faithful Tidings reader, let me 
meddle for a bit. What if you sat 
down with your entire family, or 
got on the phone with your loved 
ones, and you had a conversation 
about everyone’s expectations for 
Christmas? What if you actually 
talked about some goals for Christ-
mas beyond just what is on your 
gift list? What if your family set 
a budget—what you can afford 
and what feels faithful—for your 
Christmas spending, and then you as 
a family designated a portion of it to 
honor Jesus Christ? Not for the sake 
of saving money at Christmas, but 
in the hopes that Christmas might 
change everything for the better.

What do you want for Christmas? 
Maybe, deep down, we all want the 
same thing He does.

For God so loved the world, that He 
gave us what we needed most, what 
we couldn’t have ever asked for, 
what we’ll never deserve. And that 
changes everything.

trinitykids

ADVENT
family wreath workshop

On Saturday morning, December 1 at 10 AM
TrinityKids invites you to attend...

ADVENT wreath WORKSHOp, DECEMBER 1 @ 10 AM 
Kick off the Advent season with your family by making an Advent wreath you’ll 
love and light up each Sunday of Advent in your home. We’ll enjoy refreshments 
and make a wreath complete with greenery and candles! 

TINY TOTS TUESDAY, december 18
(GYM, 10 AM-12 PM, Kindergarten & under) Bring your littles to free play in the 
gym and let them bounce out the sillies in the bounce house. We’ll have parent/
child crafts that will look lovely on your fridge. Coffee, donut holes and juice 
will make the morning merry. No registration needed, bring all your friends!
 
Festive friday, december 21  (8-10 AM, 1st-5th Grade)
* Off site! Bring your 1st-5th graders to URBAN AIR for a morning of bounc-
ing fun (wear your Urban Air socks if you have them!). We’ll have the place 
to ourselves to enjoy time to fellowship, play some crazy games, and eat some 
fun breakfast snacks! RSVP to Kim Skelton, kskelton@trinitybirmingham.com, 
include child’s name, age and parent email.

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE, december 24 @ 3 PM 
Join us for a special Christmas Eve Service at 3 PM in the Sanctuary. This family- 
friendly service will include Christmas carols and holy communion.

all sunday school celebration, december 30
9:45 AM Sunday School hour, join us for a special crafts and donuts! On Sunday 
morning, December 30 all adults, children and youth will combine for a fun hour.

A Note From Pastor Brian

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

Annual Choir Programs
Make plans to join us for the annual 
Children’s Christmas Music Programs.
The elementary choirs will present 
“A World of Christmas” on
Sunday afternoon, DECEMBER 2 
at 3:00 PM in the Sanctuary.
Following the program at 4:00 PM, all 
are invited to enjoy special desserts 
from around the world, prepared by 
Trinity’s own Chef Bert. 

The preschool choirs will hold their
Christmas program at 6:00 PM on
Wednesday evening, DECEMBER 5
in the Sanctuary. All are invited!



United Methodist Women Upcoming Events
Annual Diaper Drive Returns in 2019!
Save the Date! UMW will once again partner with Bundles for Hope Diaper Bank 
to sponsor a Diaper Drive during the month of February. Donations of diapers size 
newborn - 6 will be collected and distributed throughout the Birmingham and sur-
rounding areas. Diaper Donation Bins will be located throughout the church and 
diaper bundling workshops will take place during the month. Be on the lookout for 
more information concerning this wonderful ministry.
What is UMW? The United Methodist Women at Trinity UMC are part of a global net-
work across the denomination focused on missions, spiritual enrichment and social 
action. UMW turns faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, children and 
youth around the world. Want to get involved or have questions about UMW?
Contact Tiffany Slocum at umwpresident@ trinitybirmingham.com.

SUNDAY:
9 & 11 AM Worship  |  10 AM Community Hour  

914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Jack Hinnen  |   jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

New Small Group, Sundays in December (10 AM) 
Along with our Advent Series, Not a Silent Night, we will have a 

Small Group study following Adam Hamilton’s series. 
Led by Rev. Jack Hinnen in the TWH Fellowship Hall.

young adults Tuesday Evening Dinner 
Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? 
If so, join us on Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM at the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott. 
A free, home cooked dinner is served along with fellowship, study and door 
prizes!  For more info, contact Lisa at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com

Friday, December 21  |  6 PM
Sanctuary, Trinity West Homewood

Nursery Available

Service of Loss 
and Light

Our mission team that 
worked with the Upper 

Sand Mountain Ministry 
Parish November 9-10.

We’ll gather in the Sanctuary at 6 PM on 12/7 to watch The Polar Express, 
eat snacks and drink hot cocoa, and make a quick Family Advent Craft. 

Families are invited to come enjoy the movie together! 

Service of Loss & Light, December 21 (6 PM)
On Friday, 12/21, we will host a special Service of Loss and Light at 

6 PM in the Sanctuary. This worship service will be a moment to grieve 
lost loved ones, lost opportunities, or even drastic life changes so that we 

can enter into Christmas as thankful and expectant as possible.

Christmas Eve Service, December 24 (4 PM)
Join us on Christmas Eve at 4 PM for candlelight communion.

Combined Worship Service, December 30 (11 AM)
We will hold one, combined service on Sunday, 12/30 at 11 AM.

Remember Angel Tree Gifts are Due!
12/2 & 12/9 - Drop off area in the Trinity West Homewood Narthex. 

December 7 at 6 PM



Questions about 50+ Ministries or to RSVP for an event,
Contact Julie Wright at 205-879-1737  |  jwright@trinitybirmingham.com

December 5 - Bingo!  11:30 AM at the Trinity West Homewood campus 
Fellowship Hall. Boxed lunches are available for $6. Must RSVP for lunch.

December 11 - Wacky Tacky Bus Tour  Come and enjoy the best light show 
in town. Join us at Avondale Brewing Company for dinner from 5-6 PM and 
then light tour with us from 6-8 PM. $30. RSVP required.

December 13 - Pacesetters Christmas Party  11:30 AM in the Oxmoor 
campus Fellowship Hall. Don’t miss this fun and festive annual party.

December 17 - Trinity Singers Concert  The Trinity Singers will present a 
holiday concert at 2:30 PM at Greenbriar Skilled Nursing Unit.

50
+

MINISTRIES
UPCOMING EVENTS

congratulations Confirmands

Trinity’s 2018 Confirmation Class was confirmed in the 11 AM worship service on Sunday, November 18.  
The Confirmands celebrated with Trinity’s pastoral staff, friends and family at a lunch after the service. 
The group is pictured here with their mentors during their weekend retreat to Camp Glisson.

Dec. 02         Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson       Jack Hinnen         Christian Cheairs
Dec. 09         Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson       Cheryl Hinnen      Christian Cheairs
Dec. 16         Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson       Jack Hinnen         Christian Cheairs
Dec. 23         Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson       Jack Hinnen         (No service)

december preaching schedule
SUNDAY:  Traditional        Contact  8:30 a / 10:45 a       West HWD      Viewpoint 6:00 p

Sunday, December 30
special worship schedule

8:30 AM    Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
9:45 AM    All Sunday School Celebration, Fellowship Hall
10:45 AM   Contact Worship, Gym

11:00 AM   Trinity West Homewood Combined Worship Hour Advent Holy Communion

Holy Communion is served each Sunday in 
Advent after traditional worship services 

in the Oxmoor Sanctuary. 9:30 AM & 12 Noon

Building renovations are well underway.
 Each week brings progress and challenges.

We ask for your patience and prayers!



REGISTER NOW!
• For couples of all ages and stages
• Led by a licensed counselor with a lot of fun  
  and date time woven into the weekend.

a christmas checklist  for this season of giving…
3 Give to complete your pledge. (76% received year-to-date)
3 Give to complete your Multiply pledge. (31% received campaign-to-date)
3 Give to the Manger Offering. (100% goes outside the walls of the church)
3 Honor or remember a loved one by giving the gift of an altar flower 
     donation, radio broadcast sponsorship, or music dedication.
3 Consider Trinity in year-end tax planning and when receiving required 
     minimum distributions.
3 Make a commitment to partner in ministry with us in 2019 by filling out 
     a pledge card.
3 Please give us a call or come by to see us if you have any questions 
     about your giving.        – Merry Christmas from the Trinity Finance Office!

Missions& outreach
ANGEL TREE GIFTS - DUE DECEMBER 2 & 9
Drop off area will be on the 1st floor by the Ark at the Oxmoor campus, or in the Trinity West 
Homewood Narthex. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR URBAN MINISTRY’S CHRISTMAS STORE
Come and volunteer with Urban Ministry’s Christmas Store on December 14-15. All children’s 
gifts given to our Angel Tree program will go to Urban’s new Christmas Store. This store allows 
lower income families the opportunity to purchase gifts at discounted prices and proceeds will go 
to support Urban’s community programming. Volunteers are needed to organize, decorate, assist 
family shopping, wrap gifts, and do a craft with children while parents are shopping.

MANGER OFFERING
This Advent, consider supporting Trinity’s Manger Offering. All 
contributions given to this special, second-mile gift directly 
support our ministry partners such as Church of the Rec-
onciler and Urban Ministry. Checks can be made payable to 
TUMC, Memo: Manger Offering and may be placed in the 
offering plate on Sundays or delivered to the church office.

Manger Offering Gift Cards!
Make a difference in our community by giving to the Man-
ger Offering and purchase a special Manger Gift Card to 
show your loved ones that you made a gift in their honor. 
Cards are available for $1 on Sundays at the Oxmoor 
2nd Floor Mission and Outreach Hub or at the West 
Homewood Welcome Desk. These gift cards can also be 
purchased in the church office during the week.

Do you want to serve with Outreach? Contact our Outreach Coordinator, 
Rev. Cheryl Hinnen at 205-879-1737  |  chinnen@trinitybirmingham.com 

Questions about Missions & Outreach? Contact our Director of Outreach, 
Kristan Walker at 205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

Questions about Viewpoint Church? Contact Rev. Christian 
Cheairs at 879-1737 or ccheairs@trinitybirmingham.com.

Come join Viewpoint’s weekly worship service in a effort 
expand and widen Trinity’s arms of outreach and service 

to the greater Birmingham community. 

SUNDAYS  |  6 PM  |  GYM
Led by Rev. Christian Cheairs

November was an exciting month for View-
point with weekly worship services and two 
popular social gatherings. Over 50 people 
gathered for dinner and fellowship at Jim 
‘N Nicks on November 8. Another crowd of 
Viewpoint’s friends and family gathered on 
November 25 for a special Thanksgiving 
service and a Pot Luck meal.

December will feature a sermon series called “Audacity” and 
we will have a social on December 20. Watch for details...

Viewpoint Update!

Will not meet in December.    NextSteps
If you are a guest or new member and have questions about member-
ship at Trinity, email Laura Feld at lfeld@trinitybirmingham.com.
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OXMOOR CAMPUS:          Traditional Worship 8:30 & 11:00 AM  •  Contact Worship 8:30 & 10:45 AM
              Sunday School 9:45 AM  •  Viewpoint 6:00 PM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM
TRINITY WEST HOMEWOOD:  Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM  •  Community Hour 10:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

important dates  

Help decorate our sanctuaries and honor or remember a special 
loved one by placing a poinsettia in their name. ($16 each) 
Order forms are available in all Narthexes (both campuses)
 and in the church office. Deadline to order is December 10. 

Christmas Poinsettias

DECEMBER 9

December 1 Family Advent Wreath Workshop, 10 AM

December 2 Hanging of the Green in Worship, 8:30 & 11 AM

December 2 Children’s Choir Christmas Program, 3 PM

December 7 Polar Express Night, Trinity West Homewood 6 PM

December 13 Seasoned Adult Christmas Party, 11:30 AM

December 16 Lessons & Carols in Worship, 8:30 & 11 AM

December 21 Service of Loss & Light, Trinity West Homewood 6 PM

December 22 Contact Red Mountain Christmas Services, 3 & 5 PM

December 24 Christmas Eve Services (see service list - front page)

December 25 & 26   Church Office Closed

December 30 One Traditional Service, 8:30 AM Oxmoor
  Combined Sunday School Celebration, 9:45 AM Oxmoor
  One Contact Service, 10:45 AM Oxmoor
  One Combined Service, 11 AM Trinity West Homewood


