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christmas eve services
December 24

Personal Communion
12:00 - 1:00 PM   |  Mouat Chapel

Come and go at any time during this hour for an intimate time 
of family or individual worship and communion.

Children’s Service
2:00 PM   |  Sanctuary

This interactive service is designed for families 
with young children. Communion will be served.

Candlelight Communion
4:00, 6:00 & 11:00 PM   |   Sanctuary

Rev. Brian Erickson will lead these traditional services 
of Christmas with music, word, candlelight and communion.

Nursery Available

oxmoor campus

trinity west  homewood
Candlelight Communion

3:00 & 5:00 PM   |   Sanctuary
Rev. Matt Andrews will lead these traditional services of  

Christmas with music, word, candlelight and communion.
Nursery Available

F R O M heaven earthT OA D V E N T  2 0 1 9
Join us as we celebrate the gift of Jesus and come to recognize heaven all around us.December Worship Series: 



We often think of gratitude as a passive experience, a feeling that 
comes over us when something good happens. But Christian grati-
tude is always more than something that happens to us, it’s something 
we choose. As we enter into the holidays together as a church, I am 
mindful of how grateful I am for this remarkable church family. 

Over this past year, we have celebrated 18 adults making their first-
time commitments to Christ, and over 70 confirmands professing 
their faith in Jesus and officially joining the Body of Christ as full 
members. The ministries of Trinity ensure that more than 1,400 of 
our neighbors have food on their table thanks to our FoodShare co-
operative, and literally hundreds of students in Homewood and West 
End have carried weekend food packs home this semester, bearing 
the fingerprints and prayers of faithful Trinity servants. 

Our new Care Team ministry has shown up for our members who 
have needed their church family in seasons of recovery and healing, 
while our Celebrate Recovery ministry continues to grow in its out-
reach to folks wrestling with addiction, hurts, and other obstacles to 
freedom in Christ.

We are one of only a handful of large Methodist churches that has 
grown in worship attendance from last year to this year, our financial 
commitments for 2020 have grown in both number of pledges and 
monetary amount from the same time in 2019, and we are nearing 
completion on what will be an almost-total overhaul of our physi-
cal facilities on both campuses. Between Discovery Weekend and 
Vacation Bible School, over 800 students heard the message of Jesus 
Christ and God’s immeasurable love for them.

And these, of course, are the things that we can count, the pieces of 
ministry that we can measure. What is harder to pin down is the heart 
of our congregation, expressed in countless acts of kindness, prayer, 
fellowship, and service. It is the friendships that bridge generational 
gaps, ideological divides, and background. It is hands lifted in praise 
by a young person in our Contact services, the amazing intimacy of 
Trinity West Homewood, the sound of our choirs filling the sanctuary 
as light streams in through our stained glass windows. It’s reflected 
by brothers and sisters in Christ gathering in small groups to study 
God’s Word, to hold one another accountable, and bear one another’s 
burdens. It’s the richness of our history, and the promise of our future.

As we draw towards the birth of our Savior, the promise of a new 
year, and all that the holidays hold, I choose gratitude. For the un-
speakable blessing of each of you, the power of the Holy Spirit  
at work in our church family, and all that is to come.

In Christ,
Brian

A Note from Pastor Brian

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

Service of Loss 
and Light

An evening of worship for those 
experiencing grief, sadness,

or any type of loss this Christmas.

Friday, December 20  |  6 PM
Trinity West Homewood

Nursery Available

Advent Holy Communion

HOLY 
COMMUNION 

is served 
each Sunday

 in Advent 
after traditional 
worship services 

in the 
Oxmoor Sanctuary.

 9:30 AM 
& 12:00 PM

The season of Advent, which comes from the 
Latin word adventus meaning coming, 

begins four Sundays before Christmas and 
ends on Christmas Eve – marking the 

beginning of the Christian year. 
During Advent, we prepare for and 

anticipate the coming of Christ. 
Each Sunday in Advent, we light 

a candle on the Advent wreath. 
Three of these candles are 

purple, the color of penitence.  
The fourth candle is pink or rose, 

representing purity or joy.
A larger white candle will be placed

in the center of the wreath, and 
will be lit on Christmas Eve.

the season of advent



UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Soup for the Soul Helps Those in Need
Thank you to all who supported the UMW’s recent “Soup for the Soul” fundraiser. 
Over $4,000 was raised to support the Community Furniture Bank, Days for Girls, 
Firehouse Shelter, First Light, Overflow Foundation, UM Children’s Home, UMCOR, 
Urban Ministry, and the Weekender Backpack Ministry.  A very special note of 
thanks also to Chef Bert, Terrie Shroyer and all the UMW ladies who assisted with 
the fundraiser. 

Special Missions Awards
Congratulations to Julie Wright and Alana Bass who were recently awarded UMW 
Special Mission Recognition Pins for their work on mission and community projects. 
The pins were awarded during the October 21st UMW Special Mission Evening. 

What is UMW? The United Methodist Women at Trinity are part of a global net-
work across the denomination focused on missions, spiritual enrichment and social 
action. UMW turns faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, children 
and youth around the world. Want to get involved or have questions about UMW? 
Contact Sarah Wessel at umwpresident@ trinitybirmingham.com. 

9 & 11 AM Worship  |  10 AM Community Hour  
914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood

Rev. Matt Andrews  |  mandrews@trinitybirmingham.com
www.trinitywesthomewood.com

December 6 at 6 PM

DECEMBER 1 - From Heaven to Earth Advent Small Group, 10 AM
This four-week study will follow our Advent worship series by the same name and 
will be led by Jade Carter in the TWH Fellowship Hall on Sundays.

DECEMBER 6 - The Polar Express Family Night, 6 PM
All our families are invited to watch The Polar Express in the sanctuary while 
eating snacks and drinking hot cocoa, followed by a quick Family Advent Craft.

DECEMBER 15, Potluck and Caroling, 5 PM
What’s Christmas without caroling? Join us with your favorite Christmas dish for a 
potluck dinner in the Fellowship Hall, followed by caroling around the West Home-
wood neighborhood.

DECEMBER 20, Trinity’s Service of Loss & Light, 6 PM
This worship service in the TWH Sanctuary will be a moment for anyone to grieve 
lost loved ones, lost opportunities, or even drastic life changes so that we can 
enter into Christmas as thankful and expectant as possible.

DECEMBER 24, Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion, 3 PM* & 5 PM
Pastor Matt will lead services with music, word, candlelight, and communion. 
* The 3 PM service will incorporate our children in nativity costumes.

DECEMBER 29, Combined Worship Pajama Sunday, 11 AM
Come to our combined worship service in your Christmas pajamas as we 
celebrate Christ’s arrival into our world.

2018 Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Communion

young adults Tuesday Evening Dinner 
Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? 
If so, join us on Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM at the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott. 
A free, home cooked dinner is served along with fellowship, study and door 
prizes!  For more info, contact Lisa at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com

After a nationwide search, Trinity West Homewood 
has selected Steve Wingo as the next worship leader. 
Steve has a wealth of worship and musical expertise, 
having successfully led worship in multiple congrega-
tions throughout his life. He has built a strong reputa-
tion in the Birmingham community for being a warm, 
talented, pastoral leader who brings out the very best 
in those around him. Steve comes highly recommend-
ed by Rev. Wade Griffith from Grace UMC in Vestavia 
Hills where Steve served for nearly seven years as 
their worship leader. Steve grew up here at Trinity and 

is excited to return to the church that raised him. Along with his worship ministry at 
Trinity West Homewood, Steve serves as the Manager of Senior Business Devel-
opment (Consultants) at Sennheiser Electronic, the fourth largest worldwide audio 
company. Steve is married to Chris Ann and has five children — Mason, Erin, 
Coley, Savanah and Whitney. In the coming days, we hope you take a moment to 
offer Steve your encouragement and prayers as he pursues his calling at Trinity. 
He may be reached at swingo@trinitybirmingham.com. Welcome Steve!

welcome!new staff
Trinity West Homewood Announces New Worship Leader

Steve Wingo



WED. DECEMBER 4 • BINGO  
Join us for fun and prizes at Trinity West Homewood, 11:30 AM. 
$6.00 if you would like lunch. Reservations appreciated.

THUR. DECEMBER 5 • PACESETTERS CHRISTMAS PARTY
Enjoy music, food and friends at this wonderful annual holiday gathering.  
Music will be provided by John Mark McGaha, Sonny Peterson and Josh 
Voiles. Join us from 1:30-3:30 PM (Come and Go) in the Oxmoor Fellow-
ship Hall. No charge.

MON. DECEMBER 9 • LUNCH BUNCH, AMERICAN VILLAGE
Join us for the American Village Colonial Christmas Lunch and Tour 
– American Village in Montevallo. Celebrate the holidays and enjoy a 
delicious colonial lunch with hostess Abigail Adams. Sing carols in the 
Colonial Chapel. Share a Christmas Homecoming with the Washington’s.  
Visit the President’s house. Shuttles available on the campus for tour. Vans 
leave at 9:30 AM and return at 2 PM. $30. Reservations required.

50
+

MINISTRIES
UPCOMING EVENTS

Questions about 50+ Ministries or to RSVP for an event,
contact Julie Wright at 205-879-1737, jwright@trinitybirmingham.com

2020 Marriage Retreat Coming Soon!
Register today for the retreat to be held in 
Chattanooga, TN on the weekend of January 11.
Programming will take place on Saturday from 
approximately 9:30am-3:30pm, at St Paul's Episcopal 
Church (305 W 7th St). Monica Harbarger, a Licensed 
Counselor at United Counseling (our UMC counseling 
partner), will be our speaker and guide. Price is $50 
per couple, covering lunch, supplies and speaker 
costs. Couples will be responsible for their own 
lodging and dinner. Overnights are recommended 
but not required, to make the most of a getaway with 
your love! We will organize some group hang outs 
for those interested. Questions? Contact Eleanor at 
echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com.

www.trinitybirmingham.com/
adults/from-this-day-forward-
marriage-retreat-2019/

REGISTER NOW:

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

Join us on Facebook: 
TrinityKids

trinitykids
GINGERBREAD NATIVITIES, december 23
Parents and kids, come for a sugary sweet time making Nativities out of sweet 
treats.  Kids of all ages and their special adult are invited to join us at 10am  in 
the Fellowship Hall.

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE, december 24 @ 2 PM 
Join us for a special Christmas Eve Service at 2 PM in the Sanctuary. This interac-
tive family-friendly service will include Christmas carols and holy communion.

all sunday school celebration, december 29
9:45 AM Sunday School hour, join us for a special crafts and donuts! On Sunday 
morning, December 29 all adults, children and youth will combine for a fun hour.

TINY TOTS TUESDAY, december 30
(GYM, 10 AM-12 PM, Kindergarten & under) Bring your littles to free play in the 
gym and let them bounce out the sillies in the bounce house. We’ll have parent/
child crafts that will look lovely on your fridge. Coffee, donut holes and juice 
will make the morning merry. No registration needed, bring all your friends!
 
JUMP INTO THE NEW YEAR, JANUARY 2 
(8-10 AM, 1st-5th Grade) *Off site! Bring your 1st-5th graders to Urban Air for 
a morning of bouncing fun (wear your Urban Air socks if you have them!). We’ll 
have the place to ourselves to enjoy time to fellowship, play some crazy games, 
and eat some fun breakfast snacks!  Please RSVP online for this free event.

2018 Christmas Eve 
Children’s  & Family Service

congratulations Confirmands
Trinity’s 2019 Confirmation Class 

was confirmed in the 11 AM worship 
service on Sunday, November 24.  
The Confirmands celebrated with 
Trinity’s pastoral staff, friends and 

family at a brunch that morning. 
The group is pictured here with 

their mentors during their weekend 
retreat to Camp Glisson.



If you are new to Trinity, we invite you to 
join us for NEXT STEPS. It’s a friendly 
membership track designed specifically 
for our guests and new members. At 
NEXT STEPS, you will meet pastors

   Next
Steps
Oxmoor Campus: Every Sunday 9:45 AM in the Large Parlor
Questions about NEXT STEPS? Contact Julie Wright
jwright@trinitybirmingham.com  |  879-1737

and staff, learn more about Trinity and our Methodist beliefs.

Missions& outreach

Questions about Missions & Outreach 
Contact Kristan Walker at 205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

To volunteer with Missions & Outreach
Contact Liza Spencer at 205-879-1737  |  lspencer@trinitybirmingham.com

ANGEL TREE GIFT COLLECTION, DECEMBER 1 & 8
Drop off gifts before and after all services. Oxmoor campus collection 
will be at the Ark (1st floor). Gifts can also be dropped off at the main 
office during the week, deadline is Wednesday, 12/11. 

A portion of our Angel Tree gifts will go to the Urban Ministry 
Christmas Store, which will be open on Saturday, 12/14 to fami-
lies in need to purchase discounted gifts. All proceeds support 
Urban’s community programs. Volunteers are needed! Contact 
Liza Spencer at lspencer@trinitybirmingham.com.

 Angel
  Trees welcome!new members

Anna and David Kinman
The Kinman family joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination. David is an attorney for 
Maynard Cooper. They have two sons, James and John.

Thomas Dickinson
Thomas, along with daughter Bebe, joined Trinity by 
transfer from another United Methodist Church. He is the 
owner of Nelson Glass Company and is married to Krista 
Dickinson, Trinity member and Assistant Director of 
Children’s Ministry. 

Norma and Ray Thweatt
The Thweatts joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. They are retired.

Sandra Stewart
Sandra joined Trinity by vows from another Christian 
denomination. She is retired.

Donna Formby
Donna joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist Church. She is married to Gary Formby, retired 
pastor – UMC North Alabama Conference.

John Alexander & Amanda Schnell (not pictured)
John and Amanda joined Trinity by transfer from another United Methodist 
Church and by associate membership. John is a banker with BancorpSouth 
and Amanda is a physician at UAB.

Emily Willson
Emily joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist Church. She works in Trinity’s Student 
Ministry department.

Ashleigh and Jonathan Dunham 
The Dunhams joined Trinity by vows from another Chris-
tian denomination. Ashley is an attorney and Jonathan 
works for Coastal Cloud.

MANGER OFFERING
Can Christmas change the world for the better? We think so! Make a difference 
in our community by giving to the Manger Offering. All contributions given to this 
special, second-mile gift directly support our ministry partners such as Church of 
the Reconciler and Urban Ministry. Checks can be made payable to Trinity Memo: 
Manger Offering and may be placed in the offering plate on Sundays or delivered 
to the church office.
Recipients of the 2019 Manger Offering:
Appalachia Service Project
Camp Sumatanga
Church of the Reconciler
Community Church Without Walls
Community Furniture Bank
Dream Garden
Disability Rights and Resources
Fair Haven Fountain of Love
Family Promise
Firehouse Ministries
First Light

McCoy Adult Daycare
M Power Ministries
Overflow Foundation
RIP Medical Debt
United Community Center
United Methodist CHildren’s Home
United Counseling
Upper Sand Mountain Parish
Urban Ministry
Wesley Foundations:
    Alabama, Auburn, Samford & UAB

P.O. BOX closed…
Trinity’s P.O. BOX is now CLOSED. Please do not mail anything to the former 
P.O. Box address, as it will be returned to you. All mail should be addressed to 
our physical address: 1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209



www.trinitybirmingham.com

Open the latest 
issue of

TIDINGS

Oxmoor Campus:  1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood •  205.879.1737  |  Trinity West Homewood:  914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood •  205.942.4622
CARE LINE: 205.868.9709                                                                                                                                                          ON CALL #: 205.538.3682

Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished monthly by Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 1400 Oxmoor 
Road, Birmingham (Homewood), 
AL 35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 1400 Oxmoor 
Road, Homewood, AL 35209-
3998

OXMOOR CAMPUS:          Traditional Worship 8:30 & 11:00 AM  •  Contact Worship 8:30 & 10:45 AM
              Sunday School 9:45 AM   •   Youth Activities 6:00 PM
TRINITY WEST HOMEWOOD:  Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM  •  Community Hour 10:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

important dates
Dec. 01  First Sunday of Advent - Hanging of the Green
Dec. 04  Last Wednesday Supper of the semester
Dec. 05  Pacesetters Christmas Party, 1:30-3:30 PM

Dec. 06  The Polar Express Family Night @ TWH, 6 PM

Dec. 08  Second Sunday of Advent
Dec. 08  Elementary Choirs Christmas Program, 3 PM

Dec. 15  Third Sunday of Advent - Lessons in Carols
Dec. 20  Service of Loss & Light @ TWH, 6 PM

Dec. 21  Bluegrass & Stained Glass, 4 PM & 6 PM GYM

Dec. 24  Christmas Eve (see front page for service times)

Dec. 25 & 26 Christmas Holidays - church office closed

 

Help decorate our sanctuaries and honor or remember a special 
loved one by placing a poinsettia in their name. ($16 each) 
Order forms are available in all Narthexes (both campuses)
 and in the church office. Deadline to order is December 10. 

Christmas Poinsettias

8:30 AM    One Traditional Worship service, Sanctuary
9:45 AM    All Sunday School Celebration, Fellowship Hall
10:45 AM   One Contact Worship service, Gym

11:00 AM   Trinity West Homewood Combined Worship Hour

Sunday, Dec. 29 • Special Worship Schedule

Annual Choir Programs
Make plans to join us for the annual 
Children’s Christmas Music Programs.
The elementary choirs will present 
“More Than a Baby” on
Sunday afternoon, DECEMBER 8 
at 3:00 PM in the Sanctuary.

The preschool choirs will hold their
Christmas program at 6:00 PM on
Wednesday night, DECEMBER 11
in the Sanctuary. All are invited!

More Than a Baby
trinity children’s choirs


