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For more info, or to register as a seller: www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/lil-lambs/

Thursday, February 28, Preview Sale 
Friday, March 1  •  9am-2pm

Saturday, March 2  •  9am-12pm

[ see inside for Preview 
Sale times and details ]

Lil’ Lambs Consignment Sale DISCOVERY WEEKEND 2019  •  MARCH 8-10
This is the one weekend of the year that you don’t want to miss! 
Discovery Weekend is a three day retreat for MIDDLE SCHOOL 
students, led by caring high school and adult leaders from Trinity. 
It’s the best way for students to connect with God, friends, and adult 
leaders, as well as disconnect from the world and grow in their faith. 

Register your student today:
elementstudentministry.com/wonder

Questions about WONDER? Contact Robert Sturdivant at  
879-1737 or rsturdivant@trinitybirmingham.com.

PHOTO: Students participating in opening night festivities during 
Discovery 2018.



Years ago, a church consultant began to ask the congregations 
he was working with “Who in your community, besides your 
own members, would miss you if you shut your doors?” In other 
words, “Does your church exist for itself, or for the world that 
God so loved?” At the heart of our identity as the Body of Christ 
is the idea of incarnation, a God that came to be with us, a God 
who came to dwell among us. That’s more than just a theologi-
cal concept, it’s meant to shape the way we treat one another.

Whether it’s the families we partner with in FoodShare, or the 
Element student whose family has no church home, or the first-
time visitor who is warmly welcomed by the person sitting next 
to them in worship, at our best, we are a community that seeks 
to love our neighbor. I am not naïve enough to think we always 
get this right (at least the Senior Pastor certainly doesn’t), but I 
do believe, at the heart of who we are as a family of faith, God 
is calling us to live out the gospel in relationship. And Jesus was 
clear, again and again, that the love of God is bound up in the 
love of our neighbor, and therefore our relationship with God 
will be proportional to the love we are able to show the people 
God has placed in our lives. Our connection to God can only go 
as deep as we are willing to go with the people around us, and 
vice versa.

There are almost 60 verses in the New Testament where we are 
instructed to act in certain ways towards “one another.” Love one 
another. Care for one another. Forgive one another. Teach one 
another. Bear one another’s burdens. It seems indisputable that the 
Christian faith is not simply a matter of devotion towards God, 
nor is it merely a set of moral instructions about how we treat our 

neighbor. For the follower of Jesus, both 
are required, because faith is more than just 
a set of beliefs about God, it’s the way we 
treat one another.

This month, in all our worship services, we will be talking 
about what it means to practice “one-anothering.” For those of 
you whose marriages are in a rough patch, it will be a time of 
renewal and recommitment. Perhaps your relationship with your 
parents (or your children) has gone south, and this month can be 
a time to prayerfully heal old hurts, and practice the power of 
forgiveness. Or maybe God is calling you to a new ministry of 
compassion, and you will feel led to step out in faith.

Regardless of how God speaks to you in these coming weeks, I 
hope you will join with me in asking God to pour out His grace 
on our church, not simply for our own sakes, but in order that 
His grace might spill out into our city, our families, our work-
places, our neighborhoods.

See you Sunday,
Brian

A Note from Pastor Brian

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

It’s the way 
we treat 

one another

( february sermon series )

As you’ve likely noticed, construction ac-
tivities have ramped up since our last report. 
Demolition work in the new admin space is 
nearing completion and the office furniture 
has been ordered. The scheduled move-in date 
for the staff into the new space is mid-April. 
Following completion of the admin space, 
work on the new welcome center will begin.

The space for the infill building construction 
(inside the “blue fence”) has been readied for 
demolition of the exterior stone walls of the 
courtyard buildings. That demolition activity 
is scheduled to begin by late January. Fol-
lowing completion of the demolition, con-
struction of the infill building will begin.

The new Scout room on the third floor will 
be completed by mid-February. At that point, 
they can relocate into their new space. In or-
der to save money, we will be re-using the 
existing laminate flooring from Wesley Hall 
in the new Scout room.

Again, we appreciate your continued pa-
tience as this project moves forward. Please 
let a member of the Building Committee 
know if you have any questions.

Thank You,
Mark Limbaugh, Building Committee Chair

BUILDING COMMITTEE UPDATE



SUNDAY:
9 & 11 AM Worship  |  10 AM Community Hour  

914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Jack Hinnen  |   jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

United Methodist Women Upcoming Events
Annual Diaper Drive is back!
The UMW is again sponsoring a Bundles of Hope Diaper 
Drive during February. Diapers from size newborn - 6 will 
be distributed throughout the Birmingham and surrounding 
areas to families in need. Diaper donation bins will be 
located throughout the church. 
DIAPER BUNDLING WORKSHOPS will take place on 
Wednesday, February 27 in the Oxmoor Fellowship 
Hall at 5:30 PM and on Saturday, March 2 at Bundles of 
Hope Warehouse at 3600 3rd Avenue South at 9 AM.
Also, monetary donations are greatly appreciated for bulk diaper purchase by UMW. Both 
checks (payable to TUMC marked Diaper Drive) or cash (in an envelope marked Diaper 
Drive) may be left in the church office. 35,272 diapers were donated at Trinity Oxmoor & 
West in 2018. Diapers from Newborn to Pull-Up sizes and baby wipes needed. Greater 
need for larger size diapers! 19,050 diapers from BOH serving 381 families were distribut-
ed to our own Trinity UMC FoodShare program at Trinity West Homewood in 2018.

Save the date... Legacy Tea, March 17
The UMW will host a Legacy Tea on Sunday, March 17 from 2-4 PM to celebrate the 150th 

What is UMW? The United Methodist Women at Trinity UMC are part of a global network 
across the denomination focused on missions, spiritual enrichment and social action. 
UMW turns faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, children and youth around 
the world. Want to get involved or have questions about UMW? Contact Sarah Wessel at 
umwpresident@ trinitybirmingham.com.

On Sunday morning, 
children in The Grove 
drew pictures of their 

family members 
and different talents 

they each 
bring to 

our church. 

happy anniversary!
This month marks the 3 year anniversary of the opening of  

Trinity West Homewood! Join us in prayer this month as we look to where 
God is leading us to serve the West Homewood community.

YOGA: PRACTICING PRESENCE
Thursdays in February
6-7 PM
TWH Sanctuary
$5/class  •  Free childcare available

914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood

7:00-8:00 AM   |   Morning Services
Come-and-Go 

Oxmoor campus  &  Trinity West Homewood campus
•

6:00 PM   |   Evening Services
Imposition of Ashes

Oxmoor campus  &  Trinity West Homewood campus

M A R C H  6

young adults Tuesday Evening Dinner 
Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? 
If so, join us on Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM at the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott. 
A free, home cooked dinner is served along with fellowship, study and door 
prizes!  For more info, contact Lisa at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com



Trinity’s village of moms, MOMentum, will meet on Thursday, February 7 from 
10-11:30 AM in the Small Parlor.  This group, open to moms of kids of all ages, 
meets on the first Thursday of the month. A speaker will inspire the group on 
topics of parenting and faith and conversations will continue as we enjoy lunch 
together. Free childcare is provided. Lunch is served at 11 AM, $7.50 per person 
(Now accepting debit cards!) To RSVP or be added to the email list contact 
Donya Traylor @ 205-999-4328 or donyamt@bellsouth.net.

FEBRUARY 7
10-11:30 AM

GUEST SPEAKER: Tara Bremer with HOUSE PEACE will present 
ORGANIZING - Making more room to be present with God, family & neighbors 

trinitykids
3rd grade serve sunday, february 10 (3rd grade)
During the Sunday School hour, our 3rd graders will pack food in weekend 
backpacks for our ministry with Homewood City Schools and Hemphill Elemen-
tary School. They will meet in their regular classroom. Questions? Contact Kim 
Skelton at kskelton@trinitybirmingham.com.
   

SPARK! february 10 (4th & 5th grade)
5:45-7 PM • Trinity West Homewood – Ministry for 4th-5th graders with dinner, 
games, and a message. Questions? Contact Mia Toole at mtoole@trinitybirming-
ham.com.

created by god, february 15-16 (5th grade)
Created by God Workshop is designed to communicate to 5th graders accurate 
information about human sexuality and how our faith informs our relationships 
to others. By registering, a family commits to sending at least one parent to the 
parents’ meeting on Feb. 5 at 7 PM AND having the 5th grader attend ALL the 
scheduled sessions on Friday and Saturday. This event is for our Trinity church 
family, cost $20. Questions? Contact Eleanor Christiansen at 
echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com.

G2G “Presidential pizza”, february 18 (1st-5th grade) 
Generation to Generation, or G2G, events are new opportunities to foster rela-
tionships between our kids and adult members of our church family. This G2G 
event will be learning to cook a pizza dinner with Chef Bert. 10 AM-12:30 PM, 
Oxmoor Fellowship Hall, $6/child, max 30 TrinityKids. Questions? Contact 
Eleanor Christiansen at echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com.

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

Join us on Facebook: 
TrinityKids

Questions about 50+ Ministries or to RSVP for an event,
Contact Julie Wright at 205-879-1737  |  jwright@trinitybirmingham.com

February 6 - BINGO! 11:30 AM at the Trinity West Homewood campus 
Fellowship Hall. Boxed lunches are available for $6. Please RSVP.

February 15 - DAY TRIP  Join us for a fun trip to Russelville and Red 
bay, AL. We will tour two churches on the Hallelujah Trail, visit the 
historic Red Bay Museum, see luxury motorcoaches built at the Tiffin 
Motorhomes factory, and dine at the Mason Jar. $60 per person includes 
transport by luxury motorcoach, lunch and all admission fees. RSVP 
is required. We will depart from Trinity Oxmoor at 7:30 AM and are 
expected to return by approximately 5 PM.

February 18 - TRINITY SINGERS CONCERT   Join the Trinity 
Singers as they present music at Town Village at 2 PM, February 18.

February 20 - LUNCH BUNCH  Join us for lunch at MELT, comfort 
food with a modern twist. Vans will leave Oxmoor campus at 11 AM, 
lunch at 11:30 AM, please RSVP.

February 26 - PACESETTERS LUNCHEON   Oxmoor Fellowship 
Hall at 11:30 AM. Reprentatives from United Way Area Agency on Aging, 
Positive Maturity, and Senior Talk Line will share information on volunteer-
ing, programs and services in our area. Please RSVP for lunch, $6.00.

50
+

MINISTRIES UPCOMING EVENTS

The annual Senior Adult 
Christmas party was held on 
December 13 with a special 
appearance by Santa and 
Mrs. Claus. A jolly time 
was had by all!

rev. sheri fergusonwelcome
Sheri Ferguson joined our staff in January 2019 
as Minister of Counseling. Sheri is an Ordained 
Deacon in the North Alabama United Methodist 
Conference, and her ministry has primarily been 
an appointment to extension ministries of the the 
church, and primarily counseling. She is a Licensed 
Marriage and Family Therapist and a Licensed 
Independent Clinical Social Worker.

Sheri also works with the Board of Ordained Ministry, North Alabama United 
Methodist Conference, as the Ministry Health Coordinator. She served as Executive 
Director of United Counseling from 2005-2016. Overall, she has been in practice for 
40 years, seeing individuals, couples and families.

Sheri is married to Russ, and they have two adult sons and two granddaughters.

To make an appointment, email her directly at sferguson@trinitybirmingham.com.



Missions& outreach
Habitat Build Day (February 16)
Our Building on Faith Habitat House build day will be Saturday, 2/16 from 8 AM - 3 PM. We 
are partnering with Habitat for Humanity and other faith-based communities to build a home 
for the Hodges family. To serve, contact Laura McCain lamccain@bellsouth.net

United We Run (February 23)
5th Annual United We Run 5k and 10k benefiting the United Methodist Children’s Home. 
This year the race will start and finish at Seeds Coffee. Register at steeple2steeple.com

Lil’ Lambs Children’s Consignment Sale (February 28-March 2)
Lil’ Lambs is a bi-annual consignment sale that provides gently worn clothing, toys, and 
furniture at reasonable prices. The funds from the sale will be used to support our local and 
international mission teams and projects. The spring sale will be Thursday, February 28 to 
Saturday, March 2! It is held in Trinity’s Gym on the Oxmoor campus.
Register today to be a seller or a volunteer:  
www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/ lil-lambs/

Lil’ Lambs Sale Schedule:
Thursday, FEBRUARY 28, Preview Sale
• Volunteers shop at 4 PM, with $5 entrance fee
• Consigners shop at 5 PM, $5 entrance fee paid at registration 
• Public preview sale from 6-8 PM, with $5 entrance fee
Friday, MARCH 1 from 9 AM-2 PM
Saturday, MARCH 2 from 9 AM-12 PM (many items half-price)

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner (March 5)
SAVE THE DATE! Join us on Tuesday, March 5 for the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner.
All proceeds benefit our 2019 international mission trips.

Do you want to serve with Outreach? Contact our Outreach Coordinator, 
Rev. Cheryl Hinnen at 205-879-1737  |  chinnen@trinitybirmingham.com. 

For other questions about Missions & Outreach, contact our Director of Outreach, 
Kristan Walker at 205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com.

welcome!new members

new to trinity?
If you are new to Trinity, we invite 
you to join us for NEXT STEPS. 
It’s a friendly membership track 
designed specifically for our guests 
and new members. 

   Next
Steps
Oxmoor Campus: Every Sunday 9:45 AM in the Large Parlor
Questions about NEXT STEPS? Contact Laura Feld
lfeld@trinitybirmingham.com  |  879-1737

At NEXT STEPS, you will meet pastors and staff, learn more about Trinity 
and our Methodist beliefs.

[ A Note From The Finance Office ]
We are happy to report that giving was up in December, bringing our 
reserves back to just over $1 million dollars at the end of the year. The 
reserves (or unrestricted savings) will be very helpful to us in the coming 
years as we enter into this season of capital debt. We have received 
631 pledges for our 2019 giving year. Although general budget pledges 
are down 6% from 2018, we continue to receive more giving than ever 
as we build our Multiply capital fund. With less than one-year into our 
three-year campaign we have collected over 43% of our pledged gifts. 
That means we have not yet had to borrow any funds and hope to delay 
borrowing and related interest expense as long as possible. In addition to 
our general budget and capital giving, we raised over $83,000 throughout 
the Christmas season to support our outreach ministries! 2018 was a 
record year of programming, completing plans to care for and improve 
our facilities, and reaching outside of our church walls. We look forward 
to the excitement 2019 brings!

Laura Ellis, CPA, Executive Director 
lellis@trinitybirmingham.com, 205-879-1737        

Brandi and Frank Hall
713 Grove Street, Homewood 35209
The Hall family joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. Frank works for Hallmark 
Hospitality Group and Brandi works in the restaurant in-
dustry. They have two children, Frankie (7) and Sarah (4).

Hannah and Matt Benak
407 Granada Drive, Vestavia Hills 35216
The Benak family joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination. Matt works for Crest Residential 
and Hannah work for Black Benak public relations. They 
have a son, Teddy (5 mo.).

Kate Prendergast
1860 Oxmoor Road, Apt. 452, Homewood 35209
Kate joined Trinity by profession of faith. She is a 
Medical Psychology Trainee/Doctoral student at UAB.

Doug Williamson
1678 Montgomery Hwy. #104, Vestavia Hills, 35216
Doug joined Trinity by profession of faith. He is retired.

 Join Rev. Brian Erickson and your Trinity family for 
three amazing travel opportunities in 2019 and 2020.

Registration is open for all trips!  Brochures are located in the church office.

PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY • Oberammergau Passion Play 
June 15-24, 2020 Starting at $4,798

Including tours in: Rome, Assisi, Milan, Innsbruck
The Oberammergau Passion Play is over 380 years old 

and is only performed every 10 years.

HOLY LAND TOUR
February 4-13, 2020

Details for this trip coming soon.

WESLEY HERITAGE TOUR
May 7-15, 2019 Starting at $3,896

Including tours in: York, Epworth, Oxford, Bristol, London
This is the ultimate Methodist educational tour exploring 

Wesley’s London and the English countryside.
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OXMOOR CAMPUS:          Traditional Worship 8:30 & 11:00 AM  •  Contact Worship 8:30 & 10:45 AM
              Sunday School 9:45 AM   •   Youth Activities 6:00 PM
TRINITY WEST HOMEWOOD:  Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM  •  Community Hour 10:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

important dates

Feb. 03         Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson      Jack Hinnen

Feb. 10         Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson      Jack Hinnen

Feb. 17         Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson      Jack Hinnen

Feb. 24         Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson      Jack Hinnen

february preaching schedule
SUNDAY:  Traditional         Contact  8:30 a / 10:45 a         West HWD

February 1 UMW Diaper Drive Begins!

February 11 Administrative Board Meeting, 7 PM

February 16 Habitat for Humanity Build Day

February 23 Steeple-2-Steeple Run

February 26 Pacesetter Luncheon, 11:30 AM

February 28 Lil’ Lambs Sale Begins

register for united we run
FEBRUARY 23  •  5K, 10K & Fun Run
For more info & to register: www.steeple2steeple.com

HOW CAN YOU SERVE THIS WEEK? 
Check out WEEKLY CONNECT for ways that you can plug in to 

ministry today… simple sign-ups available now. 
Log on to:  http://bit.ly/TUMCvolunteer 


