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GOD’S CREEPY CRAWLY CREATION
On January 20, TrinityKids hosted a “Hey Neighborhood” Day. 
This exciting morning had a fun bug and reptile theme – and it 
featured live repitiles from Ed’s Pet World. Children of all ages 
gathered to enjoy making crafts and then had the opportunity 
to touch snakes, lizards and tortoises. A creepy, crawly fun time 
was had by all! Our next “Hey Neighborhood” Day event will be 
the annual Easter Egg Hunt. It will be held at the Trinity West 
Homewood campus on the morning of Saturday, April 4.



7:00-8:00 AM   |   Morning Services
Come-and-Go 

Oxmoor campus  &  Trinity West Homewood campus
•

6:00 PM   |   Evening Services
Imposition of Ashes

Oxmoor campus  &  Trinity West Homewood campus

F E B R U A R Y  2 6

A Note from Pastor Brian

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

After reading all the recent headlines about 
the United Methodist Church, someone 
in the congregation asked me why Trinity 
would even want to be in a denomination. 
In a season like this, it can seem like more 
trouble than it’s worth. I certainly can’t 
answer that for everyone, but here is my 
attempt to answer it for myself.

As best as I can tell, I am fourth-gen-
eration Methodist. It was in the pews 
of Fountain Heights Methodist that my 
grandfather – home from the Navy – first 
laid eyes on my grandmother (he was 
on a date with another girl). When my 
grandparents married, it was in the chapel 
of Bluff Park Methodist Church, but they 
made their home at McCoy Methodist, 
just a few blocks from their house. My 
dad grew up in the same house his father 
did, adjacent to Birmingham-Southern’s 
campus, and so it’s no surprise that the first 
college graduates in my family line hold 
degrees from that Methodist institution. 

When my uncle was called into ministry 
and left for Dallas to attend seminary, 
my aunt Barbara also discerned a call 
to ministry for herself, even though she 
had never seen a female pastor before. 
None of the congregations she served had 
ever seen one, either, much less a female 
District Superintendent, but the Methodist 
Church in North Alabama made space for 
her to respond to God’s call. And it meant 
her nephew never knew a world where a 
woman couldn’t lead a church.

My mother grew up in a fiercely Southern 
Baptist home, and even when she and 
my father began attending Trinity in the 
70s with their first child (a brilliant and 
gifted prodigy), she hesitated to have him 
baptized as an infant because she wasn’t 
yet sure if she was Baptist or Methodist. 
By the time their second child arrived, she 
was clear, and they were both baptized by 
their clergy aunt and uncle.

I grew up, like my wife, speaking words 
like “Sumatanga” and “quadrilateral,” 
knowing the difference between the UMW 

and UMYF, and never having the freedom 
to separate my love of God from the love 
of my neighbor. I could recite most of the 
Methodist communion liturgy by heart be-
fore I ever went to seminary, because my 
Methodist college chaplain (who became 
my father-in-law, long story) had us take 
turns reading it in worship, because liturgy 
is the work of the people. I didn’t realize it 
was also job training. 

I have worshipped in Methodist churches 
in Zimbabwe and Chile, where I couldn’t 
speak the language but I could sing along 
with the hymns.  I’ve shared meals with 
Methodists in Kenya and Israel and Roch-
ester, New York. I have had the holy priv-
ilege of watching young people discern 
their call to Methodist ministry, baptized 
my children in three different Methodist 
churches, and I have led two very different 
Methodist congregations full of the finest 
Christ-followers I have ever known.

So I guess my answer to why I’m still 
Methodist (and probably always will be) is 
that I can’t help but be Methodist. It’s not 
because I think we get it right all the time 
(we don’t), or that denominations are what 
Jesus had in mind (they’re not), but the 
Methodist Church has been and continues 
to be a means of God’s grace for me. 

It’s the people – the ones we worship with 
every Sunday and the long-forgotten saints 
who planted the church that planted the 
church that planted our church. It’s each of 
you, and the way you are a sign of God’s 
blessing. For all the messiness of Christian 
connection, I wouldn’t trade it for the world.

Would you do two things for me? 
1) Pray for our church and our “Church.”
2) Take some time to write out the story 
of the path God used to get you to Trinity.
3) Okay, three things. Show up to church 
this Sunday – we can’t be who we are 
without you.

In Christ,

Brian

PRACTICAL TOOLS FOR MANAGING YOUR FINANCIAL GIFTS

Trinity is excited to launch this important new program in 2020.  Each month, 
we will hear from professionals on money matters. The sessions will cover 
topics such as: understanding investments, paying for college (saving, schol-
arships and financial aid), buying a house, wills and funeral planning, saving 
for retirement, wills and funeral planning, budgeting for high schoolers and 
collegiates, and much more.  These sessions will offer a safe place to ask 
questions and you will receive unbiased, non-sales oriented information. 

FEBRUARY SESSION:  Wednesday, February 19 at 6:15 PM
Saving for College & Financial Aid

Presented by: Lane Wooley & Dee Dee Barnes Bruns
•••

• MARCH 4:  Planned Giving, presented by Meredith Alsabrook & Mike O’Kelley

• APRIL 29:  Buying a House, presented by Jody Brant, Stacy Flippen & Barbara Wheeler

• MAY 6:       Wills, Estates & Funeral Planning, presented by Howard Neiswander       
                                                                                                                         & Andy Wolfe

RSVPs are appreciated for each session. To RSVP, contact Julie Wright at 
jwright@trinitybirmingham.com or 205-768-6089.



FEBRUARY Happenings:
FEB 02  TWH NEXT STEPS, Noon Fellowship Hall (childcare available upon request)

FEB 05  Monthly Dinner, 5 PM Fellowship Hall (reservations required)

FEB 19  Parent’s Night Out, 6-8 PM

FEB 26  Ash Wednesday, Morning come-and-go, 7-8 AM

FEB 26  Ash Wednesday, Evening service, 6 PM (childcare provided)

FEB 29  Homeless Ministry Breakfast at Highlands UMC

9 & 11 AM Worship  |  10 AM Community Hour  
914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood

Rev. Matt Andrews  |  mandrews@trinitybirmingham.com
www.trinitywesthomewood.com

happy anniversary!  This month marks the 4-year anniversary of Trinity’s 
West Homewood campus. This campus was established in February 2016 to reach 
new people for Christ, especially in the West Homewood community. It was birthed after 
Oakmont UMC agreed with Trinity UMC to close its doors and reopen as a campus of 
Trinity UMC. These past four years, this campus has developed into a vibrant spiritual 
community composed of people from all different walks of life, bound together by the 
audacious idea that everyone belongs to God. Trinity West Homewood prides itself in 
being a location for honest faith exploration. Persons of every age can feel comfortable 
sharing their beliefs, their struggles, and even their doubts without judgment.

When you visit Trinity West Homewood, you will likely notice its intimate worship setting. 
That’s intentional. While a growing congregation, the intimate space affords people the 
opportunity to build relationships quickly and become a close-knit family. Furthermore, 
the worship setting creates a unique environment that’s both casual and accessible 
for every worshipper while still striving for a well-crafted, modern worship experience. 
Along with worship, the campus offers top-notch adult small groups and a professional 
team of smiling faces ready to serve children and youth. Finally, Trinity West Homewood 
remains committed to serving its neighbors, hosting such outreach ministries as Trinity’s 
Foodshare program, Celebrate Recovery, and several Hey Neighborhood events.

All to say, Trinity West Homewood has become a special community within Trinity UMC. 
If you know of people searching for a welcoming, intimate, honest community of faith, 
we hope you invite them to consider Trinity West Homewood. We’d love to have them!

ontinue to list the link/info on taking the Spiritual Gifts Assess-
ment?    (if there is room!)
Should we also highlight a member each Tidings?    If so, go 
ahead and stick Jo Ann in there!     We could choose one each 
month.

beginning february 16
All ages and all levels are welcome to join in a donation-based Vinyasa flow  

to begin (or end) their week. We have mats, or bring your own!
Class will be held in the Oxmoor Children’s Gathering space located on 1st floor.

Leader Mollie Erickson is available to answer any questions you may have at 
205-410-6872. Classes begin 2/16 and will run through 5/10.

– Note: No class Spring Break week –

SUNDAY NIGHTS from 5-6 PM • Children’s Gathering Space

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
UMW Annual Diaper Drive Returns in February!
The UMW is once again partnering with Bundles for Hope Diaper Bank to 
sponsor a Diaper Drive during the month of February. Donations of both 
baby wipe packages and diapers (size newborn - 
6, new and opened packages of diapers) will be 
collected and distributed throughout the Birming-
ham and surrounding areas. Diaper Donation 
Bins will be located throughout the church and a 
Diaper Bundling workshop will be held Sunday, 
February 23, at 3 PM in the Oxmoor Fellowship 
Hall. Monetary donations can be made in the church office. 

UMW Hands-On Mission Opportunity, Feb. 23
UMW will sponsor a special afternoon of hands on mission work Sunday, 
February 23 at 3 PM in the Oxmoor Fellowship Hall. Everyone is welcome 
- women and children of all ages! We will be bundling diapers for Bundles 
of Hope as well as completing other projects for local mission agencies.

What is UMW?
The United Methodist Women at Trinity are part of a global network across 
the denomination focused on missions, spiritual enrichment and social action. 
UMW turns faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, children and 
youth around the world. Want to get involved or have questions about UMW? 
Contact Sarah Wessel at umwpresident@ trinitybirmingham.com. 



trinitykids
VENTURE  June 1-4 is Venture, our summer camp for upper elementary 
kids. We will explore the theme of “God’s UPSIDEDOWN Kingdom” 
through worship, small groups, games and a dedicated afternoon for  
serving our neighbors. Bring a friend and sign up today.  

SUMATANGA   The following week, TrinityKids will head to Sumatanga! 
Day Camp is available for early elementary (rising 1st-3rd graders) 
and overnight camp at the Pool Camp is available for upper elementary 
(rising 4th-6th graders) where Ms. Eleanor will serve as Dean and Laura 
Eanes will assist with programming! TrinityKids provides transporta-
tion for 39 campers for Day Camp, so sign up on the online form today. 
Trinity families have priority until March 1, when we will open seats up 
to friends and community members.

MUSIC & ARTS   Our newest summer option, Music & Arts Week, will 
debut July 6-9 for elementary kids (rising 1st-6th graders). The cost is 
$150, with scholarships available upon request. Please address questions 
to our Director of Music, Josh Voiles. Registration is online now!

VBS   Planning has already begun for VBS this summer with a “Knights 
of North Castle” theme! Half day and full day (for working parents) reg-
istration is online now. We can’t wait to host VBS in our new kids space!
Register for all summer programs: www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids

MOM & ME: cupcake challenge, Feb. 16
Ever wanted to compete on the cake decorating show, 
Nailed It? Think you have what it takes to copy a cake that 
an expert makes and compete against other contestants? 
On Sunday, February 16 at 2 PM, join us for a Mom & Me 
afternoon of fun where we decorate cupcakes together with 
a little friendly competition. You are welcome to invite 

other families to participate in the fun and introduce them to our church. 
We will gather in the Fellowship Hall for cupcake decorating tips and 
instruction with the competition beginning between 2:15-2:30 PM. Please 
register your teams today at www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids.

wonderfully made, Feb. 21-23 (5th graders)
For several years, TrinityKids has led a weekend event for 5th graders to 
help educate them on human sexuality and Christian ethics. Our belief is 
that our church family provides an excellent learning environment about 
the importance of healthy and ethical choices of how we use our body, 
which can supplement conversations that have begun at home. This is a 
comprehensive weekend that requires a Friday night/Saturday morning/
Sunday afternoon commitment in order for your 5th grader to emerge 
with all the information shared and appropriate context. There will be a 
mandatory parent meeting on February 5 at 7 PM so parents can confirm 
that this class feels like a good fit for their student. The cost for the week-
end is $30/student. Weekend details and registration are online at:
www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

Join us on Facebook: 
TrinityKids

G2G prayer partners launching
TrinityKids is piloting a new program for our Generation to Generation 
series. Our hope is to bring together different generations of our church in 
ways that might foster joy, a sense of connection and an opportunity to be 
nurtured by another member of our church family. Evidence proves that 
faith is more long-lasting, more "sticky," if each child has relationships with 
5 adults that encourage their faith development. We want to form a class of 
1 dozen kids to be paired with 1 dozen adults in our church to begin their 
prayer partner journey. For this pilot program we are starting with kids in 
elementary school. If you are interested in your elementay-aged child 
participating, please register them today at www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids

time to register for Summer fun!
Trinity’s village of moms, MOMentum, will meet on Thursday, February 6 
at 11 AM in the Children’s Gathering area (1st floor). 
This month we will hear from guest speaker, Erin Brown Hollis. Author of 
The Remarkable Housewives of the Bible & Cheers to the Diaper Years. This 
group, open to moms of kids of all ages, meets on the first Thursday of the 
month. A speaker or activity will inspire the group on topics of parenting and 
faith and conversations will continue as we enjoy lunch together. Free child-
care is provided for ages 0-5. Lunch is served at 12 Noon, $7.50 per person 
(cash, check or debit). To RSVP or be added to the email list contact Donya 
Traylor @ 205-999-4328 or donyamt@bellsouth.net.

FEB. 6
@ 11 AM

SPEAKER: ERIN BROWN HOLLIS, author

• T R I N I TY M U S I C D E PA RT M E N T P R E S E N T S  •

Learn more about Mark and his music: 
www.markamillermusic.com

A weekend of music with Mark Miller

Sunday, March 15

SAVE THE DATE! 
Accomplished composer and organist, 

 Mark Miller will spend a weekend at Trinity 
March 13-15.  A lifelong Methodist,

Mark and his music create community and 
advocate for justice.

All are invited to attend a special evening
performance including Mark and Trinity’s 

Sanctuary and Youth Choirs on 

Watch for more details coming soon...



Missions& outreach

Questions about Missions & Outreach 
Contact Kristan Walker at 205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

To volunteer with Missions & Outreach
Contact Liza Spencer at 205-879-1737  |  lspencer@trinitybirmingham.com

[ A Note From The Finance Office ]
With the close of 2019, we are happy to report an incredible year of generosity 
(second only to 2018) with combined gifts of $6,500,000 to the general budget 
and capital campaign. We ended the year with approximately $4,000,000 in our 
endowed accounts and $840,000 in our unrestricted reserves. We have spent a 
total of $9,800,000 on the Multiply Capital Project, however, our debt is just over 
$4,300,000 thanks to a 70% completion of our pledged gifts toward that campaign. 
As we celebrate our membership vow of Gifts in 2020, we can look back on the 
last three years as the most generous in Trinity’s history while improving our 
space for the future of our church.

Laura Ellis, CPA, Executive Director 
lellis@trinitybirmingham.com, 205-879-1737        

UPCOMING EVENTS

Questions about 50+ Ministries or to RSVP for an event,
contact Julie Wright at 205-879-1737, jwright@trinitybirmingham.com

WED. FEBRUARY 5 • BINGO  
Join us for fun and prizes at Trinity West Homewood, 11:30 AM. 
$6.00 if you would like lunch. Reservations appreciated.

THUR. FEBRUARY 13 • LUNCH BUNCH
Join us for a Bluff Park Sampler! Pick up your lunch from Bluff Park 
Diner, Tip Top Grill, or Wild Roast and bring it to Wild Roast where 
we will enjoy a mini concert from Bart Styes. Vans will leave Trinity 
Oxmoor at 11 AM and lunch and concert will be at 11:30 AM.

MON. FEBRUARY 17 • TRINITY SINGERS
Join us for a concert at Diversicare Riverchase at 2:30 PM. (Vans leave 
at 1:30 PM)

FRI. FEBRUARY 21 • DAY TRIP
Don’t miss Midday Music: Charles Kennedy, harpsichord at Cathedral 
Church of the Advent, Birmingham. Vans leave Trinity Oxmoor at 11 
AM for dutch treat lunch at Edgars Bakery downtown. Concert is at 
12:30 PM. Charles Kennedy will perform a free, 30-minute recital on 
the Cathedral’s newly-acquired harpsichord. Kennedy is Associate 
Director of Music and Organist at the Cathedral Church of the Advent.

SUN. FEBRUARY 23 • HOMEWOOD THEATER
Isn’t It Romantic  at Brookwood Village. Show starts at 2:30 PM, vans 
leave Trinity Oxmoor at 2 PM. ($15) This play examines the hilarious 
and touchingly revealing post-college careers of two former classmates 
as they struggle to establish their own lives and identities. Join us!

TUES. FEBRUARY 25 • PACESETTERS LUNCHEON
The monthly luncheon will be held February 25 at 11:30 AM in the 
Oxmoor Fellowship Hall Oxmoor - $6.00 lunch. Guest speaker will be 
Trinity’s Diector of Music, Josh Voiles.

NEW FIREHOUSE SHELTER OPEN HOUSE, FEB. 13
Please join us for an open house celebrating the new Firehouse emergency 
shelter on February 13 from 4-6 PM. Years of hard work, sacrifice and planning 
have paid off. All are invited to see the new building, meet the staff, and learn 
about what’s being done to help alleviate homelessness in our community. All 
are welcome, and no reservations are required. Address of the new shelter is:
626 2nd Ave North Birmingham, AL 35203

STEEPLE-2-STEEPLE RUN, FEB. 29
On Saturday, February 29, the 6th Annual Steeple 2 Steeple (5k + 10k + 0.5k) 
run will take place in West Homewood benefiting the United Methodist Chil-
dren’s Home. To register or learn more, please visit: www.steeple2steeple.com 
 
LENTEN OFFERING
February 26 marks the beginning of Lent. Every penny given to Trinity’s Lenten 
Offering will support our 24 ministry partners. This special offering supports 
organizations that provide shelter, education, and health care to individuals 
and families in need in Alabama and beyond. You may deliver your offering to 
the church office or place your gift in the offering plate at any time during Lent. 
Please mark your check Lenten Offering. 

TRINIYTY MINISTRY PARTNERS:
Appalachia Service Project
Camp Sumatanga
Church of the Reconciler
Community Church Without Walls
Community Furniture Bank
Dream Garden
Disability Rights and Resources
Fair Haven Fountain of Love
Family Promise
Firehouse Ministries
First Light

Hall Kent’s RISE Summer Program
McCoy Adult Daycare
M Power Ministries
Overflow Foundation
United Community Center
United Methodist Children’s Home
United Counseling
Upper Sand Mountain Parish
Urban Ministry
Wesley Foundations 
   (Alabama, Auburn, Samford & UAB)

50
+

MINISTRIES

If you are new to Trinity, we invite you to 
join us for NEXT STEPS. It’s a friendly 
membership track designed specifically 
for our guests and new members. At 
NEXT STEPS, you will meet pastors

   Next
Steps
Oxmoor Campus: Every Sunday 9:45 AM in the Large Parlor
Questions? Contact Julie Wright jwright@trinitybirmingham.com

and staff, learn more about Trinity and our Methodist beliefs.

young adults Tuesday Evening Dinner 
Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? 
If so, join us on Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM at the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott. 
A free, home cooked dinner is served along with fellowship, study and door 
prizes!  For more info, contact Lisa at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com
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OXMOOR CAMPUS:          Traditional Worship 8:30 & 11:00 AM  •  Contact Worship 8:30 & 10:45 AM
              Sunday School 9:45 AM   •   Youth Activities 6:00 PM
TRINITY WEST HOMEWOOD:  Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM  •  Community Hour 10:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

important dates
Jan 30-Feb 01 Lil’ Lambs Consignment Sale
Feb 10  Administrative Board Meeting
Feb 16  Mom & Me Cupcake Challenge
Feb 16  Church Yoga Begins
Feb 19  Parent’s Night Out @ TWH
Feb 19  Gifts Academy Session
Feb 25  Pacesetters Luncheon
Feb 26  Ash Wednesday
Feb 29  Steeple-2-Steeple Run

February 02      Brian Erickson     Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson     Matt Andrews
February 09      Andy Wolfe          Amy DeWitte                              Matt Andrews
February 16      Brian Erickson     Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson     Matt Andrews
February 23      Brian Erickson     Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson     Matt Andrews

february preaching schedule
SUNDAY:       Traditional       Contact  8:30 a / 10:45 a      West HWD

DISCOVERY
MARCH 6-8
Register now for 
KNOWN 2020!
Discovery Weekend is coming March 6-8. It is a three 
day retreat for middle school students, led by caring high 
school and adult leaders at Trinity. It’is the best way for 
students to connect with God, friends, and adult leaders as 
well as disconnect from the world and grow in their faith. 
For more info and to register, please visit:
www.elementdiscoveryweekend.com


