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Dinner, Kids Choir & Studies
return january 9

wednesdayevening activities

Trinity’s Elementary Choirs presented their 
annual Christmas program in December. This 

year’s theme was Christmas Around the World.

Christmas 
around the world

Just
Show UP.
See Brian’s message inside on this year’s churchwide theme: PRESENCE



“And let us consider how to provoke 
one another to love and good deeds, 
not neglecting to meet together, as is 
the habit of some, but encouraging 
one another, and all the more as you 
see the Day approaching.” 
– Hebrews 10:24-25

Every Methodist 
takes a five-fold 
vow when they 
become a part of 
the church. It’s 
a way of under-
standing what 
we are signing up for, what is expect-
ed of us. Every member commits to a 
specific understanding of membership: 
prayers, presence, gifts, service, and 
witness. Having spent 2018 focused 
on prayer, our focus for 2019 is the 
second part of that membership 
vow, “presence.”

Of the five things we commit to when 
we join the church, presence may be 
the most difficult of all. The irony of 
the age in which we live is that we can 
be in more places than ever before, we 
can know what’s going on in any cor-
ner of the world at any given time, but 
we don’t know how to be in one place 
at a time. Families sit in the same 
room, but everyone is on a different 
screen; we text while driving to the 
next meeting (during which we will 
be texting about the next meeting); 
we have unprecedented access to each 
other, but we have forgotten how to be 
together.

When the church talks about presence, 
it’s more than Sunday morning at-
tendance, though that simple act has 
become countercultural. And while 
we often think of church attendance 
as something that feeds us as spiritual 
consumers, 1 Peter 2:5 reminds us that 
we are “living stones” out of which 
the church is built – in other words, 
the congregation is incomplete with-
out us. Hebrews 10:25 declares that 

we should never neglect the power of 
being together in worship. And Jesus 
promises the disciples that when two 
or three are gathered in his name, he 
too will be present. Showing up is not 
just for our benefit, it’s for the sake 
of the church. There is real power in 
assembly. 

But presence is even more than that 
– it’s a quality of being that comes 
from deep connection with others. In 
a highly connected world, it is easier 
than it’s ever been to send and receive 
messages, it takes a few seconds to let 
the universe know what you had for 
dinner last night, but those connec-
tions are often shallow. There is a lot 
happening in our social media feed, 
but it’s hard to tell who is being fed. 

The same can be said of our connec-
tion with God. It’s never been easier 
to watch a worship service online, 
hear a great sermon (I can make some 
recommendations!), even dissect the 
scriptures in their original languages 
without a costly seminary degree, 
thanks to the power of technology.  
But none of those things, as important 
as they are to our spiritual life, can 
replace the simple act of being still 
and knowing God to be God. 

In other words, presence still matters.  
As you make your resolutions for 
this year, I hope you will prayerfully 
consider making it a habit to show up.  
For church. For each other. For God. 

What is keeping you from being fully 
present?

Hope to see you this Sunday. 
Because presence matters.

Brian

A Note from Pastor Brian

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

Prayers
Presence

Gifts
Service
Witness

WINTER STUDIES Begin january 9

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS AT 6:15 PM
Check out these studies & more at trinitybirmingham.com

• Rev. Brian Erickson’s Bible Study
 
• Everything Happens for a Reason and Other Lies 
I’ve Loved, by Kate Bowler. At thirty-five, everything in 
Kate Bowler’s life seems to point toward “blessing.” She is 
thriving in her job, married to her high school sweetheart, 
and loves life with her newborn son. Then she is diagnosed 
with stage IV colon cancer. This book tells her story, offer-
ing up her irreverent, hard-won observations on dying and 
the ways it has taught her to live.

• The Enneagram and Your Spiritual Life. The Ennea-
gram is a tool to help you better understand yourself and 
others, and your spiritual life. Discover your personality 
type and learn how knowing yourself better can transform 
your relationships and your spiritual life.

• Painting with Prayer. Engage the creative gifts God has 
given you as you paint with watercolors and pray with your 
fellow artists. All experience levels welcome. Supply list will 
be invited. 

REGISTER ONLINE
JANUARY 2-13

www.trinitybirmingham.com

•
QUESTIONS? 

Contact Amy DeWitte 
at 879-1737 or email

• A Disciple’s Path. The study combines a Wesleyan understanding of our growth in God’s 
love and grace with the time-tested practices of spiritual discipline. This six-week program 
guides individuals to take the next step in discipleship and become dynamic followers of
Jesus Christ.

• The Power of a Humble Life, by Richard E. Simmons III.  One of life’s greatest paradoxes 
is that strength is found in humility. The problem is, humility does not come naturally to us. 
Humility is a choice that we must first make, and then pursue. This book study explores our 
responsibility for seeking a humble life and cultivating a humble heart.

• Belong. A loving, welcoming, all-inclusive environment for women of all demographics to 
belong. Our goal is to connect to one another and grow in our faith through prayer, Scripture 
and storytelling. This is a great pace to invite friends who are not yet a part of Trinity! 
(One Wednesday/month - registration not required)

THURSDAY MORNINGS

• Covenant Bible Study. We best discover the Bible’s transformative power through shared 
study, reflection and engagement. Covenant is an ongoing study for women of all ages cover-
ing the wide scope of the whole Bible. New participants welcome!

• Jesus in the Gospels. Study the name, the place, and the people, and encounter the Jesus 
who is both hard to ignore and hard to control--a commanding, morally compelling figure as 
portrayed in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.



SUNDAY:
9 & 11 AM Worship  |  10 AM Community Hour  

914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Jack Hinnen  |   jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

New small groups begin on Thursday nights! 
Life’s Healing Choices and a deep dive into Methodism are just 

a few. Contact Micah for more info and a full listing at 
879-1737 or mshelton@trinitybirmingham.com.

Why We Belong, Sunday AM
Join us for a six-week crash course on Trinity West Homewood 

and following Jesus. Sunday mornings at 10 AM in the Conference 
Room at TWH with Jack. All are invited.

TWH is beginning a “Table of Eight” program in 2019 
If you’d like to get to know some of your fellow church members, 

or share your home with your neighbors, watch for more 
information coming about this exciting opportunity for us 

to encourage each other.

SMALL GROUPS
start 1.10.19

United Methodist Women Upcoming Events
January General Meeting & Lunch, January 28  
All are invited to the United Methodist Women General Meeting and Lunch on Monday, 
January 28. The meeting starts at 10 AM with lunch at 11 AM in the Fellowship Hall at Trin-
ity Oxmoor. The program will feature Theresa Johnson, Director of the Riley Center as she 
presents “A Patchwork of Faith, Hope and Love, The Riley Center Story.” Lunch is $7.50 
and non-UMW member reservations can be made by emailing Billie Gray at gray81321@
bellsouth.net. UMW Members need to email their Circle Chair for reservations. The dead-
line for reservations is Tuesday, January 22. 

Soup for the Soul Helps Those in Need
Thank you to all who supported the UMW’s recent “Soup for the Soul” fundraiser. Over 
$4,400 was raised to support several local missions including The Community Furniture 
Bank, The Overflow Foundation, Firehouse Shelter, the United Methodist Children’s Home 
and international organization, UMCOR. A very special note of thanks also to Chef Bert, 
Terrie Shroyer and all those who assisted with the fundraiser. 

Special Missions Awards 
Congratulations to Donna Burgess, Danya Orr, Paula Carlile 
and Jenny Smith who were recently awarded UMW Special 
Mission Recognition Pins for their work on mission and 
community projects. The pins were awarded during the 
Nov. 26 UMW Special Mission Evening. 

Annual Diaper Drive Returns in February!
The UMW will once again partner with Bundles for Hope Diaper Bank to sponsor a Diaper 
Drive during the month of February.  Donations of diapers size newborn - 6 will be collected 
and distributed throughout the Birmingham and surrounding areas. Diaper Donation Bins 
will be located throughout the church and diaper bundling workshops will take place during 
the month. Be on the lookout for more information concerning this wonderful ministry.

What is UMW? The United Methodist Women at Trinity UMC are part of a global network 
across the denomination focused on missions, spiritual enrichment and social action. 
UMW turns faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, children and youth around 
the world. Want to get involved or have questions about UMW? Contact Sarah Wessel at 
umwpresident@ trinitybirmingham.com.

DISCOVERY WEEKEND 2019   MARCH 8-10
This is the one weekend of the year that you don’t want to 
miss! Discovery Weekend is a three day retreat for middle 
school students, led by caring high school and adult 
leaders from Trinity. It’s the best way to connect with God, 
friends, and adult leaders, as well as disconnect from the 
world and grow in faith. Register your student today at
elementstudentministry.com/wonder/

Questions? Contact Robert Sturdivent at 879-1737 or 
rsturdivant@trinitybirmingham.com.

young adults Tuesday Evening Dinner 
Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? 
If so, join us on Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM at the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott. 
A free, home cooked dinner is served along with fellowship, study and door 
prizes!  For more info, contact Lisa at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com



WEDNESDAY NIGHT CHOIRS & ACTIVITIES, JANUARY 9
Wednesday night fun returns on January 9 for Winter & Spring 2019! Join us for 
dinner (4:30-6 PM) in the Fellowship Hall before choir. For more info visit 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/wednesday-night/
   

SPARK! January 13
5:45-7 PM • Trinity West Homewood – Ministry for 4th-5th graders with dinner, 
games, and a message. Join us!

Hey Neighborhood day, january 21
10 AM • GYM – Families! You’re invited to join us for Hey Neighborhood Day 
on Monday, January 21. We’ll meet in the gym at 10AM for a morning of bounce 
houses, games, and a movie. It’ll be a laid-back morning for kids to play with one 
another, with snacks for kiddos and coffee and pastries for the adults. We’d love 
to see you there—feel free to invite your friends and neighbors to join you!

SPRING BREAK MISSION TRIP INFO SESSION, JANUARY 27
9:45 AM • GYM – Looking for a fun way to make SPRING BREAK meaningful 
and fun? Come learn about our Family Mystery Mission Trip! 
Questions? Contact Eleanor at echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com.

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

Join us on Facebook: 
TrinityKids

trinitykids

If your family is expecting to grow through birth, 
fostering or adoption this year, join us on Sunday, 
January 13 at 9:45 AM in the Fellowship Hall.
We will connect you to resources, talk about 
baptism, introduce you to other parents, and take a 
tour of parent hot spots in our church. Questions? 
Contact Eleanor at 879-1737 or
echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com.

the calm beforestorkthe
Ministry

january 13 • 9:45 am
Fellowship hall

Questions about 50+ Ministries or to RSVP for an event,
Contact Julie Wright at 205-879-1737  |  jwright@trinitybirmingham.com

January 2 - Bingo!  11:30 AM at the Trinity West Homewood campus 
Fellowship Hall. Boxed lunches are available for $6. Please RSVP.

January 13 - A Red Plaid Shirt at Homewood Theatre  $10.00 
RSVP by January 10. Vans leave Oxmoor campus at 1:45 PM, show 
begins at 2:30 PM.

January 16 - Lunch Bunch  Join us for lunch at Sweet Tea. Vans leave
Oxmoor campus at 11 AM, lunch at 11:30 AM, please RSVP.

January 21 - Trinity Singers Concert  The Trinity Singers will 
present a concert at Brookdale University Park. Vans leave at 2:30 PM, 
concert at 3:15 PM.

January 22 - Pacesetters Luncheon  Oxmoor Fellowship Hall at 
11:30 AM. Dr. Joe Lewis will present a program on “What do you know 
about Alabama.” RSVP for lunch, $6.00.

50
+

MINISTRIES
UPCOMING EVENTS

Trinity’s village of moms, MOMentum, will meet on Thursday, January 3 from 
10-11:30 AM in the Small Parlor.  This group, open to moms of kids of all ages, 
meets on the first Thursday of the month. A speaker will inspire the group on 
topics of parenting and faith and conversations will continue as we enjoy lunch 
together. Free childcare is provided. Lunch is served at 11 AM, $7.50 per person 
(Now accepting debit cards!) To RSVP or be added to the email list contact 
Donya Traylor @ 205-999-4328 or donyamt@bellsouth.net.

JANUARY 3
10-11:30 AM

TRINITY MOMS WALKING GROUP (FRIDAY AM)
Enjoy the outdoors and great conversation in a new walking group just for moms. 
Strollers welcome! Friday mornings at 9 AM. If you plan to come, text Catherine Daniel 
at 912-656-1681 for meet up location and inclement weather plans.

THE COLLECTIVE (TUESDAY PM)
The Collective is excited to begin as a brand-new small group for young adults at Trinity, 
and is wide open to friends and family that aren’t connected to Trinity. If you’re some-
place in the in-between, post-college and pre-kids, we’re excited to get to know you. 
SINGLES AND COUPLES, you’re invited to join The Collective. We’ll meet in the loft 
area of the O’Henry’s Brookwood location from 7-8 PM on Tuesday, January 15. We’ll 
get to know each other and explore some practical biblical teachings for busy lives. 
Feel free to bring a friend and join us! If you have any questions between now and then, 
reach out to Mia Toole at mtoole@trinitybirmingham.com.

new small group options...

4:30-6:00 PM
Fellowship Hall

$20.00 Family Maximum  (or) 
    - $6.00 per adult
    - $3.00 per child (9 and under)
    - $5.00 per senior adult (60+)
    - $6.00 Salad Bar

For weekly menus and to make 
a reservation online, visit:
www.trinitybirmingham.com

 
Jennie Shoemake, who has trained 

at Halls Atlanta Floral Design 
School, will discuss floral 

techniques and demonstrate a floral 
design on Saturday, January 12 

from 9 AM-Noon in the Sanctuary. 
Lunch will be served afterwards. 

If you are interested or plan to 
attend, please email Melinda Hurd 

at mhurd4018@gmail.com 
by no later than January 8.

annual flower workshop
January 12  |  9 AM - 12 PM



Missions& outreach
United We Run (Feb. 23)
Register today for the 5th Annual United We Run 5k and 10k benefiting the United Meth-
odist Children’s Home. Race day is Saturday February 23! This year the race will start and 
finish at Seeds Coffee. [ Register at steeple2steeple.com ]

Lil’ Lambs Spring Sale (Feb. 28-Mar. 2)
Lil’ Lambs is a bi-annual consignment sale that provides gently worn clothing, toys, and 
furniture at reasonable prices. The funds from the sale will be used to support our local and 
international mission teams and projects. The spring sale will be February 28-March 2nd! 
[ Register to be a seller or a volunteer at www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/ lil-lambs/ ]

thank you trinity...
This Advent, as a result of your generosity, we supported our area Ministry Partners through 
our annual Manger Offering. This second-mile offering supports organizations like the 
Firehouse Shelter and Urban Ministry. We will be collecting gifts again during the Lenten 
season to support our Ministry Partners. Also during Advent, you helped to provide Christ-
mas gifts to 100 children from Urban Ministry and 150 adults living at the ARC of Central 
Alabama. Thank you for your gifts!

Do you want to serve with Outreach? Contact our Outreach Coordinator, 
Rev. Cheryl Hinnen at 205-879-1737  |  chinnen@trinitybirmingham.com. 

For other questions about Missions & Outreach, contact our Director of Outreach, 
Kristan Walker at 205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com.

welcome!new members

Elizabeth and Rich Myers (not pictured)
1081 Shades Crest Road, Birmingham 35226
The Myers family joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist Church. Rich is self-employed. They have a son, Chris (21).

Jeana Durst & Ben Durst
208 Broadway Street, Homewood 35209
Jeana joined Trinity by Profession of Faith. She 
works for a non-profit. Her son, Ben, was recently 
confirmed as a Trinity member.

Carol and James Schatz
1010 Oak Grove Road, Homewood 35209
The Schatz family joined Trinity by Profession of 
Faith. Carol is a realtor. They have a son, Cameron (5).

Anna and Greg Lochamy (not pictured)
5123 7th Avenue South, Birmingham 35212
The Lochamy family joined Trinity by vows from another Christian 
denomination. Greg and Anna are both pharmacists. They have a 
daughter, Claire (11).

Trinity volunteers helped at Urban Ministry’s 
Christmas Store in December. Our Angel 
Tree program gifts were available in this 
store and allowed lower income families 
the opportunity to purchase gifts for their 

children at discounted prices.

REGISTER NOW!
• For couples of all ages and stages
• Led by a licensed counselor with a lot of fun  
  and date time woven into the weekend.

new to trinity?
If you are new to Trinity, we invite 
you to join us for NEXT STEPS. 
It’s a friendly membership track 
designed specifically for our guests 
and new members. 

   Next
Steps
Oxmoor Campus: Every Sunday 9:45 AM in the Large Parlor
Questions about NEXT STEPS? Contact Laura Feld
lfeld@trinitybirmingham.com  |  879-1737

At NEXT STEPS, you will meet pastors and staff, learn more about Trinity 
and our Methodist beliefs.



www.trinitybirmingham.com
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OXMOOR CAMPUS:          Traditional Worship 8:30 & 11:00 AM  •  Contact Worship 8:30 & 10:45 AM
              Sunday School 9:45 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM
TRINITY WEST HOMEWOOD:  Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM  •  Community Hour 10:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

important dates

Jan. 06         Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson      Jack Hinnen      
Jan. 13         Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson      Jack Hinnen       
Jan. 20         Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson      Jack Hinnen      
Jan. 27         Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson      Jack Hinnen       

january preaching schedule
SUNDAY:  Traditional         Contact  8:30 a / 10:45 a         West HWD     

January 6 NEXT STEPS Resumes, 9:45 AM

January 9 Wednesday Supper Resumes, 4:30-6 PM

January 9 Winter Small Group Studies Begin, 6:15 PM

January 12 Flower Workshop, 9 AM

January 13 Calm Before the Stork, 9:45 AM

January 19 Marriage Retreat Weekend, Florence, AL

January 21 Kids “Hey Neighborhood!” Day, 10 AM

January 22 Pacesetters Luncheon, 11:30 AM

 Join Rev. Brian Erickson and your Trinity family for 
three amazing travel opportunities in 2019 and 2020.

Registration is open for all trips!  Brochures are located in the church office.

PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY • Oberammergau Passion Play 
June 15-24, 2020 Starting at $4,798

Including tours in: Rome, Assisi, Milan, Innsbruck
The Oberammergau Passion Play is over 380 years old 

and is only performed every 10 years.

HOLY LAND TOUR
February 4-13, 2020

Details for this trip coming soon.

WESLEY HERITAGE TOUR
May 7-15, 2019 Starting at $3,896

Including tours in: York, Epworth, Oxford, Bristol, London
This is the ultimate Methodist educational tour exploring 

Wesley’s London and the English countryside.

Building renovations are 
well underway.

 Each week brings progress 
and challenges.

We continue to ask for your 
patience and prayers!


