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VENTURE 2019  100 rising 4th-6th graders participated in this fun-filled week in June!

“Shut your mouth; open your eyes and ears.” – C.S. Lewis

I’ve heard the horror stories. UMC pastors, despite their desperate 
cries to their Bishops, get shipped off to a dysfunctional congregation 
in Timbuktu. Yet, there I was, requesting a change—from a perfectly 
good church, mind you—all in hopes of leading my own congregation. 
At the time, it seemed like the right decision. But as the Appointment 
Notification Day drew near, my confidence waned and questions 
loomed:
 
• Did I just jeopardize my wife’s worship faculty position at Samford 
University by inserting the real possibility of relocating? After all, her 
position is why we had moved 2,000 miles to Alabama in the  
first place.
• Will my decision for a change cost us thousands of dollars since we 
might have to move away from my wonderful and FREE in-laws who 
care for our son during the day?
• Finally, did I just give up an amazing congregation where I already 
felt loved and valued, where we had seen significant growth together? 

What was I thinking? Or the better question might be, was I thinking 
at all? 

I try to be a “trusting God” kind of person, but in the perceived chang-
es of life, the really big ones, anxiety stays firmly buckled into the driv-
er’s seat. So, by the time District Superintendent Bill Morgan called to 
tell me my new appointment, my nails were thoroughly bitten.

But then Bill told me about you.

Specifically, about the faithful people of Trinity West Homewood. In 
speaking with Bill, then later with Jack, Brian, and the Trinity West 
Homewood Leadership Team, I can’t help but see how God was in the 
driver’s seat all along. “Surprised” is an understatement after learning 
how the Trinity West Homewood congregation and I share so many 
values regarding hospitality, service, inclusivity, and diversity. Not to 
mention we share the same neighborhood. (I only live .3 miles away!) 
I’ve never been more excited to serve a church... mainly because I 
already can testify to a match clearly made in heaven.

Some of you might not feel as confident. Anxious questions might be 
swarming around your head at the moment. “Another change? Trinity’s 
had too much change already!” In particular, during the past several 
months Trinity West Homewood has undergone significant staff tran-
sitions, especially with the departure of Rev. Jack Hinnen, one of the 
kindest and most generous ministers I’ve ever met.

Understandably, change is a difficult thing. Still, I hope you will be 
surprised by God in the midst of change. Set aside your anxiety for 
a brief moment and look for God hiding in plain sight. God is up to 
something at Trinity West Homewood, and we are in for the ride of 
a lifetime.

A Note from Rev. Matt Andrews

Rev. Matt Andrews
PASTOR
Trinity West Homewood
mandrews@trinitybirmingham.com

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

Join us on Facebook: 
TrinityKids

camp sumatanga adventures (photo above)
In June, over 40 TrinityKids attended Camp Sumatanga’s first summer session. Ten  
of those campers stayed at Sumatanga’s Elementary 1 overnight camp for upper ele-
mentary kids. Hiking up the mountain, night swimming, making a home in the woods, 
playing on the wampoline and of course, drawing closer to God were all on the agenda.  
The rest of our bunch drove back and forth each day for Sumatanga’s Day Camp expe-
rience. Our early elementary campers canoed, tried archery, checked out AC Rock and 
spent time during the day exploring God’s word too. We had a ball together, combining 
fun and friends and faith. If you are looking for a summer camp experience that priori-
tizes faith without compromising the fun factor, talk to Ms. Eleanor about attending the 
2nd session of camp in July or going along with us next year!  

trinitykids

VENTURE was out of this world (photo below)
We recently welcomed 100 rising 4th-6th graders for mornings full of teambuilding 
games, worship led by our very own Kameron Mitchell, messages, and time in breakout 
groups to discuss. In the afternoons, we broke out into our community to serve our 
neighbors first hand. Over the course of the week, we cleaned up litter at Turkey Creek, 
hosted a birthday party for the residents at McCoy Adult Daycare Center, served at Trini-
ty’s Foodshare Program, learned all about our community garden from Chef Bert and 
Ms. Terrie, and helped clean up and get Legacy Prep Charter School ready to welcome 
kids on August 5! The TrinityKids team is so proud of these young disciples and their 
hearts for all of our Birmingham neighbors. We can’t wait for Venture 2020!



United Methodist Women Upcoming Events
Save the date for UMW Sunday & Open House 
All Trinity women are invited to join us for UMW Open House on SUNDAY, AUGUST 25. 
Join us for light refreshments and learn more about fall activities and how you can plug 
into this mission-focused women’s ministry. Watch for more details in the next Tidings. 

What is UMW?  The United Methodist Women at Trinity are part of a global network 
across the denomination focused on missions, spiritual enrichment and social action. 
UMW turns faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, children and youth around 
the world. Want to get involved or have questions about UMW? Contact Sarah Wessel at 
umwpresident@ trinitybirmingham.com.

9 & 11 AM Worship  |  10 AM Community Hour  
914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood

Rev. Matt Andrews  |  mandrews@trinitybirmingham.com

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as 
I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people 
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

John 13: 34-35

Jesus’s commandment in John (echoed in Fr. Peter Scholtes’s famous 
hymn “They’ll Know We are Christians”) conveys the centerpiece to the 
church’s identity and witness – love. Notice, Jesus doesn’t mention uniform 
doctrine, excellent preaching, fancy lights, elaborate ministry programs, 
etc., all ideas we naturally consider keys to success in church life. No, he 
only commands us to love our sisters and brothers. And in this simple love, 
the world sees Jesus. 

As Trinity West Homewood begins this new season of life with a new pastor, 
it seems all the more appropriate to focus on doing what makes us the 
church. Our six-week summer series is entitled, I ♥ MY CHURCH. 

By the end of the series, our desire is for our people to (re)claim this title 
personally, to learn what it means to obey Christ’s commandment to love 
one another, to discover the costs involved, and hopefully to fall deeper 
in love with this beautiful family God has given them. We’ll be looking at 
Christ’s commandment through the helpful lens of Matthew, a gospel that 
fittingly motivates readers to actually put love into action. In addition to wor-
ship, members are invited to show some love for their church family through 
social media. Also! A summer series on love could not be complete 
without a fun-filled evening at the new Patriot Park pool on July 28 
(6:15-8:15 PM) for our church members and their guests. Join us!

NEW series begins july 7

YOUNG ADULTS
TUESDAY EVENING DINNER & STUDY (20s 
& 30s not married)
Are you in your 20s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? If so, join us on Tuesday nights 
at 6:30 PM at the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott.  A free, home cooked dinner is served 
along with fellowship, study and door prizes!  For more info, email Lisa Elliott at  
lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.

SUNDAY SCHOOL (20s & 30s single and married)
You are invited to join the PHILOS class on Sundays from 9:45-10:30 AM. This 
group is made up of folks 20s & 30s, both single and married. The class is discus-
sion-based and studies scripture as it relates to every day life. For more info, email 
David Hayes at hayesdavid29@gmail.com.

at  trinity

I my church

POOL 
PARTY

Bring a picnic and your best cannonball!
sunday, july 28

6:15-8:15 PMPatriot Park Pool & Splash Pad

TRINITY WEST HOMEWOOD INVITES YOU...



VENTURE 2019  100 rising 4th-6th graders participated in this fun-filled week in June!

Questions about 50+ Ministries or to RSVP for an event,
Contact Julie Wright at 205-879-1737  |  jwright@trinitybirmingham.com

WED. July 3 - BINGO! 11:30 AM in the GYM at Trinity West Home-
wood. Celebrate the 4th of July early, win prizes, and enjoy good food 
and fellowship. $6 for a BBQ lunch. Reservation appreciated.

FRI. July 12 - DEMOPOLIS DAY TRIP  Join us for a fun, south-
ern day! Luxury coach leaves at 8 AM and returns at 6 PM. ($63 per 
person) We will tour 3 historic homes - Bluff Hall, Lyon Hall and 
Gaineswood - and have a guided tour of downtown. You will fall in 
love with this gem on the river and its friendly people and rich history. 
We will lunch at Stacy’s (pay on your own). The cost includes luxury 
coach and tickets to all homes. Space is limited. Reservation required 
by July 8.  

WED. July 17 - LUNCH BUNCH  Niki’s West and Farmers Market. 
Vans leave at 11 AM. Lunch is at 11:30 AM. Reservation appreciated.

SUN. July 21 - ALABAMA THEATER “TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD”   
Join us for this feature movie at the Alabama Theater. Vans leave at 1 PM 
and the movie is at 2 PM. ($9 per person) Atticus Finch, a lawyer in the 
Depression-era South, defends a black man against an undeserved rape 
charge, and his children against prejudice. The event will begin with a 
sing-along accompanied by the Mighty Wurlitzer Organ. Reservation 
required by July 16.

WED. July 24 - PACESETTERS LUNCHEON ***Note change in 
date and location!*** The Secret Life of Bees Presentation will take 
place at Trinity West Homewood at 11:30 AM. $6 lunch. Beekeeping 
(or apiculture) is the maintenance of bee colonies, commonly in man-
made hives, by humans. Come meet one of our resident Bee Keepers, 
Pat Lewis, and see the hive in action! “Bee kind” and make a reservation.

SUN. July 28 - CARING FOR THE CAREGIVER  This event is open 
to all caregivers. 12:15 PM in the Oxmoor Fellowship Hall. $6 lunch.
Come network with other caregivers and hear from Linda Neighbors, 
physical therapist, who will share “Don’t Break Your Back Being a 
Caregiver: Safety Tips When Someone Needs Physical Help.” 
Reservation appreciated.

50
+

MINISTRIES
UPCOMING EVENTS

Recent 50+ Ministry day event
at the Vulcan Park walking trail.

Vacation Bible School 
News Update
July 15-18 from 9 AM - 12 Noon
Kids entering 4K-3rd grade (fall of 2019) 

Trinity Kids will have an out of this world experience this 
month at “To Mars and Beyond!” At our Oxmoor campus, 
campers will discover how God’s power gives us faith, bold-
ness, kindness and hope. Our registration is now closed, so 
we are registering interested campers on our waitlist.  
(see link below)

VBS Mission Project 
We are collecting household items for people who are 
recently homeless and moving into homes for the first time. 
We need the following items to share with our neighbors:
• Kitchen Towels          • Mixing Bowls
• Cooking Utensils       • Shower Curtains & Rings
• Bath Towels               • Queen size sheets
• Box Fans

Volunteers Needed! 
With over 300 children participating, 
we need lots of adult volunteers! If 
you would like to help one day or 
all four days, please sign up online 
at www.trinitybirmingham.com. 
Childcare is available for volunteers 
with young children ages 2-36 
mo. Questions? Please email Amy 
Strong at amy.strong@yahoo.com.

www.trinitybirmingham.com/trinitykids-vbs-child-registration/



Questions about membership? Contact Laura Feld at lfeld@trinitybirmingham.com

NEXT STEPS for guests and new members will not meet over 
the summer months – it will return on Sunday, August 4.

considering joining trinity?

Missions& outreach

Questions about Missions & Outreach, contact our Director of Outreach, 
Contact Kristan Walker at 205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

SUMMER BOX FAN DRIVE  Help your neighbors stay cool this summer by 
donating a box fan. Drop off at the Oxmoor campus main office (OR) Trinity West 
Homewood’s narthex in July. Fans will be given to our local ministry partner, 
COMMUNITY FURNITURE BANK. 

JOIN TRINITY TUTORS THIS FALL 
Trinity will begin year two of our in-school tutoring program at 
Hemphill Elementary this fall. Tutors will work with a student 
(grades Pre-K to 2nd) once a week for 1.5 hours during the 

school day. Training will be provided by Trinity lay leader, Paula Carlile, who has ex-
tensive knowledge and experience with educating. Want to learn more? Please email 
jpcarlile@outlook.com. 

CHILDREN’S CLOTHING CLOSET DONATIONS
Our Children’s Clothing Closet is in need of like new or new chil-
dren’s SUMMER clothing and shoes. Donations can be brought 
to the Oxmoor main office during the week or to the Closet at 
Trinity West Homewood on Sunday mornings or Tuesdays.

welcome!new members
Hollie and Ed Graves
1625 Gentilly Drive, Vestavia Hills 35226
The Graves family joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination. Ed works in risk management for 
BBVA Compass and Hollie is payroll manager for Naph-
care. They have two children, Alex and Addison.

Sarah and Mack Brown
129 Hall Avenue, Homewood 35209
The Browns joined Trinity by vows from another Christian 
denomination. They are both physicians at UAB Medicine.

Hunter Pickett
761 Old Cahaba Drive, Helena 35080
Hunter joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist Church. He works as a Fleet Advisor for 
Thompson Tractor Company. He has three children, 
Robbie, Haley and Carl.

Tali and Billy McMahon
420 Cloudland Drive, Hoover 35226
The McMahon family joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination and by profession of faith. Billy is 
a retirement plan administrator for Warren Averett Asset 
Management and Tali works as a loan administrator for 
Method Mortgage. They have a son, Bryce.

Lloyd Arp
706 W. Laurel Avenue, Foley 36535
Lloyd joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist Church. He he is a student at Birmingham- 
Southern College.

Maureen and John Mangels
144 East Glenwood Drive, Homewood 35209
The Mangels joined Trinity by vows from another Chris-
tian denomination. John is a Homewood Police detective.

Sarah and Drew Kilgore (not pictured)
1510 Monticello Road, Irondale 35210
The Kilgore family joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist Church. Drew is a registered nurse and Sarah is an operating 
nurse first assistant at UAB. They have a daughter, Leighton.

Chelsea and Taylor Scruggs (not pictured)
1133 Kingsbury Avenue, Birmingham 35213
The Scruggs family joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist Church and by vows from another Christian denomination. 
Taylor is a resident anesthesiologist at UAB and Chelsea is a registered 
nurse at UAB. They have twin daughters, Evelyn and Louise.

Kristen and Adam Gerstenecker (not pictured)
764 Twin Branch Drive, Vestavia Hills 35226
The Gerstenecker family joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist Church and by profession of faith. Adam and Kristen both work as 
neuropsychologists at UAB. They have three children, Brielle, Augie and Ben.

Sandra and Brett Stanley (not pictured)
552 Edgecrest Drive, Homewood 35209
The Stanley family joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist Church and by profession of faith. Brett works in information 
technology. They have two children, Kimber and Rose.



www.trinitybirmingham.com
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Oxmoor Campus:  1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood •  205.879.1737  |  Trinity West Homewood:  914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood •  205.942.4622
CARE LINE: 205.868.9709                                                                                                                                                          ON CALL #: 205.538.3682

Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished monthly by Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 1400 Oxmoor 
Road, Birmingham (Homewood), 
AL 35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 1400 Oxmoor 
Road, Homewood, AL 35209-
3998

OXMOOR CAMPUS:          Traditional Worship 8:30 & 11:00 AM  •  Contact Worship 8:30 & 10:45 AM
              Sunday School 9:45 AM   •   Youth Activities 6:00 PM
TRINITY WEST HOMEWOOD:  Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM  •  Community Hour 10:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

important dates
July 4 & 5  Holiday - Church Office Closed

July 7   Church Yoga Begins, 5 - 6 PM

July 7-13 SOS Youth Mission Trip

July 15-18 Vacation Bible School, 9 AM - Noon

July 24  Pacesetter Luncheon, 11:30 AM (Trinity West Homewood)

July 26  Element Golf Tournament, 12 Noon (Highland Park Golf)

July 28  I ♥ MY CHURCH Pool Party, 6:15 PM (Patriot Park Pool)

July 28  Caring for the Caregiver Lunch, 12:15 PM

July 07         Brian Erickson      Emily Chastain / Brian Erickson     Matt Andrews

July 14         Andy Wolfe           David Thompson                          Matt Andrews

July 21         Savannah Wright  Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson        Matt Andrews

July 28         Reid Crotty           Amy DeWitte                                 Matt Andrews

july preaching schedule
SUNDAY:  Traditional         Contact  8:30 a / 10:45 a        West HWD


