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On Sunday, May 20, Trinity’s Class of 2018 was honored at the 8:30 AM 
service. They sat together in worship where they were recognized and then 
attended a Celebration Brunch with their families in the Fellowship Hall.Congratulations Graduates



Grace and peace to you, friends!
 
Again and again in the scriptures, God 
makes a promise to be with us. One of the 
names for Jesus is Emmanuel, which liter-
ally means “God with us.” Telling someone 
that you are with them is not something 
most of us have to do on a regular basis, 
because it’s a statement of the obvious. 
It would likely creep someone out if you 
turned to them in the car and said “I am 
with you.” I suppose the reason that God 
has to say it so much to us is that God’s 
presence is not always obvious to the 
human heart, especially in times of 
uncertainty.

This time of year always comes with a 
series of transitions. The temperature rises, 
our graduates move on to the next step in 
their journeys, kids get out of school, and 
we all hopefully will find some time for 
summer vacation. In the Christian calendar, 
we have finished the fifty days of Easter 
and now move into the far-less inspiring 
season known simply as “after Pentecost.” 
The Methodists will gather for annual 
conference, and the pastors who have been 
appointed to new churches will start a brand 
new season of ministry. (I am thrilled to 
report that you are stuck with all of your 
current pastors at Trinity!) All around us, 
transition is in the air, and while those tran-
sitions can create excitement, they can also 
bring uncertainty.

As your pastor, I am deeply aware of how 
much transition this year has held for us as 
a church family. In addition to the many 
life changes that seem to be a constant for 
a church our size, we have walked through 
a tremendously fruitful but challenging 
season of ministry together. We are halfway 
through our year-long emphasis on prayer, 
and it has been so encouraging to hear the 
stories from every age group in the church 
about how your prayer life has deepened 
or changed over these past few months. 
We shared in a record-breaking capital 
campaign, and are now poised to enter into 
a building project together that will dra-
matically shape our beloved church for the 
better. We’ve walked through staff changes, 

new ministry being born, and now even the 
walls of our facility will mirror the transfor-
mation that has happened within those walls.

But transitions are hard, because change is 
hard, even (maybe especially) for Chris-
tians. As people of faith, transitions are 
always opportunities for us to consider what 
in our hearts and lives we want to change, 
but they also hurt, because they bring a 
sense of loss. In the space between what 
was and what will be, like a parent weeping 
at graduation, we can be excited for what 
is about to happen, but that excitement can 
never be separated from what we know will 
not be again. And perhaps we even wonder 
if God is with us in all of this change.

I am convinced that most churches avoid 
change not only because we don’t want to 
face the pain that it brings, but also because 
we don’t want to admit to ourselves that we 
must change. There is a temptation, once we 
are a part of a church we love, to want 
everything to stay just as it is, because 
this is how we like it. In that moment, the 
church becomes a religious club for insid-
ers, rather than a mission to the world, and 
it explains why most of our churches are 
dying on the vine. For a healthy congrega-
tion, transitions serve as reminders that there 
is still work to be done in us, no matter how 
far along on this journey we may be, and that 
is always an opportunity. And that no matter 
where we go, we do not walk alone.

Whatever transitions are at work in your 
life during these humid days of summer, be 
they magnificent or miniscule, I hope you 
will prayerfully see them for what they are.  
Times to grieve with gratitude for the beau-
ty of what has been, and times to trust the 
God who has brought us this far, who has 
a future and a hope waiting for us just past 
what our eyes and hearts can see. 

For He is with us, just like He said He 
would be.

See you Sunday,

A Note from Pastor Brian

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

This is a great opportunity to receive 
an update on the progress of the 

building project and get answers to 
any questions you might have. 

Questions? Contact David Thompson 
at dthompson@trinitybirmingham.com. 

All are invited

 

Sunday, June 3 
Sunday, July 1 

9:45 AM  - Wesley hall

building 
update

sessions

 Join Rev. Brian Erickson and your Trinity family for two amazing travel opportunities in 2019 and 2020.

WESLEY HERITAGE TOUR
May 7-15, 2019

Including tours in: York, Epworth, Oxford, Bristol, London
This is the ultimate Methodist educational tour exploring 

Wesley’s London and the English countryside.

Starting at $3,896
Register early and save Registration is open for both trips!  Brochures are located in the church office.

Trinity currently has two job openings. 
The church is seeking to find the next 
Director of Senior Adult Ministries and
Facilities Manager. For more information 
about these positions and to read about 
job requirements, visit the church website: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/resources/resource-links/

trinity is hiring!



Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? 
If so, join us on Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM at the home of Mark & Lisa 
Elliott.  A free, home cooked dinner is served along with fellowship, 
study and door prizes!  For more info, email Lisa Elliott at 
lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com

young adults 
Tuesday Evening Dinner Study

SUNDAY:
9 & 11 AM Worship  |  10 AM Community Hour  

914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Jack Hinnen  |   jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

Welcome Bell Center!
Students begin classes on June 13! 
We will be providing them space at 
TWH while they rebuild their own 
facilities. This will not affect our regular activities, but will make 
the church much busier during the weekday. Check with Jack if 
you have any questions about space or usage.

Celebrate Recovery   |   Tuesday Nights at 6 PM
Ongoing – This ministry is made up of regular people who are on a 
journey toward wholeness; seeking recovery and celebrating God’s 
healing. Dinner is provided along with worship and small groups.

Why We Belong   |   Sunday Mornings at 10 AM
“Why We Belong” is a 6-week series on what it means to be us! 
It will begin on June 10. We will talk about how to read the 
Bible, the sacraments, membership, and everything you’d want to 
understand about our church. Message Jack with any questions.

Trinity West Homewood Garden
If you would like to help plant and/or work our new vegetable 
garden, contact Jack at jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com.

National Memorial For Peace and Justice 
& Legacy Museum 

• Leave from the church at 8:00 AM 
• Cost is $12 for admission and transportation (plus lunch on-your-own)
• 15 seats are available, all ages are welcome 
• There will be outdoor walking, dress cool and comfortable
• Reserve your seat! Contact Reid Crotty at 879-1737 or rcrotty@trinitybirmingham.com 

Reserve your spot today!
June 27

Join us for this special day trip to Montogomery

The new “Lynching Memorial and Museum” recently opened to international acclaim.  
It is a moving depiction of a dark chapter in our history, but one we must not forget. 

The TWH garden 
was planted last 
month. Thanks to 
all who pitched in 
to help!



Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

trinitykidssummer fun!
VENTURE June 4-7 9 AM - 3 PM, Oxmoor Campus
Kids entering 4th-6th grade (fall 2018) No charge
Join us at LIFE SAVER this summer as we explore how God’s love saves us all. Even when we feel like 
we’re all alone, God is always with us, guiding us back to safe harbor. Let’s spend time together singing 
songs, playing games, getting to know one another, and learning how God’s love can reach us anywhere!

Camp Sumatanga June 18-22  / Day Camp 2 
Kids entering 1st-3rd grade (fall 2018)  
Trinity will go to church day camp together to meet new friends and grow in our love of God. Please register 
and pay through www.sumatanga.org. Day campers should forward their Sumatanga confirmation email to 
Ms. Eleanor to secure a spot on the complimentary church van. (seats limited)

Camp Sumatanga June 17-22  / Elementary Camp 2 
Kids entering 4th-6th grade (fall 2018)  

Trinity will go to overnight church camp together to meet new friends and grow in our love of God. 
Please register and pay through www.sumatanga.org. Campers should also register through 

Trinity’s website to let Ms. Eleanor know you’ll be attending and to qualify for your $100 
“campership” available to every TrinityKid!

Vbs July 16-19 9 AM - 12 Noon, Oxmoor Campus
Kids entering 4K-3rd grade (fall of 2018) No charge
Don’t miss out on this highlight of the summer at TrinityKids! At “Shipwrecked,” 
our VBS campers will discover how God’s love saves us all. Register today and 
bring a friend!  Working parents... an extended day option is available in the 
afternoon with a registration fee of $25 per child.

www.trinitybirmingham.com

register today!

 Join Rev. Brian Erickson and your Trinity family for two amazing travel opportunities in 2019 and 2020.

Starting at $4,798
Register early and save

Oberammergau Passion Play • PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY
June 15-24, 2020

Including tours in: Rome, Assisi, Milan, Innsbruck
The Oberammergau Passion Play is over 380 years old 

and is only performed every 10 years.

Registration is open for both trips!  Brochures are located in the church office.

Rosedale is a historically 
African American community that has thrived in 
the midst of several transitions within Homewood, and this day 
of service was Viewpoint’s way of affirming the work of renais-
sance happening in this community. Thank you to all of the 
volunteers who pitched in to make this day a success!

Questions about Viewpoint Church? Contact Rev. Christian 
Cheairs at 879-1737 or ccheairs@trinitybirmingham.com.

On May 22, Viewpoint, a new community of faith launching 
out of Trinity, gave back in a day of service within the historic 
Rosedale community. 



welcome!new members

Mollie and Brannon Buck Not pictured
221 Poinciana Drive, Homewood 35209
The Buck family joined Trinity by transfer from another United Methodist 
Church. Brannon is an attorney and Mollie is a physician at UAB. They have 
two children, Emerson (11) and Harris (9).

Suzanne Ashe
1100 Hollywood Manor Circle, Homewood 35209
The Ashe family joined Trinity by Profession of Faith. Suzanne 
has two children, Laughlin (20) and Liza (16).

Trey Lemmon
216 Knoll Crest Drive, Homewood 35209
Trey joined Trinity by Profession of Faith. He is a student.

Emma Hunter
3201 Buck Horn Cove, Birmingham 35242
Emma joined Trinity by Profession of Faith. She is a teacher at 
Prater Lane Play School.

Rachel McKelvy
900 Arkadelphia Road, BSC Box 541948, Birmingham 35254
Rachel joined Trinity by transfer from another United Methodist 
Church. She is a student at Birmingham-Southern College.

Brigitta Goshen
900 Arkadelphia Road, Birmingham 35254
Brigitta joined Trinity by Profession of Faith. She is a student at 
Birmingham-Southern College.

Andrea and Austin Overton
709 Eastwood Place, Vestavia Hills 35216
The Overton family joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church and by vows from another Christian 
denomination. Austin is a property manager and Andrea is a RN at 
Brookwood Baptist Health. They have a daughter, Laken (4 mo.).

Kelli and Adam Cohen
2632 Willow Brook Lane, Vestavia Hills 35226
The Cohen family joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist Church. Adam is a pediatrician at UAB/Children’s 
Hospital and Kelli is an accountant. They have a son, Jackson (1).

Marilyn and Sam Audia
2979 Cherokee Road, Mountain Brook 35223
The Audias joined Trinity by vows from another Christian de-
nomination. Sam is employed by McGriff, Seibels and Williams 
and Marilyn works for The Hartford.

Rhoda and Sheldon Watkins Not pictured
2843 Surrey Road, Mountain Brook 35223
The Watkins joined Trinity by vows from another Christian denomination.
Sheldon is a retired District Court Judge and Rhoda is retired. 

Trinity’s membership track for our guests and new 
members will not meet over the summer during the 
months of June and July. NEXT STEPS will return 
on Sunday, August 5. In the meantime, if you have a 
question about membership, contact Laura Feld at 
879-1737 or lfeld@trinitybirmingham.com.

   Next
Steps
Returns Sunday, August 5!

Missions& outreach
PEPPER PLACE GLEANING WITH THE SOCIETY 
OF ST. ANDREW  Pepper Place Farmers Market (2829 2nd Ave. South) 
••• Volunteers needed Saturdays from 11 AM-1 PM
Glean produce from the popular Pepper Place Farmers Market with the 
Society of St. Andrew every Saturday from May to October. Sign up for 
your volunteer spot through SignUpGenius: http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f0b4daaae2ca5f49-2018

EAST LAKE FARMERS MARKET 
East Lake United Methodist Church 
(7753 1st Ave. S.) Parking lot behind the church
••• Volunteers needed Saturdays from 8-11 AM
From June to September, volunteers are needed 
every Saturday morning to pack and deliver 
boxes of produce to low-income seniors living at 
Villa Maria and East Lake House apartments.

Remember! Please email Cheryl Hinnen at 
chinnen@trinitybirmingham.com for specific 
details at least one week before your family or small group serves
at Pepper Place or East Lake Farmers Market.

TRINITY CHILDREN’S CLOTHING CLOSET 
This ministry is in need of like new warm weather dona-
tions! Drop off your donations at Trinity West Homewood 
on Sunday mornings -- or drop off during the week at 
Trinity Oxmoor.

HEMPHILL ELEMENTARY TUTORS NEEDED
This Fall, Trinity is launching an in-school tutoring program at the Birmingham 
City Elementary School we have been 
providing Weekender Backpacks for 
the past three years. Tutors at Hemphill 
Elementary will work with a student 
(ages Pre-K through 2nd grade) for 1.5 
hours during the school day. Training will 
be provided by Trinity lay leader, Paula 
Carlile, who has extensive knowledge and 
experience with educating. Want to learn 
more? Email jpcarlile@outlook.com.

Do you want to serve with Outreach? Contact our Outreach Coordinator, 
Rev. Cheryl Hinnen at 205-879-1737  |  chinnen@trinitybirmingham.com 

Questions about Missions & Outreach? Contact our Director of Outreach, 
Kristan Walker at 205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

CLOTHING CLOSET

hey neighbor!
Are you a part of a great Trinity Ministry? 
Does your group need more volunteers? 

If so, make plans to feature your ministry at the Adult Volunteer Ministry Fair 
that is being organized for August!  Any and all ministries/groups are

encouraged to participate. To sign up, contact Laura Feld 
879-1737 or lfeld@trinitybirmingham.com.



OXMOOR CAMPUS:          Worship 8:30 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 9:45 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM 
TRINITY WEST HOMEWOOD:  Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM  •  Community Hour 10:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished monthly by Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 1400 Oxmoor 
Road, Birmingham (Homewood), 
AL 35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

www.trinitybirmingham.com

Open the latest 
issue of

TIDINGS

important dates
June 3  Building Update Session, 9:45 AM

June 3  Youth Choir Summer Tour Homecoming

June 4-7 Venture (4th-6th grd), 9 AM

June 10 Viewpoint Worship Service, 6 PM

June 16 Panama Team 2 Mission Week

June 17 Father’s Day

June 17 Camp Sumatanga Week

June 24-29 Middle School Mission Week

Oxmoor Campus:  1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood •  205.879.1737  |  Trinity West Homewood:  914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood •  205.942.4622
CARE LINE: 205.868.9709                                                                                                                                                          ON CALL #: 205.538.3682

#yearo fp rayer

June 3            Robert Sturdivant    Christian Cheairs   Bobby Scales
June 10            David Thompson  Brian Erickson     Jack Hinnen
June 17            Amy DeWitte             Bobby Scales     Christian Cheairs
June 24            Cheryl Hinnen  Jack Hinnen           Amy DeWitte      

june preaching schedule
SUNDAY:     Traditional  Contact    West Homewood

2018 Prayer  Focus   |   #yearo fp rayer


