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On Sunday, May 19, Trinity’s Class of 2019 was honored at the 8:30 AM 
service. They sat together in worship where they were recognized and then 
attended a Celebration Brunch with their families in the Fellowship Hall.Congratulations Graduates

Choir Tour 2019  •  Central Florida  •  May 25-June 1 
Thank you Trinity family for supporting the Cross & Flame Youth Choir

and Handbells tour both financially and through your prayers. 
Please join us in worship on Sunday, June 2 at the 8:30 and 11:00 AM 

traditional services as we present our tour music in a Homecoming service.

Lakeland  •  St. Pete  •  ORLando



It’s the time of the season for bidding farewell
Beauty and sadness that no tongue can tell…
Go on, find the place that is calling you, out in the world
Go on and learn what you need to know

I know that no matter how far away you are, out in the world

I hold your hand wherever you go…

“Out in the World,” Tom Davidson

It’s the season of graduations and transitions and summer break, which 
always brings a varying array of emotions, depending on where your 
vantage point is. For students and teachers weary from school, as well 
as business people tired of sitting in school traffic, it is sweet relief.  For 
parents wondering what to do in the absence of public education, it feels 
like it will never end. For parents about to say goodbye to their graduate, 
it feels like it all went by so fast. For those who have come to the end of 
one journey and are more than ready to begin the next, it is simultane-
ously frightening and thrilling and full of expectation. 

One of the hardest things for me to learn as the pastor of a church as big 
as Trinity was how much coming and going there is – families move to 
new cities, little kids become young adults who graduate, beloved saints 
pass away, staff are called to new places of service. And then God sends 
new faces and new stories and new life. It doesn’t ever seem to slow 
down, this perpetual cycle of change, but I’ve come to believe it’s an 
important part of following Jesus, keeping our hearts tender and our eyes 
open to the new thing God is doing among us. We are resurrection people, 
meaning that we believe in change more than anyone else on the planet, 
but it doesn’t mean we know how to do it well, or that we enjoy it.

 We sometimes forget that Paul’s letters in the New Testament weren’t 
meant for us – at least not initially – they were written for his friends.  
We call them “Thessalonians” or “Ephesians” or “Philippians” because 
that’s who Paul was writing for, people dear to him who he lived in plac-
es he could not reach. Like every letter ever written, Paul’s correspon-
dence with his friends was meant to bridge a great distance, reminding us 
that friendship in Christ is never defeated by geography. In fact, following 
Easter, Christians began to believe that friendship in Christ could not even 
be defeated by death. Wherever Paul’s journey took him, whatever twists 
his story might hold, he wanted his friends to know that he carried them 
in his heart wherever he went. That through the power of the Resurrected 
One, they were bound together, even when they were apart.

Whether life feels in flux right now, or every day feels the same, take the 
resurrection risk of believing every moment to be holy. May we act as 
if every conversation is precious, as if every ordinary minute spent with 
the people we love is brimming with God’s own glory. And for those 
distant from us, separated by geography or time or even death, may we 
be foolish enough to believe in the Christ who bridges all those chasms, 
and holds us together.

See you Sunday,

A Note from Pastor Brian

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

June 02         Brian Erickson      Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson      Jack Hinnen

June 09         Brian Erickson      Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson      Jack Hinnen

June 16         Bobby Scales       David Thompson                          Jack Hinnen

June 23         Reid Crotty           Robert Sturdivant                         Brian Erickson

June 30         Brian Erickson      Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson      David Thompson 

june preaching schedule
SUNDAY:  Traditional         Contact  8:30 a / 10:45 a         West HWD

 building update
We are six months into our construction phase and amazing things are happening.  

Anticipated construction completion is March 2020.

Trinity Oxmoor 
To date, we have received close to $4 million, 
which is over half of our first capital campaign.

Trinity West Homewood
To date, we have received close to $100,000,
 which is over a third of our capital campaign.

It is not too late to make a pledge to the Multiply campaign! 
Multiply pledge cards are located in the pews. You may place in the offering plate, 

deliver to the church office, or make an electronic pledge on our website.
 

To give to the Multiply campaign:
•  Place cash in a giving envelope. Mark “Capital” and place it in the offering plate.
•  Write “Multiply” or “Capital” on the memo line of a check and place in the offering plate.
•  Text your gift to 250-235-6033 (first time user requires a quick set-up)
•  Make an electronic gift on our website: www.trinitybirmingham.com/giving/
•  Contact Laura Ellis in the Finance Office at 879-1737 or lellis@trinitybirmingham.com 
   to make an alternate gift.



United Methodist Women Upcoming Events
Thank You Trinity!
A Big THANK YOU to all those who supported the annual UMW Flower and Bake Sale on 
Saturday, May 11. In total, $3,000 was raised for the UMW mission agencies – Community 
Furniture Bank, Days for Girls, Firehouse Shelter, First Light, Overflow Foundation, UM 
Children’s Home, UMCOR, Urban Ministry, and the Weekender Backpack Ministry.  
It would not have been possible without the many loving hands and hearts who arranged 
flowers, potted plants, baked treats, worked the sale, shopped the sale and invited others 
to the annual May event!  

Save the date... 
All Trinity women are invited to join us for UMW Open House on Sunday, August 25. Join 
us for light refreshments and learn more about fall activities and how you can plug into this 
mission-focused women’s ministry. Watch for more details in the next Tidings. 

What is UMW?  The United Methodist Women at Trinity are part of a global network 
across the denomination focused on missions, spiritual enrichment and social action. 
UMW turns faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, children and youth around 
the world. Want to get involved or have questions about UMW? Contact Sarah Wessel at 
umwpresident@ trinitybirmingham.com.

YOUNG ADULTS
TUESDAY EVENING DINNER & STUDY (20s & 30s not married)
Are you in your 20s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? If so, join us on Tuesday nights 
at 6:30 PM at the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott.  A free, home cooked dinner is served 
along with fellowship, study and door prizes!  For more info, email Lisa Elliott at  
lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.

TUESDAY EVENING SMALL GROUP (20s & 30s single and married)
The Collective is a group of 20s and 30s, single and married folks, forming a 
community and studying practical biblical lessons for busy lives.Join us on Tuesday 
evenings from 7-8 PM at our NEW meeting location: Trinity’s Manhattan Parsonage. 
(It’s the white house adjacent to the small parking lot at Trinity and faces Manhattan 
Street.) For more info, email Mia Toole at mtoole@trinitybirmingham.com.

SUNDAY SCHOOL (20s & 30s single and married)
You are invited to join the PHILOS class on Sundays from 9:45-10:30 AM. This 
group is made up of folks 20s & 30s, both single and married. The class is discus-
sion-based and studies scripture as it relates to every day life. For more info, email 
David Hayes at hayesdavid29@gmail.com.

at  trinity

SUNDAY:
9 & 11 AM Worship  |  10 AM Community Hour  

914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Jack Hinnen  |   jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

Welcome Rev. Matt Andrews and family to Trinity West Homewood.
Matt was born in Nashville, TN, and has been happily married to Emily 
for almost seven years. She is a professor of music & worship at Samford 
University, Matt and Emily’s alma mater. Their greatest joy is their one-year-
old son, Elliot, who currently rules their household. Matt’s appointment to 
Trinity West Homewood is extra special for his family since they already live 
in West Homewood.

For the past ten years, Matt has pastored multiple congregational, academ-
ic, and clinical settings in Alabama, California, and Texas. In the last three 
and a half years, Matt has served Grace, A United Methodist Congregation 
in Vestavia Hills, AL as their Associate Pastor of Youth and Missions. Previ-
ously an ordained Baptist, Matt felt drawn to the Methodist tradition and will 
be commissioned for Provisional Membership as an Elder this June. Matt 
holds a Doctor of Ministry from Emory University, a Master of Divinity from 
Baylor University, and five units of Clinical Pastoral Education from UAB & 
Children’s Hospital of Los Angeles.

Matt has a deep passion for the local body 
of Christ and is elated to serve the peo-
ple of Trinity West Homewood. He looks 
forward to dream God-shaped dreams with 
them and to cultivate a community where 
every neighbor is invited to God’s table.

Please be in prayer for the Andrews’ family 
as they prepare to make this transition, 
we are so excited to welcome them to the 
Trinity family.

Pictured: Tuesday evening dinner and study at the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott.



Questions about 50+ Ministries or to RSVP for an event,
Contact Julie Wright at 205-879-1737  |  jwright@trinitybirmingham.com

June 1 - VULCAN-KIWANIS WALKING TRAIL  Join us at 9:30 AM for 
this 1-mile walk. James Lowery will teach about the historic Birming-
ham Mineral Railroad and mines and their significance for Birming-
ham’s early economic development. The walk can be extended to 2-4 
miles on your own if you are counting your steps. Meet in the small 
parking lot below Vulcan at the beginning of the Kiwanis Trail, off of 
Richard Arrington Jr. Blvd. No Charge – Please RSVP.

June 5 - BINGO! 11:30 AM at the Trinity West Homewood campus 
Fellowship Hall. Boxed lunches are available for $6. Please RSVP.

June 13 - HUNTSVILLE DAY TRIP  Day trip with us to the U.S. 
Space and Rocket Center. The day will include:
- Movie at the National Geographic Theater
- Guided tour of the mesmerizing National Historic Landmark, an 
authentic Saturn V rocket, one of only three in the world, located in the 
Saturn V Hall in the Davidson Center for Space Exploration. The hall 
showcases NASA and Marshall Space Flight Center contributions to 
historic, current and future space exploration.
- German Biergarten – enjoy authentic German food and beverage in 
this fun and festive atmosphere (purchase on your own)
Vans leave at 10 AM from Trinity Oxmoor and will return at 7 PM. 
(sun sets at 7:58 PM) $35 per person. Lunch and Biergarten are own 
your own. RSVP is required by June 11.

June 17 - TRINITY SINGERS CONCERT  The singers will present 

music at Greenbrier Independent Living at 3 PM. Vans leave at 2:15 PM.

June 19 - WE CAFE (URBAN MINISTRY)  Enjoy good food and 
good fellowship for a good cause. WE Café is a pay-what-you-can 
social enterprise focused on builing community by providing delicious, 
healthy food prepared by professional chefs who work with and train 
young adults in the Workforce and Life Skills Program, WE Work. 
Urban Ministry is a Trinity outreach partner. Vans leave at 11 AM and 
lunch is at 11:30 AM. Lunch on your own. RSVP Required.

JUNE 25 - PACESETTERS LUNCHEON  Oxmoor Fellowship Hall 
at 11:30 AM. $6.00, lunch. Speaker: Dr. Joe Lewis, THE SEQUEL  
If you enjoyed Dr. Lewis’ presentation in January on “Things you don’t 
know about Alabama,” then you will love Part II! Come enjoy fun and 
interesting facts about this state we call home. Please RSVP.

50
+

MINISTRIES
UPCOMING EVENTS

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

Join us on Facebook: 
TrinityKids

welcome krista dickinson
We are excited to welcome our new Children’s Ministry 
team member, Krista Dickinson. She has been married to 
Tommy Dickinson for 23 years. Her oldest daughter, Mary 
Charles, just finished her sophomore year of college at 
Troy University. Her youngest daughter, Bebe, is complet-
ing her junior year of high school at Spain Park. Krista 
plans to use her experiences as a Special Education teacher 
to collaborate with Eleanor Christiansen and Kim Skelton.

 
summer sunday school
Our kids finishing 1st-5th grade will combine into a large classroom for a Sunday 
School remix, summer style. We will be exploring the images of God found in the 
Bible through games, art, and cooking. These grades will meet in the Fellowship 
Hall beginning May 26. We will shift to the new gathering space room this sum-
mer when it opens! We can’t wait to see you this summer on Sundays!

VBS vOLUNTEERS needed
Our Volunteers are OUT OF THIS WORLD! We are pre-
paring for a galactic adventure for VBS going to Mars 
and Beyond! Our registration is now closed, so we are 
registering interested campers on our waitlist. It’s going 
to be a wonderful week and we need lots of volunteers 
to make it happen! Here’s how you can help...

You could be like Susan and serve as 
a teacher for one of our small groups! 
We’ll give you everything you need to 
shepherd kids with your partner teacher 
for an awesome week.

You could be like THIS Susan and 
help in our hospitality room, serving 
treats and refreshments to our 
teaching volunteers.

Or you could be like Fred and play 
games with our campers during rec 
time – connecting this fun and ener-
gentic time to our daily lesson.

Support the best week of the 
summer by volunteering! 

Email Amy Strong at 
Amy.strong@yahoo.com

and share where you’d like to 
serve our kids!

Be like Hunter and 
work on our decora-
tions team –  trans-
forming our space 
into a children’s 
wonderland!

trinitykids



Missions& outreach

Questions about Missions & Outreach, contact our Director of Outreach, 
Kristan Walker at 205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com.

welcome!new members

Donna and Dan Phillips (not pictured)
1028 Shades Glen Drive, Homewood 35226
The Phillips joined Trinity by vows from another Christian denomination. 
They are retired.

Questions about membership? Contact Laura Feld at lfeld@trinitybirmingham.com

NEXT STEPS for guests and new members will not meet over 
the summer months of June and July... it will return in August.

considering joining trinity?

SUMMER INTERNATIONAL MISSION TEAMS
There are ways to support our teams this summer traveling to Panama, Tanzania and 
Costa Rica. Consider praying for these teams- or donating items needed. (see below)

High School Panama Mission Trips
Serving with missionary Rhett Thompson
Alpha May 25-June 2 & Omega June 8-16

Costa Rica Family Mission Trip
Serving with missionary Wil Bailey
June 28-July 6

Tanzania Mission Trip
Serving with missionaries Eric & Liz Soard
July 1-11

Consider donating to the cause – Our COSTA RICA mission team is collecting new 
and lightly used tennis shoes for boys. Please place all donated shoes in the Missions 
Hub at our Oxmoor Campus or the Welcome Desk at Trinity West by Sunday, June 16.

Our TANZANIA mission team plans to organize a women’s health seminar and distrib-
ute Days for Girls reusable hygiene Kits (find out more at www.daysforgirls.org). The 
kits make a difference by offering hygiene solutions to assist women and girls to break 
the cycle of poverty and live lives of dignity. To donate to this project, you may make 
checks payable to Trinity’s Foreign Mission Fund.

CHILDREN’S CLOTHIG CLOSET DONATIONS
Our Children’s Clothing Closet is in need of like new or new 
children’s summer clothing and shoes. Donations can be brought 
to the Oxmoor office during the week or to the Closet at the West 

Homewood Campus on Sunday mornings or Tuesdays.

Darcy and Joe Mosley
185 Peachtree Circle, Birmingham 35213
The Mosley family joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church and by vows from another 
Christian denomination. They have a daughter, Lelia 
(7 mo.).

Elizabeth Nichols
1820 Oxmoor Road Apt. 452, Homewood 35209
Elizabeth joined Trinity by affiliate membership. She is 
a medical student at UAB.

Julia Alton Tubbs
2032 21st Avenue S., Birmingham 35209
Julia Alton joined Trinity by affiliate membership. She is 
a quality improvement advisor for Alabama Quality 
Assurance Foundation.

Hannah and Michael Kennedy
903 Highland Road, Homewood 35209
The Kennedys joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. Michael is a logistics coordina-
tor for Vineyard Brands and Hannah is a special education 
teacher for Mountain Brook Schools.

Elizabeth Owings
504 Woodmere Creek Way, Birmingham 35226
Elizabeth joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist Church. She is a project coordinator for the 
Alabama Community College System.

Ashley and Matthew Pierce
2721 Mount Royal Circle, Vestavia Hills 35216
The Pierce family joined Trinity by transfer from anoth-
er United Methodist Church and by vows from another 
Christian denomination. They are both physicians at St. 
Vincent’s. They have a daughter, Adeline (6 mo.).

Lisa and Roger Byrd
153 Woodmont Drive, Homewood 35209
The Byrds joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist Church and by vows from another Christian 
denomination. Roger is the oowner of Bob’s Bikes and 
Lisa is an accountant.

Brittany and Joe Massie
432 Cahaba River Parc, Birmingham 35243
The Massies joined Trinity by vows from another Chris-
tian denomination. Joe is a business analyst for FIS Global 
and Brittany is a supply chain analyst for Encompass 
Health.

Liz and Justin Henley
702 Morris Blvd., Homewood 35209
The Henley family joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. Justin works in pharmaceutical 
sales and Liz is a CRNA. They have two children, 
Houston (4) and Annie (7 mo.).

liza spencerstaff announcement
We are excited to announce that Liza Spencer 
will be expanding her role on our staff. As our new 
Outreach Coordinator, Liza will oversee all Mission 
Teams at Trinity – this includes Element youth 
mission teams. Liza will also coordinate volunteers 
for our local outreach efforts. She will begin this 
new role in June. She may be reached at 879-1737 
or lspencer@trinitybirmingham.com.
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OXMOOR CAMPUS:          Traditional Worship 8:30 & 11:00 AM  •  Contact Worship 8:30 & 10:45 AM
              Sunday School 9:45 AM   •   Youth Activities 6:00 PM
TRINITY WEST HOMEWOOD:  Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM  •  Community Hour 10:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

important dates
May 25-June 2 Panama Mission Trip, Alpha
June 2   Youth Choir Homecoming Concert, 8:30 & 11 AM

June 3-6  Venture (4th-6th grades)
June 8-16   Panama Mission Trip, Omega
June 10-14  Sumatanga Day Camp
June 16 Father’s Day
June 25            Pacesetter Luncheon, 11:30 AM

Traveling to the Holy Land with our Brothers and Sisters in Christ was a very inspirational 
and spiritual experience of a lifetime for us. To be able to see the biblical sites and walk 

where Jesus walked was very humbling. This trip has truly made a difference in our lives.
                                                                                                   – Courtney and Dennis Watts

HOLY LAND JOURNEY February 4-13, 2020
$4,498 per person

OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY & 
PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY June 15-24, 2020

$4,798 per person

TRINIT Y TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES IN 2020

join us!

For more information, contact Lisa Elliott at
879-1737 or lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.

You are invited to join Rev. Brian Erickson and the 
Trinity family to travel to two incredible destinations.

HOW CAN YOU SERVE THIS WEEK? 
Check out WEEKLY CONNECT for ways that you can plug in to 

ministry today… simple sign-ups available now. 
Log on to:  http://bit.ly/TUMCvolunteer 


