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7:00-8:00 AM   |   Morning Services
Come-and-Go 

Oxmoor campus  &  Trinity West Homewood campus
•

6:00 PM   |   Evening Services
Imposition of Ashes

Oxmoor campus  &  Trinity West Homewood campus

M A R C H  6

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God, 

did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave,

being born in human likeness.
[ Philippians 2:5-7a ]

SPRING STUDIES
This spring, our small group study offerings on Wednesday 
evenings will follow our 2019 Lenten theme on humility. 
The following studies will begin on March 13 and are 
available now for registration.
• The Power of a Humble Life
• Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred Practices in Everyday Life
• Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week

[ See inside for class descriptions ]

To register, please visit www.trinitybirmingham.com
Classes begin Wednesday, March 13.

H U M I L I T Y
Lent 2019

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of Lent. 
Lent is a time when many Christians prepare for Easter by 
observing a period of fasting, repentance, moderation and 
spiritual discipline.

Ash Wednesday emphasizes two themes: our sinfulness before 
God and our human mortality. The service focuses on both 
themes, helping us to realize that both have been triumphed 
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

During Ash Wednesday services, pastors will lightly rub the 
sign of the cross with ashes onto the foreheads of worshipers. 
The use of ashes as a sign of mortality and repentance has a 
long history in Jewish and Christian worship. Historically, ashes 
signified purification and sorrow for sins.

It is traditional to save the palm branches from the previous 
Palm Sunday service to burn to produce ashes for this service. 
The ash cross on the forehead is an outward sign of our sorrow 
and repentance for sins.

— Adapted from The United Methodist Book of Worship



This Tidings will likely arrive in your mail-
box a few days after the United Methodist 
denomination holds its 2019 General Con-
ference in St. Louis, though I am compos-
ing this article a few days before heading 
there. We will host a meeting in our Ox-
moor gym on Sunday, March 3, at 4 PM, to 
discuss the outcome of the conference, but 
I thought I would share some pre-emptive 
thoughts with you about why this matters, 
and why the church works like this.

We Methodists have always valued confer-
encing, from our beginnings as a grassroots, 
evangelical movement. Calling it “the 
connexion” of the early Methodists, John 
Wesley believed that the Holy Spirit worked 
best in Christian community, where two or 
three gathered to discern the Spirit together, 
helping one another hear the voice of God. 
He saw this evidenced in Acts 15, when the 
early church, wrestling with serious dis-
agreements over how to handle the Gentile 
mission, held a meeting to discern where 
the Spirit was leading them. 

That means that, in the United Methodist 
Church, the only body that can speak for 
the entire church is the General Conference, 
composed of 600-1,000 delegates from over 
one hundred countries, gathering at least 
once every four years. Our voice and our 
direction arise out of our “connexion” as 
the Body of Christ, not one personality or 
agenda. As a result, we Methodists have not 
only championed the power of small groups 
and accountability for spiritual growth, we 
have a governance structure that is extreme-
ly democratic, sometimes painfully so. 

We are also one of the few churches left 
that truly spans the globe, comprised of 
almost 13 million members in 136 differ-
ent countries, leading ministries that truly 
mirror the diversity of our church family – 
preaching the gospel to the brokenhearted, 
healing the sick in hospitals and clinics, de-
livering justice to the poor through a myriad 
of outreach ministries, educating children in 
schools around the world. There is incred-
ible richness in our diversity, a countless 
number of cultures, contexts, and callings, 

but that also makes family meetings diffi-
cult, especially when the conversations are 
contentious. 

This time around, at stake is the inclusion 
of LGBTQ persons, but in the past, we have 
come apart over slavery, female leadership 
in the church, and even Wesley’s doctrine 
of Christian perfection. The fact is, human 
beings have never valued connection with 
those who see the world differently than 
we do. We would rather sort ourselves into 
tribes, shakily built on sameness of opinion, 
than do the harder work of family, where 
the ties that bind keep us together even 
when agreement is hard to come by. We 
prize the transformation of those whose 
opinions differ from our own, while Jesus 
invites us to remove the lumberyard from 
our own eyes.    

At the heart of Wesley’s “connexion” is the 
idea that the Spirit might say something 
through the voice of my sister or my brother 
that I wouldn’t otherwise hear. The only thing 
that makes those difficult transformations 
possible is the One Spirit who holds the many 
together, creating space in each of our souls 
to listen to one another, even when we would 
rather shout our conclusions. Conferencing is 
a difficult, unnatural, and thoroughly Biblical 
way of doing church.

As I write this, I don’t know what will 
come of the General Conference, but my 
heart is heavy, because I know that many 
in our denomination have become so rigid 
that we’ve left very little room for the 
Spirit to work. But, like you, I profess a 
God who can make life stir from dry bones, 
who resurrected our Lord from the dead 
one Sunday morning, and who – even now 
– works through the dysfunctional family 
called to be the church, building the king-
dom of God.

No matter what comes from the General 
Conference, we have work to do.

See you Sunday,

Brian

A Note from Pastor Brian

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

General Conference Outcome Meetings
Trinity will host the following meetings to discuss the outcome of the 

2019 United Methodist General Conference. 
SUNDAY, MARCH 3 at 4 PM in the Oxmoor GYM

THURSDAY, MARCH 7 at 5:30 PM at Trinity West Homewood
– All are invited to attend –

SPRING STUDIES
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 
6:15 PM

• The Power of a Humble Life
by Richard E. Simmons III
One of life’s greatest paradoxes is 
that strength is found in humility. 
The problem is, humility does not 
come naturally to us. Humility is a 
choice that we must first make, and 
then pursue. This book study ex-
plores our responsibility for seeking a 
humble life and cultivating a humble 
heart. Led by Rev. Amy Dewitte. 
4 sessions beginning March 13. ($20)

• Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred 
Practices in Everyday Life
by Tish Harrison Warren
In the overlooked moments and 
routines of our day, we can become 
aware of God’s presence in surpris-
ing ways. How do we embrace the 
sacred in the ordinary and the ordi-
nary in the sacred? Framed around 
one ordinary day, this book study 
explores daily life through the lens 
of liturgy, small practices, and habits 
that form us. Come and discover the 
holiness of your every day. 
Led by Eleanor Christiansen. 
4 sessions beginning March 13. ($11)

REGISTER ONLINE
www.trinitybirmingham.com

Deadline: March 10
•

QUESTIONS? 
Contact Rev. Amy DeWitte 

at 879-1737 or email
adewitte@trinitybirmingham.com

 STUDIES Begin 
March 13

• Entering the Passion of Jesus: 
A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week
Jesus risked his reputation when he entered Jerusalem in a victory 
parade. He risked his life when he dared to teach in the Temple. His fol-
lowers risked everything when they left behind their homes, or anointed 
him with costly perfume. We take risks as we read and re-read these 
stories, finding new meanings and new challenges. See how the last 
week of Jesus’ life  raises ethical and spiritual questions for the reader, 
and how we all face risk in our Christian experience. 
Led by Rev. Reid Crotty. 4 sessions beginning March 13. ($14)



SUNDAY:
9 & 11 AM Worship  |  10 AM Community Hour  

914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Jack Hinnen  |   jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

United Methodist Women Upcoming Events
UMW Legacy Tea, March 17
The UMW will host a Legacy Tea on Sunday, March 17 from 2-4 PM in the Large Parlor to 
celebrate the 150th anniversary of United Methodist Women. We welcome all the ladies of 
Trinity to join us as we recognize those who have gone before us and laid the ground work 
for all we have today and for the next generation of women.

April Meeting & Dinner, April 29
Mark you calendar... the UMW Hands on Mission Dinner and Program will be held on Mon-
day, April 29 at 6 PM in the Fellowship Hall, Oxmoor Campus. UMW members, guests and 
kids/grandkids are all invited to enjoy dinner and a hands-on mission opportunity to benefit 
several local mission organizations. Dinner reservations ($7.50) are required and non-UMW 
members should contact Billie Gray at gray81321@bellsouth.net. UMW Members should 
email Circle Chairs for dinner and nursery reservations. The deadline is Tuesday, April 23. 

What is UMW? The United Methodist Women at Trinity UMC are part of a global network 
across the denomination focused on missions, spiritual enrichment and social action. 
UMW turns faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, children and youth around 
the world. Want to get involved or have questions about UMW? Contact Sarah Wessel at 
umwpresident@ trinitybirmingham.com.

LET’S EAT TOGETHER
Thursday Evenings at 6 PM

Join us for group classes for people to speak Spanish and English 
together over a meal. Eating, learning, and laughing together. 

WESLEY FOUNDATION MIXER
Sunday, March 3

College students are welcome - especially from BSC, UAB, and Samford!
Join us at 10 AM in the TWH Fellowship Hall. 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES
Wednesday, March 6

We will hold the following services on Ash Wednesday.
• 7-8 AM Come-and-go during this hour for ashes and blessing

• 6 PM Evening service and imposition of ashes
This evening service will be FAMILY FRIENDLY 

and geared towards being instructional for children of all ages.

GENERAL CONFERENCE RESPONSE
Thursday, March 7

On Thursday, March 7 at 5:30 PM, Jack will give a pastoral response to 
the General Conference and The Way Forward. All are invited. 

YOUNG ADULTS
TUESDAY EVENING DINNER & STUDY (20s & 30s not married)
Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? If so, join us on Tuesday nights at 
6:30 PM at the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott.  A free, home cooked dinner is served along with 
fellowship, study and door prizes!  For more info, email Lisa at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.

TUESDAY EVENING SMALL GROUP (20s & 30s single and married)
THE COLLECTIVE is a group of 20s and 30s, single and married folks, forming a 
community and studying practical biblical lessons for busy lives. We listen to podcasts, 
read passages from the Bible, and grow in fellowship. We would love for you to join us at the 
home of Mia Toole from 7-8 PM. For more info, email Mia at mtoole@trinitybirmingham.com.

SUNDAY SCHOOL (20s & 30s single and married)
You are invited to join the PHILOS class on Sundays from 9:45-10:30 AM. This group is 
made up of folks 20s & 30s, both single and married. The class is discussion-based and 
studies scripture as it relates to every day life. For more info, email David Hayes 
at hayesdavid29@gmail.com.



Trinity’s village of moms, MOMentum, will meet on Thursday, March 7 from 
10-11:30 AM in the Small Parlor.  This group, open to moms of kids of all ages, 
meets on the first Thursday of the month. A speaker will inspire the group on 
topics of parenting and faith and conversations will continue as we enjoy lunch 
together. Free childcare is provided. Lunch is served at 11 AM, $7.50 per person 
(Now accepting debit cards!) To RSVP or be added to the email list contact 
Donya Traylor @ 205-999-4328 or donyamt@bellsouth.net.

MARCH 7
10-11:30 AM

GUEST SPEAKER: Rev. Sheri Ferguson LMFT, LICSW
TOPIC: Passion while Parenting 

trinitykids

1st-3rd grade classrooms moving, MARCH 10
As construction extends in our Elementary Wing, 1st-3rd graders will move 
into the Ark beginning on Sunday, March 10. 1st and 2nd grade will combine 
in room A111 and 3rd grade will meet in room A113. Be on the lookout for 
signs directing families and additional iPad check in stations at the Ark en-
trance. We’re looking forward to our new space coming soon!

SPARK!, MARCH 10 (4th & 5th grade)
5:45-7 PM • Trinity West Homewood – Ministry for 4th-5th graders with 
dinner, games, and a message. Questions? Contact Mia Toole at 
mtoole@trinitybirmingham.com.
 
MANDATORY CONFIRMATION MEETING, MARCH 17 (5th grade)
Confirmation is a sacred time in our students’ lives where they explore ques-
tions of faith, grow together as a faith community and decide if they feel ready 
to join the church. On March 17 during the Sunday School hour (9:45 AM), 
5th graders and their parents are asked to attend a meeting in the Fellowship 
Hall so they can learn more about Confirmation and receive the tentative 
schedule for fall 2019. You may also go ahead and register your child for Con-
firmation at: www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/confirmation/.  Ms. Eleanor is 
looking forward to seeing this new group of confirmands on the 17th!
 
FAMILY MYSTERY MISSION TRIP, MARCH 24-26
Spring Break! We will retreat, serve at our mystery location out of town and 
have a lot of fun together as a group of families! Cost: $115/person  
(1st grade-youth and their parent/s)

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

Join us on Facebook: 
TrinityKids

summer fun register now!
www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/

March 3        Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson      Jack Hinnen
March 10      Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson      Jack Hinnen
March 17      Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson      Jack Hinnen
March 24      Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson      Jack Hinnen
March 31      Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson      Jack Hinnen

march preaching schedule
SUNDAY:  Traditional         Contact  8:30 a / 10:45 a         West HWD

Questions about 50+ Ministries or to RSVP for an event,
Contact Julie Wright at 205-879-1737  |  jwright@trinitybirmingham.com

March 6 - BINGO! 11:30 AM at the Trinity West Homewood campus 
Fellowship Hall. Boxed lunches are available for $6. Please RSVP.

March 18 - TRINITY SINGERS CONCERT  Join the Trinity 
Singers at 3 PM as they present music at Cahaba Ridge. Vans will 
leave the Oxmoor campus at 2 PM.

March 20 - LUNCH BUNCH  Join us for lunch trip and tour to the 
Negro Southern League Museum. Boxed lunches will be served on 
site from B & A Warehouse. Vans will leave the Oxmoor campus at 
11 AM, lunched will be served at 11:30 AM. $12 per person. Please 
RSVP to Julie by March 18.

March 23 - MONTGOMERY DAY TRIP  Join us for a fun Saturday 
in Montgomery! The day will include a matinee performance of Steel 
Magnolias at the Alabama Shakespeare Festival as well as a tour of 
the F. Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald Museum. Will have lunch at Sa Za 
in historic downtown. The vans will leave the Oxmoor campus at 8 
AM and will return at 6 PM. $49 per person (does not include lunch). 
Please RSVP to Julie – must receive payment by March 4.

March 26 - PACESETTERS LUNCHEON  
Oxmoor Fellowship Hall at 11:30 AM. Guest speaker 
Niki Sepsas will present on Ireland and St. Patrick.
From the picture-postcard villages and rolling fields of 
the east to the stunning sea cliffs on the island’s west coast, it’s easy 
to see why some 81 million people around the world hold so dear 
their Irish heritage from a land that claims 40 shades of green. Niki is 
a much sought after speaker for presentations to schools, civic clubs, 
senior centers, travel clubs, libraries and other groups and organiza-
tions. Please RSVP for lunch, $6.00.

50
+

MINISTRIES
UPCOMING EVENTS

•  APRIL 3 LaGrange, GA – Antiquity Center
•  APRIL 7 Caring for the Care Giver Program
•  MAY 29 Rickwood Classic Baseball Game
•  DEC. 13-14 Dahlonega, GA – Holiday Trip

save the date!



new to trinity?
If you are new to Trinity, we invite 
you to join us for NEXT STEPS. 
It’s a friendly membership track 
designed specifically for our guests 
and new members. 

   Next
Steps
Oxmoor Campus: Every Sunday 9:45 AM in the Large Parlor
Questions about NEXT STEPS? Contact Laura Feld
lfeld@trinitybirmingham.com  |  879-1737

At NEXT STEPS, you will meet pastors and staff, learn more about Trinity 
and our Methodist beliefs.

Missions& outreach
LIL’ LAMBS Children’s Consignment Sale (February 28-March 2)
Lil’ Lambs is a bi-annual consignment sale that provides gently worn clothing, toys, and 
furniture at reasonable prices. The funds from the sale will be used to support our local and 
international mission teams and projects. The spring sale will be Thursday, February 28 to 
Saturday, March 2! It is held in Trinity’s Gym on the Oxmoor campus.
For more information, please visit:  
www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/ lil-lambs/

Lil’ Lambs Sale Schedule:
Thursday, FEBRUARY 28, Preview Sale
• Volunteers shop at 4 PM, with $5 entrance fee
• Consigners shop at 5 PM, $5 entrance fee paid at registration 
• Public preview sale from 6-8 PM, with $5 entrance fee
Friday, MARCH 1 from 9 AM-2 PM
Saturday, MARCH 2 from 9 AM-12 PM (many items half-price)

SHROVE TUESDAY 
Pancake Dinner (March 5)
Join us on Tuesday, March 5 (the 
evening before Ash Wednesday) from 
5-6:30 PM for a Pancake Dinner. 
All proceeds will benefit our 2019 
international mission trips. 
If you cannot attend but would like to 
support Trinity’s international mission 
efforts, you may deliver a check to 
the church office made payable to 
Trinity UMC marked FOREIGN 
MISSION FUND.

LENTEN OFFERING
We collected over $83,000 for our Manger Offering during Advent. These funds went directly 
to our 25 local Ministry Partners, like Church of the Reconciler and Urban Ministry. We pray 
that you are led to support our Ministry Partners again by giving to our Lenten Offering. 
Checks can be made payable to TUMC, Memo: Lenten Offering and may be placed in the 
offering plate on Sundays or delivered to the church office.

– Do you want to serve with Outreach? Contact our Outreach Coordinator, 
Rev. Cheryl Hinnen at 205-879-1737  |  chinnen@trinitybirmingham.com. 
– For other questions about Missions & Outreach, contact our Director of Outreach, 
Kristan Walker at 205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com.

HOLY LAND JOURNEY
February 4-13, 2020

Including tours in: York, Epworth, Oxford, Bristol, London
This is the ultimate Methodist educational tour exploring 

Wesley’s London and the English countryside.

Starting at $4,498
Register early and save

Starting at $4,798
Register early and save

Oberammergau Passion Play • PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY
June 15-24, 2020

Including tours in: Rome, Assisi, Milan, Innsbruck
The Oberammergau Passion Play is over 380 years old 

and is only performed every 10 years.

Registration is open for both trips!  Brochures are located in the church office.

 Join Rev. Brian Erickson and your Trinity family for two amazing travel opportunities in 2020.

welcome!new members
Jana and Joey Amberson
240 Oxmoor Place, Birmingham 35211
The Amberson family joined Trinity by transfer from 
another United Methodist Church. Joey is a student and 
works at Birmingham Regional EMS System. Jana is a 
RN at UAB Hospital.

Evelyn Foss
1832 Lancaster Road, Homewood 35209
Evelyn joined Trinity by vows from another Christian 
denomination. She is retired.

Mary Frances Gaston
1755 Mayfair Drive, Homewood 35209
Mary Frances joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination. She is a student.

Elise Warren
700 Briscoe Road, Homewood 35209
Elise joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist Church. She is a nurse anesthetist at UAB.

Jamie and John Crow
202 Acton Avenue, Homewood 35209
The Crow family joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination. John works in sales for Birming-
ham International Forestry. Jamie is a dental hygienist for 
Alexander Dentistry. They have two children, Ella (5) and 
Johnny (3).

Robin Schultz (not pictured)
3004 Regent Park Circle, Birmingham 35242
Robin joined Trinity by transfer from another United Methodist Church. 
She is a RN at Outpatient Services East.



www.trinitybirmingham.com

Open the latest 
issue of

TIDINGS

Oxmoor Campus:  1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood •  205.879.1737  |  Trinity West Homewood:  914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood •  205.942.4622
CARE LINE: 205.868.9709                                                                                                                                                          ON CALL #: 205.538.3682

Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished monthly by Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 1400 Oxmoor 
Road, Birmingham (Homewood), 
AL 35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 1400 Oxmoor 
Road, Homewood, AL 35209-
3998

OXMOOR CAMPUS:          Traditional Worship 8:30 & 11:00 AM  •  Contact Worship 8:30 & 10:45 AM
              Sunday School 9:45 AM   •   Youth Activities 6:00 PM
TRINITY WEST HOMEWOOD:  Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM  •  Community Hour 10:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

important dates Download an APP and SUPPORT OUR YOUTH CHOIR! 
The Cross and Flame Youth Choir is heading to Florida this summer - Lakeland, Orlando, and 

Tampa/St Pete - for their annual choir tour. You can 
help them raise funds for the trip by downloading 
the free Planet Fundraiser APP.  All you have to do is 
choose Cross and Flame Youth Choir as your cause 

and then take a picture of your receipts from purchases at participating businesses. The 
APP will show you a list of local participating businesses wherever you are (based on your 
GPS location). Thank you for your support. Questions? Contact Jodi Haskins at 879-1737 or 
jhaskins@trinitybirmingham.com.

March 1-2 Lil’ Lambs Consignment Sale
March 3 General Conference Outcome Mtg., 4 PM

March 5 Shrove Pancake Dinner, 5-6:30 PM

March 6 Ash Wednesday Services, 7-8 AM & 6 PM

March 8-10 Discovery Weekend
March 11 Administrative Board Meeting, 7 PM

March 17 Mandatory Confirmation Meeting, 9:45 AM

March 17 UMW Legacy Tea, 2-4 PM

March 26 Pacesetter Luncheon, 11:30 AM

DISCOVERY WEEKEND   |   MARCH 8-10

Discovery Weekend is a 3-day retreat for MIDDLE SCHOOL 
students, led by caring high school and adult leaders from 
Trinity. It’s the best way for students to connect with God, 
friends, and adult leaders, as well as disconnect from the 
world and grow in their faith. 

ADULT VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED
Hundreds are needed to make this weekend a success. 
Please sign up today:
elementstudentministry.com/wonder/volunteer/


