
lenten prayer opportunities
MORNING PRAYER

7:30 AM
WEDNESDAYS
–Oxmoor campus–

Lenten Morning Prayer
(Mouat Chapel)

Gather for 15-20 minutes of 
prayer and worship.

EVENING PRAYER
5:30-6:15 PM

WEDNESDAYS
–Oxmoor campus–

EVENING PRAYER
6:30 PM

WEDNESDAYS
–Trinity West campus–

Lenten Moments of Quiet
(Room 300)

Self-directed prayer and reflection.
Come and go as you are able.

Be Still: Lenten Prayer Services
(Sanctuary, TWH)

Brief contemplative experience of 
prayer, singing, preaching and renewal. 

W E D N E S D A Y

On the six Wednesdays during Lent, MARCH 4 - APRIL 8,
you are invited to spend time in reflection and prayer 
during any of the above opportunities. Please join us.

CONTACT RETURNING TO WESLEY HALL
Our Contact services have been taking place in the Gym during the renovation 
and expansion of Wesley Hall. We are excited to announce that Contact worship
will return to Wesley Hall this Spring upon completion of this exciting project. We 
look forward to worshipping with you there in the coming weeks.
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Students may receive community service hours/points 
by participating in this project!

palm cross workshopS A T U R D A Y , A P R I L  4

Help make 3,000 palm crosses to be used in worship 
on Palm Sunday. On Saturday morning, April 4,

come and go from 9 AM - 12 Noon 
in the Fellowship Hall, Oxmoor campus. 
Many volunteers of all ages are needed! 

Bring your scissors and a hand towel. Sign up online.



A Note from Pastor Brian

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

Three times over the last four years, I’ve had the incredible blessing of 
beginning this Lenten journey immediately after returning from the Holy 
Land. I’ve come to realize that, beyond the power of seeing the sights 
and remembering the events that happened there, one of the most striking 
things about a pilgrimage to the Holy Land is the connection I feel with 
other pilgrims, both past and present.

That seemed especially true for me this year. For some reason, the most 
poignant moments were not in remembering the “firsts” that had hap-
pened in these places—the reason they are considered holy—but imag-
ining the immeasurable line of saints who had taken pilgrimage there 
before us. These places are not holy because of one extraordinary Visitor, 
but also because of a countless ordinary host. It was incredibly humbling 
to remember, in a season of denominational strife, how small and petty 
our differences are in the grand story of Christ’s Body on earth.

Lent is ultimately a journey. It reminds us of the journey of Christ to the 
cross, but it is also a clarion call that we must take up our own cross and 
follow where He leads. His journey is meant to become our journey. The 
spiritual life demands that we become pilgrims, that we be willing to give 
up the comfort of our predictable routine, and learn obedience to Christ.

But can we admit how afraid we Christians are of change? We talk a 
good game, and we certainly have more than enough songs to sing and 
scriptures to read about the new creation that God seeks to work in us, 
but that does not mean it ever comes naturally to us. We are wired to seek 
security and sameness and status quo, all of which can stand in the way 
of authentic discipleship.

That is not to say that we are called to be reckless or careless in our 
decision making, but that faith always requires a willingness to set aside 
our own agenda for the sake of Christ. It is one thing to call Jesus our 
“Savior,” it is another thing to call Him “Lord.”

Over these next several weeks, we are going to focus in on the risks of 
change, and the cost of genuinely following Christ to the cross, while 
focusing in on the most important story told in the Old Testament. As 
we trace the footsteps of our Israelite ancestors from slavery in Egypt 
through wilderness wandering to freedom in the promised land, I want 
each of us to be asking ourselves what God is calling on us to let go of 
for the sake of the new thing God intends to do in each of us.

I look forward to walking with you this Lenten season to (and through) 
the cross of Christ, that we might all discover anew the power of His 
resurrection.  

Grace and peace to each of you, and I will see you on Sunday.

PRACTICAL TOOLS FOR MANAGING YOUR FINANCIAL GIFTS
Each month, we will hear from professionals on money matters. The sessions 
will cover topics such as: understanding investments, buying a house, wills 
and funeral planning, saving for retirement, budgeting for high schoolers 
and collegiates, and much more.  These sessions offer a safe place to ask 
questions and receive unbiased, non-sales oriented information. 

MARCH SESSION:  Wednesday, MARCH 4 at 6:15 PM
Planned Giving – Presented by: Meredith Alsabrook & Mike O’Kelley

• APRIL 29:  Buying a House, presented by Jody Brant, Stacy Flippen & Barbara Wheeler

• MAY 6:       Wills, Estates & Funeral Planning, presented by Howard Neiswander       
                                                                                                                         & Andy Wolfe

RSVPs are appreciated for each session. To RSVP, contact Julie Wright at 
jwright@trinitybirmingham.com or 205-768-6089.

As we approach the 2020 General Conference of the United Methodist 
Church, Trinity is grateful to host Rev. Tom Berlin on Tuesday evening, 
March 17, for an important time of worship and prayerful discernment 
about the future of our beloved church. 

tuesday, March 17 • 6:30 pm, sanctuary

Tom has been the Senior Pastor of Floris UMC in Herndon, Virginia for 
over 22 years, overseeing 400% growth during his tenure there. He was 
a member of the Commission on a Way Forward, served as one of the 16 
leaders who crafted the recently-released “Protocol of Reconciliation and 
Grace Through Separation,” and has authored six books. 

This event is open to all North Alabama United Methodists, and will be 
live-streamed via the Trinity Facebook page. 

ONLINE REGISTRATION IS AVAILABLE: Bit.ly/trinitytomberlin

Strength for Today, 
Bright Hope for Tomorrow: 

An Evening of Worship 
and Discernment 
with Tom Berlin



UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Lenten Moments of Quiet
Looking for a little quiet during the busy season of Lent? On Wednesday 
evenings, March 4 - April 8, the John Wesley classroom (Room 300), will 
be open from 5:30-6:15 PM for self-directed reflection. As you come in the 
room you will find a card with a scripture, quote, or other prayer prompt to 
encourage reflection. Come and go as you are able.  All are welcome!
 
UMW Book Discussion
On April 19, at 3 PM in the large parlor, we will be discussing The Sun 
Does Shine by Anthony Ray Hinton. In 2015, Hinton was released from 
prison after serving 30 years on Alabama’s death row. His powerful story 
deserves attention, particularly by those who live in Alabama. Although 
reading the book is encouraged, it is not a requirement for attending. 

What is UMW?
The United Methodist Women at Trinity are part of a global network across 
the denomination focused on missions, spiritual enrichment and social action. 
UMW turns faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, children and 
youth around the world. Want to get involved or have questions about UMW? 
Contact Sarah Wessel at umwpresident@ trinitybirmingham.com. 

All ages and all levels are welcome to join in a 
donation-based Vinyasa flow to begin (or end) 
their week. We have mats, or bring your own!

Class is held in the Oxmoor Children’s 
Gathering space located on 1st floor.

Leader Mollie Erickson is available to answer 
any questions at 205-410-6872. 
Classes will run through 5/10.

– Note: No class Spring Break week –

CHURCH YOGA SUNDAY NIGHTS 
5-6 PM, Oxmoor Children’s Gathering Space

young adults Tuesday Evening Dinner 
Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? 
If so, join us on Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM at the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott. 
A free, home cooked dinner is served along with fellowship, study and door 
prizes!  For more info, contact Lisa at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com

9 & 11 AM Worship  |  10 AM Community Hour  
914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood

Rev. Matt Andrews  |  mandrews@trinitybirmingham.com
www.trinitywesthomewood.com

BE STILL: A Lenten Service of Prayer, Contemplation & Renewal
Beginning March 4, every Wednesday evening in Lent at 6:30 PM, you are offered 
a chance to simply quiet your soul and reconnect with God with your church family. 
This evening worship service at Trinity West Homewood will be a brief, contem-
plative experience of prayer, singing, preaching and renewal. You are welcome to 
attend Wednesday night dinner beforehand at 5:30-6:15 PM in the Fellowship Hall.

Lenten Dinners Begin Wednesday, March 4
Anytime between 5:30 PM and 6:15 PM on Wednesdays during Lent, you and your 
neighbors are invited to enjoy each other’s presence around a delicious, catered 
meal in the Fellowship Hall for just $5 each. Contact Peggy Gunnels at  
pgunnels@trinitybirmingham.com to RSVP.

Flowers for Friends, March 8
Join us on Sunday morning, March 8 at 10 AM in the Fellowship Hall for a fun ser-
vice project. We will paint flower pots, then plant flowers inside - before we deliver to 
our home-bound members. All are invited to participate. Questions? Contact Cristin 
Dedmon at cdedmon@trinitybirmingham.com.

Combined Baby Sprinkle, March 15
On March 15 at 10 AM in the Fellowship Hall, we will sprinkle the Dedmon family 
and the Andrews family with gifts in celebration of their new babies on the way. 
Contact Jade Carter at jade.jk@gmail.com for more details.

Parents Night Out was a 
big success in February!



trinitykids
MANDATORY CONFIRMATION MEETING, MARCH 15
Sunday, March 15 at 9:45 AM, Oxmoor Fellowship Hall - Current 5th 
graders and their parents are asked to attend this Confirmation meeting to 
discuss the purpose, schedule and expectations around Confirmation in 
the fall. Registration for 2020’s Confirmation Class is now open online: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/confirmation/

summer fun - register now!
Summer is just around the corner! TrinityKids is gearing up for a lot of 
fun. For more info on Venture, Sumatanga, Music & Arts week, and VBS 
and to register your kids, please visit: www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids

annual egg hunt, april 4
Our Hey Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt will be held on April 4 at 10 AM 
at our Trinity West Homewood campus. Find your basket and your shoes 
that can get muddy for the hunt. Be sure to bring a friend to this Hey 
Neighborhood event and introduce them to our church family!

Hey Neighborhood events are scheduled quarterly to provide 
opportunities for our church family to invite a friend to 
explore our church through a low commitment, high 
fun factor, free event. The best way to continue to grow 
our church is through your endorsement. We love when 
our church family believes so much in the ministry happening 
at Trinity that they take a risk and invite their friends.

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

Missions& outreach

Questions about Missions & Outreach 
Contact Kristan Walker at 205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

To volunteer with Missions & Outreach
Contact Liza Spencer at 205-879-1737  |  lspencer@trinitybirmingham.com

WELCOME HOME EASTER BASKETS
Help us “shower” individuals and families who are moving into stable hous-
ing with needed items, so their new place feels like home. Choose a room, 
purchase listed items and drop off donations during Lent in the Oxmoor 2nd 
Floor Commons Area or in the Trinity West Homewood Narthex.
• BATHROOM: bath rug, shower curtain & rings, set of 4 washcloths/hand 
towels/bath towels, small garbage can, hand soap, all purpose bathroom 
cleaner, toilet brush, plunger. Place all in a laundry basket.
• BEDROOM: queen sheets, blanket, laundry detergent. Place all in a
laundry basket.
• KITCHEN: kitchen towels, basic serving utensils, bowls with lids, 1 pot and 
1 skillet, cookie sheet, manual can opener, dishwashing liquid, all-purpose 
cleaner, 4 piece setting of silverware & dishes. Place all in a kitchen trash can.
– Clients of the following organizations will receive these donations: 
Firehouse Ministries, First Light Shelter, Family Promise and the Community 
Furniture Bank
 
LENTEN OFFERING
Every penny given to Trinity’s Lenten Offering will support our 24 ministry 
partners. This special offering supports organizations that provide shelter, 
education, and health care to individuals and families in need in Alabama and 
beyond. You may deliver your offering to the church office or place your gift 
in the offering plate at any time during Lent. Please make checks payable to 
Trinity marked Lenten Offering.

GOD’S CREEPY CRAWLY CREATION
On January 20, TrinityKids hosted a “Hey Neighborhood” Day. 
This exciting morning had a fun bug and reptile theme – and it 
featured live repitiles from Ed’s Pet World. Children of all ages 
gathered to enjoy making crafts and then had the opportunity 
to touch snakes, lizards and tortoises. A creepy, crawly fun time 
was had by all! Our next “Hey Neighborhood” Day event will be 
the annual Easter Egg Hunt. It will be held at the Trinity West 
Homewood campus on the morning of Saturday, April 4.

MARCH 6-8
Register now for KNOWN 2020!
Discovery Weekend is March 6-8. It is a three day retreat for 
middle school students, led by caring high school and adult 
leaders at Trinity. It’is the best way for students to connect 
with God, friends, and adult leaders as well as disconnect 
from the world and grow in their faith. For more info and to 
register, please visit: elementdiscoveryweekend.com

JOIN US FOR A FUN
NIGHT OUT ROAD TRIP
Saturday evening, March 14 
to Sugar Creek Supper Club 
in Hayden, AL. 

Enjoy dinner and a concert 
by GIRLS WITH GUITARS, 
a talented and dynamic trio 
of lady songwriters.
–Vans leave Trinity Oxmoor at 

4 PM and return by 10 PM.

NIGHT OUT 

ROAD TRIP
MARCH 14

BABY BOOMERS & GEN-XERS

RSVP to Julie Wright at jwright@trinitybirmingham.com 



UPCOMING EVENTS

Questions about 50+ Ministries or to RSVP for an event,
contact Julie Wright at 205-879-1737, jwright@trinitybirmingham.com

50
+

MINISTRIES

Trinity’s village of moms, MOMentum, meets on Thursday, March 5 at 11 AM in 
the Children’s Gathering area (1st floor). We will hear from Rev. Sheri Ferguson on 
Praying With Our Children. The group meets on the first Thursday of the month. A 
speaker or activity will inspire the group on topics of parenting and faith and conver-
sations continue as we enjoy lunch. Free childcare is provided for ages 0-5. Lunch is 
served at 12 Noon, $7.50 per person (cash, check or debit). To RSVP or be added to 
the email list contact Donya Traylor @ 205-999-4328 or donyamt@bellsouth.net.

MAR. 5
@ 11 AM

SPEAKER: REV. SHERI FERGUSON

If you are new to Trinity, we invite you to 
join us for NEXT STEPS. It’s a friendly 
membership track designed specifically 
for our guests and new members. At 
NEXT STEPS, you will meet pastors

   Next
Steps
Oxmoor Campus: Every Sunday 9:45 AM in the Large Parlor
Questions? Contact Julie Wright jwright@trinitybirmingham.com

and staff, learn more about Trinity and our Methodist beliefs.
WED. MARCH 4 • BINGO  
Join us for fun and prizes at Trinity West Homewood, 11:30 AM. 
$6.00 if you would like lunch. Reservations appreciated.

WED. MARCH 11 • LUNCH BUNCH
Join us for a trip to the Bright Star in Bessemer. Vans leave at 11 AM, lunch at 
11:30 AM. Since 1907, The Bright Star restaurant has been serving generations 
of customers its specialty Greek- style snapper and steak, signature seafood 
gumbo, luncheon specials, and famous pies.

MON. MARCH 16 • TRINITY SINGERS
Join us for a concert at Mt. Royal Towers at 2 PM. (Vans leave at 1:15 PM)

MON. MARCH 16 • DAY TRIP
McWane Science Center & Pizitz Food Hall. $16 plus your lunch - Vans leave 
at 9:30 AM and return after lunch. Designed to inspire a life-long love of learn-
ing, McWane Science Center has welcomed millions of visitors since opening 
in 1998. We will explore the museum and enjoy the IMAX Movie AMERICA’S 
MUSICAL JOURNEY. Narrated by Morgan Freeman, in America’s musical 
cities, stories come together to create a soundtrack that showcases the nation’s 
diversity, culminating in a unique blend of sound, music and innovation unlike 
anywhere else in the world. Then we will enjoy lunch at the Pizitz Food Hall - 
including 14 amazing food stalls - located inside the historic Pizitz Building.

TUES. MARCH 24 • PACESETTERS LUNCHEON
Join us in the Oxmoor Fellowship Hall at 11:30 AM. Guest Speaker this month 
is Niki Sepsas – a sought after featured travel speaker. His presentations trans-
port audiences to sites throughout the United States and on each of the world’s 
continents. His sizzling images and focused commentary combine geography, 
politics, and the remarkable history and rich tapestry of cultures that make up 
our world. He will present, Opa! The Greek Passion for Life! A look at the 
music, dance, gastronomy, and indomitable spirit of the people of Greece whose 
passion for life is legendary. Lunch is $6.
    
SUN. MARCH 29 • HOMEWOOD THEATER
Catch Me If You Can at Brookwood Village. Show starts at 2:30 PM, vans 
leave Trinity Oxmoor at 2 PM. ($15) A murder mystery comedy that is exciting 
from beginning to end. A missing bride, an advertising executive, a priest, and a 
deli owner will have you wondering “whodunit.” Join us!

welcome!new members

Jason Clark (not pictured)
Jason joined Trinity by transfer from another United Methodist Church. 
He is an engineer.

Joy Burchfield (not pictured)
Joy joined Trinity by vows from another Christian denomination. 
She is retired.

Penney and Blake Owens
The Owens joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. Penney works for Home-
wood City Schools as a behavior specialist and Blake is 
the financial programs manager for Owens Landscape 
Group. They have three children, Liam, Grace and Ben.

Heidi Hataway
Heidi joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist Church. She is retired.

Mary Anne and Bradley Phillips
The Phillips joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. Mary Anne is a financial con-
sultant and Bradley works in medical sales. They have a 
daughter, Anne Russell.

Emily and Paul Simmons
The Simmons joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination. Emily is an accountant for 
Regions Bank and Paul is a civil engineer. 

Sarah and Jay Haithcock
The Haithcocks joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination and by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. Jay is an attorney for Burr 
Forman, and Sarah is an attorney for Regions Bank. 
They have a son, Cooper.

Chris Ann and Steve Wingo (not pictured)
The Wingos joined Trinity by vows from another Christian denomina-
tion. Steve works in sales for USA Sennheiser and is also the worship 
leader at Trinity West Homewood. Chris Ann works for Hoover City 
Schools. They have a granddaughter, Parker.

Vicki and Steve Mitchener
The Mitcheners joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. They are retired.

Trisha and Josh Young
The Youngs joined Trinity by transfer from another Unit-
ed Methodist Church. Trisha is a finance manager for 
Ernst & Young and Josh works in commercial construc-
tion. They have twin sons, James and Silas.
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OXMOOR CAMPUS:          Traditional Worship 8:30 & 11:00 AM  •  Contact Worship 8:30 & 10:45 AM
              Sunday School 9:45 AM   •   Youth Activities 6:00 PM
TRINITY WEST HOMEWOOD:  Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM  •  Community Hour 10:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

important dates
March 4 Gifts Academy Session
March 6-8 Discovery Weekend
March 9 Administrative Board Meeting
March 15 Mark Miller Music Event
March 17 Tom Berlin UMC Event
March 24 Pacesetters Luncheon

March 01      Brian Erickson     Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson     Matt Andrews
March 08      Brian Erickson     Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson     Matt Andrews
March 15      Brian Erickson     Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson     Matt Andrews
March 22      Brian Erickson     Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson     Matt Andrews
March 29      Brian Erickson     Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson     Matt Andrews

march preaching schedule
SUNDAY:   Traditional       Contact  8:30 a / 10:45 a      West HWD

Learn more about Mark and his music:  
www.markamillermusic.com

• T R I N I TY M U S I C & A RT S P R E S E N T S  •

A weekend of music with Mark Miller

Sunday, March 15
6 pm - Trinity Sanctuary

Accomplished composer and organist, 
 Mark Miller will spend a weekend at Trinity 

March 13-15.  A lifelong Methodist,
Mark and his music create community and 

advocate for justice.

All are invited to attend a special evening
performance including Mark, Trinity’s Sanctuary 

and Youth Choirs, as well as singers from 
Vestavia Hills UMC and Avondale UMC. 

All are invited!


