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On Saturday, April 21 our church and community gathered at Trinity to support the United Methodist Children’s Home
by running in the 4th Annual Steeple-2-Steeple Race. Young and old participated in the 5K and 10K, raising money to
benefit the home that makes a real difference in the lives of children. For more info, visit: www.umch.net

united we run
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TRINITY KIDS SUMMER

VIEWPOINT SERVICE
    JULY 16-19 from 9 AM - 12 Noon
For all kids entering 4K-3rd grade (fall of 2018)  No charge!

Don’t miss out on the highlight of the summer at TrinityKids! At 
“Shipwrecked,” our VBS campers will discover how God’s love 
saves us all. Bring a friend! Register today on the church site:
www.trinitybirmingham.com 

Working parents... an extended day option is available in the 
afternoon with a registration fee of $25 per child. 
Deadline to register for the extended day option is July 9.

Are you older than 3rd grade and want to help?
Many volunteers are needed! We welcome:
•  Kids entering 4th-6th (with an accompanying parent/adult)
•  Middle School & High School youth
•  Adults of all ages  
Nursery care for kids 0-3yrs is available for all adult volunteers

JOIN US FOR AN ADVENTURE AT

SHIPWRECKED
VBS 2018



Dear Friends,
As you may have heard over Easter, our commitments to 
the Multiply campaign currently total a little over 
$7.6 million, which is by far the largest single campaign 
in Trinity’s history. It’s also so exciting to report that our 
West Homewood campus not only met their campaign 
goal, but exceeded it (by just over one hundred dollars!).  
It’s also important to note that we have now concluded 
two years in which we “out-gave” our budget (for the 
first time in our history), have zero debt, and over  
$1 million in our reserves (also a first in our long history).
 
While we did not reach the church-wide $12 million 
goal, this is a tremendous step forward for both our 
current needs as well as our forward vision, and I cannot 
thank our campaign leadership enough for their hard 
work over this past year. Had we reached the goal, 
our next steps would be obvious, but our results have 
prompted some “going back to the drawing board” over 
these next few months.
 
Now that we have some idea of our resources, our Build-
ing Committee, in partnership with Williams-Blackstock 
(our design firm) and Brasfield & Gorrie (our contractor), 
have begun the long process of refining both the over-
all cost and scope of our building project. We want to 
understand all of our options going forward, and make 
choices that reflect our vision for the future, responsible 
stewardship of these pledges, and Spirit-driven prayer.  
Our finance sub-team has begun meeting with potential 
lenders to explore our options relative to financing, so 
that we can obtain both the best possible loan as well as 
understand the implications construction debt could have 
on our operating budget.
 
The Building Committee is clear that our priorities as a 
church are the HVAC/mechanical replacement as well 
as an expanded contemporary worship space/children’s 
ministry area. Because of the extensive impact of the 
proposed children’s ministry/Contact addition, and the 
number of existing spaces that are affected by that single 
element of the project, one of the challenges going 
forward is to define a reasonable stopping point, both 
logistically and financially. I am confident that we have 
assembled an incredible team from within and outside 
the congregation, and look forward to the results of their 
hard work.
 
All that said, I covet your prayers for and your patience 
with our leadership during these next few months. Our 
intent is to be thorough, prayerful, and accurate in all 
of our communication around this exciting and histor-
ic crossroads in our church’s ministry. As we receive 

information, we will use every method available to us to 
make sure it is passed on to the church family, but many 
of those details and decisions have to come on their own 
timeline.
 
To that end, Mark Limbaugh, our Building Committee 
chairperson, will be giving status updates on the first 
Sunday of the month in Wesley Hall during the Sunday 
School hour beginning in May. The feedback sessions 
that were held during the campaign proved to be tre-
mendously valuable in determining the priorities of our 
church family, and that feedback has played a signifi-
cant role in our ongoing discussions. These first Sunday 
meetings will offer anyone interested a chance to hear the 
latest news on the project and anticipated next steps.
 
One of our summer Administrative Board meetings will 
be designated as a charge conference, and during that 
meeting, the church leadership will have a final vote on 
loan terms and overall scope of the project. If everything 
proceeds according to schedule, we anticipate breaking 
ground on renovations sometime early in the fall. Even 
as we speak, we are renovating the gym so that it can 
be used as a worship space for Contact, and I think you 
will be really pleased with its new “makeover.” With the 
support of the Child Development Center, the Trustees 
were able to complete this project without using any of 
the capital campaign funds, and I think we can all agree 
the gym deserved a little update.
 
We are also so excited to “welcome home” the Bell 
Center beginning in just a few weeks, as they will use 
the Trinity West Homewood campus as their temporary 
home for at least the next year, as they walk through 
their own renovation process. As many of you know, 
Betty Bell began that tremendous program in one of 
our children’s classrooms at the Oxmoor campus, and 
it’s especially appropriate that we are making space for 
them to continue their work as they, too, move into a new 
and exciting future. Special thanks to our Trustees for 
being flexible and creative in finding a way to make this 
happen.
 
And that’s just what’s happening with our facilities!  
Every day, this place is bustling with life, ministry, and 
vision, as hearts are changed and families transformed by 
the saving love of Jesus Christ. On the other side of all 
this hard work, sacrifice, and discernment, Trinity’s best 
days lie in wait for us. I can’t wait to get there with you.
 
See you Sunday,
Brian

A Note from Pastor Brian

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

Trinity will celebrate our graduating seniors on Sunday, May 20. Graduates and their families will 
attend the 8:30 AM traditional worship service, where the class will sit together and be recognized 
during the service. After the service, they will attend a celebration brunch in the Fellowship Hall.

If you plan to participate in Senior Recognition Sunday, please RSVP to Rachel Saliba at 879-1737 
or rsaliba@trinitybirmingham.com by Thursday, May 10. 

ALSO! Please provide two pictures of your graduate (one from an early age and their senior portrait)
for use in the service no later than May 10. Send your pictures to Rachel Saliba by dropping them by 
the church office or by email at rsaliba@trinitybirmingham.com.

High School Graduation SENIOR RECOGNITION sunday,may 20

This is a great opportunity to receive 
an update on the progress of the 

building project and get answers to 
any questions you might have. 

Questions? Contact David Thompson 
at dthompson@trinitybirmingham.com. 

All are invited

 

Sunday, May 6  
Sunday, June 3 
Sunday, July 1 

9:45 AM  - Wesley hall

building 
update

sessions

2018 Prayer  Focus   |   #yearo fp rayer



SUNDAY:
9 & 11 AM Worship  |  10 AM Community Hour  

914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Jack Hinnen  |   jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

What is UMW? The United Methodist Women are women of many generations, phases of 
life, and talents who come together on a monthly basis for fun, fellowship and hands-on-
mission work for women, youth and children. The UMW of Trinity put faith, hope and love in 
action. For more info, contact Tiffany Slocum at umwpresident@trinitybirmingham.com.

Trinity’s village of moms, MOMentum, will not have a traditional meeting in May. 
Instead... a fun, May social is being planned! Watch your email coming soon 
with details. To be added to the email list contact Donya Traylor at 205-999-
4328 or donyamt@bellsouth.net.

MAY Social!

The Bell Center is coming in June! 
We will be providing them space at 
TWH while they rebuild their own 
facilities. This will not affect our 
regular activities, but will make the church much busier during 
the weekday. Check with Jack if you have any questions about 
space or usage.

New! Trinity West Homewood Garden
If you would like to help plant and/or work our new vegetable 
garden, contact Jack at jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com.

Sunday Community Groups WILL continue through the  
summer, but check with each teacher for specific classes. 
There will always be an opening for you at 10 AM!

Mother’s Day Flowers & Visits   |   May 12
We will return again this year to Fairhaven to help give their 
residents a happy Mother’s Day. On Saturday, May 12, meet at 
10 AM at the Missions Support Office (Behind Fairhaven) located 
at 1520 Cooper Hill Road. Hope to see you there!

Recipe for Unity Pentecost Meal   |   May 20
Pentecost is a season of people speaking different tongues and 
inviting different people to be a part of what God is doing. This 
meal will be our way of celebrating the birth of the church and 
reclaiming that same mission. Join us for a Potluck Meal Event
on Sunday, May 20 beginning at 5:30 PM.

Celebrate Recovery   |   Tuesday Nights at 6 PM
Ongoing – This ministry is made up of regular people who are on a 
journey toward wholeness; seeking recovery and celebrating God’s 
healing. Dinner is provided along with worship and small groups.

watch our garden grow...
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High School Graduation SENIOR RECOGNITION sunday,may 20

vacation bible school • july 16-19
Register your rising 4K - 3rd grade children now for VBS... it will be a “Ship-
wrecked” adventure!

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

trinitykids join us for summer fun!
VENTURE June 4-7 9 AM - 3 PM, Oxmoor Campus
Kids entering 4th-6th grade (fall 2018) No charge
Join us at LIFE SAVER this summer as we explore how God’s love saves us all. Even when we feel like 
we’re all alone, God is always with us, guiding us back to safe harbor. Let’s spend time together singing 
songs, playing games, getting to know one another, and learning how God’s love can reach us anywhere!

Camp Sumatanga June 18-22  / Day Camp 2 
Kids entering 1st-3rd grade (fall 2018)  
Trinity will go to church day camp together to meet new friends, have camp-sized fun, and grow in our love of 
God. Please register and pay through www.sumatanga.org. Day campers should forward their Sumatanga 
confirmation email to Ms. Eleanor to secure a spot on the complimentary church van. (seats limited)

Camp Sumatanga June 17-22  / Elementary Camp 2 
Kids entering 4th-6th grade (fall 2018)  

Trinity will go to overnight church camp together to meet new friends, have camp-sized fun, and 
grow in our love of God. Please register and pay through www.sumatanga.org. These 

campers should also register through Trinity’s website to let Ms. Eleanor know you’ll 
be attending and to qualify for your $100 “campership” available to every TrinityKid!

Vbs July 16-19 9 AM - 12 Noon, Oxmoor Campus
Kids entering 4K-3rd grade (fall of 2018) No charge
Don’t miss out on this highlight of the summer at TrinityKids! At “Shipwrecked,” 
our VBS campers will discover how God’s love saves us all. Register today and 
bring a friend!  Working parents... an extended day option is available in the 
afternoon with a registration fee of $25 per child.

www.trinitybirmingham.comregister today!



Questions about NEXT STEPS? Contact Laura Feld at lfeld@trinitybirmingham.com

new to trinity?
If you are new to Trinity, we invite you to join us for 
NEXT STEPS. It’s a friendly membership track de-
signed specifically for our guests and new members. 
At NEXT STEPS, you will meet pastors and staff, 
learn more about Trinity and our Methodist beliefs.

   Next
Steps
Oxmoor Campus:  Every Sunday 9:45 AM in the Large Parlor

NEXT STEPS will not meet over the summer months of June 
and July... make sure to join us in May for all four sessions!

considering joining trinity?

welcome!new members
Lauren and Charlie Peters
1618 Woodfern Drive, Homewood 35209
The Peters joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist Church and by Profession of Faith. Charlie works for 
Daxko and Lauren works for the American Heart Association. 
They have a son, Hagen (4 months).
Abby and Hunter Harris
109 Edgewood Drive, Homewood 35209
The Harris’ joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist Church and by vows from another Christian denom-
ination. Hunter is an accountant for Harris and Associates and 
Abby works as a dietition for Pack Health.

Danielle Hoyt
2217 Chapel Road, Hoover 35226
Danielle joined Trinity by Profession of Faith. She works as an 
account manager for NCP Solutions.

Brittany and Garth Legvold
2721 Montauk Road, Hoover 35226
The Legvolds joined Trinity by vows from another Christian 
denomination. Garth works as an operations manager for YFAI 
and Brittany is a self-employed content manager. They have 
three children, Kinsley, Whitt and Parker.

Kathi and Danny Wallace
5299 Greystone Way, Birmingham 35242
The Wallaces joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist Church. They are retired.

Angela and Philip Young  (not pictured)
2300 Brook Manor Drive, Birmingham 35224
The Youngs joined Trinity by transfer from another United Methodist Church. 
Philip is a stock broker at UBS.

Janet Stovall  (not pictured)
3606 Napoleon Court, Vestavia Hills 35243
Janet joined Trinity by vows from another Christian denomination. She is retired.

Bill North
606 Wild Forest Drive, Homewood 35209
Bill joined Trinity by vows from another Christian denomination. 
He is an Assistant District Attorney in Bessemer.

Do you want to serve with Outreach? Contact our Outreach Coordinator, 
Rev. Cheryl Hinnen at 205-879-1737  |  chinnen@trinitybirmingham.com 

Questions about Missions & Outreach? Contact our Director of Outreach, 
Kristan Walker at 205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

Missions& outreach

Thank you for your generosity during our Lenten Offering and Welcome 
Home Drive! Because of your support, we have been able to continue to fi-
nancially support our 26 Ministry Partners, and provide household items to 
individuals and families moving from homelessness to permanent housing.

WEEKEND BACKPACK MINISTRY
This month marks the conclusion of our third school year of Trinity’s 
Backpack Ministry. During the 2017/18 school year, Trinity volunteers of 
all ages lovingly assembled and delivered over 12,400 weekend meals to 
food insecure children in our community. We will provide weekend meals 
this summer to the students in the enrichment program at Hall-Kent 
Elementary. We are so grateful for your support of this ministry and we 
look forward to serving together next school year through this ministry!

URBAN MINISTRY TURNS 40!
This year Urban Ministry celebrates 40 years of ministry in West End! 
We pray that the next 40 years will include the expansion of innovative 
programs like WE Work, a workforce and life skills program, as well as 
the WE Garden and WE Cafe. May the future also include new programs 
like the WE Center for Social Enterprise to develop West End-led small 
businesses and to open WE Market, a store selling products made in West 
End. Trinity is so thankful for the opportunity to have compassionate and 
creative partners in ministry like Urban. 

FOOD SHARE NEEDS VOLUNTEERS
Our Food Share ministry is growing each month! Volunteers are needed to 
set up our Food Share store from 9-10:30 AM on Tuesday mornings.

MAY IS MENTAL HEALTH MONTH
Support individuals with mental illness and family caregivers of those with 
mental health issues by spreading the word about Trinity’s Mental Illness 
Caregiver Support Group (3rd Thursdays, 11:30 AM-12:30 PM - Rm. 124) 
or by collecting items with your Sunday School class or small group for a 
hospital or group home.

TANZANIA 2019 
Interested in joining the 2019 Mission Trip to Tanzania with volunteers from 
Trinity and Vestavia Hills UMC? Our next meeting is Wednesday, May 2 at 
5:30 PM at Vestavia Hills UMC. Dinner and child care is available.

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR DONATIONS...



OXMOOR CAMPUS:          Worship 8:30 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 9:45 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM 
TRINITY WEST HOMEWOOD:  Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM  •  Community Hour 10:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished monthly by Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 1400 Oxmoor 
Road, Birmingham (Homewood), 
AL 35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

www.trinitybirmingham.com

Open the latest 
issue of

TIDINGS

important dates
May 2  Last Wednesday Supper for the Semester!

May 6  Building Update Session, 9:45 AM

May 12  Boy Scout Garage Sale & Pancakes, 7 AM

May 12   UMW Bake & Plant Sale, 7 AM

May 17  Viewpoint Worship Service, 6 PM

May 20  High School Senior Sunday, 8:30 AM

May 22  Movers & Shakers Lunch, 11:30 AM

May 28  Memorial Day - Church Office Closed

Oxmoor Campus:  1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood •  205.879.1737  |  Trinity West Homewood:  914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood •  205.942.4622
CARE LINE: 205.868.9709                                                                                                                                                          ON CALL #: 205.538.3682

#yearo fp rayer

May 6  Brian Erickson    David Thompson   Jack Hinnen
May 13  Cheryl Hinnen    Amy DeWitte      Jack Hinnen
May 20  Brian Erickson    Amy DeWitte      Jack Hinnen
May 27  Brian Erickson    Amy DeWitte      Christian Cheairs

may preaching schedule
SUNDAY: Traditional   Contact     West Homewood

Come join Viewpoint’s monthly worship service in an effort to 
expand and widen Trinity’s arms of outreach and service 

to the greater Birmingham community. 

Thursday, may 17

6 PM  |  WESLEY HALL
join us!


