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Have you returned your 2020 pledge?
•  Drop your pledge card in the offering plate during any of our worship services
•  Submit your pledge conveniently and privately online at www.trinitybirmingham.com/giving
•  Deliver your pledge card to the church office or mail it to 1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209
•  Contact Laura Ellis at 879-1737 or email lellis@trinitybirmingham.com

LEARNING TO LEAP ON FAITH
Trinity’s Confirmation Class kicked off in August with a fun scavenger hunt and a service 

project. This group of 6th graders served at the East Lake Farmer’s Market – bagging 
produce that was delivered to neighbors in need of food. As they have grown together 

this fall, they have learned about their own faith and God’s never ceasing love for them.  
They’ve studied topics like the Quadrilateral and God’s Prevenient, Justifying and 

Sanctifying Grace. We look forward to welcoming this group of 74 Confirmands into our 
church on November 24, Confirmation Sunday. Join us on the 24th, when our 

Confirmands will take vows of membership at the 11 AM traditional worship service.



People seem to be lamenting the state of our civility these days.  
I’ve heard more than one person say that this is the most divi-
sive time in our history, though I don’t think that’s necessarily 
true, though it often feels that way. Conflict has been a part of 
human history since the moment God decided to make more 
than one of us. The Bible is steeped in human conflict – with 
one another, with God, even within ourselves. You could make 
an argument that the New Testament is born out of conflict, 
though it’s harder to recognize it two thousand years later.
 
The gospel of Jesus Christ caused conflicts in families, broke 
apart faith communities, created conflict with the civil author-
ities, and resulted in people who had nothing in common with 
one another learning to eat at the same table. Most of Paul’s 
letters are born out of conflict with the churches he had planted, 
and his mission to the Gentiles caused conflict within the early 
Christian church.
 
And let’s be honest, every church that bears the name of Christ 
has some conflict at work in it. If you don’t believe me, ask 
the next three Trinity folks you meet their opinion about the 
construction. I take great comfort in the fact that the saints who 
went before us, while dealing with a different set of challenges, 
also had to learn to address the conflicts of their day in a way 
that honored their faith. 
 
This month, we will launch a new sermon series, Conflicted: 
Making Peace in a Time of Division, where our scriptural focus 
will be the first big fight within the Christian church, spelled out 
for us in the 15th chapter of Acts. I am convicted that it has so 
much to teach us in 2019 about how disciples of Jesus handle 
differences, and how we make decisions when we disagree. 
I am also hoping this month will bring some opportunities to 
use those lessons to have a conversation about how we handle 
ourselves as a church in light of the current divisions within our 
larger denomination.
 
Conflict is inevitable, even (maybe especially) for followers of 
Jesus. What should set us apart is not merely the opinions that 
lead us into those conflicts, or the conclusions they produce, but 
the way in which we carry ourselves around those who think 
and feel differently than we do. Sometimes those people are in 
our churches, sometimes they live or work in the same place we 
do, sometimes they are married to us! And what could be a bet-
ter way to make ourselves ready for the holidays than consider-
ing how to handle some conflict in a Christ-like manner?
 
See you on Sunday.
Brian 

A Note from Pastor Brian

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

 

Also... 
•  1 large live wreath is available for sponsorship that will 
    hang outside of the Oxmoor Sanctuary at $100.

•  4 live wreaths are available for sponsorship that will 
    hang in the Oxmoor Sanctuary at $60 each.

•  2 live wreaths are available for sponsorship that will
    hang outside on Mouat Chapel doors at $40 each.

•  2 live wreaths are available for sponsorship that will
    hang in Trinity West Homewood’s Sanctuary at $40 each.

Christmas Wreaths & Poinsettias

To sponsor a wreath, contact Lisa Elliott at 879-1737 or lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com. 

Help decorate our Sanctuaries and honor or remember a special loved one by placing a 
poinsettia in their name. ($16 each)  Order forms will be available in all Narthexes and in 
the church office beginning November 4. Deadline to order is December 10.

DILL PICKERS
vocal, strings & bluegrass

Family Promise of Birmingham and 
Trinity United Methodist Church
invite you to our annual
Greater Birmingham 
United Methodist 
United Appeal 
Fundraiser.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22
TRINITY WEST HOMEWOOD

7 PM DOORS OPEN 6:30 PM
914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood

TICKETS $12.00 Seating is
LIMITED!

PURCHASE TICKETS TODAY! • Trinity Oxmoor campus - Monday-Friday in the main church office
                  • Trinity West Homewood campus - Sundays in the narthex
                  • Online - www.trinitybirmingham.com

enjoy a wide variety of music & fun

IN CONCERT



UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Soup for the Soul Returns, November 3

UMW will sell 400 delicious quarts of Chef Bert’s White Chicken Chili, Tomato 
Florentine, Potato Leek and Hearty Vegetable Beef soups on a first come first 
serve basis Sunday morning 11/3, before and after worship services or until 
sold out. Also available will be breads, corn muffins and other savory items 
baked by the UMW. Soup for the Soul will take place at both the Oxmoor 
(Kitchen) and Trinity West Homewood (Narthex) campuses. 
$12 per quart.  All proceeds benefit local missions supported by the UMW. 

Weekender Backpack Packing Opportunity, November 7 
Want to help pack Weekender backpack meal bags? Join Circle 1 in the Oxmoor 
campus Fellowship Hall on Thursday, November 7 at 6:30 PM to pack a week’s worth 
of bags while getting to know other women. All are welcome!

UMW Book Discussion, November 17
Do you disagree with some of the political beliefs of family and friends? Do you struggle 
with ways to have meaningful conversations about contentious topics? The book I Think 
You’re Wrong But I’m Listening by Sarah Stewart Holland and Beth Silvers may help! 
Come to the Large Parlor on Sunday, November 17 at 3 PM to discuss themes and 
ideas from this book. Reading the whole book is not required, but an open mind is!

What is UMW? The United Methodist Women at Trinity are part of a global network 
across the denomination focused on missions, spiritual enrichment and social action. 
UMW turns faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, children and youth 
around the world. Want to get involved or have questions about UMW? Contact Sarah 
Wessel at umwpresident@ trinitybirmingham.com.

young adults Tuesday Evening Dinner 
Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? 
If so, join us on Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM at the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott. 
A free, home cooked dinner is served along with fellowship, study and door 
prizes!  For more info, contact Lisa at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com

Love you, church!

As Zach Braff’s character “J.D.” was 
constantly labeled in one of my favorite 
television shows, Scrubs, I am a “newbie” 
to all things Trinity. I still get lost at the 
Oxmoor campus. I am still learning which 
staff members do what. I am still learning 
names. Being a newbie can be extremely 
overwhelming and stressful at times; yet, a 
gift that comes with my newbie-ness is the 
ability to see Trinity with fresh eyes.

As a newbie, I want you to know something 
you might not always realize – you are spe-
cial people. What might feel normal to you at 
Trinity is actually quite unique in comparison 
to most churches. Few churches are as 
actively devoted to their neighbors both near 
and abroad as you are. Few churches have 
the caliber of staff and lay leadership as you 
do. Few churches have taken the kingdom 
risks that you have in recent years. And as a 
newbie, I want you to know, your efforts are 
paying off.

Allow me to share how your efforts are 
making a difference in and through the West 
Homewood campus. Your risky decision 
to establish our campus in 2016 has led to 
steady numeric growth, especially among 
younger people. What fills my heart with 
considerable joy is seeing people who used 

to feel disenchanted or suspicious about 
church and faith now feel at home with God 
and a spiritual community. You made this 
possible! Not only have we seen growth, 
but in recent months, we have seen our 
campus come alive in regards to spiritual 
formation. For instance, we celebrated 
nearly 100 people in small groups for our 
first Wednesday night of the fall season and 
over 50 people in small groups on our first 
Sunday morning back. At our campus, these 
numbers are simply unheard of. A large part 
of our success in this area has been your 
willingness to think outside the box when it 
comes to discipleship, offering innovative 
small groups such as, “Dog Church” (a 
spiritual study about dogs with your dog), 
and “Taboo Talk” (study inviting people into 
difficult, taboo topics). 

Our celebration extends to outreach too. 
This past September, Trinity West Home-
wood successfully prepared and served 
breakfast to 138 downtown neighbors on the 
streets. This significant gesture of compas-
sion shows a congregation that is maturing 
in its vision for what God can do through 
them for the sake of others.

This newbie stands in awe at the special 
people called Trinity. Keep up the good work!

– Rev. Matt Andrews

NOVEMBER Happenings:
NOV. 03  UMW “Soup for the Soul” Fundraiser, 9 AM - 12 PM
NOV. 06  Family Reunion Dinner, 5-5:45 PM 
NOV. 16  Rake-A-Thon, 9-11 AM
NOV. 17  ARC Angel Tree begins
NOV. 24  Chrismon Tree Decorating & Love Feast  potluck brunch, 10 AMTO REGISTER OR FOR MORE INFO,

contact Eleanor Christiansen at
echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

9 & 11 AM Worship  |  10 AM Community Hour  
914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood

Rev. Matt Andrews  |  mandrews@trinitybirmingham.com



Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

Join us on Facebook: 
TrinityKids

SPARK!, NOVEMBER 3
Spark! is a once a month event for our 4th & 5th graders to gather, to eat, to play 
games and to learn about faith in a small group setting. Spark! will meet on Sunday, 
November 3 in the Gym/Fellowship Hall areas at Trinity West Homewood beginning 
at 5:45 PM. Please register: www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids

CONFIRMATION RETREAT, NOVEMBER 15-17
Our Confirmands will enjoy a weeekend Confirmation Retreat at Camp Glisson. This 
fun and meaningful retreat will be led by both our Children’s Ministry and our Youth 
Ministry teams, and will cover topics such as sacraments and membership vows.

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24
November 24 will be an exciting day in the life of our church as we confirm over 70 
students. The order for the day is as follows:
• 8:30 AM    Brunch for half of the group, (red, orange, yellow, green groups)
• 9:30 AM    Family service  
• 11:00 AM  Confirmands take membership vows in Traditional Worship 
• 12:00 PM  Brunch for the other half of group (blue, purple, black groups) 

trinitykids
Crop Drop,October 6

Trinity’s village of moms, MOMentum, will meet on Thursday, November 7 
at 11 AM in the new Children’s Gathering area (1st floor). NOTE new time!
This month we will take part in a floral workshop that will be directed by 
Debbie Fly and Jennie Shewmake. This group, open to moms of kids of all 
ages, meets on the first Thursday of the month. A speaker will inspire the 
group on topics of parenting and faith and conversations will continue as we 
enjoy lunch together. Free childcare is provided. Lunch is served at 12 Noon, 
$7.50 per person (cash, check or debit). To RSVP or be added to the email 
list contact Donya Traylor @ 205-999-4328 or donyamt@bellsouth.net.

NOV. 7
@ 11 AM

ACTIVITY: FLORAL WORKSHOP

SAT. NOVEMBER 2 • FOOD FESTIVAL   Join us for the 37th annual  
St. Nicholas Slavic/Russian Food Festival in Brookside, AL. Come enjoy 
the food, music, shopping and festivities! Dutch-treat lunch. Vans leave 
Trinity Oxmoor at 9:30 AM and return by 1:30 PM. Reservation required. 

WED. NOVEMBER 6 • BINGO!  11:30 AM at Trinity West Homewood. 
$6.00 lunch. Fun, fellowship and prizes. Reservation appreciated.

THUR. NOVEMBER 14 • LUNCH BUNCH  ROJO, located in Birming-
ham’s Highland Park area, serves Latin and American food in a casual 
atmosphere. Vans leave Trinity Oxmoor at 11 AM. Lunch is at 11:30 AM. 
Reservation appreciated.

MON. NOVEMBER 18 • TRINITY SINGERS CONCERT  Join us for 
singing at Galleria Woods at 2 PM. Vans leave Trinity Oxmoor at 1 PM.

FRI. NOVEMBER 22 • DILL PICKERS CONCERT  7 PM at Trinity 
West Homewood. The Dill Pickers are a bluegrass band based in Bir-
mingham... and not just a bluegrass band. They’re a vocal string band 
who happen to own bluegrass instruments. (Bluegrass bands don’t 
usually have pianos, clarinets, accordions, strum sticks and other cra-
zy instruments the Dill Pickers use in their wide variety of music and 
frivolity. The Dill Pickers will entertain you and leave you with a smile 
on your face! Seating is limited! Purchase tickets ($12.00) in the church 
office, 205-879-1737 and online at www.trinitybirmingham.com.

TUES. NOVEMBER 26 • PACESETTERS THANKSGIVING 
Come enjoy Thanksgiving food and fellowship and hear from our very 
wise and thankful Bobby Scales, Reid Crotty and Andy Wolfe. 11:30 AM 
Oxmoor Fellowship Hall. $6.00 lunch. Reservation appreciated.

50
+

MINISTRIES
UPCOMING EVENTS

Questions about 50+ Ministries or to RSVP for an event,
contact Julie Wright at 205-879-1737, 
jwright@trinitybirmingham.com

November 03    Brian Erickson     Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson     Matt Andrews
November 10    Brian Erickson     Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson     Matt Andrews
November 17    Brian Erickson     Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson     Matt Andrews
November 24    Brian Erickson     Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson     Matt Andrews

november preaching schedule
SUNDAY:       Traditional       Contact  8:30 a / 10:45 a      West HWD



If you are new to Trinity, we invite you to 
join us for NEXT STEPS. It’s a friendly 
membership track designed specifically 
for our guests and new members. At 
NEXT STEPS, you will meet pastors

   Next
Steps
Oxmoor Campus: Every Sunday 9:45 AM in the Large Parlor
Questions about NEXT STEPS? Contact Julie Wright
jwright@trinitybirmingham.com  |  879-1737

and staff, learn more about Trinity and our Methodist beliefs.

welcome!new members

Audrey and Wade Smith
The Smith family joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination. Wade is an engineer for APCO 
and Audrey is an engineer for Mercedes Benz. They have 
two children, Titus (12) and Alice (9).

Susan and Tom St. John
The St. John family joined Trinity by transfer from 
another United Methodist Church. Tom works as a land 
manager for Alabama Power and Susan is a development 
coordinator for the Chron’s & Colitis Foundation. They 
have a daughter, Grace (6).

Andy Shirey
Andy joined Trinity by vows from another Christian 
denomination. He is a truck driver.

Jordan and Taylor Forsythe
The Forsythe family joined Trinity by transfer from 
another United Methodist Church and by profession of 
faith. Taylor the Director of Strategy for Encompass 
Health and Jordan is a registered nurse at UAB Hospital. 
They have a son, Jude (6 mo.).
Amy and Christopher Benton
The Benton family joined Trinity by transfer from an-
other United Methodist Church. Christopher works for 
Leidos and Amy is a professor at Samford University. 
They have four children, Paige (15), Aiden (14), 
Asher (8) and Piper (7).
Katy and John Huidekoper
The Huidekoper family joined Trinity by vows from an-
other Christian denomination and by profession of faith. 
John is a physician at UAB Hospital and Katy is a CPA 
for RSM US. They have a son, Miles (6 mo.).

Katie and Gusty Gulas
The Gulas family joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church and by profession of faith. 
Gusty is a real estate broker and Katie works in digital 
marketing for UAB Medicine. They have two sons, 
Tripp (3) and Max (9 mo.).
Leann and David Pelliccio
The Pelliccios joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination and by associate membership. 
David works in risk management for Regions Bank and 
Leann works in alumni development for UAB.

Kelly and David Drake
The Drakes joined Trinity by vows from another Christian 
denomination. David is an engineer for ACIPCO.

Trinity Veterans Reception

Sunday, November 10 

9:30-10:45 AM  •  Fellowship Hall
Veterans and their families are invited

to join us as we honor
those who have served our country.

Missions& outreach

Questions about Missions & Outreach 
Contact Kristan Walker at 205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

To volunteer with Missions & Outreach
Contact Liza Spencer at 205-879-1737  |  lspencer@trinitybirmingham.com

CHILDREN’S WINTER CLOTHING DRIVE
We are in need of like new or new winter children’s clothing for our closet 
located at Trinity West Homewood. We are particularly in need of girls 
sizes: 3,4,5,7-8,9-10 & boys sizes: 3,4,5,9-10,11-12.  All items will be 
given to local families in need. Donations can be brought to the closet at 
Trinity West Homewood on Sundays mornings or Tuesday afternoons, or 
to the Oxmoor main office Sunday-Friday. 

FOOD SHARE MINISTRY, Tuesdays
Each month over 240 families receive fresh fruit, meat, dairy, baked goods, shelf staple 
items, and diapers from this ministry. Volunteers are needed in the Trinity West Homewood 
Gym on Tuesday’s between 12 Noon-2 PM (set up) and 2:30-4 PM (distribute).

ANGEL TREES, NOVEMBER 17 & 24
 A Trinity Advent tradition returns at both campuses on November 17 and 24. 
Oxmoor campus: 1st & 2nd floor commons areas

Trinity West Homewood campus: Narthex  

Please return gifts on December 1 or 8 on the 1st floor (by the Ark) at 
 the Oxmoor campus or in the West Homewood Narthex.

3 programs supported by our 2019 Angel Trees are:
•  Adults living at the ARC of Central Alabama 
•  Books to Prisons – Alabama. This program sends books to our 

brothers and sisters in Christ who are in prison.
•  Urban Ministry’s Christmas Store. This store will open on 

Saturday, 12/14 and will allow families in need to purchase 
discounted children’s gifts. Volunteers are needed to help run 
the store. All proceeds will go to support Urban Ministry’s 

community programming.

The Angels
are coming!

Contact Liza Spencer to volunteer at the Urban Ministry Christmas Store or to learn 
more about our Angel Tree programs. (lspencer@trinitybirmingham.com)
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OXMOOR CAMPUS:          Traditional Worship 8:30 & 11:00 AM  •  Contact Worship 8:30 & 10:45 AM
              Sunday School 9:45 AM   •   Youth Activities 6:00 PM
TRINITY WEST HOMEWOOD:  Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM  •  Community Hour 10:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

important dates
Nov. 03  ALL SAINTS SUNDAY

Nov. 03  UMW “Soup for the Soul” Fundraiser - both campuses

Nov. 16  Rake-A-Thon @ TWH, 9-11 AM

Nov. 17  Angel Tree Distribution Begins - both campuses

Nov. 22  Dill Pickers Concert @ TWH, 7 PM

Nov. 24  Confirmation Sunday, 11 AM

Nov. 24  Youth Turkey Bowl

Nov. 24  Community Thanksgiving Service, 6 PM Dawson Baptist

Nov. 26  Pacesetters Thanksgiving, 11:30 AM

Nov. 28  Thanksgiving Day Holiday - church office closed

    

A Community Thanksgiving Service Sunday, November 24 at 6 PM
Hosted by Dawson Memorial Baptist Church
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