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Trinity’s Confirmation Class kicked off in August with a scavenger hunt and 
a service project. This group of 6th graders served at the East Lake Farmer’s 
Market – bagging produce that was delivered to neighbors in need of food. 
Serving others as a group created a bonding experience for the class. As they 
have grown together this fall, they have learned about their own faith and 
God’s never ceasing love for them.

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY IS NOVEMBER 18
In addition to your prayers of support and love, you are invited to join us for 
the Confirmation worship service at 11 AM on November 18 in the Sanctuary. 
This worship service will be devoted to celebrating the commitment these 
students are making to God. It will be a joyful day in the life of our church!

Rise Against Hunger returns to Trinity on Sunday, 
October 14 as part of our October stewardship 
focus, Never Ceasing. Between our two campuses, 
Trinity will pack over 52,000 meals in one day! 
By partnering with this organization, we will be a 
part of their life-changing aid for the world’s most 
vulnerable, mobilizing the necessary resources to 
end hunger by 2030. This is a very high energy, 
family-friendly service opportunity for ages 4+. Five 
packing shifts are available, along with set up and 
clean up opportunities. Register you and your family 
for a shift online at www.trinitybirmingham.com. 

• VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE •
OXMOOR CAMPUS, Fellowship Hall
(180 volunteers is the maximum per shift, so be 
sure to register to secure your spot ahead of time!)
•  7:30-9:00 AM SET UP Shift* 
   *Physically able volunteers needed
•  9:15-10:00 AM 1st Meal Packing Shift
•  10:00-10:45 AM  2nd Meal Packing Shift
•  11:00-11:45 AM  3rd Meal Packing Shift
•  11:45-12:45 PM  CLEAN UP Shift*

WEST HOMEWOOD CAMPUS
•  9:00-10:00 AM SET UP Shift* 
   *Physically able volunteers needed
•  10:00-11:00 AM  1st Meal Packing shift
•  11:00 AM-12 PM  2nd Meal Packing shift
•  12:00-1:00 PM  CLEAN UP Shift*

RISE AGAINST HUNGER
CHURCHWIDE MEAL PACKING PROJECT

OCTOBER 14

October is stewardship month at Trinity. 
   See inside for details on how you can participate. Find details on weekly events including our Commitment Sunday Celebration on October 28.



HOW DO I MAKE MY 2019 FINANCIAL COMMITMENT?
•  Turn in a pledge card during any of our worship services on or before Commitment Sunday, October 28
•  Submit your pledge conveniently and privately online at www.trinitybirmingham.com/giving
•  Deliver your pledge card to the church office or mail it to 1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209
•  Contact Laura Ellis at 879-1737 or email lellis@trinitybirmingham.com

OCTOBER 07    ALWAYS JOY
World Communion Sunday

OCTOBER 14    PRAYER THAT GOES ON & ON
Hands-On Mission Meal Packing Project
Rise Against Hunger, Both Campuses
(see front page for shift times)

OCTOBER 21    THANKS FOR EVERYTHING
Stewardship Q & A Sessions
• 9:45 AM Mouat Chapel, Trinity Oxmoor
• 10 AM Fellowship Hall, Trinity West Homewood

OCTOBER 28    NEVER CEASING
Commitment Sunday Celebration
• Turn in commitment cards in worship
• Groundbreaking Celebration, Trinity Oxmoor
• Lunch Celebration, Trinity West Homewood

In our membership covenant we make a vow to uphold The United Methodist Church with our prayers, presence, gifts, 
service and witness. This month, you have the opportunity to honor that covenant by making a commitment of your 
financial gifts to Trinity. All gifts pledged and given to the general budget support our program ministries, our ongoing 
building and operating costs, our staff and our connectional ministries.

ONLINE GIVING – Use www.trinitybirmingham.com or the church app to set up a one-time or recurring payment from
your bank account, credit card or debit card.
AUTOMATIC BANK DRAFT – Use services provided by your bank to set up an auto bank draft from your account to Trinity.
CASH OR CHECK – Placed in the offering plate or mailed to the church finance office. (1400 Oxmoor Rd, Homewood 35209)
ALTERNATIVE GIFTS – Trinity accepts gifts of stocks, real estate, life insurance and other assets. 
Contact the church finance office at 205-879-1737 for more information. 

WAYS TO GIVE

trinitybirmingham.com/giving
If you have questions about giving, contact 
Laura Ellis at 879-1737 or email her at
lellis@trinitybirmingham.com.

Rejoice always, 
pray without ceasing, 
give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus for you.

STEWARDSHIP 2019

Every summer, our family gets in the minivan and drives 700 
miles to south Florida.  It’s a tradition for us now, and the kids 
start getting excited about it 2-3 months ahead of time.  The 
day of the drive, before we get in the car after church, they are 
packed and ready and full of positivity.

And then the drive happens.  What begins as a few “are we 
there yet?” inquiries quickly becomes “are we getting any 
closer” and eventually devolves into a scene from Lord of the 
Flies.  Of course, when we finally arrive, they are all smiles 
again and all is well in the world, but there in the middle of 
the journey, they wonder if anything could be worth this much 
time in the van.

We grown-ups can lose steam mid-journey as well, especially 
on the way to important things.  We’re told that the Israelites, 
having been delivered in dramatic fashion through plagues 
and the parting of the Red Sea, hit Massah and Meribah 
and become like kids in a minivan.  It’s not that the promise 
fades in importance, it’s that they lose sight of its significance.  
Maybe the most tangible difference between people who can 
make meaningful change in their lives and those who can’t is 
the ability to stomach the journey between where you are and 
where you want to be, without forgetting why you set out on 
that road in the first place.

There are an inordinate amount of New Testament passages 
about perseverance.  It’s clear that the early church needed 
a lot of pep talks.  For those first followers of Christ, the road 
of discipleship was especially difficult, and it was easy to lose 
sight of the destination.  So Paul writes in 1 Thessalonians 
5:16-18, “Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”

Paul is reminding the Thessalonians, and all of us on the road 
from where we are to where we need to be, that Christ has 
called us to perseverance.  Christ has called us to a relentless 
faith, an unquenchable thirst for the Living God, a life of 
never-ceasing praise and worship.  The temptation is to forget 
where you’re going, or to compromise your vision when the 
going gets difficult. 

As I’ve been praying about both our stewardship campaign 
and all that 2019 is going to bring, I am overcome by all 
that God has already done in our history as a church, not to 
mention all that He has done in our collective lives as a Trinity 
family.  We are here because of those who came before us, 
who were faithful to the holy calling of God.  They persevered 
for us, and now it’s our turn.

I hope you will join Mollie and I in committing to financially 
support the ministries of the church in the coming year, and 
that you’ll make plans to worship with us this month as we 
explore what it means to live out a “never-ceasing” faith.  Be-
cause this is no time to let off the gas.  We have miles to go, we 
have promises to keep, we have a vision and a calling to fulfill.  
It’s time for us to show our perseverance, for the prize 
is more than worth it.

See you Sunday,

Brian Erickson

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.   1 Thessalonians 5:16-18



United Methodist Women Upcoming Events
United Methodist Women General Meeting and Lunch
Monday, October 15
All are invited. The meeting/program is at 10 AM and lunch is at 11 MA in the Fellow-
ship Hall. The program will feature Karen Balikes speaking on the Kairos Ministry. 
Kairos is a lay-led, interdenominational Christian ministry in which men and women 
volunteers bring Christ’s love and forgiveness to prisoners and their families. 
Lunch is $7.50and non-UMW member reservations can be made by emailing Billie 
Gray at gray81321@bellsouth.net. UMW Members need to email their Circle Chair 
for reservations. Dinner reservation deadline is Tuesday, October 9.

Save the Date! Annual Soup Fundraiser Returns 
UMW’s Soup for the Soul fundraiser returns on Sunday, November 11. Soups will be 
$12 per quart and will be sold on a first come first serve basis before and after wor-
ship services. There will also be a bakesale of homemade breads, corn muffins and 
other savory items. Don’t miss it! Soup for the Soul will take place at both the Oxmoor 
and Oakmont campuses. All proceeds benefit local missions supported by the UMW. 

What is UMW? The United Methodist Women at Trinity UMC are part of a global net-
work across the denomination focused on missions, spiritual enrichment and social 
action. UMW turns faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, children and 
youth around the world. Want to get involved or have questions about UMW?
Contact Tiffany Slocum at umwpresident@ trinitybirmingham.com.

SUNDAY:
9 & 11 AM Worship  |  10 AM Community Hour  

914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Jack Hinnen  |   jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

Mission Trip to Sand Mountain
Thursday, November 8 - Sunday, November 11

Registration Deadline: October 7
Trip Meeting: Sunday, October 7 at 10 AM in the Fellowship Hall

Please email Cheryl for details at chinnen@trinitybirmingham.com.

Night of Worship, October 11
OCTOBER 11 at 6:30 PM - join us for a special weeknight worship!

Rise Against Hunger, October 14
OCTOBER 14 - Help pack meals to end hunger! We need volunteers for 
both set up and clean up , as well as volunteers for two packing shifts. 

See the front page for shift times. Register online today:
www.trinitybirmingham.com

Stewardship Q & A, October 21
OCTOBER 21 at 10 AM - October is stewardship month. You are invited 

to a special session during the community hour to learn more about 
giving and the church’s finances.

 free family fall fun!
Friday, October 26 

6 PM
Hot Dogs, Games, Movie

Pumpkin Painting & more!

Julie Wright has joined the Trinity staff to serve as the 
Director of 50+ Ministries. She has worked in nonprofit 
management for the past 30 years serving organizations 
including UAB Comprehensive Cancer Center, the National 
American Cancer Society and the Birmingham Business 
Alliance. She has also served as a volunteer for many 
community organizations and is currently a member of the 
Junior League of Birmingham and The Women’s Network. 
She will also be serving as Part-Time Director of Marketing 
and Development for Family Promise of Birmingham – 
Trinity is part of this network serving homeless families. 
Julie is married to Trinity member Preston Wright and 
has a step-daughter, Savannah. She is looking forward to 
developing new ministries to encourage and equip all of 
the generations in the 50+ age range.

Welcome director of 50+ Ministries

Julie Wright

Questions about 50+ Ministries?
Contact Julie Wright at 205-879-1737  |  jwright@trinitybirmingham.com

upcoming 50+ events
Thursday, October 11 - Flu Shot & Pneumonia Clinic
8 AM - 1 PM Oxmoor Campus Fellowship Hall. This clinic is open to 
everyone. $25, most major insuance accepted.

Friday, October 19 - Fall Color Day Trip to Mentone
Vans leave at 8 AM for Mentone and Desoto State Park ColorFest – arts 
and crafts, food, live music and more. Lunch at Wildflower Café.

Tuesday, October 23 - Pacesetters Luncheon
11:30 AM Oxmoor Campus Fellowship Hall. Chef Bert Lindbergh 
will share easy recipes for the upcoming holidays.

Monday, October 29 - Lunch Bunch
Vans leave at 11 AM for lunch at Niki’s West. Join us!

Childcare Available!



Questions? Contact Julie Wright 
at 879-1737,

 jwright@trinitybirmingham.com

THURSDAY, 
• October 11 •

Fellowship Hall
8:00am - 1:00pm

Flu Shot: $25.00
Medicare & insurance accepted

SHOTS
FLU

at Trinity

trinitykids
October 14  •  SPARK! 
SPARK! is a once a month gathering for kids in 4th & 5th grade.
We have dinner, play games, and talk about how God is calling us 
to be disciples. SPARK! meets at Trinity West Homewood in the 
Fellowship Hall from 5:45-7:00 PM. If you have other questions 
or would like to volunteer to serve, contact Mia Toole at mtoole@
trinitybirmingham.com.

October 14  •  the calm before the stork
If your family is expecting to grow 
through birth, adoption or fostering 
this year, join us for The Calm Before 
the Stork on Sunday, October 14 at
9:45 AM in the Conference Room 
(2nd floor). We want to connect with 
you before the arrival of your little 
one in order to share how we will 
walk with your family during this 
special time. We will share resourc-

es, talk about infant baptism, introduce you to other parents and 
take a tour of parent hot spots in our church. Contact Eleanor Chris-
tiansen to RSVP, echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com.

OCTOBER 26  •  Hey Neighborhood Night
Join us for a fun-filled night on Friday, October 26 beginning at 6 PM 
at Trinity West Homewood. Enjoy a free dinner (hot dogs, apple slic-
es, etc.), pumpkin painting and games. We will also watch an outdoor 
movie “It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown!” Bring the family 
and invite your friends and neighbors!

connect with trinitykids
Come find pictures, tips for families and announcements at: 

Instagram @trinitykidsbham
Facebook /trinitykidsbham/

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

4:30-6:00 PM
Fellowship Hall

$20.00 Family Maximum  (or) 
    - $6.00 per adult
    - $3.00 per child (9 and under)
    - $5.00 per senior adult (60+)
    - $6.00 Salad Bar

For weekly menus and to make 
a reservation online, visit:
www.trinitybirmingham.com

 

Trinity’s village of moms, MOMentum, will meet on Thursday, October 4  from 
10-11:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. This group, open to moms of kids of all ages, 
will meet on the first Thursday of the month. A speaker will inspire the group on 
topics of parenting and faith and conversations will continue as we enjoy lunch 
together. Free childcare is provided. Lunch is served at 11 AM, $7.50 per person 
(Cash, checks and debit cards accepted) To RSVP or be added to the email list 
contact Donya Traylor @ 205-999-4328 or donyamt@bellsouth.net. 

October 4 TOPIC: Meal Prepping, Food for the Freezer
Participants will leave with several take home meals ready to cook! 
#mealprep   #freezerfood   #healthyfood   #savingtime 

OCT. 04
10-11:00 AM



Oct. 07          Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson       Jack Hinnen         Christian Cheairs
Oct. 14          Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson       Jack Hinnen         Christian Cheairs
Oct. 21          Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson       Jack Hinnen         Bianca Cheairs
Oct. 28          Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson       Jack Hinnen         Christian Cheairs

october preaching schedule
SUNDAY:  Traditional        Contact  8:30 a / 10:45 a       West HWD      Viewpoint 6:00 p

welcome!new members
Peggy and Martin Bailey
700 Carnoustie South, Shoal Creek 35242
The Baileys joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. Martin is a retired Cardi-
ologist and Peggy is a homemaker.

Jennifer and Chad Crowson
427 Cliff Place, Homewood 35209
The Crowsons joined Trinity by transfer from 
another United Methodist Church and by vows from 
another Christian denomination. Chad is an accoun-
tant for Nucor Steel and Jennifer is an accountant for 
Alabama Power. They have a son, Ben (4 mo.).

Paula McPoland
700 Canyon Creek Lane, Vestavia Hills 35216
Paula joined Trinity by vows from another Christian 
denomination. She is a retired teacher.

Lara and Travis Keith
3847 River View Drive, Vestavia Hills 35243
The Keiths joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church and by vows from another 
Christian denomination. Travis is an attorney for 
Gaines, Gault & Hendrix. Lara is an attorney for 
BBVA Compass. They have two children, James (5) 
and Charlotte (6 mo.).

Elizabeth and Kevin Studinka
2616 Kemp Court, Homewood 35226
The Studinkas joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination. Kevin is an IT Manager 
for Casamba and Elizabeth is a teacher at Crestline 
Elementary. They have three children, Frank (15), 
Grace (13) and Henry (11).
Bryant Bush
5177 Scenic View Drive, Irondale 35210
Bryant joined Trinity by transfer from another Unit-
ed Methodist Church. He is an A & D Specialist for 
the Personnel Board of Jefferson County.

Marie Perdue (not pictured)
2686 Denyse Drive, Birmingham 35243
Marie joined Trinity by transfer from another United Methodist Church. 
She works in sales for Due North Media.

Amelia and Brad Spencer (not pictured)
2013 Lancaster Road, Homewood 35209
The Spencers joined Trinity by transfer from another United Methodist 
Church. Amelia is a professor at Birmingham-Southern College. They 
have four children, Liza, Mary Virginia, Isaias and James.

Sunday November 4, All Saints Sunday
All are invted to join the Trinity Labyrinth Ministry Team after 
each worship service on November 4 in Trinity’s Prayer Garden. 
The Labyrinth is an ancient symbol of a path combining the im-
agery of the circle and the spiral into a purposeful path. You may 
walk in memory and honor of your loved ones and for all your 
servants who now rest from their labors. We pray God bless the 
memories of His saints. May we learn how to walk wisely from 
their examples of faith, dedication, worship, and love. If you have 
questions, contact Jo Ann Jones at joannnjones@gmail.com.

all saints labyrinth walk

Missions& outreach
RISE AGAINST HUNGER
SUNDAY, OCT. 14
Trinity will pack over 52,000 
meals with the international 
hunger relief program, Rise 
Against Hunger. This is a fami-
ly-friendly service opportunity 
for ages 4+. (See shift times 
located on front page) Sign up 
information can be found at 
www.trinitybirmingham.com. 

FAMILY PROMISE
OCT. 28 - NOV. 3
The Oxmoor Campus will be hosting homeless families from Sunday, 10/28 - Saturday, 11/3. Vol-
unteers needed to bring a meal, play games with the children, or spend the night at the church 
with these precious families. Contact Laura McCain at lamccain@bellsouth.net for more info or 
to volunteer!

URBAN MINISTRY CHRISTMAS STORE & ARC ANGELS
SUNDAYS, NOV. 11 & 18   This Advent we will once again provide gifts to children and adults 
in need through our partnerships with Urban Ministry and the ARC. This year Trinity will help 
stock and run a Christmas Store at Urban, instead of our previous Angel Tree program. The 
Store will be open on Sat 12/15, and families will shop for gifts at a significantly lower price. 
Received funds will support Urban’s community programs. Gifts purchased for the adults living at 
the ARC will be given to them at no cost. 

CROP DROP this month at Trinity West Homewood! Stay tuned for details...

Do you want to serve with Outreach? Contact our Outreach Coordinator, 
Rev. Cheryl Hinnen at 205-879-1737  |  chinnen@trinitybirmingham.com 

Questions about Missions & Outreach? Contact our Director of Outreach, 
Kristan Walker at 205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

Questions about NEXT STEPS? Contact Laura Feld at lfeld@trinitybirmingham.com

new to trinity?
If you are new to Trinity, we invite you to join us for 
NEXT STEPS. It’s a friendly membership track de-
signed specifically for our guests and new members. 
At NEXT STEPS, you will meet pastors and staff, 
learn more about Trinity and our Methodist beliefs.

   Next
Steps
Oxmoor Campus:  Every Sunday 9:45 AM in the Large Parlor



www.trinitybirmingham.com

Open the latest 
issue of

TIDINGS

important dates
October 4 MOMentum, 10 AM

October 8 Leadership Dinner, 6 PM

October 11 Flu Shot Clinic, 8 AM - 1 PM

October 11 Night of Worship, 6:30 PM @ TWH

October 14 Rise Against Hunger Meal Packing Day

October 14 Spark!, 5:45 PM @ TWH

October 15 UMW General Meeting & Lunch, 11 AM

October 21 Stewardship Q & A, 9:45 AM / 10 AM @ TWH

October 23 Pacesetters Luncheon, 11:30 AM

October 26 Hey Neighborhood Night, 6 PM @ TWH

October 28 Commitment Sunday Celebration

Oxmoor Campus:  1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood •  205.879.1737  |  Trinity West Homewood:  914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood •  205.942.4622
CARE LINE: 205.868.9709                                                                                                                                                          ON CALL #: 205.538.3682

#yearo fp rayer

Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished monthly by Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 1400 Oxmoor 
Road, Birmingham (Homewood), 
AL 35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

OXMOOR CAMPUS:          Traditional Worship 8:30 & 11:00 AM  •  Contact Worship 8:30 & 10:45 AM
              Sunday School 9:45 AM  •  Viewpoint 6:00 PM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM
TRINITY WEST HOMEWOOD:  Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM  •  Community Hour 10:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

October 31
• NO Wednesday Dinner
• NO Children’s Choirs
• NO Adult Studies


