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ELEMENT STUDENT MINISTRY hosted High School Discovery Weekend on August 18 & 19.
Hundreds of high school students and volunteers participated in the two day camp-style weekend at 
Springville Camp. The students connected with friends, their adult leaders and God through worship, 
small group sessions, outdoor activites and games. They were able to disconnect from the world and 
explore how to grow in their faith. Middle School Discovery will be held in the spring on March 8-10. 
Registration will open in October, watch for more details. [ elementstudentministry.com ]

High school discovery weekend

Beginning Labor Day weekend, 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 

Contact services 
will move to the GYM.

New service times:

8:30 & 10:45 AM

contact worship
September 2

GYM
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Rev. Brian Erickson
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berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
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“Love is patient...”
Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, 13:4

A church member was recently clearing out some old files and discovered a Trinity 
bulletin from August 25, 1985. They were not involved in the service that day, they 
don’t recall any family member being baptized or that the message particularly spoke to 
them, this was simply one of those artifacts of normal life that managed to find its way 
into the family archives. Rather than just tossing it out, though, she took the time to sit 
down and read through the entire thing. The bulletin ended up on my desk because at 
the 11:00 AM service on that Sunday, one of the acolytes was named Brian Erickson.

I have no recollection of that particular day, 
and while I remember Monroe Lewis, I 
cannot recall a single one of his sermons (to 
be fair, I have a hard time remembering my 
own just a few hours after I preach them). 
But it’s striking to me to look back, with 
the wisdom of hindsight, and imagine that 
ten year-old young man, whose church 
saw fit to put him in a robe and seat him in 
the chancel area. No one warned him that 
the role might be more permanent one 
day, and that he was unwillingly partici-
pating in his own transformation.

I think this is something of what Paul means when he says that “love is patient” in that 
beautiful 13th chapter of First Corinthians. It’s not just that love puts up with much, it’s 
that love helps us to see the long view, the bigger story God is telling. Love reminds us 
that the waiting is worth it, even when we can’t see what’s ahead.

As we get ready to break ground on our new facilities, and spend the next 11 or 12 months 
being flexible, I invite you to join me in the spiritual discipline of patience. The kind of 
holy waiting that is more than just surviving, it’s an act of trust. 

In my experience, God rarely works through dramatic, one-time events of epic propor-
tion. The clouds in my sky don’t thunder with the voice of God, the shrubbery in my 
yard never clues me in to what I’m supposed to do with my life. I certainly love those 
stories, and as a preacher I covet hearing them from other people, because they make 
for good sermon material. But my own story is one of grace-by-erosion, the steady drip 
of wholly and holy ordinary, the kind of transformation you can’t always perceive when 
you’re living through it. But that doesn’t mean it’s any less potent.

God still speaks, you just have to listen more attentively to His voice than you do to 
the more aggressive ones in your life. He speaks in the kindness of friends and family, 
rote prayers over meals and before bedtime, the day-to-day and often uninspiring work 
of following Jesus. Sometimes He speaks in construction dust and yellow caution tape.  
His voice can even be found on ordinary Sundays in August, with a yawning acolyte 
whose mother had to drag him to church that morning.

Love is patient, and if God is love, then it means that God is patient, too. Let’s endeavor 
together to not simply enjoy the blessing of His patience, but to live it out as well.

See you (on this ordinary) Sunday,

A Note From Pastor Brian trinitykids
september 9  •  SPARK! RETURNS
SPARK! kicks off on Sunday, September 9 for kids in 4th & 5th 
grade. SPARK! is a once a month gathering for our upper elemen-
tary kids where we have dinner, play games, and talk about how 
God is calling us to be disciples. SPARK! meets at Trinity West 
Homewood in the Fellowship Hall from 5:45-7:00 PM. Please 
register your 4th or 5th grader online (www.trinitybirmingham.
com/sunday-nights/) and bring cash/check for $25 to cover food 
costs for the year. If you have other questions or would like to vol-
unteer to serve, contact Mia at mtoole@trinitybirmingham.com.

faith 5
As we get back into the swing of the fall schedule, we wanted to 
share a tool with you to help keep your family connected to each 
other and to God. Faith 5 is a 5-part, simple faith practice that you 
can slide into a part of your day to take 5-15 minutes to check in 
with each other and invite God into this time too. No fancy equip-
ment or books necessary, just a Faith 5 To Go Box and your Bible!
           [Pick up your Faith 5 To Go Box in the 2nd floor commons area]
Inside your To Go Box, you will find all the things to mark this 
short break in your day as sacred: a small journal, a candle, and 
an instruction sheet with the 5 steps explained. Once you identify 
what time of day works best for your family, set this Faith 5 time 
so that it becomes part of your daily habit. We believe this tool 

can not only keep your family 
connected to what is happening 
in each other’s lives, but can also 
help give words and opportunity 
to connect your family’s story to 
God’s story. Faith will no longer 
be a Sunday-only conversation, 
but will be a thread that connects 
your family, Sunday through 
Saturday.

We will be releasing helpful hints for using Faith 5 via social 
media, so be watching for ways to update and experiment with 
this new family faith practice at home!

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

 Join Rev. Brian Erickson and your Trinity family for three amazing travel opportunities in 2019 and 2020.

WESLEY HERITAGE TOUR
May 7-15, 2019

Including tours in: York, Epworth, Oxford, Bristol, London
This is the ultimate Methodist educational tour exploring 

Wesley’s London and the English countryside.

Starting at $3,896
Register early and save

Wesley Heritage Information Session - Sunday, Sept. 30 at 9:45am Wesley Hall



United Methodist Women Upcoming Events
United Methodist Women General Meeting and Dinner
Monday, September 17
All are invited! Dinner at 6 PM / Meeting & Program at 6:45 PM in the Fellowship Hall
The program will feature Dr. Robert Bushong, Executive Director of the Special 
Olympics Alabama. Dr. Bushong’s presentation will focus on living lives devoted to 
service.  The evening will also include a celebration of the children/grandchildren 
born, adopted or fostered in the last year by UMW members.
– Dinner reservations are required ($7.50) and non-UMW member reservations can 
be made by emailing Billie Gray at gray81321@bellsouth.net. UMW Members need 
to email their Circle Chair for reservations. Dinner reservation deadline is Tuesday, 
September 11. –

The United Methodist Women turn faith, hope and love into action on behalf of wom-
en, children and youth around the world. If you have questions about UMW, please 
contact Tiffany Slocum at umwpresident@trinitybirmingham.com.

SUNDAY:
9 & 11 AM Worship  |  10 AM Community Hour  

914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Jack Hinnen  |   jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

YOGA • Begins Thursday, September 6
6 PM in the Sanctuary at TWH (Childcare is provided)

Crop Drop • Saturday, September 29
Crop Drop returns this fall and we need over 200 volunteers to help 
sort thousands of pounds of leftover crop. Society of St. Andrew will 
drop 25,000 lbs of produce in our parking lot and we need YOU to help us 
sort and bag the produce for local organizations. (7:30-10:30 AM)

Mission Trip to Sand Mountain
Save the dates! Thursday, November 8 - Sunday, November 11

We are partnering with the Upper Sand Mountain Parish ministries to 
assist with home repair and community work. While this team is lead by a 

group from Trinity West Homewood, any are welcome to participate!
Make plans to join us for this weekend in Novemember.

Please email Cheryl for details at chinnen@trinitybirmingham.com.

Project Serve Opportunity
Consider serving as a tutor with Hall Kent’s RISE after-school program. 

Tuesdays and Thursdays starting mid-September.
Please email Cheryl for details at chinnen@trinitybirmingham.com.

-----------
It’s a very service-oriented September! Join us!

Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? 
If so, join us on Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM at the home of Mark & Lisa 
Elliott.  A free, home cooked dinner is served along with fellowship, 
study and door prizes!  For more info, email Lisa Elliott at 
lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com

young adults 
Tuesday Evening Dinner Study

Trinity’s village of moms, MOMentum, will meet on Thursday, September 6  from 
10-11:00 AM in the Small Parlor.  This group, open to moms of kids of all ages, 
will meet on the first Thursday of the month. A speaker will inspire the group on 
topics of parenting and faith and conversations will continue as we enjoy lunch 
together. Free childcare is provided. Lunch is served at 11 AM, $7.50 per person 
(Cash, checks and debit cards accepted) To RSVP or be added to the email list 
contact Donya Traylor @ 205-999-4328 or donyamt@bellsouth.net. 

September 6 TOPIC: The Importance of Mom Friendships
CONNECTING, DISCUSSION & SOCIAL TIME (No Speaker this month)

SEPT. 6
10-11:00 AM

2017 Crop Drop



 Join Rev. Brian Erickson and your Trinity family for three amazing travel opportunities in 2019 and 2020.

WESLEY HERITAGE TOUR
May 7-15, 2019

Including tours in: York, Epworth, Oxford, Bristol, London
This is the ultimate Methodist educational tour exploring 

Wesley’s London and the English countryside.

Starting at $4,798
Register early and save

Oberammergau Passion Play • PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY
June 15-24, 2020

Including tours in: Rome, Assisi, Milan, Innsbruck
The Oberammergau Passion Play is over 380 years old 

and is only performed every 10 years.

HOLY LAND TOUR
February 4-13, 2020

Details for this trip coming soon.
Watch for coming information on price and 

locations that will be visited on this 10-day tour.

Registration is open for all trips!  Brochures are located in the church office.Wesley Heritage Information Session - Sunday, Sept. 30 at 9:45am Wesley Hall

love is patient graphic...

Using your smartphone or tablet!
http://subsplash.com/trinityunited/app

Have you downloaded the Trinity APP?

Questions about NEXT STEPS? Contact Laura Feld at lfeld@trinitybirmingham.com

new to trinity?
If you are new to Trinity, we invite you to join us for 
NEXT STEPS. It’s a friendly membership track de-
signed specifically for our guests and new members. 
At NEXT STEPS, you will meet pastors and staff, 
learn more about Trinity and our Methodist beliefs.

   Next
Steps
Oxmoor Campus:  Every Sunday 9:45 AM in the Large Parlor

On Sunday, August 19, 
Trinity presented Bibles to 
all 3rd grade students at 
both campuses. This Trinity 
tradition will allow these 
children to study special, 
CONNECT Bibles in 
their 3rd grade Sunday 
School classes.

3rd grade
bibles



Missions& outreach

TANZANIA MISSION TRIP TEAM MEETING  •  9/5
If you are interested in this 2019 trip - join us on Wednesday, September 5 at 6 PM 
at Trinity (Oxmoor Campus) Conference Room, Room 221.

ANNUAL FAMILY PROMISE FUNDRAISER  •  9/20
Support our partner in ministry and purchase tickets or “Home Sweet Home” on Sept. 20, 
6-9 PM Silent Auction, Live Auction, Raffle, Food & Wine - www.familypromisebham.org

CROP DROP  •  9/29
Hundreds of volunteers needed! Saturday, September 29 from 7:30-10:30 a.m.
at Trinity West Homewood.

Do you want to serve with Outreach? Contact our Outreach Coordinator, 
Rev. Cheryl Hinnen at 205-879-1737  |  chinnen@trinitybirmingham.com 

Questions about Missions & Outreach? Contact our Director of Outreach, 
Kristan Walker at 205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

Don’t miss our Lil’ Lambs FALL SALE SEPTEMBER 13-15 
GYM - entering in the doors by the playground on Manhatten Street.  
Sale Hours:
Thursday, SEPTEMBER 13  Preview Sale
    • Volunteers shop at 4 PM, with $5 entrance fee
    • Consigners shop at 5 PM, $5 entrance fee paid at registration
    • Public preview sale from 6-8 PM, with $5 entrance fee
Friday, SEPTEMBER 14        9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Saturday, SEPTEMBER 15    9:00 AM - 12:00 PM (many items half-price)
We would love to have you shop, volunteer and consign to make our sale a big success. 
Beginning with this sale, Trinity Outreach will receive all of the funds from Lil’ Lambs. 
These funds will be used to support our local and international mission teams and 
projects. For more details: www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/lil-lambs/

WEEKENDERS BACKPACK MINISTRY
- 23,500: Total number of food packs delivered to date
- 400: Estimated number of students we will feed this year
  [Recipients will be from all of the Homewood City Schools and
   from Hemphill Elementary School in West End]
- $3: Cost of 1 food pack
- $114: Amount needed to feed 1 child for the school year
- $45,600: Total Trinity goal to fund the 4th year of this ministry

Consider donating or volunteering for this incredible Trinity ministry today!

Sept. 02        Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson       Jack Hinnen         (Beginning Sept. 09)

Sept. 09        Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson       Jack Hinnen         Christian Cheairs
Sept. 16        Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson       Jack Hinnen         Christian Cheairs
Sept. 23        Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson       Jack Hinnen         Christian Cheairs
Sept. 30        Brian Erickson       Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson       Jack Hinnen         Christian Cheairs

september preaching schedule
SUNDAY:  Traditional        Contact  8:30 a / 10:45 a       West HWD      Viewpoint 6:00 p

welcome!new members

Abby Holcombe
202 Newgate Circle, Alabaster 35007
Abby joined Trinity by profession of faith.

Stacey and Christopher Allen
2115 English Village Lane, Birmingham 35223
The Allen family joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination and by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. Christopher works in sales 
for Firerock and Stacey is an interior designer. They 
have a son, Hudson (4 mo.).

Johnny Creel
1415 Primrose Place, Homewood 35209
Johnny joined Trinity by vows from another Christian 
denomination. He is an insurance agent with Seguro 
Insurance.

Amy and David Rixey
1105 Del Ray Drive, Birmingham 35213
The Rixey family joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination and by profession of faith.
David is a mechanical designer for Voigt-Abernathy. 
Amy is a paralegal. They have a son, Dalton (9 mo.).
Kat Rogers
2230 English Village Lane, Birmingham 35223
Kat joined Trinity by profession of faith. She works 
with Portraits, Inc. and is married to Trinity member 
Eric Rogers. She has three children, Lela, Mallie and 
Thomas Segars.
Shaelyn and Benjamin von Schweinitz
1933 Cahaba Crest Drive, Birmingham 35242
The von Schweinitz family joined Trinity by vows 
from another Christian denomination. Benjamin 
works at UAB and is also an ER Doctor for United 
States Air Force. Shaelyn is a teacher at Deer Valley 
Elementary. They have a son, Caleb (1 yr).

Amanda and Benjamin Wortham (not pictured)
1805 Surrey Trail, Helena 35080
The Wortham family joined Trinity by profession of faith. Benjamin is 
a dentist at Wortham Dental Care and Amanda is a teacher. They have 
three children, Emmie (5), Eva (3) and Will (6 mo.).

Starr and Ross Steinhilber (not pictured)
206 St. Charles Street, Homewood 35209
The Steinhilber family joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist Church. Ross is a web developer for Shipt and Starr is a phy-
sician at UAB. They have two daughters, Lily (3) and London (9 mo.).

Rhoades Sturkie
703 Sharpsburg Circle, Birmingham 35213
Rhoades joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist Church. He works as a technical support 
specialist for Abbott Labs.



OXMOOR CAMPUS:          Worship 8:30 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 9:45 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM 
TRINITY WEST HOMEWOOD:  Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM  •  Community Hour 10:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

www.trinitybirmingham.com

Open the latest 
issue of

TIDINGS

important dates
September 2 CONTACT Worship Moves to GYM, 8:30 & 10:45 AM

September 3 Labor Day, Church Office Closed

September 9 Spark! Returns, 5:45 PM @ TWH

September 9 Weekly Viewpoint Worship Begins, 6 PM

September 10 Administrative Board Meeting, 7 PM

September 13-15   Lil’ Lambs Consignment Sale Weekend

September 17 UMW General Meeting & Dinner, 6 PM

September 29 Crop Drop, 7:30-10:30 AM @ TWH

Oxmoor Campus:  1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood •  205.879.1737  |  Trinity West Homewood:  914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood •  205.942.4622
CARE LINE: 205.868.9709                                                                                                                                                          ON CALL #: 205.538.3682

#yearo fp rayer

Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished monthly by Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 1400 Oxmoor 
Road, Birmingham (Homewood), 
AL 35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

The recommendation of the Building Committee, to proceed with the full Master Plan, passed 218-13 at our church 
conference on August 13. This means that, following a few minor hoops, we will soon start breaking ground and 
seeing this vision fully realized. Trinity is grateful for the work of Mark Limbaugh and the Building Committee, 
who have put in countless hours to prayerfully discern what’s best for our beloved church. On Monday, September 
10 at 7 PM, the Administrative Board will convene in a charge conference to approve final details, including financing 
terms and construction will likely begin in October, and last 11-12 months.

building update


