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TRINITYKIDS LOVE 
THEIR NEW SPACE

The first completed area of our 
construction project is open and is being 

widely used by our precious children. 
The beautiful new Children’s Gathering Area,

located on the first floor, was first used as 
a space for music during VBS (pictured here).

It is now being used each week by our 
6th grade Confirmation class, Weejoice music, 

and even serves as the 3rd grade Sunday 
School classroom. 
Thank you Trinity 
for this wonderful 

new space
for our

smallest
disciples.
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Lil’ Lambs Consignment Sale

September 12-14
For details and sale hours, please visit:

www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/lil-lambs

Most merchandise 1/2 off on Saturday!

Trinity
GYM



“These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having 
seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, 
and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.”
– Hebrews 11:13

Traveling is one of the most powerful tools for spiritual growth. 

For one, it makes you reconsider what you can’t live without. When 
you’re at home, it’s easy to just accumulate more and more things to 
fill your closets. But when you’re packing for a trip, you have some 
tough decisions to make. When you know that you’re going to have 
to wheel all this stuff through the airport, or fit that bag into the trunk 
of your car, it makes you ask what really matters. It also convicts 
you that you own a lot of heavy things. 

I’ve found that the best cure for my stress is perspective, and nothing 
delivers perspective like standing in a new place, remembering that 
the world is bigger than you and your worries. And I’m not sure why 
this is, but a change in scenery doesn’t just lead you to appreciate the 
new sights you get to take in, it also gives you a new perspective on 
everything familiar. Seeing the world somehow makes you feel more 
at home in your corner of it.

Over the last few years, I’ve had the pleasure of traveling to the Holy 
Land with more than 80 Trinity members, and I could not be more 
grateful for those experiences, or the people I got to share them with.  
It is an indescribable experience to take communion at the Garden 
Tomb, ride a boat across the Sea of Galilee, or stand on a path that 
Jesus would have walked. As we prepare for another experience in 
the Holy Land in February 2020, and a unique opportunity to see both 
Rome and the Oberammergau Passion Play in June 2020, I’m mindful 
of what a distinctive role travel can play in our spiritual lives.

The New Testament Letter to the Hebrews writes about the faithful 
witness of the Old Testament matriarchs and patriarchs, even though 
the promises of that faith weren’t fully realized in their lives. And, 
in a typically beautiful turn of phrase, he writes that those beloved 
saints were “strangers and pilgrims on the earth.” In other words, 
they were at home on our little planet, but they knew they were made 
for somewhere else.

We are all on a journey, called by God into life and growth and 
service, and that means we have to discern what it is we need to 
take with us, and what we need to leave behind. It means we need 
to sometimes step away from what’s familiar and courageously take 
a new direction. It means that sometimes we will need to step away 
from home to know where our true home really lies. I don’t know 
what that means for you right now in your spiritual walk, but maybe 
it’s time to get some perspective. 

We are strangers and pilgrims, you and me, but God is not done 
with us yet.

A Note from Pastor Brian

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

Join us on Facebook: 
TrinityKids

SPARK!, Sepetember 8
Spark! is a once a month event for our 4th & 5th graders gather to eat, play games and 
learn about faith in a small group setting. Spark! will meet on Sunday, September 8 in the 
Gym/Fellowship Hall areas at Trinity West Homewood beginning at 5:45 PM. Please 
register: www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids

LIL’ lambs consignment sale, Sepetember 12-14
Trinity’s semi-annual Children’s Consignment Sale will be held September 12-14. This 
sale provides funds for our mission and outreach programs. For more info and for sale 
hours, visit: www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/lil-lambs

DAd & ME Nerf challenge, Septemebr 22
Join us for an afternoon of fun and fellowship for your 
elementary kids and the big guy in their lives on Sunday 
afternoon, September 22 from 2-4 PM at Trinity West 
Homewood. We will play several rounds of nerf challeng-
es and have snacks to refuel for more fun. This event is 
free – invite other families to participate in the fun and 
introduce them to our church. Please bring your nerf artillery 
and we’ll provide the ammunition (nerf brand). Register today so we will have 
enough supplies: www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids

trinitykids

3rd Grade Bibles
were presented to
our students on 
Sunday, August 18.

Have you downloaded the 
Trinity APP?

Using your smartphone 
or tablet!

http://subsplash.com/
trinityunited/app



United Methodist Women Upcoming Events
Join us on a field trip to Urban Ministry...
You are invited! Have you wondered what really goes on at Urban Ministry or been mean-
ing to try lunch at their WE Cafe? Then join the women of Circle 7 on a field trip to this 
West End organization. Meet in the Small Dining Room on Wednesday, September 11 at 
10 AM to share rides with UMW ladies to Urban Ministry for a tour and lunch. 

Special Evening of Recognition
All are invited to the UMW Special Missions Dinner on Monday, October 21 at 6 PM in 
the Oxmoor Fellowship Hall. Every year the UMW recognizes those individuals who have 
gone above and beyond to promote mission and activities in our church and community 
with a Special Missions Award. Dinner reservations are $7.50 and non-UMW member 
reservations can be made by emailing Billie Gray at gray81321@bellsouth.net. UMW 
Members need to email their Circle Chair for reservations. Dinner reservation deadline is 
Tuesday, October 15. 

What is UMW? The United Methodist Women at Trinity are part of a global network 
across the denomination focused on missions, spiritual enrichment and social action. 
UMW turns faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, children and youth around 
the world. Want to get involved or have questions about UMW? Contact Sarah Wessel at 
umwpresident@ trinitybirmingham.com.

[ A Note From The Finance Office ]
Giving at Trinity remains strong as we approach the end of the first half of our Multiply 
Capital Campaign (9/30/2019). As of July 31, we had received 58% of our Multiply 
Oxmoor pledges or $4.53 million. Our project costs have now exceeded our gifts and 
we have approximately $1.6 million outstanding on our construction loan mid-August. 
The Trinity West Homewood project was completed on budget and we have received 
close to $115,000 of our $250,000 goal. General budget expenses for 2019 have 
exceeded giving by $278,280 as of July 31 and we have just at $500,000 remaining in 
unrestricted reserves. We are hopeful to make up some of our annual budget loss in 
the second half of the year. Thank you for continuing to support our ministries through 
annual budget giving and our capital project through Multiply gifts!

Laura Ellis, CPA, Executive Director 
lellis@trinitybirmingham.com, 205-879-1737        

9 & 11 AM Worship  |  10 AM Community Hour  
914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood

Rev. Matt Andrews  |  mandrews@trinitybirmingham.com

Family Reunion Dinner | 09.04 
Join us on the first Wednesday of every month 
from 5-5:45 PM (except December) for a time for 
the whole TWH family to be together around the 
table! For dinner reservations, contact  
Peggy at pgunnels@trinitybirmingham.com.

Fall Garden Workday | 09.14
All are invited to work in the TWH garden on Sat-
urday, September 14 from 9 AM – Noon! Bring 
work gloves and tools. Questions? Contact Terrie 
at hospitality@trinitybirmingham.com.

Dad & Me Nerf Challenge | 09.22
Join us for an afternoon of fun on Sunday, Sep-
tember 22, 2-4 PM for elementary kids and the 
big guy in their lives. This event is free – invite 
other families to participate in the fun and intro-
duce them to our church! Please register at
www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids

Breakfast for Downtown Neighbors | 09.28
You have the opportunity to serve downtown 
neighbors without homes on September 28. We 
will prepare and serve breakfast at Highlands 
UMC from 7-10:30 AM. To sign up, contact Liza 
at lspencer@trinitybirmingham.com.

Blessing of the Animals | 09.29 
On September 29 from 4-6 PM, bring your 
pets to receive a blessing and a special gift to 
remember the occasion. Questions? Contact 
Matt at mandrews@trinitybirmingham.com.

SEPTEMBER Happenings:
SEPT.  4  Family Reunion Dinner, 5-5:45 PM
SEPT. 14 Fall Garden Workday, 9 AM-12 PM
SEPT. 22 Dad & Me Nerf Challenge, 2-4 PM
SEPT. 28 Breakfast for Downtown Neighbors, 7-10:30 AM
SEPT. 29 Blessing of the Animals, 4-6 PM

young adults Tuesday Evening Dinner 
Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? 
If so, join us on Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM at the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott. 
A free, home cooked dinner is served along with fellowship, study and door 
prizes!  For more info, contact Lisa at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com

This month’s young adut study 
is on Bob Goff’s bestselling 
book, Everybody Always. Join 
us as we study becoming love 
in a world full of setbacks and 
difficult people.

september attrinity west  homewood



Questions about 50+ Ministries or to RSVP for an event,
Contact Julie Wright at 205-879-1737  |  jwright@trinitybirmingham.com

WED. September 4 - BINGO! 11:30 AM at Trinity West Homewood. 
$6.00 if you would like a sandwich box lunch. Win prizes and enjoy 
good food and fellowship. Reservation appreciated.

MON. September 16 - TRINITY SINGERS CONCERT   
Come enjoy music at St. Martin’s in the Pines / Woodside at 3 PM. 
Vans leave Trinity Oxmoor at 2:15 PM.

WED. September 18 - LUNCH BUNCH  Whistle Stop Café and 
Lovelady Center. Vans leave at 11 AM from Trinity Oxmoor and lunch 
is at 11:30 AM. Enjoy Southern fare made famous by the film Fried 
Green Tomatoes at the Irondale Café. Then we will make a quick “shop 
and learn” trip to the Lovelady Center Thrift Store to find a bargain and 
learn about their mission. Reservations appreciated.

SAT. September 21 - DAY TRIP, RED MOUNTAIN HIKE  Come join 
us on a fun Red Mountain 101 guided hike. Red Mountain Park is a 
1,500-acre public urban park that encloses a 4.5-mile-long section of 
Red Mountain, a prominent ridge that passes through Birmingham. The 
woodland park contains closed mines and other artifacts of the city’s 
industrial history. The park opened to the public in 2012 and includes 
ziplining, treetop-level “adventure courses,” and a 6-acre off-leash dog 
park. $5.00 fee. Vans leave at 8:30 AM sharp from Trinity Oxmoor. 
Hike is from 9-11 AM. RSVP required.   

TUES. September 24 - PACESETTERS LUNCHEON  Don’t miss 
this month’s Pacesetters gathering as Rev. Brian Erickson will be the 
guest speaker. 11:30 AM in the Oxmoor Fellowship Hall - $6.00 lunch. 
Reservation appreciated.

50
+

MINISTRIES
UPCOMING EVENTS

TRINIT Y TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES IN 2020
ROME, OBERAMMERGAU, HOLY LAND

For more information, contact Lisa Elliott at
879-1737 or lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.

Dear friends, I hope you will consider joining us for one (or two!) of our 
amazing 2020 pilgrimages we have planned. FEBRUARY 4-13, we will take 
another group to the Holy Land, where we will walk where Jesus walked, 
sail where Jesus sailed (and walked), and take communion together in the 
shadow of where he was raised from the dead. For more details visit:
bit.ly/trinityholyland

And then JUNE 15-24, we will spend ten days seeing Christian sites in 
Rome, Austria and Germany, ending with the once-every-ten-years passion 
play in Oberammergau. For more details visit: bit.ly/trinitypassion

Both of these are life-changing spiritual pilgrimages, and non-Trinity folks 
are always welcome. Hope you will join us.
                                                                                                Brian Erickson

CONGRATULATIONS
FROM THE TRINITY 
MUSIC DEPARTMENT

The Choralier Choir had a 
hymnbook challenge this 
past year. Margaret Cherry 
memorized 6 hymns and won 
a hymnbook with her name 
engraved in it.
Congratulations Margaret!

If your child has an interest in 
joining a choir this fall, please 
contact Jodi at 879-1737 or
jhaskins@trinitybirmingham.com.

Pictured: Margaret Cherry and Jodi Haskins

On Sunday, October 6 Trinity will kickoff stewardship month 
with a day of service at both campuses. A Crop Drop will be held 
during the morning hours – please watch for more details coming 
soon. Volunteers should plan to bring work gloves and folding chairs 
from home. Wear your Hey Neighbor tshirt and DRESS FOR A 
MESS! Many hands are needed and all ages are invited to partici-
pate in this fun, family-friendly service project.

CROP DROP

Save the Date! October 6



Missions& outreach

Questions about Missions & Outreach, contact our Director of Outreach, 
Contact Kristan Walker at 205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

To volunteer with Trinity Outreach,
Contact Liza Spencer at 205-879-1737  |  lspencer@trinitybirmingham.com

new to trinity?
If you are new to Trinity, we invite you to 
join us for NEXT STEPS. It’s a friendly 
membership track designed specifically 
for our guests and new members. At 
NEXT STEPS, you will meet pastors

   Next
Steps
Oxmoor Campus: Every Sunday 9:45 AM in the Large Parlor
Questions about NEXT STEPS? Contact Julie Wright
jwright@trinitybirmingham.com  |  879-1737

and staff, learn more about Trinity and our Methodist beliefs.

BACKPACK MINISTRY IN FULL SWING 
Our 5th year of this ministry begins this month. Just $2.50 
can feed one student for the weekend, or $95 for the entire 
school year. Checks can be made payable to Trinity UMC, 
Memo: Backpacks. 

LIL’ LAMBS FALL SALE September 12-14 
Trinity’s semi-annual Children’s Consignment Sale, Lil’ Lambs, will be held September 
12-14 in the Trinity Oxmoor Campus Gym. This sale provides funds for our mission 
and outreach programs. Interested in working on our team? Contact Kristan Walker at 
kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com or visit www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/lil-lambs/.

SUMMER MISSION SPOTLIGHT: Costa Rica 
In July our family had the opportunity to serve with Trinity's family mission trip in Costa 
Rica. We were excited about how God might use us this week, and our hope was that 
we would be open to all that lay in store for us. Even though I was pretty familiar with 
mission work from my youth group days, all of those trips were in the States and this 
would be our first international trip. I knew we would be doing construction and hosting 
a mini VBS for the local children, and most of my concerns revolved around being 
able to communicate with the people we would meet. One of our favorite memories 
from this week shines a beautiful light on just how unnecessary those concerns would 
prove to be. We were in the kitchen one morning cleaning up after breakfast. Usually 
the local ladies left after the meal and our group took turns with KP duties. On this 
particular morning, Marta, the minister of the church in Golfito where we were working, 
was still in the kitchen with us. She began singing softly and although I didn't under-
stand her words, the tune was familiar. It wasn't long before we were singing The 
Old Rugged Cross together, some of us in English, some in Spanish, and it was the 
holiest of moments. Our common worship in that church kitchen in Golfito was sponta-
neous. An unexpected gift. Our family is grateful to have had this experience, getting 
to know some of our Trinity family better, and also connecting and serving along side 
our brothers and sisters in Costa Rica.  – Mary Watson

welcome!new members

Lucy and Dave Good
3661 Crestside Road, Mountain Brook 35223
The Good family joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church and by Profession of Faith. Dave 
is a teacher/coach at Mountain Brook High School and Lucy 
is a teacher/coach at Liberty Park Middle School. They have 
two daughters, Addie Mae (7) and Evie Kate (4).

Kayla Cadden (not pictured)
1144 Regent Drive, Birmingham 35226
Kayla joined Trinity by transfer from another United Methodist Church. She 
is a patient financial services specialist at Nephrology Associates and is mar-
ried to Trinity member Bailey Cadden.

Camille and Josh Voiles
904 Oak Grove Road, Homewood 35209
The Voiles joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist Church. Josh is Trinity’s Director of Music Minis-
tries and Camille works in sales for Southland Transportation.

Katie and Darryl Jacks
405 Maiden Lane, Hoover 35226
The Jacks joined Trinity by Profession of Faith. Darryl is 
an accountant for Surgical Care Affiliates and Katie is a 
financial planner for Northwestern Mutual. They have two 
children, Jane (7) and Leo (7 mo).

Krista Dickinson
1234 Lake Forest Circle, Hoover 35244
Krista joined Trinity by transfer from another United Meth-
odist Church. She is an Assistant Director of Children’s 
Ministry at Trinity. 

Joel Malone
2000 Craig Lane, Hoover 35226
Joel joined Trinity by vows from another Christian denomi-
nation. He leads the Celebrate Recovery program at Trinity 
West Homewood.

Emily Andrews
219 South Wood Road, Homewood 35209
Emily joined Trinity by transfer from another United Meth-
odist Church. She is a professor at Samford University 
and is married to Dr. Matt Andrews, pastor of Trinity West 
Homewood. They have a son, Elliot (1 1/2).

If you are interested in learning more about our 2020 Costa Rica trip, 
email Liza Spencer at lspencer@trinitybirmingham.com.
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              Sunday School 9:45 AM   •   Youth Activities 6:00 PM
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SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

important dates
Sept. 12-14 Lil’ Lambs Consignment Sale

Sept. 14 Fall Garden Workday @ TWH

Sept. 22 Dad & Me Nerf Challenge

Sept. 22 Element OneNight

Sept. 24 Pacesetter Luncheon

Sept. 29 Blessing of the Animals @ TWH

Oct. 06  Save the Date! CROP DROP

September 1    Brian Erickson     Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson     Matt Andrews
September 8    Brian Erickson     Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson     Matt Andrews
September 15  Brian Erickson     Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson     Matt Andrews
September 22  Brian Erickson     Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson     Matt Andrews

September 29  Brian Erickson     Amy DeWitte / Brian Erickson     Matt Andrews

september preaching schedule
SUNDAY:     Traditional        Contact  8:30 a / 10:45 a      West HWD substitute teachers needed

Trinity Child Development Center is currently accepting applications for 
substitute pre-school teachers. Stop by the TCDC office for an application 
or contact Alissa Simpson at asimpson@trinitybirmingham.com.

914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood


