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This summer, Element Student Ministry partnered 
with Service Over Self (SOS) in Memphis, TN for our 
16th year. This was an incredible week serving along-
side 185 students and adults from our church. 
In total, Trinity repaired 21 homes in the Memphis 
area Binghampton community. 

This year was especially meaningful as SOS celebrated  
          their 30th anniversary in this community. There 
i             is no doubt that God is continuing a great
                 work in this area. Each year our Trinity    
                    students and leaders return home learning    
                     more and more what it truly means to be     
                     the hands and feet of Christ!

HOW CAN YOU SERVE THIS WEEK? 
See inside for ways that you can serve 

both inside and outside the walls of Trinity. 

Lil’ Lambs Consignment Sale

Friday, September 9  •  9am-3pm
Saturday, September 10 • 9am-12pm

Most merchandise 1/2 off on Saturday!
See TrinityKids column inside for more details on the sale.

Trinity
GYM



During the month of September, we are going to focus on families (of all 
shapes and sizes), as we begin our new sermon series, Family Matters. We 
will spend a week on living faithfully as a single person, a week on faithfully 
living through and beyond divorce, a week on faithful marriage, and a week 
on raising kids/caring for parents.  

To be honest, whenever we talk about family in church, it is hard to be fully 
honest with one another. A lot of us “clean up” for church, as if the messy 
work of redemption needs to be done before we darken the door. That’s why I 
think a lot of non-Christians get the idea that in order to come to church, their 
families need to measure up. That their kids 
need to behave perfectly, that their marriage 
needs to be presentable, that they need to 
dispose of any skeletons hiding away in the 
upper branches of their family tree. We’ll 
come to church when we get our lives 
together enough to look like we belong there.

But the notion of a perfect Christian family did not come from the Bible. 
The Bible is filled with stories of families that will make yours (as dysfunc-
tional as it may be) look like a Norman Rockwell painting.

The very first family in scripture, Adam and Eve, takes about 20 minutes to 
get thrown out of the garden of Eden, a scene in which the wife disobeys God, 
shares her disobedience with her husband, and the husband tries to pawn off 
all responsibility on her. Their two boys, Cain and Abel, are so jealous of one 
another that one ends up murdering the other.

Noah, pioneer of faith and flood evacuation, gets off the boat, immediately 
gets drunk, and ends up in a fight with his boys where he curses one of 
them for life.

Abraham has a child with his servant when his wife can’t get pregnant, and 
then when his wife does get pregnant, he sends his servant and his newborn 
son out into the desert where they almost die. Then he takes his other son out 
to a mountain where he almost sacrifices him.

Jacob and Esau come out of the womb wrestling for sibling superiority, and 
spend half their lives pitting their parents against one another.

Joseph’s brothers think that their father likes Joseph too much, so when dad is 
not watching, they beat him up, throw him in a pit and leave him for dead.

Sibling rivalry. Marital infidelity. Alcoholism. Murder. Folks, that is just the 
book of Genesis. 

We all need an honest word about the challenge and blessing of living 
together, of loving together. Church ought to be the place where we are most 
open about our struggles and shortcomings, in the faithful trust that God is the 
source of healing.

And maybe we can take some comfort in the fact that if God can use the 
families described in the Bible, maybe He can use us, too. See you Sunday.

A Note from Pastor Brian

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

The notion of
a perfect

Christian family
did not come from

the bible.

trinity kids

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

Family First Worship
We invite families to join us for our Family 1st Worship on the 1st Wednesday 
night of the month. On this 1st Wednesday night, September 7, kids’ discovery 
classes and adult classes will break to allow your whole family to join us in the Sanctuary for 
an interactive, family-centered worship experience. We will introduce a new theme each month 
at the worship service and the discovery groups will then create an opportunity for elementary 
aged kids to engage that theme through different kinds of activities (legos, games, art, music, 
and drama) on the subsequent Wednesday nights. The September theme is FRIENDSHIP. 

weejoice
On Wednesday nights we are introducing a brand new parent-child music class, WeeJoice. 
Music is a powerful way to engage your child. Early music exposure promotes language 
development and encourages social and emotional growth. This interactive music class will 
teach parents and their little ones how to use their singing voices, play instruments and move 
to the beat. Taught by Theresa McKibbon & Sharon August, 
WeeJoice will gather from 5:30-6:15 PM in the Fireside 
Room on Wednesday nights. Register online: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/weejoice-parent-child-registration/

spark
All-new ministry just for students in 4th and 5th grade. Spark will meet on the second Sunday 
of every month, beginning on September 11, from 5:45-7:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall.
We will have dinner together, followed by games, a message, and time to discuss with your 

friends. This year, we will be talking about who we are and what makes 
up our identity. Let us know you’re planning to come by registering 
online: www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids Please submit a $25 registration 
fee to cover the cost of our community meals for the year.

Lil’ Lambs Sale
Our bi-annual children’s consignment sale will be September 9-10 in the gym. Register online 
to sell your gently used children’s clothing, toys, and equipment or to volunteer and enjoy the 
benefits of early bird shopping. Proceeds are given to mission projects both locally and glob-
ally, as well as funding scholarships for our kids and youth to attend camps and trips that will 
deepen their faith journey. This year, any items marked donate that are not sold will be given 
to our foster care ministry, the Modern Family Ministry Closet, and to My Child’s Closet, a 
community organization that gives clothes and necessary items to families in crisis.  

sonshine ministry
We are excited to open another season of ministry for our TrinityKids with special needs.  
SonShine Ministry provides partners to help children with special needs flourish in their 
Sunday School class, as well as buddies who join our participating children in the SonShine 
Ministry room during the 11 AM worship service. We are inviting all youth and adults who 
feel a call to share God’s love with these amazing kids to join our SonShine Ministry team.

calm before the stork
If your family is expecting to grow through birth or adoption this year, join us for our next 
Calm Before the Stork on Sunday, October 2 at 10 AM in the Small Dining Room. Knowing 
how busy the early days with a new child can be, we are reaching 
out to expectant parents before the arrival of their little one in 
order to share how we’d love to walk with your family during 
this special time. We will connect you to resources, talk about 
baptism, introduce you to other parents and take a tour of parent 
hot spots in our church. Contact Eleanor Christiansen to RSVP.

New!This fall

student ministry
elementstudentministry.com

youth activities
Find full details at



Sunday  |  9:30 Contemporary & 11 AM Traditional
Oakmont Campus 914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Jack Hinnen  |   jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

September 1 Fantasy Football Draft (at campus), Register by Aug. 28

September 4 Communion Sunday, 9:30 & 11 AM

September 8 Trinity Men’s Dinner, 6:30 PM

September 10 CROP DROP Family friendly service project, 8 AM-Noon

September 12 Life Groups Begin

September 13 Oakmont UMW Circle 1, 7 PM

September 20 Oakmont UMW Circle 2, 10 AM

September 22 Under the Bridge Ministry, 5 PM

During the month of September, we are going to focus on families (of all shapes and 
sizes), as we begin our new sermon series, Family Matters. We will spend a week 
on living faithfully as a single person, a week on faithfully living through and beyond 
divorce, a week on faithful marriage, and a week on raising kids/caring for parents.  seasoned adults

Questions about SALT? Contact Donna Roose
205-879-1737  |  droose@trinitybirmingham.com

Thursday, September 1 - Lunch Bunch Trip to Chelsea
Join us for lunch! We will leave Trinity at 10:15 AM for a homestyle 
lunch at Hartley’s and then visit the grounds of beautiful Hargis Retreat.
 
Wednesday, September 14 - Box Lunches & Bingo
We will meet at 11:30 AM at Trinity West Homewood, Oakmont campus 
where we will enjoy box lunches from Jason’s Deli and have fun playing 
BINGO. We will be mixing and mingling with the Seasoned Adults from 
both Oakmont and Oxmoor campuses!
 
Thursday, September 22 - Day Trip to Milky Way Farm
We will be leaving Trinity at 6:45 AM for the drive to Pulaski, TN, where 
we will  enjoy a late breakfast at Milky Way Farm, the estate of the late 
Frank Mars, founder of the Mars Candy Company. After breakfast we 
will tour his estate and take a hayride tour of the grounds. We will also 
enjoy seeing the campus of Martin Methodist College.
 
Tuesday, September 27 - Movers & Shakers Luncheon
11:30 AM meeting time - Lunch together and enjoy our guest speaker, 
Virginia Jones, who will present a photo-talk concerning the recently 
completed renovation of the Lyric Theatre in downtown Birmingham.
 
Wednesday, October 19 - 2017 Grand Canyon Trip Presentation
SAVE THE DATE! Wednesday, October 19 at 11:00 AM in our Small 
Dining Room. Presentation by Jack Brinson of Collette Travel. Movers 
& Shakers will be visiting the Grand Canyon, Zion National Park, Bryce 
Canyon National Park and a day and a night in Las Vegas in May, 2017! 
Come and get all of the details on this exciting trip.

1st Wednesday nights
6:15-7:00 pm, Sanctuary

SEPTEMBER 7

Mid-week interactive worship for all ages.

Family First Worship

New!
This fall

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 
Sweet Potato Drop 8AM-Noon - All Trinity members, 
friends, guests and neighbors are invited to join in to 
help sort thousands of pounds of leftover crop, and 
get it in the hands of local food pantries. This is a 
fun, family friendly service opportunity. Crop will be 
dropped at Trinity West Homewood. Join us!
250 volunteers are needed!



Missions connect & serve

outreach calendar

For full details on all events listed above, log on to
www.trinitybirmingham.com/get-involved/

Questions about Trinity Missions & Outreach? Contact Kristan Walker
205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

Kid
Friendly

STRENGTHS!
Join other members to 
discover your God-given 
gifts for serving others!
Using Gallup Poll’s 
Strengthfinder assess-
ment, you will enjoy ener-
getic conversation about 
who you are and where 
you were meant to serve.

OPPORTUNITY    COMMITMENT
1. USHERS / both campuses / all services 2 Sundays per month
2. Kitchen Helpers / Servers   2 Wednesdays per month
3. Meals to Moms    As needed, per request
4. New Member Team   Shepherd a new member for 1 year
5. Readers / all services   As needed
6. Children’s Teachers   2 Sundays per month
7. Greeters / both campuses / all services         1-2 Sundays per month
8. Cooking and/or Baking   As needed
9. Youth After School / Element Café  Tues. or Thurs. afternoons
10.  Praying for a Student   During school year

opportunities to serve your church

Sign up to serve online: http://bit.ly/TUMCvolunteer 
Questions? Contact Laura Eanes 205-879-1737  |  leanes@trinitybirmingham.com

Pictured are a few recent graduates of “Strengths.”

“There was so much we learned from taking the Strengths class, but I would say what 
we got out of the class most is how to use our personal strengths to find the best minis-
tries for us to serve in at Trinity. We highly recommend taking this class, especially if 
you are new to the church!” – Leslie Wingard, new member

STRENGTHS is a 4-class series. It will be offered on Wednesday evenings 6-7 PM in 
September, October and November. Classes will be held at the Oxmoor campus, and 
are planned for the Trinity West Homewood, Oakmont campus in 2017!
Contact Laura Eanes to register for any month: leanes@trinitybirmingham.com

Last year, Trinity volunteers of all ages sorted and bagged 40,000 pounds of sweet 
potatoes. This produce went to local food pantries, rather than being discarded. 
Mindi Perlis, a Trinity mom of 3, remembers her family’s experience.
 “It was incredibly heart warming to see our 4 & 2 year old boys eager to help. Even 
if it only lasted 10 minutes before they were playing tag in the yard. Any way you 
look at it, this is a fun event and a great way for children to serve.” – Mindi Perlis

young adults Tuesday Evening Study
September Study Begins 9/6! What Keeps You Up At Night?
Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? 
If so, we would love for you to join us on Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM.
This group meets at the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott. A free, home cooked 
dinner is served along with fellowship, study and door prizes!
For more info, contact Lisa at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com

Crop Drop 2015

CROP DROP September 10 from 8 AM - 12 Noon. 
Crop will be dropped at Trinity West Homewood – Oakmont campus. See below.

Backpack Ministry
Fri. 9/2 our Weekenders Backpack Ministry begins for the fall semester! 
If you would like to help feed local children we still need volunteers & 
financial support. Checks made payable to Trinity UMC, Memo: Back-
packs. $180 can feed one child each weekend of the school year. 

Sweet Potato Crop Drop
Sat. 9/10 from 8 AM - 12 Noon. 250 volunteers are needed to help 
sort thousands of pounds of leftover crop, and get it in the hands of 
local food pantries. Fun service opportunity...come and go as you are 
able. Crop will be dropped at Trinity West Homewood - Oakmont.

Sort Lil’ Lambs Donations
Sat. 9/10 from 1-2:30 PM at Oxmoor campus Gym - Sort donations from 
Lil’ Lambs sale and show hospitality to foster families as they “shop” 
through the donated items.

Tanzania Mission
Pray for our team while they are serving in Tanzania from 9/22 - 10/2.

Foster Parent Presentation
Sun. 10/2. Learn more about the United Methodist Children’s Home and 
how to become a foster parent (full-time or respite), Oxmoor campus 
Wesley Hall at 10-10:45 AM.

9/2

9/10

9/22

10/2



Guests & new members

[ A Note From The Finance Office ]
What a summer! We wrapped up the month of July with total annual giving of $2,265,442 or 57% of our 
annual budget. Giving continues to outpace spending of $2,220,990 or 56% of our annual budget. We 
are on track to meet our operating goals for the 2016 year. Outside of the general budget, we kicked 
off the school year with a goal to raise $45,000 to provide meals to all of our food insecure students in 
Homewood and Hemphill Elementary. As usual Trinity responded with gifts of over $20,000 in the first 
day! We now have close to $30,000 for this school year. What an amazing response! I continue to be 
overwhelmed by the generosity of this congregation. Thank you for your support of Trinity and the com-
munities we serve!

Laura Ellis, CPA            lellis@trinitybirmingham.com
Executive Director          205-879-1737

If you are new to Trinity, we invite you to join us for Next Steps. 
It’s a membership track designed specifically for our guests and 
new members. At Next Steps, you will meet pastors and staff, learn 
more about Trinity and our Methodist beliefs. 
It is held every Sunday at both Trinity campuses.

   Next
Steps
Oxmoor Campus: 10 AM in the Large Parlor   |   Oakmont Campus: 10:30 AM in the Comfort Room

Questions about Next Steps? Contact Shelley at sbrockwell@trinitybirmingham.com

REMEMBER TRINITY IN YOUR WILL. When your will or other estate plans include a benevolent estate 
gift to Trinity’s Permanent Endowment Fund, you are creating an enduring legacy by supporting mean-
ingful projects that reach beyond our regular budget. Your gift is invested, and a portion of the earnings 
is used to fund this important work. For more information, contact Laura Ellis in the Finance Office at 
205-879-1737. While contributions and gifts to Trinity are generally tax deductible, there are exceptions. 
Consult with a tax professional when making a gift.

4:30-6:00 PM
Fellowship Hall

$20.00 Family Maximum  (or) 
    - $6.00 per adult
    - $3.00 per child (9 and under)
    - $5.00 per senior adult (60+)
    - $5.00 Salad Bar

For weekly menus and to make 
a reservation online, visit:
www.trinitybirmingham.com

 

Rowe and Sarah Baggs
2816 16th Place South, Homewood 35209
The Baggs joined Trinity by transfer 
from another United Methodist Church. 
Sarah works as an IT Audit Manager for 
BCBS of AL. They have two daughters, 
Caroline and Charlotte.

DeeDee Barnes Bruns
413 Russet Hill Road Birmingham 35244
DeeDee joined Trinity by vows from an-
other Christian denomination. She works at 
UAB as a college administrator.

Larry and Patricia Farmer
1015 Doss Dr., Morris 35116
The Farmers joined Trinity by vows from 
another Christian denomination. Larry 
works for Norfolk Southern Railroad and 
Patricia is a nanny.

welcome!new members

Julia Causey
3530 Mountain Park Dr. Mtn. Brook 35213
Julia joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. She is retired.

Nate and Connie Collins
3930 Village Center Dr. Hoover 35226
The Collins’ joined Trinity by transfer from 
another United Methodist Church. Nate is 
a consultant and Connie is a teacher at Hall 
Kent Elementary School.
Scott Davis & Danielle Decker
1208 Forest Brook Cir. Homewood 35226
Scott and Danielle joined Trinity by transfer 
from another United Methodist Church and 
by vows from another Christian denomi-
nation. Scott works for BCBS of AL and 
Danielle works for Oneal Medical. They 
have two children, Aaron and Kaitlyn Funk.

Jared and Kristin Price
3530 Mountain Park Dr. Mtn. Brook 35213
The Prices joined Trinity by vows from 
another Christian denomination. Jared is 
an analytics director for HealthSouth and 
Kristin is a teacher at Leeds Primary School. 
They have a son, Palmer.

Katherine Fraile
709 Green St. Apt. A, Durham, NC 27701
Katherine joined Trinity by affiliate 
membership. She works in college campus 
ministry at Duke University.
Jessica Webb
2870 Crowne Ridge Dr. Vestavia 35243
Jessica joined Trinity by transfer from an-
other United Methodist Church. She works 
in finance for Regions Bank.

Franklin and Jennifer Majors
3517 Ashley Road, Homewood 35209
The Majors joined Trinity by vows from an-
other Christian denomination and by associate 
membership. Franklin works for Birmingham 
Police Dept. and Jennifer works as a substitute 
teacher. They have a daughter, Olivia.
David and Laura Hume
1805 Mayfair Dr., Homewood 35209
The Humes joined Trinity by transfer from 
another United Methodist Church and by 
vows from another Christian denomination. 
They both work as lawyers and they have a 
daughter, Harper.

It’s not too late to join us in Music Ministry!
If you like to praise God through singing or playing 

instruments, there’s a place for you! For more info contact 
Russell Nelson at 868-9705 or rnelson@trinitybirmingham.com.

CHILDREN’S MUSIC
Children’s Hand Chimes (1st-2nd grades), Wednesdays at 5 PM

Children’s Handbells (3rd-5th grades), Wednesdays at 5 PM
Children’s Choirs (Ages 3k-5th grade), Wednesdays at 5:30 PM

Weejoice! (Parents, Babies & Toddlers), Wednesdays at 5:30 PM
•

YOUTH MUSIC (6th-12th grades)
Cross and Flame Youth Handbells, Sundays at 4:15 PM

Cross and Flame Youth Choir, Sundays at 5 PM
•

ADULT MUSIC
Sanctuary Choir, Wednesdays at 7 PM

Trinity Singers (Senior adults), Tuesdays at 10 AM
William A. Gardner Handbell Choir, Sundays at 6 PM

Trinity Orchestra (by audition), plays Sundays approx. once per month
Praise Alliance (by audition), Wednesdays at 8 PM

Seeds of Faith, Sundays at 9:45 AM
Men’s Chorus, Second Sunday of each month at 7:30 AM

MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES



Oxmoor Campus:  1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood •  205.879.1737  |  Oakmont Campus:  914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood •  205.942.4622

www.trinitybirmingham.com

OXMOOR CAMPUS:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM 
OAKMONT CAMPUS:  Worship 9:30 & 11:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished monthly by Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 1400 Oxmoor 
Road, Birmingham (Homewood), 
AL 35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

important dates
September 7  Family First Worship Kickoff

September 8  Trinity Men’s Dinner

September 9 & 10 Lil’ Lambs Children’s Consignment Sale

September 10  CROP DROP Mission Project

September 11  Confirmation Class Begins

September 19  UMW General Meeting

October 6  FLU SHOT CLINIC, 8-1PM Fellowship Hall

A community of single folks a little further down 
the life experience continuum (35+) 

Join us each Sunday @ 10 AM in Room 308 for a meaningful time of 
study and discussion of scripture. The SOLE Sunday School Class is 
currently studying The  Call – The Life and Message of the Apostle 
Paul by Adam Hamilton. For more information about this new class, 
please contact Neill Jones at tneilljones@gmail.com.

Trinity’s village of moms, MOMentum, will kickoff the new school year on 
Thursday, September 1 at 10 AM in Room 111. This group, open to moms of kids 
of all ages, will meet on the first Thursday of the month. A speaker will inspire the 
group on topics of parenting and faith and conversations will continue as we enjoy 
lunch together. Free childcare is provided. Lunch is served at 11 AM and will be $7. 

9/1 - September Topic: Balancing Family Activities
10/6 - October Topic: Teaching Children Service & Outreach

United Methodist Women General Meeting & Dinner
Monday, September 19

Dinner at 6 PM • Meeting & Program at 6:45 PM in the Fellowship Hall
The speaker will be Libby Matthews from Kulture City, a non-profit of volunteers 
and supporters on a mission to create a world where all autistic individuals can be 
accepted, included and have a limitless future. There will also be a celebration of the 
children/grandchildren born, adopted or fostered in the last year by UMW members.

Dinner is $6.00 and non-UMW member reservations can be made by emailing Billie 
Gray at gray81321@bellsouth.net. UMW Members need to email their Circle Chair 
for reservations. Dinner reservation deadline is Tuesday, September 13.
Questions? Contact Cel Bailey at umwpresident@trinitybirmingham.com.


