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ELEMENT STUDENT MINISTRY 
hosted High School Discovery Weekend on 

August 19 & 20. Hundreds of students 
participated in the two day camp-style 

weekend at Springville Camp. The students 
connected with friends, their adult leaders 

and God through worship, small group ses-
sions, outdoor activites and games. They 

were able to disconnect from the world and 
explore how to grow in their faith.

High school
discovery weekend

Lil’ Lambs Consignment Sale

September 14-16
• See inside for sale hours •

Most merchandise 1/2 off on Saturday!
See the TrinityKids column inside for more details & info on the sale.

Trinity
GYM



“To the church of God that is in Homewood, to those sanctified in Christ 
Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  
(Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, with some editing by yours truly)

While technology makes communication so much more efficient and easy, 
I am betting that you don’t keep a drawer full of texts and emails. In our 
home, however, there are shoebox treasure chests holding precious letters, 
some from many years ago, written by hands that are no longer with us. On 
difficult days, those kind words are like manna for the soul. If our home ever 
catches fire, my wife’s arms will be full of children and letter-filled shoeboxes.  
There is something about the illegible font of a loved one, scrawled out on 
fading paper, that holds love and memory like a sponge.

Of the 27 books in the New Testament, 21 of them are letters. Think about 
that for a moment. By far, the majority of the New Testament is correspon-
dence between fellow believers. When the early church was prayerfully 
deciding which texts would be considered holy writ, what words would edify 
and strengthen the Body of Christ, they chose not only the accounts of Jesus’ 
ministry and the early church, they also saw fit to include a bunch of mail.  
Because they knew that words written from the heart, by the hand, were the 
best way to pass down the story of God’s unfathomable love. The New 
Testament is a shoebox full of letters.

We are in an amazing season of life and ministry here at Trinity, and yet I 
find myself all the more fascinated with where we’ve been. The staff teases 
me about how many times I have read Annie Ford Wheeler’s wonderful his-
tory of the church (if you don’t have a copy, let me know, I have several), but 
it’s so powerful to me to look back on the decisions and prayers and visions 
of those who’ve gone before us, because we are living in their dream, and 
we are here because of their faithfulness. Like a handwritten note from ages 
past, their courage still echoes in everything that we do.

So I want to ask a favor of you. I want you to write Trinity a letter. It doesn’t 
need to be long, or poetic, or composed on papyrus by candlelight with a 
quill pen. But take a few moments over these next several days and write a 
letter to the church and let us know what this place has meant to you. I may 
use portions of the letters in our October sermon series. 
You can address the letters to:
Letters to Trinity
1400 Oxmoor Road
Homewood, AL 35209

And to the church in Homewood, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to 
be saints together, grace and peace to you, on this day and every day.

See you Sunday,
Brian

A Note from Pastor Brian

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

The Trinity 
Town Hall Meeting

An All-Member Presentation on the Future of Trinity

Sunday, September 17
 • 10:00 am •

Sanctuary

The entire Trinity family is invited and 
encouraged to join us as we present 
our new Master Plan for Trinity’s fu-
ture. Our church is growing, and we 
want everyone that makes Trinity so 
special to be involved and informed 
of our church’s plans to accommodate 
that growth – including some 
significant changes.

Please make attending this meeting 
a priority. While we will do our best 
to get the information that will be dis-
cussed to anyone who cannot attend, 
this is your chance to hear it first hand, 
and find out how to get involved.

We hope to see all of  Trinity there 
for this important presentation.

This meeting will be hosted by CDH, Trinity’s Master Planning Partner

www.trinitybirmingham.com

A Biblical, balanced program that helps us 
overcome our hurts, hang-ups and habits.

Register today for this 8 week small group:

 [ Coming in October ]
OCT. 1 - Sundays @ 10 AM
OCT. 4 - Wednesdays @ 6 PM



MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 - General Meeting & Dinner  [ Oxmoor campus ]
All Are Invited! Dinner will be served at 6 PM and the meeting and program will begin at 
6:45 PM in the Fellowship Hall. The program will feature Rebecca Morris of The United 
Methodist Children’s Home addressing respite care for foster families. The evening will 
also include a celebration of the children and grandchildren born, adopted or fostered in 
the last year by UMW members.
- Dinner is $6.00 and non-UMW member reservations can be made by emailing Billie Gray 
at gray81321@bellsouth.net.  
- UMW members need to email their Circle Chair for reservations. 
- Dinner reservation deadline is Tuesday, September 12.

United Methodist Women Upcoming Events

– Questions about UMW? Contact Cel Bailey at umwpresident@trinitybirmingham.com.–

Wednesday, September 6 - Box Lunches & Bingo
11:30 AM-1:00 PM, West Homewood campus. Bring $6.00 for your box lunch and 
enjoy food, fellowship and lots of fun. Prizes for Bingo winners, too!

Monday, September 11 - Reminder! Fall Trip Balance Due
If you have registered for the Fall Foliage trip, your remaining balance is due 9/11.

Monday, September 11 - Presentation for “Cowboy Country” Trip
10:00 AM, Small Dining Room. Join Jack Brinson from Collette Travel as he shows 
slides and describes our June 2-9, 2018, trip to Yellowstone, Badlands and Grand 
Tetons National Parks and side trips to Mount Rushmore, Jackson Hole and more!

Thursday, September 14 - Lunch Bunch
11:00 AM Depart from Trinity, 11:30 AM Lunch, 1:00 PM Tour. Join us for a 
tour of the Alabama Wildlife Center in Pelham. Here, birds native to Alabama are 
rescued, rehabilitated and returned to the wild. We will also have lunch at Sarris Café 
in Pelham. Cost of trip: $8.00 for van fee and Oak Mountain state park fees.

Thursday, September 21 - Senior Adult Council Meeting
10:00 AM, Small Dining Room. Come help make future plans and critique past trips 
and meetings of the SALT ministry. SALT is your ministry and Trinity needs your 
help in making it what you want it to be!

Tuesday, September 26 - MOVERS & SHAKERS Meeting
11:30 AM - 1 PM Fellowship Hall, Oxmoor campus. Enjoy a great meal prepared 
by Chef Bert for only $6.00! Our guest speaker this month will be Trinity’s own Julie 
Lynn Adams. She is the founder of the Overflow Foundation, an organization ded-
icated to keeping children off the streets during after school hours. Hear Julie Lynn 
tell her personal story of how God gave her a heart to do something special for these 
often overlooked children.

Van Drivers Still Needed! If you are under 70 and are available during the daytime, 
please consider becoming a van driver once a month for Lunch Bunch trips. SALT 
pays for your lunch and admittance fees to venues/events. Call Donna and sign up!

seasoned adults

fall Speaker Series
every wednesday night in september
Wednesday Evenings  |  6-7 PM  |  Room 219

Questions about SALT? 
Contact Donna Roose at 205-879-1737, droose@trinitybirmingham.com

SUNDAY:
9 & 11 AM Worship  |  10 AM Community Hour  
Oakmont Campus 914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Jack Hinnen  |   jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

September 6 Seasoned Adult Box Lunches & Bingo, 11:30 AM

September 9 Crop Drop Event, 7:30-11 AM

September 18 FoodShare Ministry, 3-5 PM

September 19 Trinity Men’s Dinner & Speaker, 6:30 PM 

September 19 UMW Circle 2, 10 AM

SEPTEMBER EVENTS

Coming Saturday, September 9! 
Crop Drop - We need 300 volunteers to help us 
sort thousands of pounds of leftover crop. Society 
of St. Andrew will drop 25,000 lbs of produce in our 
parking lot and we need YOU to help us sort and bag 
the produce for local organizations. (7:30-11 AM)

young adults Tuesday Evening Dinner Study
Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? 
If so, join us on Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM at the home of 
Mark & Lisa Elliott.  A free, home cooked dinner is served 
along with fellowship, study and door prizes!  For more info, 
contact Lisa at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com



trinitykids
September 14 - 16
Lil’ Lambs fall consignment sale
Lil’ Lambs is a consignment sale that provides gently 
worn clothing, toys, and furniture at reasonable prices. 
The proceeds from our fall and spring sales go to fund mission and outreach projects 
in our community, in our church, and abroad. Additionally, at the end of the sale all 
unsold items marked DONATE will be shared with Trinity’s Children’s Closet, serving 
families in need in our area, and My Child’s Closet, serving families who have fled 
abusive relationships, experienced disaster, or otherwise find themselves vulnerable 
and in need of clothing for their little ones.

Join us for our FALL SALE SEPTEMBER 14-16 in our Gym, 
entering in the doors by the playground on Manhatten Street.  

Sale Hours:
Thursday, SEPTEMBER 14  Preview Sale
    • Volunteers shop at 4 PM, with $5 entrance fee
    • Consigners shop at 5 PM, $5 entrance fee paid at registration
    • NEW! Public preview sale from 6-8 PM, with $5 entrance fee

Friday, SEPTEMBER 15        9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Saturday, SEPTEMBER 16    9:00 AM - 12:00 PM (many items half-price)

We would love to have you shop, volunteer and consign to make our sale a big success.

 [ www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/lil-lambs/ ]

ALSO! A class for new consigners will be held on August 30 at 5:45 PM in the 
Small Parlor, led by some veteran consigners!

SPARK!
Spark is a ministry for 4th and 5th grade students. It’s an awe-
some opportunity for students to fellowship with one another and 
spiritually deepen their relationship with Christ. Spark takes place 
in the Fellowship Hall at Trinity West Homewood from 5:45-7:00 PM. 
We’d love to see you there! Please register so we know you’re planning to attend: 
http://www.trinitybirmingham.com/sunday-nights/

2017-18 Spark Dates:
October 1    |    November 5    |    February 4    |    March 4    |    April 22

Ministry

Missions& outreach

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

Join us on Facebook: 
TrinityKids

For full details on all events listed above, log on to
www.trinitybirmingham.com/get-involved/

Questions about Trinity Missions & Outreach? 
Kristan Walker   205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

WELCOME CHERYL HINNEN
This month we welcome Cheryl Hinnen to our staff fam-
ily. Cheryl will work part-time as Outreach Coordinator, 
focusing on recruiting and coordinating volunteers for 
local and international service opportunities. Cheryl is a 
Deacon in the UMC and has been serving at East Lake 
UMC since 2006, most recently as their Associate Pastor. 
We are grateful to have such a gifted and passionate 
leader join our Outreach team. 

FALL CROP DROP (Trinity West Homewood campus)
On Saturday, 9/9 from 7:30-11 AM we will host a CROP DROP at 
our Trinity West Homewood campus. Society of St. Andrew will drop 

25,000 lbs of produce in our parking lot and we need YOU to 
help us sort and bag the produce for local organizations. 
This is a fun and easy family service project!

LIL’ LAMBS SALE DONATIONS
All clothing donations from our Lil’ Lambs consignment sale on Satur-
day, 9/16 will go to our Children’s Clothing Closet. We accept like new 
children’s clothing and shoes year round! Donations can be dropped 
off at either campus office.

FOODSHARE MINISTRY (Trinity West Homewood campus)
Volunteer with our FOOD SHARE ministry from 3-5:30 PM in the 

Trinity West Homewood Fellowship Hall on 9/18. We provide 
free food and household supplies to families in need. Donations 
of laundry detergent and paper products are always needed!

SEPTEMBER SEC FOOD DRIVE
Drop off your favorite shelf-stable food items in the Oxmoor campus 

2nd Floor Commons or the West Homewood Narthex. Dona-
tions during September will go to food pantries at Restoration 
Mission, Crumly Chapel, and Upper Sand Mountain Parish.

WEEKENED BACKPACK MINISTRY
Through this ministry we provide weekend meal packs 
to hungry children in both Homewood and West End. 
Contact Kristan Walker if you want to help deliver food 
packs on Friday mornings. Remember: Just $3.95 
will feed 1 student for a weekend and approx. $140 
will feed 1 student for the whole school year. Checks 
should be made payable to TUMC, MEMO: Backpacks.

SAVE THE DATE! HELP STOP HUNGER
On Celebration Sunday, 10/29, we will host Rise Against Hun-
ger (previously Stop Hunger Now) at both campuses. Trinity 
will pack 52,272 meals that morning...stay tuned for ways to 

9/16

9/18
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Friendly

9/9

Kid
Friendly

Kid
Friendly

SEPT.

10/29

Kid
Friendly

TRINITY BOOK GROUP - September 20, 6 PM
The Trinity Book Group is starting its 22nd year and you are invited to join! 
The group meets each month on the 3rd Wednesday evening of the month 
from 6-7 pm in the Small Parlor (1st floor). This month’s meeting will be 
September 20 and the book is Above the Waterfall by Ron Rash. 
Questions? Email Dane Smith at sdane@bellsouth.net.



Guests new to trinity?
If you are new to Trinity, we invite you to join us for 
NEXT STEPS. It’s a friendly membership track designed 
specifically for our guests and new members. 
At NEXT STEPS, you will meet pastors and staff, 
learn more about Trinity and our Methodist beliefs.

   Next
Steps
• Oxmoor Campus:   Every Sunday 10 AM in the Large Parlor
Questions about NEXT STEPS? Contact Jessica Lane
jlane@trinitybirmingham.com  |  879-1737

welcome!new members
Philip Gibson
2217 Chapel Road, Hoover 35226
Philip joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist Church. He works as an anaylst for Blue 
Cross & Blue Shield of Alabama.

Lee & Austin Boyd
2609 Cobble Hill Way, Vestavia Hills 35216
The Boyds joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination. They have a son, Wells 
(3 mo.).

Jennifer and John Wallace
603 Warwick Road, Homewood 35209
The Wallce family joined Trinity by vows from 
another Christian denomination. John is a civil 
engineer for B. H. Harbert and Jennifer is an accoun-
tant for Morton Properties. They have three children, 
JR (15), Parker (13) and Madeline (8).

Lauren and Allan Barnett
829 Sims Avenue, Mountain Brook 35213
The Barnetts joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination and by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. Allan is a sales executive 
for Karls Storz and Lauren is a creative director for 
Intermark Group. They have a son, Henderson (11 mo.).

Carol Jones
132 South Pointe Drive, Homewood 35209
Carol joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination. She is retired.

Dear Trinity Family,
When you hang bedroom drapes this week that 
you gleefully found at Tuesday Morning, then 
you know you are beginning to really settle into 
your new home! With your generosity, those 
drapes, modest appliances, paint and a list that 
goes on has been made possible by your love 
offering. Thank you kind and giving friends. 
Also, thank you for your loving support over 
the past 12 years in ministry and in my personal 
journey. Your prayers have been a part of my 
power source then and during my packing up 
and letting go of 34 years of ministry and 
moving away from my Trinity family.  

I am always eager to hear news of how and 
what Trinity is doing. Trinity is an exciting and 
powerful place to call home. You are so blessed!

With love, 
Suzanne Pruitt

4:30-6:00 PM
Fellowship Hall

$20.00 Family Maximum  (or) 
    - $6.00 per adult
    - $3.00 per child (9 and under)
    - $5.00 per senior adult (60+)
    - $5.00 Salad Bar

For weekly menus and to make 
a reservation online, visit:
www.trinitybirmingham.com

 

New worship service

q & A Session
Thursday, September 21

6 PM • wesley hall

You are invited to attend a Question and Answer Session for a 
New Worship Service that is coming to Trinity in 2018!

Trinity’s new associate pastor Christian Cheairs, and his wife 
Bianca, are at Trinity to start a new worship experience – 
with the goal of planting a thriving multiethnic church. 

On September 21, at 6 PM in Wesley Hall, Christian along with 
Brian Erickson, will be on hand to answer questions about the 

vision behind this exciting new ministry journey.
 

We invite you to come, learn more and get plugged in!
Questions? Contact Rev. Christian Cheairs at

ccheairs@trinitybirmingham.com.

Join Rev. Christian Cheairs for...

8 SESSIONS   |   REGISTRATION NOT REQUIRED



OXMOOR CAMPUS:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM 
OAKMONT CAMPUS:  Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM  •  Community Hour 10:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity
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important dates
September 4  Labor Day Holiday, Church office closed

September 7  MOMentum, 10:00 AM

September 9  Crop Drop, Trinity West 7:30 AM 

September 11  Administrative Board Meeting, 7:00 PM

September 15  Lil’ Lambs Sale, 9 AM - 2 PM

September 16  Lil’ Lambs Sale, 9 AM - 12 Noon

September 17  Town Hall Meeting, 10:00 AM

September 18  UMW General Meeting, 6:00 PM

September 19  Trinity Men Dinner, Trinity West 6:30 PM

September 20  Trinity Book Club, 6:00 PM

September 21  New Service Q & A, 6:00 PM

Trinity’s village of moms, MOMentum, will kickoff the new school year on Thursday, 
September 7 at 10-11:30 AM in the Small Parlor.  This group, open to moms of kids 
of all ages, will meet on the first Thursday of the month. A speaker will inspire 
the group on topics of parenting and faith and conversations will continue as we 
enjoy lunch together. Free childcare is provided. Lunch is served at 11 AM, $7.50 
per person (PayPal and Venmo accepted). To RSVP or be added to the email list 
contact Donya Traylor @ 205-999-4328 or donyamt@bellsouth.net.
9/7 SELF CARE FOR MOMS  With Special Guests:
Beth Shelburne, Fox 6      Postpartum Anxiety and Depression 
Angie Hartman, P.T.         Core Stability for Moms
Rebekah Laws, M.A., LPC  Motherhood Identity

September 7
10-11:30 AM

For more info or to participate,
mail Jenny Denson at
artinthelotTUMC@gmail.com.

save the date! Sat. October  7
8 AM - 3 PM  •  Trinity Large parking lot


