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50 UPCOMINGEVENTS

MINISTRIES

WED., APRIL 7 • BINGO
Noon at Trinity West Homewood: Join us for a mask-wearing good
time of bingo and fellowship. Don’t forget the fabulous prizes! *no
lunch served

Big thanks to our
Student Ministry
& Seeds Coffee!
Throughout the Lenten season, Trinity West partnered with Element
Student Ministry and Seeds Coffee to distribute free morning coffee
to our West Homewood neighbors. Our goal was two-fold – to
support a local West Homewood business and to express Christ’s
love to our neighborhood in a tangible way. Wow, was it a success!
We gave away over 300 cups of coffee, granting people a much
needed pick-me-up during their week. A big shout out to Robert
Sturdivant and our students for waking up so early to help us with
this incredible ministry. Also, a huge word of thanks to Seeds Coffee
for supplying the delicious coffee.
NEW IN-PERSON SUNDAY WORSHIP OPTIONS
Join us on Sunday mornings for worship and fellowship.
• 9 AM Online Worship - One Song, One Sermon
• 9 AM & 11 AM In-Person Worship (Sanctuary)
Space is limited so please make your reservation online at
www.trinitywesthomewood.com today!
• 10 AM Community Hour options
- - Faith Small Group (Fellowship Hall)
These wonderful individuals participate in in-depth Bible study, heartfelt fellowship, and active involvement in the life of the congregation.
- - Front Lawn Fellowship (Around the firepit area)
Led by Pastor Matt, this eclectic group explores the sermon text for
the day, along with prayer and singing.

WED., APRIL 14 • GROWING YOUR OWN FOOD
Noon on Zoom: Master Gardener Karen Mitchell will tackle the key
components to successful vegetable gardening whether you have space
in a yard, patio or balcony.
FRI., APRIL 16 • DOWNTOWN HOMEWOOD STROLLING TOUR
10 AM in front of Trak Shak: A brief 30-minute walking tour around
downtown Homewood. The tour will highlight history, current projects,
and things to come. *Weather permitting
MON., APRIL 19 • GIFTS ACADEMY: TRENDS IN MEDICARE
5:30 PM on Zoom: A presentation of basic Medicare education that
will cover topics of interest such as the “Donut Hole”, different types
of Medicare insurance products, and recent changes in Medicare.

APRIL 2021

Tidings Trinity United Methodist
Church (USPS 0641-120) is published monthly by Trinity United
Methodist Church, 1400 Oxmoor
Road, Birmingham (Homewood),
AL 35209-3998. Periodicals postage paid at Birmingham, AL.

VOL. 55 NO.4

POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to: Tidings, Trinity United
Methodist Church, 1400 Oxmoor
Rd., Homewood, AL 35209-3998

Contents

t
s
e
t
a
l
e
h
t
n
e
Op
issue of

HOLY WEEK & EASTER
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ART IN THE LOT
KIDS SUMMER ACTIVITIES
LENTEN OFFERING

Oxmoor Campus: 1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood • 205.879.1737 | Trinity West Homewood: 914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood • 205.942.4622
CARE LINE: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

NEXT STEPS

ON CALL #: 205.538.3682

trinitybirmingham.com/easter

Questions about 50+ Ministries or to RSVP for an event, contact
Julie Wright at 205-768-6089 or jwright@trinitybirmingham.com

United Methodist Women Upcoming Events
PRAYER PARTNERS - Attention ladies! Are you interested in being a prayer partner?
UMW’s Spiritual Growth Coordinator, Amy Schoenherr, is pairing women who want an extra
connection this spring. Your partner may be at a different life stage as you are, yet together
you can encourage, support, and pray for one another. To sign up or get more information,
please email Amy at akschoenherr@gmail.com.
What is UMW? The United Methodist Women at Trinity UMC are part of a global network
across the denomination focused on missions, spiritual enrichment and social action. UMW
turns faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, children and youth around the
world. Want to get involved or have questions about UMW? Contact Sarah Wessel at
umwpresident@trinitybirmingham.com.

Trinity is Seeking a Communications/Graphic Designer

914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Matt Andrews | mandrews@trinitybirmingham.com
www.trinitywesthomewood.com

TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

We are sad to announce that after 15 years, Haley Smith will be moving on to a
new adventure. We are thankful that the Smiths will continue to be a part of our
Trinity Family! Trinity is seeking a full-time Communications or Graphic Design
Professional for immediate hire. If you know of anyone that may be a good fit for
our church, please reach out to Laura Ellis at lellis@trinitybirmingham.com.
The complete job listing can be found at www.trinitybirmingham.com/careers.

youngadults
TUESDAY EVENINGS

SMALL GROUP STUDY, 7-8 PM ON ZOOM

EASTER at TRINITY

Are you in your 20’s or early 30’s? Not married? Out of college? If so, YOU are invited to join us on Tuesday nights on
ZOOM from 7:00-8:00 PM. For more information and link, please contact Lisa Elliott at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.

be a blessing
Wednesday Night Meals

Trinity’s Blessing Box - also known
as a Little Free Pantry - is located on
Seminole Dr. near the upper sidewalk and entry to the church building. This Box is a place where people can “take what they need, and
give what they can.” Volunteers are
currently needed to donate items
(non-perishable food items and
small toiletries), place them inside
the box and make sure the Box is
orderly when donating. Thank you
for helping! Visit our website to sign
up for a day to deliver items:
trinitybirmingham.com/serve

to Go!

Chef Bert and staff are here to help make dinner easier for you.
Place your orders by Monday at midnight and pick up at Trinity
on Wednesday between 4:30-5:30 PM (pick up Rain or Shine).
Pay online at time of order or bring a check with you to pick up.
No cash please. Ordering options: Feeds 2 - $15 / Feeds 4-6 - $30

Order online:

www.trinitybirmingham.com

Questions? Email hospitality@trinitybirmingham.com

TRINITY’S BLESSING BOX

Saturday, April 3rd

The Way of the Cross
Good Friday
April 2, 2021, 2:00 pm
Join us for this annual community tradition as clergy
from several churches in our neighborhood lead a
processional through Homewood reflecting on the
last hours of Jesus’ life.
We will process from Homewood Central Park
and end at Homewood Presbyterian Church as
we follow the cross, sing, and read scripture.

Traditional Easter Service | 5:00 pm, Sanctuary
• Ages 65+
• Registration will be available on our website

Sunday, April 4th
Trinity West Homewood Sunrise Service | 6:30 am, fire pit
• Registration not required
Element Student Ministry Sunrise Service | 6:30 am, Central Park
• Registration not required
Easter Service | 11:00 am, Waldrop Stadium
• Registration not required (check-in available on site)
• Masks and social distancing will be required
• Live stream will be available for those unable to attend

A Note from Pastor Brian
As the one year anniversary of the pandemic’s beginning has come and gone, it’s been
a time of great reflection for me, both on my own learning in these last twelve months
as well as the ways the church has been challenged to grow and adapt in this unusual
season.
As I’ve mentioned before, the guiding passage for me over these last several months
has been the scattering of the church in the book of Acts. Following the first Christian
martyr’s death, the persecution against the church ramps up in a dramatic way. This
tension is magnified by a famine that leaves people desperate to find resources and
keep their families fed.
While it’s not a perfect parallel, I think the challenges of that season in the life of the
early church, and the way the believers respond to those trials, offers some powerful
insight into the ways that we have been tested and tried in the last year. Their rhythms
and routines are undone, their way of life is taken away from them, they even find
themselves scattered from Jerusalem, well before the age of cell phones and social
media. I imagine they felt isolated and alone, and it’s not hard to believe that many
of them gave up hope for the church and its future.

Beginning Palm Sunday, March 28, come
experience an outdoor, in-person art walk
on the Oxmoor campus – reflecting on
Jesus’ last days.

MOM & ME: picnic at the botanical gardens

I invite you to join with me in praying for our beloved church, that we might continue
to grow—not just numerically, but spiritually—through every challenge set before us.
As we emerge from this difficult period in our history, let us be found more faithful,
more loving, more grounded in the One who is our constant, in times of plenty and in
times of pandemic.
With gratitude for all of you,
Brian

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR
berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

Maundy Thursday
April 1 l 6:00pm

- Live stream available online on
Facebook or Youtube

Good Friday

April 2 6:00pm
l

- Registration for in-person available
at www.trinitybirmingham.com
- Live stream available online on
Facebook or Youtube

• Art by Trinity Artist, Alice Elliott •

April 25 @ 1pm - Join us at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens for an afternoon of fun with our moms!
We will picnic together and paint some of the beautiful things we find. The paintings will be great, but the
time together will be even better! Watch Ms. Eleanor’s weekly email for registation details.

sumatanga meet up

are able to meet many folks

wonderfully made

Holy Week Services

Services are live-streamed on the Trinity
Facebook page located at:
www.facebook.com/trinityumcbirmingham
Click on the Videos tab. (Facebook account not required)

Parent Session: May 3, 7pm // 5th Graders: May 14, 6-9pm & May 15, 9am-12pm
Wonderfully Made is a weekend workshop for 5th graders to learn about human sexuality and its
intersection with faith. Over the course of the weekend, we will celebrate that we are wonderfully made
by God and called to respect our bodies and the bodies of others as God’s good creation. We will be
demystifying talk about bodies and sex in hopes of giving accurate information, laying a foundation for
wise choices, and opening lines of communication between kids and their parents/guardians. Watch Ms.
Eleanor’s weekly email for registation details.

SUMMER FUN, REgister now

Summer is coming, and we are currently registering our TrinityKids families for these awesome weeks in
the summer! Registration links are shared in Ms. Eleanor’s weekly email.
• VENTURE (Upsidedown Kingdom)
- June 7-10, For all children entering 4th-6th grade
• VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (Knights of North Castle)
- July 19-22, For all children entering 4K-3rd grade
• CAMP SUMATANGA
- Overnight Camp: Rising 4th-6th grades July 25-30 (Leader: Ms. Eleanor)
- Day Camp: Rising 1st-3rd grades July 26-30, (Leader: Ms. Cristin)
At this time, the complimentary bus to Sumatanga for Day Camp is full. Email Cristin Dedmon to be
placed on the waitlist (cdedmon@trinitybirmingham.com).
Join us on Facebook:

TrinityKids

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737 | echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

Services may also be found on the Trinity
YouTube channel located at:
www.youtube.com/trinityumcbirmingham

We are now including Appalachia Service Project as a Ministry Partner, in order to
provide relief for those in Eastern Kentucky who have been greatly affected by recent
flooding. This is a great way to directly meet the needs in that region!

It’s back! Presented by Trinity

May 1 @10am - Come hike at the best place on earth! Everyone is welcome to join us for a family hike
at Sumatanga. After our hike, we will have a special time for those that are attending day camp & overnight camp this summer to meet and get to know each other, too! Watch Ms. Eleanor’s weekly email for
registation details.

It’s already been said by much wiser voices than mine that we probably can’t “go
back” to the way things were before the pandemic, as much as we might nostalgically hunger for those seemingly easier days. Like the Israelites in the wilderness, it’s
easy to make Egypt seem better than it was when you are stuck out in the desert and
can’t quite see what’s coming next. But the promise of faith is that these seasons of
scattering can become times of trust-building, leaving us lighter on our feet and more
grounded in our souls.

• Traditional Worship at 8:30 AM
• Contact Worship at 10:45 AM

Thanks to your generosity, as of March 23, we have currently raised around $33,000.
Help us reach our goal of $60,000 by giving today! Give online at trinitybirmingham.
com, text to give at 205-235-6033 or mail a check to the church office, Memo: Lenten
Offering. (1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209)

In partnership with Trinity’s Music Department, these fun and
safe in-person groups continue this month! Sign up now - for
more info and to register, visit: www.trinitybirmingham.com/connect

Art by Laura Ellis

Join us for ONLINE Sunday worship services.

This Lent, Trinity Outreach invites you to support our 23 Ministry Partners by giving to
our Lenten Offering. These partners have been approved for support by our Outreach
Committee and collectively provide shelter, healthcare, education and loving community to the most vulnerable among us.

APRIL connect groups

You might even say that, without the difficulties of that season, the gospel would
never have spread like it did, even reaching places like Birmingham, Alabama. What
the world saw as the church’s end became—in the hands of God—a new beginning.

worship online

2021 LENTEN OFFERING

This art installation will feature scripture
and original art created by local artists
and will be located on the front lawn of
the Oxmoor campus.

But Jesus had declared, before his ascension, that his followers would eventually
carry the gospel beyond Jerusalem to the ends of the earth. We have no evidence they
ever tried this before persecution and famine sent them in every direction, but once
they leave the predictability of Jerusalem, they find the Spirit at work in all sorts of
surprising places. There is something about stepping out of our comfort zone that can
make us more sensitive to the presence of God, and that is certainly the case for the
early church.

As much as I would sometimes love a switch we could flip and undo all that’s
happened in the last twelve months to disrupt our way of life, no one can study
the scriptures and not see that God uses these times for transformation. All that is
required of us is that we allow it, that we pray for it, that we don’t resist the change
that He wants to work in each of us.

Missions& outreach

Holy Week Art Walk

Studio – ART

IN THE LOT

returns in April! This is a popular, fun, safe event where we
in the community. Come find
unique art in various mediums
from local vendors.

APRIL 24
9am-2pm
Large Parking Lot

1400 Oxmoor Road • Homewood, AL

Note: All services are archived on both
Facebook and YouTube – allowing you to
watch at any time that is convenient.

The combination of our two special offerings, Advent and Lent, has historically been
~$130,000, but in 2020 we received and distributed a record breaking $177,000.
Your generosity in 2020 allowed us to provide larger gifts to our Ministry Partners
during a time of great need.

RADIO BROADCAST

Another Sunday worship option is through our radio
broadcast. Our service airs weekly on Sunday morning
beginning at 9 AM on stations 1070AM and 99.5FM.
Also available on the iHeart Radio APP.

Trinity’s 2021 Ministry Partners:
Appalachia Service Project
Bundles of Hope
Cahaba Valley Healthcare
Church of the Reconciler
Community Church Without Walls
Community Furniture Bank
Community on the Rise
Disability Rights and Resources
Dream Garden
Family Promise
Firehouse
First Light

Fountain of Love, Fair Haven
Hall Kent RISE Summer Program
McCoy Adult Daycare
M-Power Ministries
PEER, Inc
Sumatanga
United Community Center
United Counseling
United Methodist Children’s Home
Upper Sand Mountain Parish
Urban Ministry

Questions about Missions & Outreach
Contact Kristan Walker at 205-879-1737 | kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com
To volunteer with Missions & Outreach
Contact Mary Liz Ingram at 205-879-1737 | mlingram@trinitybirmingham.com

Let us know you are in attendance!
Whether worshipping via radio or live stream, please
remember to use the online attendance & giving form
found at: www.trinitybirmingham.com/attendance

N ext

If you are new to Trinity,
we invite you to join us for
NEXT STEPS. It’s a friendly
membership track designed
specifically for our guests
and new members.
At NEXT STEPS, you will meet pastors and staff, and will learn
more about Trinity and our Methodist beliefs.

Steps

Sundays, APRIL 11 & 18 - 9:45 AM on Zoom
To sign up, please email Marie at mpasco@trinitybirmingham.com.

easter egg hunt

April 3 • 9 AM - 12 Noon at Trinity West homewood

We can’t wait to see you at our annual Easter Egg Hunt! There will be eggs to find, bunnies to pet, crafts
to make and people to see! We will register by family for 45 minute shifts to insure safe distancing and
enough supplies! Watch for registration instructions in Ms. Eleanor’s weekly Children’s Ministry email.

