
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
January 13, 2015 • Vol. 49  No. 2

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
UMW Event    3
Mission & Outreach   4
Student Ministry   5
Wednesday Supper   6
Calendar of Events   7

Where will you serve in 2015? 
The new Connect magazine is here! 
Watch your mailbox for a copy. 

As you read through the various minis-
tries at Trinity, you will find many ways 
to become involved in the life of the 
church. Additionally, you will see “Con-
nection Points” which are ways that you 
can serve others as part of the body of 
Christ. Each Connection Point matches 
a listing on the 2015 Time & Talent Card 
at www.trinitybirmingham.com.
 
Questions? Contact Laura Eanes at 
leanes@trinitybirmingham.com or
879-1737.

2015 Guide to Ministry

Congratulations Confirmands
The Confirmation class was confirmed in a special worship service at 4:00 PM on Sunday, 
January 11. Confirmands celebrated with Trinity’s pastoral staff, friends and family at a re-
ception after the service. The 2014-15 Confirmation class, along with their families, gives 
a BIG THANK YOU for the reception given in their honor by the parents of 2013-14 class.



“…if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For one believes with the heart and is 

so justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved.”
– Paul’s Letter to the Romans 10:9-10

It’s strange to me that the word “confession” can carry two seemingly opposite mean-
ings. On the one hand, we confess our sin, criminals make a confession for their crimes.  
But the word confession also is used to talk about what we profess to be our most sacred 
principles and values. When we confess our faith, we are announcing to the world what 
we believe.

The thing that holds the various definitions of confession together is that they all involve 
truth-telling. A confession, whether it’s on the lips of a criminal or a congregant, is an 
in-breaking of truth into a world that often settles too easily for lies. When we stand and 
join together in the creed during worship, it is like dropping an anchor in the midst of a 
churning ocean. We claim to believe in this truth, despite what the world outside may 
look like.

And Paul seems to believe that what we say will eventually become who we are. The 
truth doesn’t just shape the world into which it is spoken, it shapes the speaker. The 
confession we proclaim will eventually become the belief of our hearts. This is why the 
Christian faith has always placed such a high priority on testimony – it’s not enough just 
to think it in your head, you have to say it out loud.

Last night at the confirmation service we welcomed 46 young men and women into the 
full life of the church. One by one, they stepped into the chancel area, surrounded by 
family and friends, and knelt down at the altar. Andy asked each of them if they would 
take up the solemn vows their parents made for them at their baptism – and one by one, 
they spoke their faith out loud.

As we prayed for each kneeling confirmand, I found myself overcome by the thought of 
what God might do through each of them. Even though the service was the culmination 
of months and months of preparation and study, it felt very much like a commissioning 
– more a beginning than an end. We weren’t there just to recognize what they had gone 
through together, or even the many folks who had helped to shape their faith into what 
it is today. We were also there to send them forth into the world, the latest in a countless 
cloud of witnesses called on to confess Christ for the sake of the world.

It begins with a word. A confession of our hope. A proclamation of the truth. But it never 
ends there. Because those holy words of faith are never content to just stay on our lips.  
Eventually, they will find their way to our hearts.

Come join us on Sunday for a little group confession.

PERSONAL WORD

INFORMATION FOR GUESTS & NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow 
people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world 
and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – TRADITIONAL services in 
the sanctuary, offering same sermon and a variety 
of music.
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM  – CONTACT – a relaxed, 
informal, service in Wesley Hall featuring music 
from the CONTACT Band, children are encour-
aged to attend. 

• 10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 yrs. and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.
Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in 
the large parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This 
is a time to meet the pastoral staff, ask questions 
and learn more about the core values and mission 
of Trinity. We also encourage you to attend “Mem-
bership 101,” a basic orientation prior to joining 
Trinity. It is offered on the second Sunday of each 
month. Questions? Call 879-1737.

Andrew Wolfe - Senior Minister
Brian Erickson - Senior Minister Designate 
Nathan Carden - Minister of Outreach, Contact
Suzanne Pruitt - Minister of Christian Formation 
Bobby Scales - Minister of Pastoral Care
David Thompson - Minister of Students

• Church Office:  879-1737  /  Fax:  868-9714
• Care Line:  868-9709
• Child Development Center:  879-1749

JANUARY 11 - ATTENDANCE
 2,177 • Total Worship Attendance
 1,092 • Traditional   |  635 • Contact

450 • Confirmation Service
920 • Sunday School Attendance

SERMON 
Rev. Brian Erickson

Series: “Hey Neighbor!”
• 

MUSIC
8:45 AM - Praise Alliance,

Trinity Orchestra, Kristen Sharp 
11:00 AM - Sanctuary Choir,

Trinity Orchestra, Kristen Sharp
•

MINISTER ON CALL
Bobby Scales, 746-4547

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 2015
8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sanctuary

The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast 
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays

on WAPI-1070 AM.

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL, Rev. Nathan Carden

Sermon Series: “Hey Neighbor!”
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DOLORES HYDOCK has been telling stories 
since she was five years old, when she won a 
prize in a local storytelling contest in her Penn-
sylvania hometown. She continues to tell stories, 
combining her love of language with wit and en-
ergy that bring sparkle to the stories she shares. 
One reviewer said, “She talks with her hands. And 
her elbows. And her shoulders. When she speaks, 
she’s literally irrepressible.”

Dolores has been a featured teller at the National 
Storytelling Festival in Jonesborough, TN and 
at other festivals, concerts, and special events 
through the United States. Her storytelling travels 
in 2015 will take her to Louisiana, Virginia, and 
Oregon, but Birmingham is home.

“Heartwarming tales of wit and intelligence...”
– Mary Colurso, Birmingham News

•
For more, please visit: www.storypower.org

Finding the Sacred in 
Everyday Life

Dolores Hydock
with Storyteller

T R I N I T Y ’ S  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  W O M E N  P R E S E N T S

Saturday, February 7
9 am - 1 pm

Treat yourself to a faith-lift  at a 
Saturday morning spiritual spa. 

Take a break from the noise and worries of the world

and find the sacred in everyday life with stories that will 

uplift your smile muscles, 

massage your soul, 

exercise your emotions, 

stretch your imagination, 

and strengthen your spiritual core. 

Tickets are $22 
includes box lunch 

REGISTER ONLINE 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/

umw-presents-a-spiritual-spa-morning/

Tickets are also available in the church office. 879-1737

NURSERY RESERVATIONS, please email
Barry Smith at bsmith@trinitybirmingham.com. Proceeds support missions for women and children.

A Spiritual Spa Morning

Trinity’s United Methodist Women is an inclusive group of Christian women who work together to better know God and to 
serve His Kingdom. There is something for everyone! For more information, contact the church office at 879-1737 or email 
UMW President, Cel Bailey, at umwpresident@trinitybirmingham.com.
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MISSION & OUTREACH
MEALS ON WHEELS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
The Homewood Meals on Wheels program is in need of volun-
teers beginning in January! This is a very fulfilling and reward-
ing mission. The open delivery days are the 2nd Wednesday 
of each month and the 3rd Friday of each month. If you are 
interested, or if you’d like more information, please contact 
Judy Keenum at 942-4614 or 835-4487.

Questions about Trinity’s mission and outreach efforts? 
Contact Rev. Nathan Carden at 879-1737 or email 
ncarden@trinitybirmingham.com.

Thank you to the many adults, youth and children that joined together during the Sunday School hour on Sunday, Decem-
ber 28 for Trinity’s Blanket the City with Hope event. More than 250 people gathered in the Fellowship Hall to enjoy some 
intergenerational fellowship, connect to the story of the Magi, and to serve our homeless neighbors by making tie fleece 
blankets. The handiwork of your prayerful service was delivered to Church of the Reconciler on January 8, just in time for 
the cold snap that endangered our neighbors without a home. Special thanks to Carrie, Annalise and Robert Carter for 
delivering our blankets and cards to COR. We were thrilled by the turnout and enthusiasm and are excited to plan our next 
intergenerational service event soon!

Fleece blankets delivered to our 
neighbors downtown at 

Church of the Reconciler
Trinity member Carrie Carter and her children delivered a cart full

of Trinity-made fleece blankets to COR last week.

YOUNG ADULTS!
Are you in your 20’s (ish)?  

Are you out of college?  Are you not married?  
Are you interested in a small group study?  

If so, join us on Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM at the home 
of Mark and Lisa Elliott. 

(4168 Memorial Park Circle Hoover, AL 35226)

JANUARY 6, 13, 20 & 27
Study will be led by Rev. Brian Erickson

A free home cooked dinner is served at 6:30 PM. 
Questions? Contact Lisa Elliott at 879-1737 or 

lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.

Find us on Facebook • Trinity United Methodist Church, Homewood 

Follow us on Twitter • @TrinityBHM



student ministry
weekly update

www.elementstudentministry.com

Here is what is happening at Element this week:

SUNDAY NIGHT LIVE, 1/18. This Sunday is our first SNL of 2015, and our 6th 
grade students will be joining us! We will be discussing our theme “Hey, Neighbor” 
and will hear a challenging message. SNL is full of fun skits, videos, games and 
some amazing worship. We hope your student will join us this Sunday Night, 
January 18, from 6-8 PM. Bring $3 for dinner.

DISCOVERY WEEKEND REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN! Discovery Weekend 
is March 6-8, 2015. The TIME 2015 website has launched and we’re celebrating 
it with our January Super Early Bird Price. Right now, middle school student cost 
is just $60 and high school students cost is only $35. Volunteers can also sign up 
now, too! To register for TIME 2015, go to http://elementdiscoveryweekend.com.

PRAYER BREAKFAST, TUESDAY MORNINGS. This is a fantastic way to start 
Tuesdays, and it is only $3. Be in the cafe at 6:30 am to enjoy a delicious breakfast 
and hear a great devotional. We will have a bus to take students to school after we 
are done so they do not have to walk in the cold! 
 
ELEMENT CAFE, TUESDAY & THURSDAY FROM 3-5:30 PM. This month, our 
specialty item is hot chocolate! Come hang out with our staff, grab a snack, and play 
some games. All candy, chips and drinks are only 50 cents! Element Cafe is always 
a fun time had by all, we hope your student will join us this week!

FUSION!  Most Fusion groups started back last week. Keep a look out for a notifica-
tion from your student’s Fusion leaders. If your student is interested in joining a 
Fusion group, please contact Ryane Clayton (RClayton@TrinityBirmingham.com) for 
high school groups, or Tori Tenniswood (TTenniswood@TrinityBirmingham.com) for 
middle school groups.
Note: 6th Grade Fusion Groups will begin the week of January 21. If your student is 
interested in joining one, please email Tori as well!

SUMMER 2015 MISSION TRIPS. Our student ministry will be taking 3 major 
mission trips during the summer. 
- ARM MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP, July 19-24 (space still available) 
http://elementstudentministry.com/arm/

- SOS HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP, July 5-11 (space still available) 
http://elementstudentministry.com/sos/

- PANAMA INTERNATIONAL MISSION TRIP (high school ages)
June 21-28 (registration will open soon – limited space available)

As always, if there is anything that we can do to better reach your student, please 
let us know. Remember, we want to partner with you in helping your student grow 
in their relationship with Christ.

David Thompson
dthompson@trinitybirmingham.com
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• iPads Needed •
Are you looking for a place to donate your first 
or second generation iPad?  Look no further! 
The SonShine Ministry team is hoping to ac-
quire 2 or 3 iPads for our children and youth. 
We will put your technology to amazing use 
in this new ministry! Please contact Jeanne 
Baswell  or Eleanor Christiansen at 879-1737 
if interested.

 

$20.00 Family Maximum  (or)  
    - $6.00 per adult
    - $3.00 per child (9 and under)
    - $5.00 per senior adult
    - $5.00 Salad Bar option

menu january 14
ADULTS: Chicken parmesan, tossed 
green salad, garlic toast, cookie  
KIDS: Pizza, fruit, milk, cookie

menu january 21
ADULTS: Country fried steak, mashed 
potatoes, green beans, roll, cookie 
KIDS: Hamburgers, tater tots, fruit, 
milk, cookie

Please let us know you are coming! 
Make a reservation online at 
www.trinitybirmingham.com

food & fellowship

4:30-6:15 pm
fellowship hall

Launching of the SonShine Ministry
Trinity announces the launching a new ministry that focuses on 
serving our children with special needs. 

SonShine Ministry has three goals: to welcome every child with 
the radical love of God, to support families that have a child with 
special needs so that they may continue to grow in the love and 
knowledge of God, and to enrich the lives of volunteers as they 
serve the children with special needs in our community.  

We will be in ministry with kids during both the 10 am Sunday 
School hour and 11 am worship hour. In addition to assisting 
children in their Sunday School classroom, a new space, the 
SonShine Room is now available as an alternative space for the 
children during the 11 am services. It is located near the 2nd floor 
commons in Room 229.

We are welcoming participants from interested families now and 
are eager to launch this new ministry on January 18. If you are 
interested in serving on the SonShine Ministry team, please con-
tact Eleanor Christiansen or Jeanne Baswell at 879-1737 for 
more information.

PACESETTERS
JANUARY 27 - PACESETTERS LUNCH
You are invited to join us for this month’s lunch on Tuesday, January 27 
at 12:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. - Featuring Arch Duncan
Call Amy at 879-1737 for reservations if you are not on our call list.
Are You Ready For Puzzles For The Eye? Come experience the magic 
of Arch Duncan & Scooter. Arch is a former teacher at Homewood High 
School and member of Shades Crest Baptist Church.  Arch says, “One of 
the first entertainment gigs I did as a youngster was at my home church. 
It wasn’t very long but I was hooked on entertaining and presenting the 
gospel message as I entertain with illusions or puzzles for the eyes. What 
a privilege to represent our Lord in this way.”  If you enjoy wholesome 
entertainment guaranteed to produce hearty laughter, then you will love 
Arch Duncan. Arch promises good, clean, wholesome, fun-packed enter-
tainment with a Christ centered emphasis. 

TRINITY TRAVELERS - WEST COAST TOUR, SUMMER 
Save the date for our big trip to the Pacific Northwest and California, 
July 6-13, 2015. Some of the highlights of this trip include: Seattle, 
Mount St. Helens Visitor Center, Portland, Columbia River Gorge, Port-
land Spirit River Cruise, Newport, Bandon State Natural Area, Redwood 
National Park, Eureka, Avenue of the Giants, and San Francisco. 
For details, contact Amy Lewis at 879-1737.

For more info on any Senior Adult event, please contact Amy Lewis at 
879-1737 or alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.



IN MEMORIAM
Margaret Duncan                             January 7

We extend our love and sympathy:
• to Carrie and Richie Thayer on the death of 
her grandmother, Phyllis Viehe, on Jannuary 5, 
2015. She was the great-grandmother of Mary 
Marshall and Charlie Thayer. 
• to Colin and Lauren Dean, Rebecca Paul 
and Drew Paul on the death of their grandfa-
ther, William B. Paul, on January 6.
• to Shelley and Jeff Schneider on the death of 
her mother and to Meg Schneider on the death 
of her grandmother, Margaret Duncan, on 
January 7.

CONGRATULATIONS
• to Scott and Amy Kleback on the birth of 
their daughter, Adelyn Rae Kleback, on 
December 15.
• to Michael and Erinn Schmit on the birth of 
their son, Theodore William Schmit, on 
December 28.
• to Darren and Ashley Jones on the birth of 
their daughter, Merrill Crawford Jones, on 
January 3. Proud big brother is Barrett Jones 
and proud big sister is Caitlyn Jones.

CFT Craft Room–143
FSR Fireside Room–145
CONF Conference Room–220
SANC Sanctuary
FHALL Fellowship Hall

LIB Library–218
NAT Not at Trinity
LP Large Parlor
SP Small Parlor–105
HAVEN Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL Mouat Chapel
MS Music Suite–132
WHALL Wesley Hall
SDR Small Dining Room
FLC Family Life Center

IN THE HOSPITAL
CHILDREN’S:                               Noah Vick
UAB:                                       Peggy Williams
 

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK
Sunday - January 18 

8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC 

11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
6:00 PM Element - HAVEN
8:00 PM 6th Grade Lock-in - HAVEN
Monday - January 19
5:15 PM Finance Comm. Mtg. - SDR
6:00 PM Admin. Board Dinner - FHALL
7:00 PM Admin. Board Mtg. - WHALL
Tuesday - January 20
6:30 AM Element Prayer B’fast - Haven
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
11:00 AM Trinity Singers Lunch - SDR
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & GYM
6:30 PM Young Adults (20’s) - NAT
6:30 PM Young Adults (30’s) - SDR

Wednesday - January 21
4:30 PM Wednesday Supper - FHALL
5:00 PM Kids Bells & Chimes - Rm. 225
5:30 PM Music in Motion - various
6:00 PM Children’s Choirs - various
6:00 PM Adult Studies - various
6:00 PM Trinity Book Group - SP
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir practice - MS
Thursday - January 22
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & GYM
Friday - January 23
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
Saturday - January 24
9:00 AM Flower Workshop - SANC
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Interested in learning to arrange flowers? Now is a great time to join 
Trinity’s Flower Guild as we are hosting our annual flower arranging

 workshop on Saturday, January 24 beginning at 9 AM. 
If you would like to come and see if this is where you would like to serve at 

Trinity, contact Mayre Parr at 822-3527 or mfparr@bellsouth.net 
for more information.

Flower Workshop, January 24

As of December 31, 2014
GENERAL BUDGET          MONTH:        YTD: 
Given Month to Date:     $555,488    $3,334,967
Avg. Needs to Date:        $285,890    $3,399,286 
Balance/shortage:            $269,598      $(64,319)

CAPITAL DEBT RETIREMENT: 
Gifts to Date:      $134,580

Christmas Gift of Joy Offering:          $52,788

Note from the Treasurer: Questions about church 
finances-income or expense? If you wonder how 
funds are received or expensed, the financial 
books of Trinity are open to any member. 
Contact Ann Neptune at 879-1737 or email
aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Weekly Radio Broadcast Sponsorships Available
Remember or honor a loved one by sponsoring the radio broadcast of the 

8:45 AM service that airs each Sunday from 9-10 AM on WAPI 1070 AM. 
– The radio broadcast depends on weekly sponsors

in order to keep Trinity’s services on the air. –
•

For details and more information on radio sponsorship, 
contact Lisa Elliott at 879-1737 or lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.



Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished weekly, except Christmas 
week, by Trinity United Method-
ist Church, 1400 Oxmoor Road, 
Birmingham (Homewood), AL 
35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER:  Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

SUNDAYS at Trinity:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM

Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood  •  Our Mission:  To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209  •  205.879.1737  •  Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com


