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son treasure island
Vacation Bible School is next week!

July 21-24
Don’t miss Trinity’s VBS adventure...come to 
Son Treasure Island and discover God’s love!

VBS is for children who have completed 3K-2nd grade. 
It will be held July 21-24 from 9 AM - 12 Noon.

Volunteers still needed!
4 teachers and 1 music helper

Contact Mary Gardner, gardnermp@yahoo.com.

We look forward to spending four fun-filled days
learning about God’s love. 

You may register your children on Monday morning (7/21) in the 
breezeway located outside of the main Sanctuary.

Questions? Please email Carrie Carter at 
carriercarter@bellsouth.net

Summer at Trinity is filled each 
week with different activities for 
kids. From art camp to 
basketball camp, there are 
camps scheduled from June - 
August. See inside on page 4 
for more details on upcoming 
activities, there is still time to 
sign up!

Kids Camps

Daddy Day Camp

This one day event provides Trinity kids a chance to experience Camp 
Sumatanga and anticipate summer camp when they are older,  while having fun 
with Dad.  For more info, contact Jeanne Baswell at 879-1737.

REGISTER NOW!  www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/summer-programs/

This Saturday, July 19

An outdoor experience for young children and their dads atCamp Sumatanga!

9 AM - 5 PM  (Completed 5K-3rd grade)  $35



SERMON
Dr. Andrew Wolfe

 •
MUSIC

8:45 & 11:00 AM 

BJ Underwood, Norton Dill, Scott Robertson

• 
MINISTER ON CALL 

Bobby Scales, 746-4547

PERSONAL WORD

information for guests & new members
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow 
people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world 
and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – TRADITIONAL services in 
the sanctuary, offering same sermon and a variety 
of music.
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM  – CONTACT – a relaxed, 
informal, service in Wesley Hall featuring music 
from the CONTACT Band, children are encour-
aged to attend. 

• 10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 yrs. and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.
Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in 
the large parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This 
is a time to meet the pastoral staff, ask questions 
and learn more about the core values and mission 
of Trinity. We also encourage you to attend “Mem-
bership 101,” a basic orientation prior to joining 
Trinity. It is offered on the second Sunday of each 
month. Questions? Contact Karen Smith at 
ksmith@trinitybirmingham.com or 879-1737.

Andrew Wolfe - Senior Minister
Brian Erickson - Senior Minister Designate 
Nathan Carden - Minister of Outreach, Contact
Suzanne Pruitt - Minister of Christian Formation 
Bobby Scales - Minister of Pastoral Care
David Thompson - Minister of Students

• Church Office:  879-1737  /  Fax:  868-9714
• Care Line:  868-9709
• Child Development Center:  879-1749

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL, Rev. Brian Erickson

JULY 13 - ATTENDANCE
 1,227 • Total Worship Attendance
627 • Traditional   |   600 • Contact

724 • Sunday School

SUNDAY, JULY 20, 2014
8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sanctuary

The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast 
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays

on WAPI-1070 AM.

One of the critiques that gets leveled against Christian worship is that we tend to 
say the same things over and over again every week. We recite the same creed, 
we offer the Lord’s Prayer week in and week out. In a culture that’s obsessed 
with newness and spontaneity, Christian worship can seem like a dinosaur, 
lumbering along with its antiquated habits.

When I was in seminary, I was assigned to help out with pastoral care duties 
in an Alzheimer’s ward. It was one of the most powerful experiences I’ve ever 
had, caring for patients as they slipped out of their own awareness, and trying to 
support families as they lost connection with their loved ones.

There was a patient named Jane who finally slipped into a coma a few weeks 
after I began my ministry there. We had visited on a couple of occasions when 
she was still alert, and I knew that she didn’t have any family left, so I tried to 
make it by her room whenever I could.

Jane had grown up in a little Methodist church in rural Georgia, and spent her 
entire life, from infancy to old age, worshipping in the same pew. Her memories 
of her childhood had been strongest just before she fell into that deep sleep, and 
she was able to share some wonderful stories about growing up in that 
congregation.

A few days after the onset of her coma, a nurse on her floor came to find me.  
“Come and see Jane,” was all she said.

We walked into that room together, and I expected a miracle. I expected to see 
Jane sitting upright and lucid, speaking as she had only a few weeks before.  
But when we walked in, she looked the same. Her eyes were closed, she wasn’t 
moving, no change from the last time I saw her. I looked at the nurse, puzzled, I 
said, “What did you want me to see?”

“Listen to her,” she said.

I stepped up closer to the bed, and could now see that Jane’s lips were barely 
moving. I leaned down to hear what she was whispering, and I heard familiar 
words.

…Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done…

For the final days of her life, Jane said the Lord’s Prayer over and over again.  
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•  LUNCHES NEEDED FOR URBAN KIDS!
Urban Kids is a part of Urban Ministry, a United Method-
ist Social Service Agency located in the West End area of 
Birmingham. Their mission is to provide a safe environ-
ment; build supportive relationships; produce healthy 
interactions; foster high levels of engagement; and show 
academic improvement. We need volunteers to provide a 
lunch, AUGUST 4-8, for 35 children and adult volunteers 
for the Urban Kids summer ministry. For more informa-
tion about how to meet this need or to schedule your SS 
class or Small Group, please contact Kay & Ken Stalnaker 
at klstalnak@gmail.com.  

•  THURSDAY, JULY 17 - Family Promise 
(Formerly Birmingham Hospitality Network) 
Annual Fundraiser
The Family Promise Annual Fundraiser Reception and 
Silent Auction will be held on July 17 at Workplay (500 
23rd Street South). Doors open at 6:00 pm. There will be a 
buffet dinner, and a silent auction, followed by a live auc-
tion. Valet parking is available. The cost is a $40 donation. 
Please contact Rachael Abercrombie at 205-542-1305 for 
more info.

•  THURSDAY, JULY 17 - Reconciler Banquet for 
the Homeless
The Church of the Reconciler invites you to its annual fun-
draiser banquet on Thursday, July 17 at 6 pm at Vestavia 
Hills UMC. All are welcome! Tickets are $50/person and 
all proceeds benefit Reconciler and it’s ministry with the 
homeless. Doors open at 5:30 pm, event starts at 6 pm. 
The banquet will also feature a silent auction with art 
pieces from our community as well as local artists, and 
all proceeds benefitting Reconciler. To purchase tickets, 
please visit: www.churchofthereconciler.com

For questions about any Trinity mission, please contact 
Rev. Nathan Carden at ncarden@trinitybirmingham.com 
or call 879-1737.

MISSION & OUTREACHPERSONAL WORD CONTINUED...

Her mind had left her and her memory was wiped 
clean. She had no words of her own.  

But the prayer she had rehearsed a thousand times in 
that country church stayed with her, embedded in her 
even deeper than her own memories.

I love new things as much as the next person. But 
there is something to be said for words that shape us 
over time, like drops of water wearing down stub-
born stone. I hope you’ll be with us this Sunday as 
we recite the same old words again, in the hope that 
one day, when everything else is stripped away, all 
that will be left of us is prayer.

Rev. Brian Erickson
Senior Pastor Designate

Last week, 150 students and 40 adults from Element 
Student Ministry participated in SOS 

(Service Over Self ) in Memphis, TN.  SOS is a non-profit 
Christian camp that hosts volunteers throughout 

the year to work with inner city homeowners to make 
homes warmer, safer and drier in the name of Christ. 

SOS 2014 Service Over Self
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Attention Rising 6th Graders
CONFIRMATION 2014-15

 
Letters went out to all 6th grade parents with information about 
our upcoming Confirmation program that begins on Sunday, 
August 24. The letter explains what Confirmation is in the UMC, 
outlines the parent volunteers that are needed, lists the meeting 
schedule, along with other pertinent information.  

If you did not receive this letter, please contact Amy Mezzell at 
amezzell@trinitybirmingham.com or 879-1737. 
We do not want to miss anyone!

Kids Camps & Activities
Questions about camps or summer dates? Contact Children’s 
Ministry at 879-1737 or jbaswell@trinitybirmingham.com.

Daddy Day Camp:  July 19

Vacation Bible School: July 21-24

Art Camps:   July 28-Aug 1  &  Aug 4-8
 
Basketball Camp 2:    July 28-Aug 1

Venture:    August 4-6

To register, visit:
www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/summer-programs/

Basketball Camp at Trinity
July 28 - Aug. 1

Register now! Or, students can sign up the first 
day of Camp between 8-9am in
Trinity’s GYM.

Full & Half Days available
Boys & Girls ages 6-13

For more info contact:
Coach Paul Brown
(205) 240-1135

Pictured ABOVE:
Sixty-four members of Boy Scout 
Troop 97, sponsored by Trinity, left for 
Camp Sequoyah on Sunday, July 6. 
The troop is one of the biggest in the 
Greater Alabama Council. They posed 
for a photo just before departure.

Boy Scout Troop 97



Here is what is happening at Element this week:

LUNCH CLUB  Lunch Club meets Tuesday from 11-2pm.  At 11:15am, we will load 
up buses and get food from local fast food places and bring the food back to Trinity for 
fun and fellowship. This is an easy and fun way to get your student out of the house 
during the summer. Students need to bring $5-10 for lunch. 
 
SUNDAY NIGHT ELEMENT AT THE PARK  We hope your student will join us 
this Sunday night, July 20 from 6-8pm for Element in the Park. We will meet at Home-
wood Central Park at 6pm to hang out, play frisbee or kickball, have a time of worship, 
and a lesson from one of our summer interns. Students are encouraged to bring their 
own food to the park for dinner. We will NOT be providing any food.

ARM MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP  Our ARM mission team will head off 
to Tuskegee this Wednesday afternoon. Please meet on the west side of the church 
(gym-side) at Noon with luggage ready. We are so excited to see how God is going to 
use these students and adult leaders to reach those in need in Tuskegee. If you have 
any questions about the trip, email David (dhayes@trinitybirmingham.com).

HIGH SCHOOL DISCOVERY WEEKEND 
ONWARD is just one month away! August 16-17 All 
high school students are encouraged to participate in 
this life-changing weekend. HS Discovery is at Camp 
Springville. Students need to register ASAP to reserve 
a spot. You can register your student at www.high-
schooldiscovery.com. Email Robert at rsturdivant@
trinitybirmingham.com if you have any questions.
(IMPORTANT NOTE: If your student is a peer helper at 
Homewood High School, we realize there is a leader-
ship training on that Saturday, August 16. Please still go 
ahead and sign your students up. We will have a bus 
take all peer helpers from Trinity’s parking lot to Discov-
ery on Saturday night at 6:00pm.)

ELEMENT LEADERSHIP TEAM INFO MEETING – We had a wonderful 
turn out on Sunday morning for the leadership team informational meeting. We will 
repeat this meeting for all other students interested in leadership team this Tuesday, 
July 15 at 2 pm (following Lunch Club). Students who attended on Sunday DO NOT 
have to attend this meeting on Tuesday. 

As always, please let me know if there is anything I can be doing to better connect 
with your student.

In Christ,
David Thompson
dthompson@trinitybirmingham.com

student ministry
weekly update

www.elementstudentministry.com
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Who?
Completed 3rd - 5th grade students

What?
Three awesome nights designed 

especially for older
elementary students to venture 

into God’s word with fun music, Bible 
stories, service activities 

and recreation.

When?
August 4-6

Mon-Wed 6:00 - 8:30 pm 
(Dinner will be served)

Where?
Trinity UMC

Cost: $10
 

Register your child now!
Forms available online at

www.trinitybirmingham.com

For questions or to volunteer to help, 
contact Jeanne Baswell 

at 879-1737 or
jbaswell@trinitybirmingham.com.

3rd-5th graders!



Trinity UMC Young Professionals
New study begins July 22
Are you in your 20’s? Not married? Out of  college? 
If  so, we would love for you to join us on Tuesday nights 
beginning on Tuesday, July 22 at 6:30 PM.

At the home of  Mark and Lisa Elliott
4168 Memorial Park Circle, Hoover 35226

Free home cooked dinner, fellowship and study.
Email Lisa for more info: lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com

Don’t forget 
your name tag...
on Sunday mornings or anytime 

you are attending or representing 

Trinity! This is a great way to 

provide hospitality to our guests, 

and to help us get to know one 

another better. If you don’t have 

a name tag, contact Marie Pasco 

at 879-1737.

pacesetters
• JULY 30 - JERUSALEM at the McWane Imax Theater. Vans leave Trinity at 10:30 AM. Cost is $7.00.
JERUSALEM takes audiences on a visually stunning tour of one of the world’s oldest and most beloved cities. Destroyed 
and rebuilt countless times over 5,000 years, Jerusalem’s enduring appeal remains a mystery. What made it so important to 
so many different cultures? How did it become the center of the world for three major religions? Why does it still matter? 
Join us to view this film.
 
• AUGUST 13 - SAVE THE DATE! We will continue the Hallelujah Trail with a trip to North Alabama.

KITCHEN CLOSED IN JULY - NO SENIOR LUNCH ON TUESDAYS

For more information on any Senior adult event, contact Amy Lewis at 879-1737 or email alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.

TRINITY MEN
and the Birmingham Barons...

fun for the whole family!

Join us for these games:
JULY - Saturday 7/19 - 6:30 pm

AUGUST - Sunday 8/17 - 6:00 pm

Email prestonwfoy@gmail.com
Reservations required 3 days 

prior to game day.

July 13, 20 & 27
CONTACT WORSHIP SERIES
WESLEY HALL • 8:45 & 11 AM
REV. BRIAN ERICKSON
TREY HILL, WORSHIP LEADER
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As of July 13, 2014
Regular reporting:
GENERAL BUDGET:             MONTH   
Month to Date Revenue                                $118,922
Monthly Needs to Date                         $142,945
Balance/Shortage                          ($24,023)

Capital Debt Retirement / month               $4,650
Capital Debt Retirement / to date            $47,237

Note from the Treasurer: 
Questions about church finances, income or ex-
penses? If you wonder how funds are received or 
expensed, the financial books of Trinity are open 
to any member. Contact Ann Neptune at 879-
1737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

treasurer’s report

take note

CFT Craft Room–143
FSR Fireside Room–145
CONF Conference Room–220
SANC Sanctuary
FHALL Fellowship Hall

LIB Library–218
NAT Not at Trinity
LP Large Parlor
SP Small Parlor–105
HAVEN Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL Mouat Chapel
MS Music Suite–132
WHALL Wesley Hall
SDR Small Dining Room
FLC Family Life Center

in the hospital
ST. VINCENT’S EAST:      Maurice Neptune 

highlighted events this week
Sunday - July 20 

8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
10:00 AM Short Term Studies - various
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC 

11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
8:00 PM Men’s Basketball - GYM
Monday - July 21
6:30 AM Trinity Men Small Group - SDR
8:00 AM Senior Exercise Class - FHALL
9 AM-Noon   VBS - various

Tuesday - July 22
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various 

9 AM-Noon   VBS - various
6:30 PM Young Adults (20’s) - NAT
Wednesday - July 23 

9 AM-Noon   VBS - various
6:00 PM Men’s Bible Studies - various
Thursday - July 24
8:00 AM Senior Exercise Class - FHALL 

9 AM-Noon   VBS - various
12:00 PM VBS Program - GYM
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Nursery Volunteers - July 20 & 27
7/20: Laura & Matt Feld, Carrie Garrette, Brad Hillsmier
7/27: Meredith Daniel, Caroline Davis, Laura Fleming, 

Mandy Hillsmier, Laura Vinson
To volunteer, please contact Barry Smith at 879-1737,

email nurseryvolunteers@trinitybirmingham.com.

PLEASE NOTE:  Tidings publishes each week on 
Tuesday (except for the week of Christmas). The 
deadline for submitting information to be included is 
on Thursday, the week prior to the publish date. Please 
submit info via email to Haley Smith at hsmith@
trinitybirmingham.com. Tidings is delivered to the 
printing company each Monday at Noon. It is printed 
and mailed on Tuesday afternoon. Should you not 
receive your copy in a timely manner, please contact 
your postal carrier. The online version of Tidings 
is available each week on Tuesday at: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/news/tidings

Did you know Trinity now has two coffee 
options on Sunday morning? Along with 
our free coffee on 3rd floor, we now offer 
gourmet coffee and cappuccino for just 
$1 per cup in the 2nd floor commons area. 
Served Sundays from 8:30 - 11 AM.

Coffee
& Cappuccino

per
cup

$1

Save the Date! AUGUST 21...UMW Spaghetti Supper
Leave the cooking to UMW on Thursday, August 21
3:30-6:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall
Take out or dine in - $8 per plate (3 courses)
Proceeds go to missions supporting women and children.

H

Save the dates! 
Grow Sunday

August 10  •  Youth
August 17  •  Children

August 24  •  Adults

Grow with us!

H

H



PARKING NOTICE: 
Trinity members and guests should NOT 
park in the All Saints’ lot near Oxmoor Rd. 
Also, please do not block the dumpsters or 
areas that are marked as NO Parking zones. 
Note that the small parking lot is reserved for 
handicapped, elderly, and families with small 
children on Wednesday evenings and Sunday 
mornings. 

Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished weekly, except Christmas 
week, by Trinity United Method-
ist Church, 1400 Oxmoor Road, 
Birmingham (Homewood), AL 
35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER:  Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

SUNDAYS at Trinity:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM

Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood  •  Our Mission:  To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209  •  205.879.1737  •  Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Trey and Sarah Novara
1776 Old Creek Trail, Birmingham, AL 35216
The Novaras joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination. Trey works in finance 
and Sarah is a resident at UAB. They have a son, 
Thompson, who is 2 months old.

Interested in Membership? Join us the first Sunday of every month in the 
large parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This is a time to meet the pastoral 
staff, ask questions and learn more about the core values and mission 
of Trinity. We also encourage you to attend “Membership 101,” a basic 
orientation prior to joining Trinity.  It is offered on the second Sunday of 
each month. Questions? Contact Karen Smith at 879-1737, ksmith@
trinitybirmingham.com.

Lucie Kimanie  (not pictured)
326 Lake Heather Reserve, Birmingham, AL 35242
Lucie joined Trinity by vows from another Christian denomination. 
She works as a nurse at HealthSouth.


