
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
March 3, 2015 • Vol. 49  No. 9

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
Lenten Info      3
Egg Hunt    4
Student Ministry   5
Jen Hatmaker Event   6
Intro to Methodism   7
Calendar of Events   7

Lent

Soul 
Keeping

See inside for Lent details,
special events & information.

This is
YOUR

DISCOVERY WEEKEND 15

Discovery is this weekend

March 6-8
Register your student today!

It’s not too late, visit:
elementdiscoveryweekend.com
See inside on page 5 for more details!



There are amazing things going on in 
this church pretty much every day. For 
example, this weekend, we will welcome 
hundreds of students to Discovery Week-
end as our student ministry proclaims the 
gracious love of God. This past week, 
we baptized two adult believers (and 
some beautiful baby girls), and a young 
adult Sunday School class spread out all 
over the city to take communion to our 
homebound members. Wherever you 
look, there are stories of hope and faith in 
this place.  

But in a church the size of Trinity, the 
other reality is that someone is always 
hurting. In a congregation this large, 
it is inevitable that there are marriages 
coming apart, deaths of loved ones, and 
dear friends lingering in the hospitals. I 
am mindful that every time we gather on 
an ordinary Sunday morning, someone 
among us is carrying an extraordinary 
burden.

One of the most humbling privileges of 
being a pastor is to be invited into those 
sacred spaces where suffering seems to 
have won the day. It’s in those places, 
where no sermon can undo the sickness, 
and words seem worthless, that I am 
reminded of why Jesus had to become 
human. I am sure God could have found 
another way to save us, a more remote 
form of redemption, but instead He sent 
Emmanuel, God with us. Not to answer 
our every question, not to wipe away 
every fear or doubt, but to make it clear 
we would never be alone.

When we are at our best as the Body of 
Christ, we carry each other’s burdens – 
we cannot take them away, but we can 
stand alongside those who hurt and let 
them know that they do not suffer alone.  
The most literal definition of compas-
sion is “to suffer with,” and I think this is 
probably the greatest gift we could offer 
one another – not to pretend we have an-
swers, not to treat suffering as a problem 
to be solved, but to simply climb down 
into the pit of despair with our broth-
ers and sisters, and stubbornly refuse to 
leave. Sometimes our presence is the best 
proclamation of all.

We have a little boy in our congregation 
named Shepard, who is in the hospital 
as I write this note to you. His parents 
discovered last week that he has a tumor 
on his kidney, and in a matter of days, 
their world has been turned upside down.  
God has given Shepard amazing parents, 
strong brothers, and a wonderful family. 
God has also given this beautiful little 
boy a wisdom and maturity that easily 
outpaces any other four year old I know 
– you can see it in his eyes. Even in the 
pain, there is provision.

But four year olds should not have cancer.  
Frankly, neither should forty year olds or 
anyone else. We live in a broken world, 
a world that does not mirror God’s heart, 
and my pastoral temptation is to search 
for an explanation of why things like 
this even happen. But then the words of 
Romans 8:26 echo in my ear, a reminder 
that we don’t even know how to 

INFORMATION FOR GUESTS & NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow 
people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world 
and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – TRADITIONAL services in 
the sanctuary, offering same sermon and a variety 
of music.
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM  – CONTACT – a relaxed, 
informal, service in Wesley Hall featuring music 
from the CONTACT Band, children are encour-
aged to attend. 

• 10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 yrs. and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.
Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in 
the large parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This 
is a time to meet the pastoral staff, ask questions 
and learn more about the core values and mission 
of Trinity. We also encourage you to attend “Mem-
bership 101,” a basic orientation prior to joining 
Trinity. It is offered on the second Sunday of each 
month. Questions? Call 879-1737.

Andrew Wolfe - Senior Minister
Brian Erickson - Senior Minister Designate 
Nathan Carden - Minister of Outreach, Contact
Suzanne Pruitt - Minister of Christian Formation 
Bobby Scales - Minister of Pastoral Care
David Thompson - Minister of Students

• Church Office:  879-1737  /  Fax:  868-9714
• Care Line:  868-9709
• Child Development Center:  879-1749

MARCH 1 - ATTENDANCE
 1,575 • Total Worship Attendance
1,057 • Traditional   |  518 • Contact

911 • Sunday School Attendance

SERMON 
Dr. Andy Wolfe

Sermon Series:“Soul Keeping”
• 

MUSIC
8:45 AM - Children’s Handbells, 

Scott Brooks, Men’s Chorus
11:00 AM - Children’s Handbells, 

Scott Brooks, Sanctuary Choir
•

MINISTER ON CALL
Nathan Carden, 863-0765

SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 2015
8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sanctuary

Third Sunday of Lent

The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast 
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays

on WAPI-1070 AM.

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL, Rev. Nathan Carden

Sermon Series: “Soul Keeping”

Traditional: 1057
Contact: 518
Total: 1575

PERSONAL WORD
The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 

but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.
Paul’s Letter to the Romans, 8:26
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CHURCHWIDE STUDY – Most adult Sunday School classes are studying this 
year’s Lenten theme book Soul Keeping by John Ortberg. If you do not currently 
participate in a Sunday School class, you are invited to attend a Soul Keeping Study 
that meets in Wesley Hall, 10-10:40 AM, every Sunday of Lent. Class is ongoing and 
will conclude 3/29. Contact Carrie Thayer at cthayer@trinitybirmingham.com with 
any questions or for more info.

Lenten Study Continues...

LentSoul Keeping

outreach lenten speakers
During the five WEDNESDAY EVENINGS leading up to Holy Week, we 
will highlight mission work around Birmingham and beyond, that Trinity 
sponsors financially and with volunteers. Speakers will present in the Fellow-
ship Hall from 6:15-7:00 PM.
• March 4 –  Church of the Reconciler, Matt Lacey

• March 11 –  United Methodist Children’s Home, Rebecca Morris & Liz Kindred

• March 18 –  Firehouse Shelter, Doug Kovash

• March 25 –  International Justice Mission, Scott Adams 

habitat lenten build  March 14
Trinity is joining with other faith communities this Lent for “Building on 
Faith 2015”– a home build with Habitat for Humanity. The home will be built 
with the Mary Sanders Family. Trinity’s dedicated work day is March 14. 

steeple 2 steeple run  March 21
On Saturday, March 21 at 8 AM, Trinity is participating in Steeple 2 Steeple, a 
unique point-to-point 5K that takes runners/walkers through both Homewood 
and Mountain Brook as they make their way from Trinity UMC to Canterbury 
UMC. The run will benefit the United Methodist Children’s Home. To sign up 
or for more info, visit www.steeple2steeple.com.

Opportunities to Serve & Givepray as we should, for there are spaces in 
this life where our words can’t begin to 
say what we need them to. But the Spirit 
is born in our speechlessness, stepping in 
for us with holy sighs to fill our silence.  
Our work, then, is just to stand beside, to 
suffer with, to listen. To be there.

As you say your prayers this week, pray 
for all our hurting brothers and sisters, 
and I would also consider it a personal 
favor if you would spend some time on 
your knees for Shepard and his family.  
Even if you don’t know what to say.

In the name of the One who never leaves 
us alone,

Brian Erickson

( PERSONAL WORD Continued )

Weekly Radio Broadcast 
Sponsorships Available

Remember or honor a loved one by 
sponsoring the radio broadcast 

of the 8:45 AM service that airs each 
Sunday from 9-10 AM 

on WAPI 1070 AM. 

We need you... 
The radio broadcast depends on 
weekly sponsors in order to keep 

Trinity’s services on the air. 

For details and more information on 
radio sponsorship, contact Lisa Elliott 

at 879-1737 or email
lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.



PACESETTERS
BRIDGE PLAYERS WANTED!
Where: Trinity UMC Family Life Center
When:  Any Tuesday and/or Thursday
We are looking for men and women who enjoy Bridge, 
at any level. This is social Bridge. Welcome beginners!

APRIL 10-12 - EUFAULA SPRING PILGRIMAGE
Experience Southern hospitality at its finest when you 
visit Eufaula, Alabama during its 50th Annual Pilgrim-
age on April 10-12. We will enjoy an open-air art exhibit, 
gardens, afternoon teas, candlelight tours, musical enter-
tainment and more. Watch Tidings for more info!

For more info on any Senior Adult event, contact Amy 
Lewis at 879-1737 or alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.
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July 13-16
KIDS SUMMER CAMPS & ACTIVITIES

Register Today!
www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/summer-programs

Log on for a full list of summer camps, dates and 
registration forms. Forms are also available in the 

Children’s Ministry Office. 
Questions? Contact Eleanor Christiansen at 

echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

VBS Save the Date!

Thursday Morning Bible Study 
Group to continue with a new 
study, “The Best Yes.” 

The current Thursday morning “Broken 
& Blessed” study will begin a new study, 
“The Best Yes” by Lysa Terkeurst on 
March 12. The study is open to anyone 
who would like to participate!

The study will be on Thursday mornings 
at 9:15 AM. (Begins March 12)
 
“The Best Yes” by Lysa Terkeurst – 
There is a difference between saying 
yes to everyone and saying yes to God. 
This study will help you to overcome the 
agony of difficult choices by embracing a 
wisdom-based decision process.

To register, or for more inforation, con-
tact Carrie Thayer at 879-1737 or email
cthayer@trinitybirmingham.com.



 

$20.00 Family Maximum  (or)  
    - $6.00 per adult
    - $3.00 per child (9 and under)
    - $5.00 per senior adult
    - $5.00 Salad Bar option

menu march 4
ADULTS: Spaghetti, green beans, garlic 
bread, small salad, cookie  
KIDS: Pizza, fruit, cookie, milk

menu march 11
ADULTS: Baked potato bar, chili or 
brunswick stew, small salad, corn bread, 
cookie  
KIDS: Corndogs, french fries, fruit, cookie

Please let us know you are coming! 
Make a reservation online at 
www.trinitybirmingham.com

food & fellowship

4:30-6:15 pm
fellowship hall

student ministry
weekly update

www.elementstudentministry.com

Here is what is happening at Element this week:

DISCOVERY WEEKEND is this weekend, March 6-8 - You can help 
us prepare for the weekend by going online and registering your student today.  
IMPORTANT: IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO SIGN UP FOR DISCOVERY!!! If you need 
us to reach out to your student to personally invite them to Discovery, then please let 
us know. It is our desire that EVERY student get a chance to participate in this life 
changing weekend. Please go ahead and register them online. The earlier you regis-
ter the easier it makes it for us to prepare for each and every student. So please, 
take a few minutes and sign your student up right now. Visit the website today and 
sign up at: www.elementdiscoveryweekend.com.

EVERY STUDENT IS WELCOME AT DISCOVERY - Every student is 
welcome to attend Discovery weekend. We also have scholarships available for stu-
dents who are unable to pay at this time. Many times people ask what is Discovery 
Weekend? Please pass along this video link so they can get a better understanding 
of the importance of Discovery in teenagers lives. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1QvpgPnu0I

DISCOVERY LIVE STREAM - During Sessions 1-4, these services will be 
streamed online LIVE! Parents, we hope that this can be a great opportunity for 
you to be connected during the weekend if you are not able to be here, as well as a 
great tool to share with others what is going on during Discovery! The following link 
will take you to our Live Stream Page. Please save this link and share it with your 
friends and family! First session starts MARCH 6 at 7:25 PM.
BIT.LY/ELEMENTLIVE

ELEMENT CAFE - Element Cafe is this week on Tuesday and Thursday from 
3-5:30 PM. We will be selling NACHOS during the month of March! This is a won-
derful alternative to going home and being bored. Come hang out with us, grab a 
snack, plays some games and hang out with our staff and friends. All candy, chips 
and drinks are only 50 cents!

ARM MISSION TRIP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED -  ARM is full... but if your 
student is interested in going, email David Hayes at dhayes@trinitybirmingham.com 
to place them on the waiting list. This year’s trip will be July 19-24. The total cost will 
be $235, and there is a deposit of $100 due at registration. Those who have already 
registered, please turn in your deposit ASAP to reserve your spot!
We STILL need more adult volunteers for this trip! If you are willing to be an adult 
leader on ARM please email David Hayes at dhayes@trinitybirmingham.com.

As always, if there is anything that we can do better to reach your student, please let 
us know. Remember, we want to partner with you in helping your student grow 
in their relationship with Christ.

David Thompson
dthompson@trinitybirmingham.com
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• TCDC •
Substitute Teachers Needed
Calling those who have an inter-

est in Early Childhood Education!  

Trinity Child Development Center 

is in search of caring adults who 

are interested in substitute teach-

ing in our center, Monday - Friday.  

Please contact Kim Wood for 

more information 205-879-1737, 

kwood@trinitybirmingham.com  

VBS Save the Date!
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IN MEMORIAM
We extend our love and sympathy:
• to Will and Nancy Vandervoort on the death 
of his mother and to Lucy and Andrew Mor-
ris on the death of her mother, Martha Smith 
Vandervoort, on February 28.
• to Jason and Molly Heathcock on the death 
of his grandfather, Otis Kyle Stewart, on 
February 28.
• to Gary and Dona Green on the death of his 
father, George Green, on February 28.

As of February 28, 2015
Regular reporting:
GENERAL BUDGET:             MONTH   
Month to Date Revenue                               $247,893
Monthly Needs to Date                                $309,752
Balance/Shortage                                        $(61,859)

Capital Debt Retirement / month             $16,277
Capital Debt Retirement / to date            $24,883

Note from the Treasurer: 
Questions about church finances, income or 
expenses? If you wonder how funds are received 
or expensed, the financial books of Trinity are 
open to any member. Contact Ann Neptune at 
879-1737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

TREASURER’S REPORT

CONGRATULATIONS
• to Charlie and Angie Hartman on the birth of 
their daughter, Sydney Lane Hartman, on Febru-
ary 23. Proud big brother is Miller Hartman.
• to Hugh and Anne Lyle Harris on the birth of 
their daughter, Anne Frances Harris (Francie), on 
February 24.
• to Pat Farrell on the birth of her great-grand-
son, Ty Brooks, on February 28. Proud parents 
are Nick and Chandra Brooks.
• to Andy and Lauren Gwaltney on the bap-
tism of their daughter, Adalyn Rose Gwaltney, 
on March 1.
• to Alan and Sarah Elizabeth Brandt on the 
baptism of their daughter, Stella Jane Brandt, on 
March 1.

CFT Craft Room–143
FSR Fireside Room–145
CONF Conference Room–220
SANC Sanctuary
FHALL Fellowship Hall

LIB Library–218
NAT Not at Trinity
LP Large Parlor
SP Small Parlor–105
HAVEN Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL Mouat Chapel
MS Music Suite–132
WHALL Wesley Hall
SDR Small Dining Room
FLC Family Life Center

IN THE HOSPITAL
ST. VINCENT’S:                       Lisa Hapgood
BROOKWOOD:                       Beverly Jones
UAB:                                          Lorain DeVito
CHILDREN’S:                      Shepard Nations
 

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK
Third Sunday of Lent - March 8 

8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
10:00 AM Soul Keeping Study - WHALL
10:00 AM Membershio 101 - LP
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC 

11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
4:00 PM Discovery Closing - GYM
4:00 PM NO Youth Handbells
4:30 PM Cross & Flame Choir - MS
6:00 PM Adult Handbells - Rm. 225
6:00 PM Adult Studies - various
Monday - March 9
6:30 AM Trinity Men - SDR
5:30 PM Finance Meeting - SDR
6:15 PM Admin. Board Dinner - FHALL
7:00 PM Admin. Board Meeting - WHALL
Tuesday - March 10
6:30 AM Element Prayer B’fast - Haven
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL

10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
11:00 AM Trinity Singers Lunch - SDR
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & GYM
6:30 PM Young Adults (20’s) - NAT
6:30 PM Young Adults (30’s) - SDR
Wednesday - March 11
9:00 AM Yoga - Rm. 304
4:30 PM Wednesday Supper - FHALL
5:00 PM Kids Bells & Chimes - Rm. 225
5:30 PM Music in Motion - various
6:00 PM Children’s Choirs - various
6:00 PM Adult Studies - various
6:15 PM Outreach Speaker - FHALL
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice - MS
Thursday - March 12
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
9:15 AM Adult Studies - various
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & GYM
Friday - March 13
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
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• Who is John Wesley?
• What do Methodists believe?
• How is Methodism different from  
  other denominations?

New members, new Christians or 
those who want to know more about 
Methodism…get answers to these 
questions and more.

Join us to learn about Methodist 
history, theology and practice.

Led by Dr. Andy Wolfe

Sundays
March 15

March 22

March 29

Small Dining Room
1st Floor

10 AM (Sunday School hour)

Join us for one or all three sessions. 
Registration not required. 
Contact Laura Eanes at 879-1737 or 
leanes@trinitybirmingham.com 
with any questions.

Intro to Methodism

TRINITY STUDIO, Opens March 12
Trinity is re-opening the doors of the old Craft Room and will have our first 
open paint/sketch night on Thursday March 12 from 6-8PM. Bring your own 
materials (all mediums welcome!), bring a friend, and the fellowship and 
creative inspiration will be provided for free! All Artists or Soon-to-be-
Artists are welcome. 



Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished weekly, except Christmas 
week, by Trinity United Method-
ist Church, 1400 Oxmoor Road, 
Birmingham (Homewood), AL 
35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER:  Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

SUNDAYS at Trinity:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM

Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood  •  Our Mission:  To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209  •  205.879.1737  •  Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

HOW CAN YOU SERVE THIS WEEK? 
Check out WEEKLY CONNECT for ways that you can plug 

in to ministry today… simple sign-ups available now. 
Log on to:  http://bit.ly/TUMCvolunteer 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Nathan and Jennifer Hart
2637 Paden Place, Vestavia 35226
The Harts joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination and by transfer from 
another United Methodist Church. Nathan is 
sales director for American Health Imaging and 
Jennifer is a teacher at Bragg Middle School.

LISTEN TO SERMONS ONLINE 
Weekly sermons from both traditional and Contact 

worship services are available on the church website at: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/worship/sermons/


