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Dear Church –
    I write to you a few hours after Discovery 2014 
has finished. I am tired, my body aches and we still 
have so much to clean up. But the overwhelming 
feeling that I have right now is thankful. I am   
     thankful for the 515 students that participated in  
        the weekend. I am thankful that I got to take
             a moment out of Discovery to officiate a 
marriage ceremony for a former Trinity student. I 
am thankful for the hundreds of adult volunteers 
who pour out countless hours preparing. I am 

thankful for the college students who come back 
every year to serve as leaders because of what 
Discovery meant in their lives. I am thankful for 
the opportunity to prepare 20,000 meals for the 
people of Haiti. I am thankful for the parents and 
young adults willing to stay the night at the church 
with the mid-highs. I am thankful for the Sunday 
school classes that opened up their spaces and 
who served meals. I am thankful for the thousands 
of dollars given by the church in scholarships for 
students. I am thankful for our parent coordinators 

(continued on page 3)

515 students that participated in Discovery Weekend, March 7-9.



In his book Awake My Soul, Timothy Jones reminds us that in God’s economy, the 
worldly things convey rumors of the otherwordly. “The visible advertizes the invisible.” 
There is some truth to the saying “I can worship God best in nature.”  The Psalmist 
exclaims, “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows forth his 
handywork (19:1).”  The visible world can serve to reveal God.

This fact says something about the way we pray.  Jones says that his prayer times have 
become more connected to sight and touch, even taste. He will brew a cup of tea and 
light a small candle he has placed on the table beside his chair. “I like the concreteness 
of striking the match and touching it to the wick.” He quotes Brother David Steindl-Rast 
who says that “the very act of lighting the candle is prayer.” The sight of the flame helps 
to direct one’s attention. By giving off it’s light the candle sets apart this space and place 
as a place of prayer. And when he finishes, Jones prays this: “O Lord, shine your light on 
my path and guide me today.”

As part of out Lenten journey this 
year, the church is providing vo-
tive candles for you to take home 
to serve as a visible aid to prayer, 
along with a bookmark which pro-
vides a guide to prayer and a daily 
Bible verse connected to our Lenten 
theme, “Practice Makes Perfect.”    

May the light of Christ shine in your hearts and direct your path in this season.

SERMON
Dr. Andrew Wolfe

Practice Makes Perfect: PRAYER
• 

MUSIC
8:45 AM - Sanctuary Choir,  

William A. Gardner Handbells
11:00 AM - Praise Alliance, 

William A. Gardner Handbells
 • 

MINISTER ON CALL 

Bobby Scales, 746-4547

PERSONAL WORD

information for guests & new members
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow people in 
Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – Traditional services in the sanctuary, 
offering same sermon and a variety of music.
•8:45 & 11:00 AM  – CONTACT – a relaxed, informal, 
service in Wesley Hall featuring praise music from the 
CONTACT Band, children are encouraged to attend. 
•10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 years and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.

Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in the large 
parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This is a time to meet 
the pastoral staff, ask questions and learn more about the 
core values and mission of Trinity. 
We also encourage you to attend “Membership 101,” a 
basic orientation prior to joining Trinity. It is offered on the 
second Sunday of each month. Contact Rev. Drew 
Holland at dholland@trinitybirmingham.com or call 
879-1737 with any questions.

Andrew Wolfe – Senior Minister
Suzanne Pruitt – Minister of Christian Formation
Drew Holland – Minister of Welcoming Ministries       
                              and Young Adults
Nathan Carden – Minister of Outreach, Contact
David Thompson – Minister of Students
Bobby Scales – Minister of Pastoral Care & Visitation

•Church Office:  879-1737,   Fax 868-9714
•Care Line:  868-9709
•Child Development Center:  879-1749

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL, Rev. Nathan Carden

Practice Makes Perfect

SUNDAY, MARCH 16, 2014
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sanctuary

The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast via 
15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays

on WAPI-1070 AM.

Full Communion is offered during Lent following all Sunday traditional worship services in the 
Sanctuary at 9:45 AM and 12:00 PM. Communion will also be offered throughout Lent during the 
Contact services at 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM in Wesley Hall.

holy communion during lent



From our earliest days of piano lessons, baseball, art classes, or theatre, 
this phrase echoes in our memories through the voices of teachers, 
coaches and parents. Their wisdom and experience taught us that no 
matter our area of interest, it wasn’t just enough to have the desire to 
achieve excellence. They insisted that mastering an instrument, sport, 
stage character or artistic technique is only possible through diligent at-
tentiveness and rote repetition. They were right. And what was true at 8 
years old we know to be true at 80 years old – practice makes perfect.

Our theological forefather John Wesley called our lifelong process of 
growing in grace, “Christian Perfection.” During this Lenten season, we 
recognize that “practice makes perfect” for our Christian journeys, indi-
vidually and as a community. If we are to become the people God created 
us to be, we must do more than dream or desire. We must put our faith 
into practice. The late Anglican minister, Reverend John Stott, once said 
“Holiness is not a condition into which we drift.” When we practice our 
faith through time-tested spiritual disciplines, the Holy Spirit works in co-
operation with our initiative and we are transformed. Over time, through 
practicing holy habits, we begin to notice that we extend forgiveness more 
easily, have compassion more naturally, seek justice more passionately, 
and embody peace more consistently.

During this Lenten season, Sunday morning worship services in the 
Sanctuary and in Contact will focus upon a different spiritual discipline 
each week. At the conclusion of each worship service, we will offer simple 
guides for how to practice the respective discipline that week. We trust 
that when the Holy Spirit can make use of our initiative and discipline, 
spiritual practices will help us reflect God’s image in us more perfectly.

“Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who 
is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good plea-
sure.”  - Philippians 2, Apostle Paul

practice makes perfect

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT
March 9          Fasting                                                           
March 16        Prayer                                                             
March 23        Service                                                           
March 30        Accountability                                             
April 6             Worship                                                         
April 13           Study                                                             

SUNDAYS 8:45 & 11:00 AM 
Sanctuary Worship  Dr. Andy Wolfe 
Contact Worship  Rev. Nathan Carden 

lenten worship and sermon series

holy communion during lent

Catherine Walker and Nancy Hale. I am thankful 
for my amazing youth staff David Hayes, Robert 
Sturdivant, Ryane Clayton and Tori Tenniswood, who 
have worked 65+ hours a week for the last month 
preparing for this weekend. I am thankful to serve a 
church that doesn’t put a limit on God. It would be 
easy to sit back and say “it’s too big” or “those aren’t 
‘our’ kids” (statements that I hope God never says) – 
but instead Trinity says “YES!” Our church responds 
with, “let’s make it happen, let’s reach beyond our 
walls, let’s fulfill the Great Commission, let’s wel-
come those who are or look different and let’s make 
sure they feel KNOWN by the church and most of 
all KNOWN by God”. I am thankful.  Because of this 
church, hundreds of students have grown in their 
faith, they have served those in need and they have 
come to understand what it means to be a part of 
the body of Christ. So thank YOU!

But most of all, I am thankful to serve a God who 
cares about me and who cares about you. I am 
thankful to serve a God who desires a relationship 
with us, and a God who showed up in amazing ways 
over these last 48 hours. Discovery is an amazing 
thing to witness, but the real treasure happens when 
you get to be a part of God’s amazing handiwork.  
So thank you, church.

David Thompson
Minister of Students

(continued from front page)
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Trinity’s Way of the Cross is a series of unique paintings, created by Trin-
ity artists, that portray Jesus’ journey to the cross.  These paintings provide 
a way to enter into His journey in an act of devotion and worship. During 
the Lenten season, the Way of the Cross paintings hang in the Sanctu-
ary. Devotional guides may be found in baskets at the Sanctuary entrance 
doors. Guides are available for both adults and children – and may be used 
by individuals or groups. Through this devotional practice, we join with 
Christ’s journey for us. These paintings and the devotional guide may also 
be found online. Please visit www.trinitybirmingham.com.

way of the cross
  paintings

A Labyrinth visually resembles a maze, but is actually quite different. It is 
not a puzzle to solve and there are no dead ends. It is a pathway that we 
walk physically toward the center, and then out again. This experience mir-
rors our prayerful journey we take inward to know our truest selves and 
ultimately to encounter God in prayer. This ancient Christian tool helps us 
experience the presence of the Holy Spirit in fresh and meaningful ways.

Our Lenten worship theme of “Practice Makes Perfect” is a fitting time 
to take advantage of our beautiful Prayer Garden and Labyrinth. 

During Holy Week, the week leading up to Easter Sunday, we will 
offer a special come and go prayer experience in our Prayer Garden 
on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday evenings from 5-8 PM.

A special Lenten prayer guide will be provided to lead you through the laby-
rinth. The prayer garden will be lighted and soft music will be playing. We 
will also have a kneeling station where you may light candles for specific 
prayer needs. While the labyrinth is intended for individual personal reflec-
tion, we encourage families to experience it together. Adults can model and 
encourage their children to seek God and offer prayers for themselves and 
others. We hope that you will take advantage of this beautiful space and 
practice as we prepare for Easter weekend.

holy week prayer garden services
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RESURRECTION CROSS and  
BUTTERFLY RELEASE
Participate in a Trinity Easter tradition and bring fresh flowers and green-
ery from your yard to decorate the “living cross” on the front lawn of the 
church on Easter morning before worship. During the Sunday School 
hour, elementary children and their Sunday School classes will release 
butterflies on the front lawn near the Resurrection Cross. This is also a 
Trinity Easter tradition that signifies and celebrates new life.

For a complete listing of Trinity’s Lenten services 
and special events, log on to:
www.trinitybirmingham.com



LENTEN OFFERING - The cross of Jesus Christ is made up of two intersecting beams, 
one vertical and one horizontal. If we allow the Lenten season to serve as a time of spiri-
tual check-up for us, the directions of these two beams become symbolic of our reconcili-
ation with God (vertical), and our reconciliation with our neighbor (horizontal). Through 
the power of the cross of Jesus Christ, we can be fully reconciled to both. Our Lenten 
worship theme this year emphasizes growing in relationship with God through spiritual 
disciplines. Our Lenten offering this year provides us all with an expression of how we can 
be reconciled with our world. Because God has blessed our church, we have a calling to 
help others in Jesus’ name. Each gift that you give will go to help our neighbors beyond 
our church walls in the greater Birmingham area with food, housing, healthcare, and edu-
cation. In a few weeks, Trinity members will receive a letter about this special offering with 
an envelope included. Gifts directed to this offering can be made any time during this Holy 
Season. As you prayerfully consider your gifts, be reminded of the words of the Apostle 
Paul from 2 Corinthians 5:18: “This is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation.”

PANAMA MISSION TRIPS,  JUNE & JULY 2014 - We invite you to be a part of 
our covenant with Panama. Two trips are planned for this summer: June 21-June 29 and 
July 19-27. Cost of the trip is approx. $1300. Ggroups will be working with missionary, 
Rhett Thompson, on projects including unskilled construction work. There is also oppor-
tunities for dental professionals to work in a fully equipped dental clinic. For more details, 
watch Tidings, or contact Brittany Arias at barias@trinitybirmingham.com, 879-1737.

 
food & fellowship

$20.00 Family Maximum  (or)  
    - $6.00 per adult
    - $3.00 per child (9 and under)
    - $5.00 per senior adult
    - $5.00 Salad Bar option

Please let us know you are coming! 
Make a reservation online at 
www.trinitybirmingham.com.

MENU - March 12:
• ADULTS: chicken divan, steamed 
rice, green beans, salad, cookie 
• KIDS: hot dogs, chips, fruit, 
cookie, milk

MENU - March 19:
• ADULTS: spaghetti, green beans, 
garlic bread, salad, cookie 
• KIDS: pizza, fruit, cookie, milk

• Menu subject to change.

HELP NEEDED on
Wednesday nights! 
For Wednesday Supper, we

need someone to be in charge of 
washing trays, glasses and silver-

ware from approx. 5-6:30 PM.  
No hand dish washing required.

• We also need someone to take up 
money from approx. 4:20-6:15 PM. 
• We could also use 2 more people 

to commit to one Wednesday a 
month to serve dinner. We start 
serving at 4:30 and are finished 

serving by 6:15 PM.  
For more details and to volunteer, 

contact Sara Boehme at 305-8721 
or sara8464@yahoo.com.
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On Saturday during Discovery weekend, students and adult volunteers worked to 
prepare 20,000 meals for the people of Haiti as a hands-on mission project.



Tuesdays at 10:00 AM
Join this group in Room 114 in the 
nursery...bring your little ones.
Questions? Email Kathryn at 
kathrb@gmail.com.

pacesetters news
• MARCH 25 - PACESETTER LUNCH, 12 NOON 
Niki Sepsis will be our speaker.  Niki has 30+ years in the travel industry 
that has taken him to more than 160 countries and each of the world’s 
seven continents. As a freelance writer, Niki has documented this world of 
wonders with more than 900 of his travel adventures published in over fifty 
national, regional, and local magazines and newspapers. He is a contribut-
ing author to the Chicken Soup for the Soul series of books and has written 
more than a dozen coffee table books, several personal memoirs, and a 
novel.  We are looking forward to Niki Sepsas presentation of his beautiful 
Easter Program.

• APRIL 9 - ANTIQUITY CENTER, DAY TRIP 
Explorations in Antiquity Center, LaGrange, GA. Wednesday, APRIL 9 
We will explore the Scripture Garden Walk; enjoy the Biblical Meal Pre-
sentation; and visit the new Artifacts Gallery, which houses many treasures 
from the Holy Land. Trip includes travel on deluxe motorcoach all tours 
and meal, $89.00. Departure is at 7:30 AM.

• APRIL 22 - PACESETTER LUNCH, SAVE THE DATE 
RAY REACH has been re-rescheduled for our April Meeting.

• MAY 29 - JUNE 3 - WASHINGTON D.C. TRIP 
Trinity Travelers will travel to Washington D. C. for 6 days/5 nights (with 3 
consecutive nights in D.C.), 8 meals, two full-day guided tours of Washing-
ton D.C.  All the monuments and Memorials, the Smithsonian, and Arling-
ton and much more are included in this tour at the very reasonable price of 
$475 per double (add $170 for single occupancy).

For reservations or more information on any event listed above, contact Amy 
Lewis at 879-1737 or email alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.

• Ushers are needed •  
Did you become a member of Trinity because it is a “friendly 

church”? If so, and you also have the gift of a welcoming smile, 
consider paying it forward and joining our usher team. 

Ushers are needed for both 8:45 and 11 traditional services. 
Contact Ted Hagler at 985-9608 or edwardthagler@bellsouth.net.

Summer 2014 
Kids Camps 
& Activities

For more & to register, visit: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com

Register now!
Questions about camps or summer 
dates, contact the Children’s Ministry 
department, 879-1737 or jbaswell@
trinitybirmingham.com.

Sumatanga Day Camp  
June 9-13
Music Camp  
June 9-13
Trinity Day Camp  
June 16-19 
Trinity Mission Camp  
June 23-25 
Sumatanga Sleepovers  
June 21-22 & July 12-13 
VBS 
July 21-24
Daddy Day Camp  
July 19 
Art Camps
June 9-13 July 14-18
June 16-20 July 28-Aug 1
July 7-11 Aug 4-8
Basketball Camps
June 23-27 July 28-Aug 1
Venture   August 4-6

An evening with John Croyle – 
Tolstoy wrote that “men don’t understand 
what is noble and what is ignorant, 
though they always talk about it.” In 
Christian terms, what is noble to a man? 
What does a Christian husband, father, 
brother or friend value? What does he 
look like? Join former Crimson Tide 
football star and Big Oak Ranch founder 
John Croyle as he discusses these top-
ics and more. Dinner provided by Jim N’ 
Nick’s BBQ. Tickets information coming 
soon, watch Tidings!

Save the Date!
Thursday, April 24 - 6PM 
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As of March 9, 2014
Regular reporting:
GENERAL BUDGET:        MONTH   
Month to Date Revenue-Feb.                    $ 119,134 
Monthly Needs to Date                    $ 114,356
Balance/Shortage                         $ 4,778

Capital Debt Retirement gifts this month     $ 3,425
Capital Debt Retirement gifts to date          $ 14,329

Note from the Treasurer: Questions about church 
finances-income or expense? If you wonder how funds 
are received or expensed, the financial books of Trinity 
are open to any member. Contact Ann Neptune at 879-
1737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

treasurer’s report

take note

congratulations
• to Jason and Angie Whiddon on the birth of 
their daughter, Mallie Catherine Whiddon, on Febru-
ary 17. Big sister is Anna Teal Whiddon.
• to Danny and Leah Collins on the recent birth 
of their grandson, Elias Grady Collins. Parents Tim 
and Mary Collins. Proud great- grandmother is Faye 
Crumpton.
• to Jessica Johnson and William Denton on 
their wedding on March 8.
• to Chase Kelly, Justin Fletcher, Nick Anderson 
and John Bailey on earning Scouting’s highest rank 
-- Eagle -- on March 2. Each was recognized (Troop 
97) for achievement of scouting skills and leadership, 
as well as exemplary character.  

CFT Craft Room–143
FSR Fireside Room–145
CONF Conference Room–220
SANC Sanctuary
FHALL Fellowship Hall

LIB Library–218
NAT Not at Trinity
LP Large Parlor
SP Small Parlor–105
HAVEN Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL Mouat Chapel
MS Music Suite–132
WHALL Wesley Hall
SDR Small Dining Room
FLC Family Life Center

in the hospital
UAB (SPAIN):                                Harold Fletcher
CHILDREN’S:                                         Noah Vick
BROOKWOOD:                                      Juliana Mills
                                                        

PLEASE NOTE: Tidings publishes each week on Tuesday (except 
for the week of Christmas). The deadline for submitting informa-
tion to be included is on Thursday, the week prior to the publish 
date. Please submit info via email to Haley Smith at hsmith@
trinitybirmingham.com. Tidings is delivered to the printing com-
pany each Monday at Noon. It is printed and mailed on Tuesday 
afternoon. Should you not receive your copy in a timely manner, 
please contact your postal carrier. The online version of Tidings 
is available each week on Tuesday at: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/news/tidings

highlighted events this week
Sunday - March 16
8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC 
11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL 
4:00 PM Sr. Adult Bible Study - SP
4:00 PM Youth Handbells - Rm. 225
5:00 PM Youth Choir Rehearsal - MS
5:00 PM Adult Studies - various
6:00 PM Element - Haven
6:15 PM Adult Handbells - Rm. 225
8:00 PM Men’s Pickup Basketball - GYM
Monday - March 17
6:30 AM Trinity Men - SDR
8:00 AM Senior Exercise Class - FHALL 
8:30 AM Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer
5:00 PM UMW Executive Board Mtg. - FSR
6:00 PM UMW General Mtg. - FHALL
Tuesday - March 18
6:00 AM Youth Prayer Breakfast - Haven
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
8:30 AM Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer
10:00 AM Mama & Me - Nursery
10:00 AM  Trinity Singers - MS
11:00 AM Trinity Singers Lunch - SDR

3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & Gym
6:30 PM Young Adult Study (20’s) - NAT
6:30 PM Young Adult Study (30’s) - SDR
Wednesday - March 19
8:30 AM Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer
9:00 AM Yoga - Rm. 315
4:45 PM Wednesday Supper - FHALL
5:00 PM Children’s Music - various
6:00 PM Adult Studies - various
6:00 PM Trinity Book Group - SP
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - MS
Thursday - March 20
8:00 AM Senior Exercise Class - FHALL 
9:00 AM Adult Studies - various 
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & Gym
Friday - March 21
8:30 AM Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer
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Nursery Volunteers - March 16
Meredith Daniel, Rees Denham, Carrie Garrette, 
Mindi & Stephen Perlis & Martin & Shelby Smith

Nursery Volunteers - March 23 
Lori Cracraft, Ashley Jones & Laura Vinson

To volunteer, please contact Barry Smith at 879-1737 or 
email nurseryvolunteers@trinitybirmingham.com.

Resource Library Available For Use
The Adult Sunday School Resource Library, located on the third floor, is a great 
resource for Sunday School classes and small groups. We are excited that it is being 
used by so many groups. There is a variety of curriculum available from seasonal or 
Biblical studies to current social topics. Please feel free to check out the materials as 
you need them, but please make sure to sign them out on the clip board hanging by 
the door.  Place materials in the basket by the door when returning them. There are 
a number of materials missing from the Library, so please return any study resources 
your class or group have completed.  If you have any questions, you may contact 
Carol Reamey, the Resource Library coordinator, at creamey@bellsouth.net.  

Register now!
Questions about camps or summer 
dates, contact the Children’s Ministry 
department, 879-1737 or jbaswell@
trinitybirmingham.com.

Sumatanga Day Camp  
June 9-13
Music Camp  
June 9-13
Trinity Day Camp  
June 16-19 
Trinity Mission Camp  
June 23-25 
Sumatanga Sleepovers  
June 21-22 & July 12-13 
VBS 
July 21-24
Daddy Day Camp  
July 19 
Art Camps
June 9-13 July 14-18
June 16-20 July 28-Aug 1
July 7-11 Aug 4-8
Basketball Camps
June 23-27 July 28-Aug 1
Venture   August 4-6



Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-

lished weekly, except Christmas week, 

by Trinity United Methodist Church, 

1400 Oxmoor Road, Birmingham 

(Homewood), AL 35209-3998. Period-

icals postage paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER:  Send address chang-

es to: Tidings, Trinity United Method-

ist Church, P.O. Box 19069, Birming-

ham, AL 35219-9069.

SUNDAYS at Trinity:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM

Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood  •  Our Mission:  To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209  •  205.879.1737  •  Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

PARKING NOTICE:  Trinity members and guests should NOT park in the All Saints’ lot near Oxmoor Rd. 
Also, please do not block the dumpsters or areas that are marked as NO PARKING zones. Note that the small parking 
lot is reserved for handicapped, elderly and families with small children on Wednesday evenings and Sunday mornings. 
Do not park in marked handicap spaces if you do not have an official handicap permit. Thank you.

Honor or remember 
your loved ones 

in our Sunday worship services by 
sponsoring altar flowers or the 

weekly radio broadcasts. 
For details and more information 

on how to place these orders, please 
contact Ann Neptune in the church 

office at 
aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

SUNDAY, APRIL 6  |  3 PM   (Rain Date: April 13)
Trinity’s Egg Hunt for children ages 3 through 2nd grade will be held on Sunday after-
noon, April 6 at 3 PM.  The hunt will be held once again this year at McCallum Park in 
Vestavia. Come join the celebration of finding eggs and enjoying friends!

annual spring egg hunt


