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This Thursday, May 7
7-8 PM in the Sanctuary

Join us for a fun-filled variety show in honor of  Andy and Dawn Wolfe’s retirements.
“Andy & Dawn Wolfe Retirement: Nice Work If  You Can Get It” will include original music, 
as well as skits in honor of  Andy and Dawn. The one hour event will be followed by 
dessert and coffee served in the 2nd floor commons area.  All are invited.  

Nursery is available by reservation only for children 5 years and younger, by emailing 
bsmith@trinitybirmingham.com.

You are invited to attend an entertaining performance...

Scout Troop 97

GARAGE 
SALE

Pancake Breakfast
 & Silent Auction

This Saturday, 
May 9

7 AM - 12 Noon
GYM

Sale Open to the Public!

Pancakes $7
$7 at the door, $6 in advance

 (Kids under 5 free)

Garage Sale & Auction 
Items Needed! 

Contact Bert Allen at 
540-5343 or 

bertjudy@hotmail.com.
 

UMW Plant Sale
The UMW Plant & Bake Sale 

will be held in the Small Dining 
Room during the Garage Sale 

and Pancake Breakfast. 
Come by and pick up a plant or 
fresh cut arrangement, cookies, 
cakes or breads just in time for 

Mother’s Day.

All plant sale proceeds go to missions 
i.e. Weekender Backpack Program.

Farewell Reception
HONORING 

Andy and Dawn Wolfe

SUNDAY, MAY 31
2- 4 PM in the Gym & Fellowship Hall

Light refreshments will be served



I have a great mother.  

She is the person most responsible for this work I do, having dragged me kicking 
and screaming into church whenever the doors were open.  She is the one who set 
aside her career for a season to try and raise me (once she saw how I turned out, she 
figured it didn’t really help so she went back to work for the younger kids).  She is 
the one who has modeled Christ-like love for me in the way she loves my dad, her 
children and their spouses, and especially the way she cherishes her grandchildren, 
who believe “Mimi” to be the center of the world.

Mother’s Day is a tricky one in the church, as some of us have great moms, some 
of us have lost wonderful mothers, and others among us had women that gave them 
birth but never gave them love.  As we discussed a few weeks ago, there are always 
brave women in our pews whose deepest desire is to have children, and Mother’s 
Day can bring up all sorts of pain for them.  The universal truth that applies to all of 
us on Mother’s Day, no matter what our personal story may be, is that we all need 
reminders to tell our loved ones they are loved.

There is something wired into us as human beings that makes us take the holiest 
things for granted.  Like most sons I know, I don’t tell my mother all that I need to 
say to her, even though as a pastor I spend plenty of time with folks who have lost 
their mothers.  Most of us only appreciate the grace of today after it has passed, and 
we see in hindsight what me missed the first time around.  As a result, words go 
unsaid, love goes unshared—not because we don’t feel those things fiercely, but we 
assume there will always be another chance to say what needs to be said.

Regret is the corrosive by-product of all those unspoken feelings, all those moments 
taken for granted, and as many of you can bear witness, there is not much in this 
world that can break a heart like regret can.  There are no quick cures for regret, but 
there is preventive maintenance.  Those who have eyes to see the blessing of each 
day (even the terrible ones), and the gift of each person (even the annoying ones) 
will find themselves vaccinated against the pain of missed chances.  We certainly 
can’t get everything right in this life but, at the very least, we ought to be able to say 
“I love you” more than we hold it in.

I fully recognize that Mother’s Day is a conspiracy by florists, greeting card com-
panies, and whoever runs Chico’s to make another dollar, but it’s also a reminder 
to speak what we feel.  That every day can be the day we break our silence, look 
awkwardly into the faces of our loved ones, and tell them what we hope they 
already know.

See you Sunday.
Brian 

INFORMATION FOR GUESTS & NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow 
people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world 
and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – TRADITIONAL services in 
the sanctuary, offering same sermon and a variety 
of music.
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM  – CONTACT – a relaxed, 
informal, service in Wesley Hall featuring music 
from the CONTACT Band, children are encour-
aged to attend. 

• 10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 yrs. and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.
Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in 
the large parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This 
is a time to meet the pastoral staff, ask questions 
and learn more about the core values and mission 
of Trinity. We also encourage you to attend “Mem-
bership 101,” a basic orientation prior to joining 
Trinity. It is offered on the second Sunday of each 
month. Questions? Call 879-1737.

Andrew Wolfe - Senior Minister
Brian Erickson - Senior Minister Designate 
Nathan Carden - Minister of Outreach, Contact
Suzanne Pruitt - Minister of Christian Formation 
Bobby Scales - Minister of Pastoral Care
David Thompson - Minister of Students

• Church Office:  879-1737  /  Fax:  868-9714
• Care Line:  868-9709
• Child Development Center:  879-1749

MAY 3 - ATTENDANCE
1,164 • Total Worship Attendance
779 • Traditional  |  393 • Contact
763 • Sunday School Attendance

SERMON 
Rev. Brian Erickson

• 
MUSIC

8:45 AM - Trinity Brass, 

Sanctuary Choir 

11:00 AM - Trinity Brass,

Men’s Chorus
•

MINISTER ON CALL
Andrew Wolfe,  871-1309

SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2015
8:45 & 11 AM  •  Sanctuary

The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast 
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays

on WAPI-1070 AM.

Traditional: 779
Contact: 393
Total: 1164

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL

Rev. Nathan Carden

PERSONAL WORD
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If you’ve ever felt inadequate, threatened or pushed into situ-
ations that seemed overpowering, this is the study for you. 
Just as it was tough being a woman in Esther’s day, it’s 
tough today. Study author, Beth Moore peels back the layers 
of history and shows how very contemporary and applicable 
the story of Esther is to our lives. This portion of God’s 
Word contains treasures to aid us in our hurried, harried and 
pressured lives. 

Join us for an in-depth and very personal examination of this 
great story of threat and deliverance. 
There are two class options...

• WEDNESDAYS 6:00 PM, June 3 – August 5 
Led by Brenda Feld

• THURSDAYS 9:15 AM, June 4 – August 6 
Led by Rhonda Rush

Register online by visiting: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/adults/studies-small-groups-2/

Registration DEADLINE is May 27.  (Cost $17)

Childcare is available DURING YOUR STUDY. 
(Ages 5 & under) Minimum of three children to have a nursery.

Questions? Email Amy at amezzell@trinitybirmingham.com 
or call 879-1737.

Register today for 
Esther...

Women’s Summer Study

In between the more popular stories in the Bible, hidden deeply in thin 
pages, are dozens of fascinating little tales of humanity’s relationship 
with a gracious God. But unless we are intentionally reading through 
scripture we often miss them. 

Beginning this Sunday, May 10, Contact worship will begin a new 
worship series entitled “Lost Stories from the Bible.” Each week we will 
listen to a lesser known story that will help us experience the amazing 
story of God’s grace. 

[ New CONTACT Worship Series ]

Sundays at 8:45 and 11 AM - Wesley Hall

Help make Trinity better.
We are currently conducting a church-

wide survery on general worship, 

attendance and parking. 

Please take 3-4 minutes and give us 

your feedback. We value your input!

To find the survey, visit 
www.trinitybirmingham.com 

and follow the survey link.



VBS is July 13-16
Register online now!

www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/summer-programs

 With early registration you can be one of the first
to receive a CD to start learning the VBS songs!

CDs are available in the Children’s Ministry Offices.  
Pick yours up as soon as you register!
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Trinity Singles Ministry 40-65

Trinity Singles is a group of Trinity members 
and friends who get together on a monthly 
basis. We range in age from late thirties to 
mid-sixties. 

Upcoming MAY Events:
• GROUP HIKE on Saturday, May 9. The hike 
will last approximately 2-3 hours and will be at 
a trail that is within 30-45 minutes of Birming-
ham. Questions? Contact Patti at pattirice@
att.net.
• COOKOUT in Homewood in late May. 
Email Susan Wiedeman at wiedemans@
bellsouth.net to RSVP or for more details. 

Watch Tidings for other upcoming Singles 
events! For more info, please contact Susan 
Wiedeman at wiedemans@bellsouth.net.

Many of the individual Sunday School classes are offering this study.  
If you are not currently in a SS class, you may join John Wesley, Horizons and 
Journey as they combine during the entire month of May for the 5-week curriculum.  
Contact amezzell@trinitybirmingham.com if you will be joining this group to ensure 
enough seating.  - ROOM 300 -

KIDS SUMMER CAMPS, 
VBS & ACTIVITIES

Register Today!
www.trinitybirmingham.com/

kids/summer-programs

Log on for a list of summer camps, 
dates and registration forms. Forms 
are also available in the Children’s 
Ministry Office. Questions? Contact 

Eleanor Christiansen at 
echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

•
VENTURE 2015

Won’t you be my NEIGHBOR?
Register your 3rd-5th grader for 

VENTURE today!  Aug 3-5  6-8:30 pm    
$10 registration, dinner included

 •

Camps are filling fast...
OPEN SPOTS

Sumatanga Day Camp: FULL
Mission Camp: 5 spots

Sumatanga Sleepover #1: 2 spots
Sumatanga Sleepover #2:  3 spots



student ministry
weekly update

www.elementstudentministry.com

Here are a few things happening this week:

NO ELEMENT THIS SUNDAY NIGHT, 5/10 - We will not have Element this 
Sunday, May 10 because it is Mother’s Day. We hope that instead of coming to 
Element, your family will get together and do something fun and special.  

ELEMENT CAFE - Element Cafe is this week on Tuesday and Thursday from 
3-5:30 PM. We will be serving up CHICK-FIL-A chicken nuggets until the end of 
the school year for only $2! This is a wonderful alternative to going home and 
being bored. Come hang out with us, grab a snack, play some games and hang 
out with our staff and friends. All candy, chips and drinks are only 50 cents!

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER BRUNCH, 5/17 - On May 17, we will be hosting 
a Thank You Brunch for all of our phenomenal Sunday School leaders for all of 
their amazing work and dedication to our students this year. We are very grate-
ful for them. Can you help with some of the supplies? Sign up at http://www.
signupgenius.com/go/10c0a49a9aa28a5fd0-sunday2. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Tori at TTenniswood@trinitybirmingham.com.

SENIOR SUNDAY, 5/17 - May 17 will be a very important Sunday in the life of 
our youth ministry. First, we will celebrate and recognize our graduating seniors 
in the 8:45 AM traditional worship service. Later that night, our seniors will host 
and lead Senior SNL. This will be a fun and emotional night as we say goodbye 
to those graduating students. Following Sunday Night Live, we will have an 
after-party to say thank you and goodbye to David Hayes (our middle school 
director) from 8:00 – 8:45 PM in the Café. This will be a very special night, and 
we hope your student will join us for the last Sunday night of the school year. 

ARM MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP - We need 1 more adult volunteer for 
our ARM trip! If you are willing to lead email dhayes@trinitybirmingham.com  

SERVICE OVER SELF (SOS) - Adult leaders needed! Our high school mission 
trip is July 5-11 (still space available for students). If you are interested either as 
a student or an adult leader, please go to http://elementstudentministry.com/sos/ 
or email Robert at rsturdivant@trinitybirmingham.com.

As always, if there is anything that we can do better to reach your student, 
please let us know. Remember, we want to partner with you in helping your 
student grow in their relationship with Christ.

David Thompson
dthompson@trinitybirmingham.com
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TRINITY STUDIO - Open Thursdays, 6 pm
Trinity has opened the doors of the old Craft Room and will continue to have open 
paint/sketch nights on Thursdays from 6-8PM. Bring your own materials (all me-
diums welcome!), bring a friend, and the fellowship and creative inspiration will be 
provided for free! All artists or soon-to-be-artists are welcome. 

High School Graduation
SENIOR RECOGNITION

•••
Sunday, May 17

8:45 AM  Traditional Worship

10:00 AM Celebration Brunch

Student Ministries and the Committee on 
Higher Education will host High School 

Graduate Recognition Sunday on May 17. 
We invite High School graduates and their 
families to the 8:45 AM traditional service 
that day, where the class will sit together 
and be recognized during the service. 

Following the service, graduates and their 
families are invited to a complimentary

Celebration Brunch in the 
Fellowship Hall at 10:00 AM.

If you plan to participate, please RSVP by 
May 6 to Amy Mezzell at 879-1737 or

amezzell@trinitybirmingham.com.
Please include how many people will be 

attending the brunch.

ALSO! Please provide two pictures of 
your student. One baby picture and one 
of senior portrait are needed for use in the 
service.  Email pictures by May 6 to Amy at
amezzell@trinitybirmingham.com or deliver 

pictures to the church office.

Don’t forget your 
name tag...

on Sunday mornings or anytime you are 

attending or representing Trinity! This is 

a great way to provide hospitality to our 

guests, and to help us get to know one 

another better. If you don’t have a name tag, 

contact Marie Pasco at 879-1737.
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PACESETTERS
MAY 6 - Lake Martin Garden Tour
On Wednesday, May 6, we will tour the JIM SCOTT GARDEN AT LAKE 
MARTIN. On the banks of Lake Martin rests Jim Scott’s garden.  It’s like none 
you’ve ever experienced.  His 12 + year creation is a labyrinth of interesting 
trails, meandering streams, waterfalls, ponds and pools.  Elevated walkways 
through the tree canopy provide visitors with a wider perspective on the plant-
ings below. We will have a guided tour, a picnic lunch in this lovely setting and 
additional time to stroll and look some more after lunch. Cost of $25 includes 
lunch and transportation.  Depart Trinity at 7:30 AM. (Rest stop and snack on 
the return trip.)

MAY 27 - Day Trip to Tuscaloosa Museum of Art  
We will enjoy a tour of the extensive Jack Warner collection of American Art, 
followed by lunch at The Cypress Inn restaurant.
The Tuscaloosa Museum of Art displays approximately 1,000 works of fine and 
decorative arts. The collection was amassed by Jack Warner, over several decades, 
as investments for Gulf States Paper, now the Westervelt Company. Considered 
to be one of the greatest private collections of American Art, it is truly a treasure 
within the community.  Featuring such artists as:
John Singer Sargent; George Luks; Edward Potthast; Andrew Wyeth; Jamie 
Wyeth; Edward Hicks; Thomas Moran; Albert Bierstadt; Basil Ede; Duncan Phyfe 
and Charles Lannieur. 

For more info on any Senior Adult event, contact Amy Lewis at 879-1737 or 
alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.

MISSION & OUTREACH
Meals on Wheels Help Needed
Meals on Wheels of Homewood currently has a 
route open for the 3rd Wednesday of the month. If 
you are interested in joining this rewarding minis-
try, please call Judy Keenum, 835-4487.

New! Weekenders Backpack Ministry
Would you like to be a part of this team? Email 
Trinity’s Director of Outreach Ministries, Kristan 
Walker, kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com. Please 
indicate the capacity of service in which you are in-
terested. We will kick off this neighborhood-loving 
ministry this fall and can’t wait to see what changes 
this brings in our community and in us.
To donate to this new ministry, you may place your 
check in the offering plate on Sundays, or you may 
return it to the church office. (Make checks payable 
to Trinity UMC, and marked Weekenders Back-
pack Program.)

For more information, please log on to:
www.trinitybirmingham.com/event/
weekenders-backpack-program/

PALL BEARER Ministry

When you join Trinity, you become a part of a new family, the Trinity 
family. A true family supports its members. 

A new team called “Pall Bearers Serve” is being organized. This team will 
be an arm of service along with the Joseph Ministry.  Because of the spo-
radic nature of funerals and lack of discussion of the subject, often times 
a grieving family will realize a need for one or more pall bearers. Being a 
gentleman of tact, respect, and sensitivity is never more important than on 
the occasion of someone’s death. Instead of adding stress to the grieving, 
you, as a pall bearer, can be a source of great comfort and strength.  
This service includes services held at Trinity, as well as, at the graveside.

If you are interested in this occasional, special way to serve our church 
family, please call Dennis Watts at 879-3233 or email wattsdv@aol.com.

                                  NEW! INFERTILITY SUPPORT GROUP  Trinity has a recently formed an Infertility Support 

Group for couples. The group is open to any interested members, community, and guests who are currently experiencing infertil-
ity.  The group will meet next on SUNDAY MAY 31 (last Sunday of the month) at 5 PM in the Small Parlor (Seminole Drive 
entrance). For questions, contact Mallory & Brian Wilson at mallorywilson725@gmail.com. 

Isaiah 54



IN MEMORIAM
Barbara Palmer                                       April 3

We extend our love and sympathy:
• to the friends of Barbara Palmer, who died on 
April 3.
• to Donna Fisher Fletcher and family on the 
death of her father, Donald Fisher, on April 26.

As of April 30, 2015
Regular reporting:
GENERAL BUDGET:             MONTH   
Month to Date Revenue                               $251,894
Monthly Needs to Date                                 $305,510
Balance/Shortage                                        $(53,616)

Capital Debt Retirement / month               $5,761
Capital Debt Retirement / to date             $41,025

Building Debt Balance                             $58,500

Note from the Treasurer: 
Questions about church finances, income or 
expenses? If you wonder how funds are received 
or expensed, the financial books of Trinity are 
open to any member. Contact Ann Neptune at 
879-1737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

TREASURER’S REPORT

CONGRATULATIONS
• to Ken and Amy Schoenherr on the birth of 
their son, Carson Fisher Schoenherr, on April 
27. Proud big sisters are Carlye and Catherine 
Schoenherr and great-aunt and great-uncle are 
Rip and Norma Harmon.

CFT Craft Room–143
FSR Fireside Room–145
CONF Conference Room–220
SANC Sanctuary
FHALL Fellowship Hall

LIB Library–218
NAT Not at Trinity
LP Large Parlor
SP Small Parlor–105
HAVEN Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL Mouat Chapel
MS Music Suite–132
WHALL Wesley Hall
SDR Small Dining Room
FLC Family Life Center

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK
Sunday - May 10 

8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Membership 101 - LP
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC 

11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
4:00 PM Youth Handbells - Rm. 225
5:00 PM Youth Choir - MS
6:00 PM Element  - Haven
6:00 PM Adult Handbells - Rm. 225
8:00 PM Men’s Pick-up Basketball - GYM
Monday - May 11
6:30 AM Trinity Men - SDR
5:30 PM Finance Meeting - SDR
6:15 PM Admin. Board Dinner - FHALL
7:00 PM Admin. Board Mtg. - WHALL
Tuesday - May 12
6:30 AM Youth Prayer B’fast - Youth Cafe
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
9:00 AM Trinity Studio - CFT

10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
11:00 AM Trinity Singers Lunch - SDR
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & Gym
6:30 PM Young Adults (20’s) - NAT
Wednesday - May 13
9:00 AM Yoga - Rm. 304
7:00 PM Boy Scouts - Scout Room
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice - MS
Thursday - May 14
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
9:15 AM Adult Studies - various
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & Gym
6:00 PM Trinity Studio - CFT
Friday - May 15
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL

Please Note: Trinity will host families from 

Family Promises (formerly BHN) this week 

beginning May 10 through May May 16.

PLEASE NOTE:  Tidings publishes each week on 
Tuesday (except for the week of Christmas). The 
deadline for submitting information to be included is 
on Thursday, the week prior to the publish date. Please 
submit info via email to Haley Smith at hsmith@
trinitybirmingham.com. Tidings is delivered to the 
printing company each Monday at Noon. It is printed 
and mailed on Tuesday afternoon. Should you not 
receive your copy in a timely manner, please contact 
your postal carrier. The online version of Tidings 
is available each week on Tuesday at: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/news/tidings
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HOW CAN YOU SERVE THIS WEEK? 
Check out WEEKLY CONNECT for ways that you can plug 

in to ministry today… simple sign-ups available now. 
Log on to:  http://bit.ly/TUMCvolunteer 



Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished weekly, except Christmas 
week, by Trinity United Method-
ist Church, 1400 Oxmoor Road, 
Birmingham (Homewood), AL 
35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER:  Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

SUNDAYS at Trinity:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM

Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood  •  Our Mission:  To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209  •  205.879.1737  •  Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

Sunday, May 10
10 AM • LARGE PARLOR

This class is strongly suggested for visitors who are considering 
membership at Trinity. During this hour, prospective members and 
those interested will review the membership covenant one makes 

when joining the Trinity Family. Ask a Greeter to direct you!

Interested in joining Trinity? Join us...

Daniel & MJ Dobbins
727 Heritage Park Lane, Hoover 35226
The Dobbins joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination. They are both retired.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

(not pictured)

Cliff & Carol Farlow
313 Southview Drive, Hoover 35244
The Farlows joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist church. They are both retired.

Melissa Starr
1200 Beacon Parkway #703, Homewood 35209
Melissa joined Trinity by profession of faith. She is a nurse at 
Children’s Hospital. 

Henry & Mary Watson
1426 Overlook Road, Homewood 35209
The Watsons joined Trinity by vows from another Christian denomination. 
Henry works in sales for GAF and Mary is Pre-K Coach for the AL Dept. of 
Childrens Affairs. They have two sons, Henry (11) and Jack (9).

Lucy Galle
1040 Broadway Park #422, Homewood 35209
Lucy joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist church. She works as a CPA for McLeod 
Software.

JESSICA ROSE LANE
Education Assistant
We are pleased to announce the hiring of 
Jessica Rose Lane as part time staff work-
ing as Education Assistant for Christian 
Formation. Jessica comes to us with a 
background in the Broadcast Television 
industry and has been at home raising her 
children for 8 years.  She is a native of 
Savannah GA, enjoys reading, cooking 

with friends, fly fishing, travel and considers humor a Spiritual 
Gift.  The Lane family have been members of Trinity UMC since 
January of 2014.  Jessica looks forward to experiencing what God 
has in store for her here at Trinity.

WELCOME NEW STAFF


