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You are invited

Sermon Series

With Thanksgiving and Christmas just around the corner, some of us are already filled 
with joyful anticipation at the prospect of spending time with loved ones. Others of us 
are filled with sour dread for the same reasons. If anticipating holiday time spent with 
your family brings a knot to your stomach, the story of the popularly named “Prodigal 
Son” in the Gospel of Luke reveals you are not alone. But this story always witnesses 
to how a gracious God can heal wounds of betrayal, selfishness and estrangement. 

Join us for a church wide worship series on November 9, 16 and 23
and receive a second helping of grace to share this season. 

All worship services  •  8:45 & 11:00 AM

See “Personal Word” on page 2 
for more details.

“Every good 
and perfect gift 
is from above.” 

- James 1:17a

The Angels are Coming! November 9 & 16
We invite you to sponsor a child this Christmas.
See inside on page 4 for Angel Tree details.



PERSONAL WORD

INFORMATION FOR GUESTS & NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow 
people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world 
and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – TRADITIONAL services in 
the sanctuary, offering same sermon and a variety 
of music.
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM  – CONTACT – a relaxed, 
informal, service in Wesley Hall featuring music 
from the CONTACT Band, children are encour-
aged to attend. 

• 10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 yrs. and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.
Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in 
the large parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This 
is a time to meet the pastoral staff, ask questions 
and learn more about the core values and mission 
of Trinity. We also encourage you to attend “Mem-
bership 101,” a basic orientation prior to joining 
Trinity. It is offered on the second Sunday of each 
month. Questions? Call 879-1737.

Andrew Wolfe - Senior Minister
Brian Erickson - Senior Minister Designate 
Nathan Carden - Minister of Outreach, Contact
Suzanne Pruitt - Minister of Christian Formation 
Bobby Scales - Minister of Pastoral Care
David Thompson - Minister of Students

• Church Office:  879-1737  /  Fax:  868-9714
• Care Line:  868-9709
• Child Development Center:  879-1749

SERMON 
Rev. Brian Erickson

“Home For The Holidays”

 •
MUSIC

8:45 AM 
William A. Gardner Handbell Choir,

Men’s Quartet, Men’s Chorus
11:00 AM 

William A. Gardner Handbell Choir,

Men’s Quartet, Sanctuary Choir
• 

MINISTER ON CALL
Andrew Wolfe,  871-1309

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL, Rev. Nathan Carden

NOVEMBER 2 - ATTENDANCE
1,575 • Total Worship Attendance
971 • Traditional   |   604 • Contact

884 • Sunday School

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2014
8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sanctuary

The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast 
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays

on WAPI-1070 AM.

It’s hard to believe that the holidays are right around the corner. Pretty soon we will 
be finalizing travel plans, arranging card tables to accommodate in-laws, and arguing 
over the best recipes for dressing. Beyond excess amounts of food, the holidays also 
show up with a healthy supply of family dynamics. Relationships that are strained 
suddenly get crammed into the same living room, long-dormant hurts become fresh 
again, and awkward conversations abound. For others, the holidays bring reminders 
of lost loved ones in the form of empty seats at the table, silent hallways, and altered 
traditions. The holidays can be tough.

That’s why we’ll begin a new sermon series this coming Sunday, called “Home for the 
Holidays,” in both traditional and Contact worship services. Nathan and I will be tack-
ling the parable of the Prodigal Son, and asking what it can teach us about making our 
way back home, physically and spiritually. This is a familiar story for many of us, but 
often it’s the most familiar stories that need to be listened to more carefully, as there’s 
often a lot that gets overlooked when it becomes routine.

In particular, this parable has a lot to teach us about the Wesleyan notion of grace.  
This Sunday we will be focusing on what theologians call “prevenient” grace, or the 
grace that comes before we ask for or recognize it. Wesley believed that God’s heart 
was so bent towards our salvation that well before we even recognized our need for 
God, He was at work to bring us home. More than once, I have counseled with new 
Christians who were suddenly able to see signposts of God’s presence as they looked 
back over their past – moments where they could suddenly see God’s activity in their 
story. That is a recognition of prevenient grace – the powerful realization that God’s 
love seeks us even when we aren’t looking to be found.

As the holidays dawn upon us, my prayers are especially with those of you for whom 
these days are painful. Perhaps this is the first holiday without a spouse or parent, 
maybe this is the first set of holidays where you will be a solo parent, or maybe your 
family’s presence just brings memories of hurt and failure. Regardless, the promise of 
God’s grace is that even when we are not looking for it, even when we are not ready 
for it, He is quietly at work behind the scenes, leaving us unmerited glimpses of hope 
and glory, just enough to sustain us until we are welcomed home.

See you Sunday.

Brian 

Traditional: 971
Contact: 604
Total: 1575
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How do I return an 
Estimate of Giving?
If you have not had the opportunity to return your 2015 
Estimate of Giving card, you may mail or deliver it 
to the church office or drop it in the offering plate on 
Sundays. You may also submit it privately online: 
trinitybirmingham.com/resources/pledging/

Stewardship Report  (as of 11/2/14)

2015 BUDGET
Commitments received: 553 pledges
Commitment total:  $2,686,751
Average pledge:  $4,859

220 pledges for 2014 have not been renewed for 2015.

CAPITAL DEBT
Capital Debt commitments: 139 pledges
Capital Debt total:  $125,307

Questions about your pledge? Contact Ann Neptune in 
the Finance Office, call 879-1737 or email 
aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

Every Gift Counts
During worship on Celebration Sunday, 
adults brought forth their 2015 Estimate 
of Giving cards. Our children brought 
forth small paper gift boxes that con-
tained coins they had collected through-
out the month of October. In one of the 
children’s gift boxes, there was a small 
piece of paper with a simple cross drawn 
on it. At the top was written “for Jesus.” 
The note was folded around a tiny, blue 
toy car. This child gave his toy car to 
Jesus on Celebration Sunday in earnest 
and in sincerity. Every generous act of 
giving matters, and every gift counts.



Handicapped Persons Need Easy Access 
to Blue Wheelchair Ramps
Please do not park in front of the wheelchair ramps. 

One ramp is on Seminole Drive at the main office en-

trance, and another one is on Clermont Drive at the 

Fireside Room entrance. Wheelchair-bound persons need 

safe, open, clear access to these ramps at all 

times. Thank you.
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PACESETTERS
DECEMBER 2 - UAB WIND SYMPHONY BAND
The Symphony Band and the Wind Symphony Band of UAB 
will present a special concert of Christmas music in the gym 
from 2-3 PM on December 2. Make plans to attend!

DECEMBER 11 - ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TEA
The annual Senior Adult Christmas Tea will be held in the 
Fellowship Hall from 2-4PM on December 11. Come and 
enjoy wonderful food, fellowship, music and a special video 
featuring our older adults at Trinity.  

DECEMBER 13 - MOORESVILLE HOLIDAY TOUR
If you signed up for the Mooresville Progressive Holiday 
Dinner and Tour of Homes, the bus leaves Trinity at 12:00 
Noon.

DECEMBER 17-18 - CALLAWAY GARDENS TRIP
There is still room for you to join the Christmas trip to Cal-
laway Gardens and Warm Springs, GA. It includes a daytime 
tour of the Gardens, Fantasy in Lights, buffet dinner and 
breakfast at Mountain Creek Inn, and admission to Little 
White House in Warm Springs. Our guided tour of beauti-
ful Callaway Gardens includes the Ida Cason Callaway 
Memorial Chapel, the Cecil B. Day Butterfly Center, and 
the Virginia Hand Callaway Discovery Center. That evening 
we will enjoy eight million lights in the beautiful Christmas 
displays of Fantasy in Lights. The second day of our tour we 
will visit The Little White House at Warm Springs, built by 
Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1932 while he was still governor of 
NY. Here he found the strength to resume his political career 
and a positive outlet for his own personal struggle with polio 
through the creation of the Warm Springs Foundation. Roos-
evelt returned to use the therapeutic waters at Warm Springs 
every year, except 1942, from his first visit in 1924 until his 
death there in 1945. We will visit his home and museum. Join 
us for this special two-day Christmas trip. Bus leaves Trinity 
at 7 AM on December 17.

For more info on any Senior Adult event, please contact Amy 
Lewis at 879-1737 or alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.

MISSION & OUTREACH

The Angels are Coming! November 9 & 16

Festival of Three Kings, December 6
This event is held to allow families of sponsored Angels 
to receive their gifts. It is a Christmas-filled day that gives 
Birmingham area kids in need a morning of games, prizes, 
shoes, snacks and more. This year’s festival is Saturday, 
December 6. To volunteer please contact Cassie Cates at 
205-515-9311 or cassidy.dempsey@gmail.com.

We invite you to sponsor a child this Christmas. Angels 
will be distributed on Sundays, November 9 & 16. Trinity 
is sponsoring 40 additional Angels this season, all children 
are sponsored through Urban 
Ministry. Gifts will be collected 
on November 23 & 30. 
Volunteers are needed to
help distribute Angels 
and help collect gift bags.
To sign up, contact Cassie Cates
at 205-515-9311 or email
cassidy.dempsey@gmail.com.



 

$20.00 Family Maximum  (or)  
    - $6.00 per adult
    - $3.00 per child (9 and under)
    - $5.00 per senior adult
    - $5.00 Salad Bar option

Please let us know you are coming! 
Make a reservation online at 
www.trinitybirmingham.com

menu - November 5
• ADULTS: Baked potato bar, chili, 
BBQ chicken, salad, cookie
• KIDS: Corndog, french fries, fruit, 
cookie, milk   
 menu - November 12
• ADULTS: Pork roast, roasted pota-
toes, squash casserole, cookie
• KIDS: Hamburgers, chips, fruit, milk

menu - November 19
• ADULTS: Baked chicken, rice, 
steamed broccoli, roll, cookie
• KIDS: Chicken legs, rice, steamed 
broccoli, cookie, milk
* Menu subject to change.

Make a reservation & find menus at: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com

food & fellowship

4:30-6:15 pm
fellowship hall

student ministry
weekly update

www.elementstudentministry.com

Here is what is happening at Element this week:

I am excited about our series for November, How to Raise Your Parents. This is 
shaping up to be a great month and we really want you to participate with us in our 
Sunday Night activities. Join us!
HOW TO RAISE YOUR PARENTS Sunday Night Rundown:
• November 9 – Deuces Sunday Night – Drs. Jim & Gwen Williams will be leading a 
group for parents.
• November 16 – Sunday Night Live – Featuring a parent panel
• November 23 – Turkey Bowl at Weygand field – Parents, come and cheer!
• November 30 – Give Thanks Night – A time around the table to eat leftovers with 
students and families.

DEUCES, 11/9 - This Sunday Night, November 9 from 6-8 PM, we will continue our 
series, How to Raise our Parents, and look at the topic of trust. Parents and students 
are encouraged to attend this awesome night as Ryane Clayton will be sharing. We 
will have a break out small group time just for parents that will be lead by Jim and 
Gwen Williams. This will be a fabulous night and we hope that both you and your 
student will make it a priority to attend. Dinner is $3.

SERVE SATURDAY, 11/8 - Do you like the Fall? Do you love helping people? If so, 
then Rake & Run on Sat., November 8 is perfect for you! We will be raking the yards 
of delightful elderly couples to show the love of Christ in Birmingham. We will meet 
at Trinity at 9 AM and will be back by Noon. Please bring rakes!

PRAYER BREAKFAST MEETS TUESDAY MORNINGS - 6:30 AM in the Youth 
Center. All middle school and high school students are invited. Prayer Breakfast is 
the perfect way to start a new day. The cost is $3 for breakfast and middle school 
students will walk to HMS following the breakfast. 

ELEMENT CAFÉ MEETS THIS WEEK - Element Cafe is open on Tuesday and 
Thursday from 3-5:30 PM. This is a wonderful alternative to going home and being 
bored. Come hang out with us, grab a snack, play some games and hang out with 
our staff and friends. All candy, chips and drinks are only 50 cents! Element Cafe is 
always a fun time. We hope your student will join us this week!
 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - A lot of our Fusion groups meet 
in the Haven on Wednesday nights and eat dinner in the Cafe. If you are willing and 
able to help serve on Wednesday nights in order to free up our staff and Fusion 
leaders, let David Hayes know. Email him at dhayes@trinitybirmingham.com.

ARM MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP - Registration is now open. July 19-24. 
Please note this is a little different than years past. It is a Sunday through Friday trip 
and, due to the extra day, the cost of the trip has gone up slightly. The total cost will 
be $235, and a $100 deposit is due by December 1 to reserve a spot. This trip is 
open to any middle school student and high school students are welcome to be lead-
ers! To register go to http://elementstudentministry.com/arm/. 
 
As always, if there is anything that we can do to better support your student, then 
please do not hesitate to ask. 

In Christ,
David Thompson - dthompson@trinitybirmingham.com
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A Homewood Community Thanksgiving Service

Sunday Evening, November 23  •  6 PM
Hosted by Trinity United Methodist Church

HOW CAN YOU SERVE THIS WEEK? 
Check out WEEKLY CONNECT for ways that you can plug in 
to ministry today… simple sign-ups available now. Log on to 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0844aaad238-topten   

If you have questions about ways to use your gifts in service, 
contact Laura Eanes at leanes@trinitybirmingham.com.

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD Meeting 
will be held on Monday, November 10 
at 7:00 PM in Wesley Hall. Note that this will 
be a Charge Conference.

Tree of remembrance
A Christmas tree was placed in the East Narthex breezeway on 

All Saints Sunday, November 2. All Trinity Saints who passed away 
this year are remembered through ornaments. The tree will remain 
through Christmas. If you have a family member you would like to 

remember, please contact the church office at 879-1737.



As of October 31, 2014
Regular reporting:
GENERAL BUDGET:             MONTH   
Month to Date Revenue                               $235,480
Monthly Needs to Date                        $285,890
Balance/Shortage                          $(50,410)

Capital Debt Retirement / month               $9,528
Capital Debt Retirement / to date            $87,089

Note from the Treasurer: 
Questions about church finances, income or 
expenses? If you wonder how funds are received 
or expensed, the financial books of Trinity are 
open to any member. Contact Ann Neptune at 
879-1737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

TREASURER’S REPORT

CONGRATULATIONS
• to Stephen Gregory Atkinson and Carla 
Mitchell of Montgomery on the birth of their 
daughter, Rachel Elizabeth Mitchell, on October 
10. Proud grandfather is Doug Atkinson.
• to Mary and Will Gardner on the birth of 
their son, Ben Phillips Gardner, on October 28. 
Proud siblings are Jackson, Sam and Reed 
Gardner and proud grandparents are Dick and 
Donna Gardner.

CFT Craft Room–143
FSR Fireside Room–145
CONF Conference Room–220
SANC Sanctuary
FHALL Fellowship Hall

LIB Library–218
NAT Not at Trinity
LP Large Parlor
SP Small Parlor–105
HAVEN Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL Mouat Chapel
MS Music Suite–132
WHALL Wesley Hall
SDR Small Dining Room
FLC Family Life Center

IN THE HOSPITAL
ST. VINCENT’S:                    Scott Robertson

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK

IN MEMORIAM
Betty Goodwin                                  October 26

We extend our love and sympathy:
• to the family and friends of Betty Goodwin 
who died on October 26.
• to Katherine Hogin on the death of her sister, 
Marilla Morgan, on October 26. She was also the 
aunt of Katie McKibbin.
• to Mike and Nancy Portera on the death of 
his father, Pete Portera, on October 27. He was 
also the grandfather of Lauren Portera and 
Leanne Portera.
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Sunday - November 9 

8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
10:00 AM Membership 101 - LP
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC 

11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
3:00 PM UMW Mtg. - LP
4:00 PM Youth Handbells - Rm. 225
5:00 PM Youth Choir - MS
5:00 PM Confirmation - various
6:00 PM Element - Haven
6:00 PM Adult Handbells - Rm. 225
6:00 PM Small Group Studies - various
8:00 PM Pick-up Basketball - GYM
Monday - November 10
6:30 AM Men’s Ministry Group - SDR
5:30 PM Finance Mtg. - SDR
6:15 PM Admin. Board Dinner - FHALL
7:00 PM Admin. Board Mtg. - WHALL
Tuesday - November 11
6:30 AM Element Prayer B’fast - Haven
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
11:00 AM Trinity Singers Lunch - SDR
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & GYM

6:30 PM Young Adults (20’s) - NAT
6:30 PM Young Adults (30’s) - SDR
Wednesday - November 12
9:00 AM Yoga - Rm. 315
4:30 PM Wednesday Supper - FHALL 

5:00 PM Kids Bells & Chimes - Rm. 225
5:30 PM Music in Motion - various
6:00 PM Children’s Choirs - various
6:00 PM Adult Studies - various
6:00 PM Men’s Bible Studies - various
7:15 PM Boy Scouts - Scout Room
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - MS
7:00 PM Contact Music Rehearsal - WHALL

Thursday - November 13
8:00 AM Senior Exercise Class - FHALL
9:15 AM Adult Studies - various
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & GYM
Friday - November 14
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL

Nursery Volunteers - November 9
Carrie & Dan Carter, Stacy Hinkle & Blaire Middleton

Nursery Volunteers - November 16
Laura Fleming, Analise Glover & Margaret Anne Schilder

To volunteer, please contact Barry Smith at 879-1737,
email nurseryvolunteers@trinitybirmingham.com.

Find us on Facebook • Trinity United Methodist Church, Homewood 

Follow us on Twitter • @TrinityBHM  &  @everygiftcounts



PARKING NOTICE: 
Trinity members and guests should NOT park 
in the All Saints’ lot near Oxmoor Rd. Also, 
please do not block the dumpsters or 
areas that are marked as NO Parking zones. 
Note that the small parking lot is reserved for 
handicapped, elderly, and families with small 
children on Wednesday evenings and Sunday 
mornings. 

Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished weekly, except Christmas 
week, by Trinity United Method-
ist Church, 1400 Oxmoor Road, 
Birmingham (Homewood), AL 
35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER:  Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

SUNDAYS at Trinity:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM

Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood  •  Our Mission:  To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209  •  205.879.1737  •  Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

Sunday, November 9
10 AM • LARGE PARLOR

This class is strongly suggested for visitors who are considering 
membership at Trinity. During this hour, prospective members and 
those interested will review the membership covenant one makes 

when joining the Trinity Family. Ask a Greeter to direct you!

Interested in joining Trinity? Join us...

Please enjoy complimentary coffee served on the 3rd floor (in two 
areas) during the Sunday School hour. Additional coffee bar areas 
include the Fellowship Hall and the Family Life Center hallway on 
1st floor. Questions? Contact Laura Eanes at 879-1737 or  
leanes@trinitybirmingham.com.

Enjoy
Coffee
on Sundays

Complimentary Coffee Served

LISTEN TO SERMONS ONLINE. 
Weekly sermons from both Traditional and 
Contact worship services are available at: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/worship/sermons/


