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All are invited!

FIRST SUNDAY in ADVENT • DECEMBER 2
ADVENT WREATH WORKSHOP
December 2   |  4-5:30 PM  |  Fellowship Hall
Advent is celebrated on the four Sundays prior to 
Christmas as the time of waiting and preparing 
for the birth of the Christ child. Along with green-
ery, Advent wreaths feature a candle for each 
week, a scripture reading and a special prayer. 
Families and individuals are invited to make a 
wreath on Sunday, Dec. 2 from 4-5:30 PM in the 
Fellowship Hall. Please bring fresh greenery from 
your yard. Other supplies will be furnished.

HANGING OF THE GREEN SERVICE
December 2   | 6:00 PM  |  Sanctuary
Trinity observes the first Sunday in Advent with a 
special service known as Hanging of the Green. 
This traditional evening worship service on Sunday, 
Dec. 2 at 6 PM will feature Trinity’s Sanctuary 
Choir and Orchestra along with featured artists 
Dr. Won Cho and Dr. Kathryn Fouse. There is no 
charge for the event and the public is invited to 
attend. Nursery provided.
[ Complimentary valet parking service available. ]

Children’s Choirs
Christmas Program

• 6 PM •
Wednesday, December 5

Sanctuary



On Celebration Sunday, a few weeks back, I shared the story of how Trinity got its beginning 
when a group of women who had moved “over the mountain” and began a home based circle 
of what we now call the United Methodist Women. One of the first things they did was decide 
to put aside ten cents out of their quarter weekly pledge for a new church fund. Talk about 
seeds that have multiplied a hundred fold – out of those dimes, grew this church!

Well, there is more to the story than that. Imagine my surprise, when during the announce-
ments, I looked down and there was ten cents – two nickels – lying on the top step of the 
chancel. This was BEFORE I had shared the story of those original women and their dimes in 
my sermon. Coincidence? Or maybe one of those “God Moments.”   

On Monday afternoon in an email, I got the story about the two nickels on the chancel from 
Greg and Melissa Vincent:

Good Afternoon Andy,
I have to tell you the story of those two nickels you found on the steps at the altar in the 
8:45 a.m. service on Sunday. Our son, Daniel (4 years old), had those two nickels in his 
pocket when he gathered with his choir to sing at the Call to Worship time. They must 
have fallen out of his pocket when he was sitting on the top step. He and his brother both 
got their offerings out of their piggy banks Sunday morning and I specifically remember 
Melissa helping Daniel. We were rushing to get out the door. Melissa got out pennies, but 
Daniel said that pennies weren’t enough! We hastily found the nickels and that seemed 
to be acceptable. During the service, just seconds before you recognized the nickels on the 
floor, Daniel said to me in the pew that he didn’t have his nickels in his pocket! Then, he 
got to hear you talk about those two nickels and how important they were. Wow, it was 
pretty special for him to hear that. Daniel went on to the Castle Room after the Children’s 
Moment but I was able to tell him at bedtime that you talked more about the two nickels.  
He enjoyed hearing that the group of women pledged 10 cents to start the building 
campaign for Trinity’s first building.  

Sunday morning was such a God Moment for us. We felt so close to the situation and the 
importance of us giving a portion back to God. Thanks for making it a special day for 
our family. 

Thank you Daniel, for helping all of us remember our calling 
to be faithful stewards!

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2012
THANKSGIVING SUNDAY

8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sanctuary

SERMON
Dr. Andrew Wolfe

• 
MUSIC
8:45 AM

Trinity Orchestra, Children’s Handbell Choir
Crusader & Choralier Choirs, Sanctuary Choir,

11:00 AM
Trinity Orchestra, Carol Choir,

Praise Alliance
• 

MINISTER ON CALL
Bobby Scales, 746-4547

WESLEY HALL  •  11:15 AM
Rev. Drew Holland

A LOOK AT NOVEMBER 11

1,283 • Worship Attendance

788 • Sunday School Attendance

A PERSONAL WORD

The 8:30 AM worship service is broadcast via 
15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays

on WAPI-1070 AM.

information for guests & new members
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow people in 
Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – Traditional services in the sanctuary, 
offering same sermon and a variety of music.
•11:15 AM – CONTACT – a relaxed, informal, service in 
Wesley Hall featuring praise music from the CONTACT 
Band, children are encouraged to attend. 
•10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 years and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.

Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in the large 
parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This is a time to meet 
the pastoral staff, ask questions and learn more about the 
core values and mission of Trinity. 
We also encourage you to attend “Membership 101,” a 
basic orientation prior to joining Trinity. It is offered on the 
second Sunday of each month. Contact Rev. Drew 
Holland at dholland@trinitybirmingham.com or call 
879-1737 with any questions.

Andrew Wolfe – Senior Minister
Suzanne Pruitt – Minister of Christian Formation
Drew Holland – Minister of Evangelism, Young Adults
Nathan Carden – Minister of Outreach, Contact
David Thompson – Minister of Students
Bobby Scales – Minister of Pastoral Care & Visitation

•Church Office:  205-879-1737
•Fax:  868-9714
•Care Line:  868-9709
•Child Development Center:  879-1749



3

Growing

Growing in Grace & Generosity Report • Estimate of Giving cards continue to come in and show a positive trend. 
Thus far, there is a 5.1% increase in estimated giving from the same commitments compared to last year.  216 of the 2013 commitments are for an 
increase.  The following numbers show were we presently are, compared to our final totals for 2012:
    2013  2012
• Number of Commitments  509  657
• Total Amount Committed   $2,231,188 $2,684,324

In addition to the general budget total, there have been 89 commitments made totaling $97,958 to the Capital Debt Retirement Fund (to pay off the 
remaining debt on our new facilities). There are approximately 233 outstanding commitments from 2012 that we have not pledged for 2013.
Our Stewardship Team encourages you to take time to prayerfully consider your response in a timely manner and wants to thank all who have 
responded in such a generous way.  Your response is important!  
  
You may submit your Estimate of Giving by: • Contacting Ann Neptune in the Finance Office: 879-1737, aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com
     • Returning the Estimate of Giving card that was mailed to you 
     • Logging on to www.trinitybirmingham.com/resources/general_fund/

Mission Recognition Night
Monday, November 26 from 6-8 PM, Fellowship Hall

Join us for the 41st annual evening of mission recognition, sponsored by Trinity’s United Methodist Women. 
The following five Trinity members will be recognized for their service to ministry: 
Elizabeth Rogers, Yvonne Self, Hollen Terry, Martha Thompson, Wesley Walker

A Pasta Dinner will be served!
($6 adults /$3 kids /$20 family max)

Please RSVP for dinner by contacting Laura Eanes at 
243-8162 or littlerenovations@yahoo.com.

* Nursery available by reservation only.

In August, 68 Confirmands began meeting on Sunday nights, participating 
in rich times of fellowship, study, worship, prayer and service. 

During these experineces, they have shared in remembering their baptism or anticipating baptism, 
communion and an “upper room” worship service of foot washing. 

Last weekend, November 9-11, Confirmands and their mentors traveled 
to Lake Juanluska, NC for a retreat where they participated in worship and workshops.

CONFIRMATION RETREAT 2012



mission & outreach
HANDS ON BIRMINGHAM - FAMILY DAY OF SERVICE
Going in Faith – An Invitation: Calling All Families (families of 
one or families of many) You are invited to spend the morning 
of November 17 as part of Hands On Birmingham’s Family Day 
of Service. Multiple project opportunities are available. A few 
options are: preparing the Kings Home for Christmas (decorat-
ing & light landscaping), sprucing up the offices at American Red 
Cross (painting railings, exterior cleaning & pick up & cleaning 
disaster services vehicles), and painting & creating Christmas 
crafts at the Shepherd’s Center in East Lake (outside and inside 
activities). To learn more and/or register, please visit: 
www.HandsOnBirmingham.org or call the office at 251-5849.

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF
The damage Hurricane Sandy inflicted upon areas of the east-
ern seaboard surpassed any predictions. Thankfully, the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) continues with dedi-
cation and compassion to bring relief to those affected. If you 
would like to make a gift, you may submit a check marked “Hur-
ricane Sandy Relief: UMCOR #3021787” to TUMC, and it will 
be forwarded to the North Alabama Conference. For updates 
about our relief work, visit www.umcor.org.

COR SERVICE OPPORTUNITY
Looking for an opportunity to make an meaningful impact 
in someone’s life? We have an Outreach opportunity for your 
Sunday School class, small group, or circle of friends on the 5th 
Thursday of this year, November 30, serving breakfast at (COR) 
Church of the Reconciler to our homeless neighbors. The respon-
sibilities include purchasing the food (the church covers the cost), 
preparing the food on-site, and serving it. For more information, 
contact David Miller at dmiller5@bham.rr.com. Please prayer-
fully consider if God might be calling your group to join God’s 
work at Church of the Reconciler.

Have a question about Trinity’s Mission & Outreach? 
Please contact Rev. Nathan Carden at 879-1737 or 
email ncarden@trinitybirmingham.com.
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ANGEL TREE GIFT COLLECTION • NOVEMBER 18 & 25
All Angels have been selected! Please remember to return gifts to Trinity on 

Sunday, November 18 or Sunday, November 25 in the Ark.
 All gifts must be turned in by Monday, November 26. If you run into difficulty with this 

deadline, call the church office (879-1737) and give them your name and the 
sponsored child’s name and number.

A Few Things to Remember! 
Do not wrap gifts or include gift wrap. Place all gifts in the bag and close it securely using the 

Angel provided in the packet. Your child’s number is already on the bag. If you have a gift card 
or very small item, secure it in a small box and place inside the bag. If you have a large item 

that will not fit in the bag, please use the index card provided and tape or secure it on the gift 
securely. Bicycles should be already assembled.

Element Cafe Is Growing
• Volunteers Are Needed •

One of our greatest youth outreach ministries, 
Element Cafe, has seen an enormous increase 

over the past year!  Element Café is a time where 
students come after school on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays to participate in games and fellow-
ship, all the while providing them a safe space 
within the church to grow in their faith. Please 
help us continue to provide this safe haven for 

our students! 
We offer two shifts, 3-4:15 PM 

and 4:15-5:30 PM 
to serve at the front desk, game room, or con-

cession stand. If would like to volunteer contact 
Robert Sturdivant at 879-1737 or

rsturdivant@trinitybirmingham.com.

November 25 • Element Student Ministry 
will be having a “family dinner” from 6-8pm 
in the Haven. Families are encouraged to 
attend this event where we will eat, have 
worship, and do a blessing over the toys we 
are donating to the LoveLady Center. We 
are asking families to donate leftovers from 
Thanksgiving, so that we can have a feast 
prior to worship that night. If you would like 
to donate leftovers or make an extra dish to 
donate, contact Caroline Hare at 879-1737 or 
chare@trinitybirmingham.com.  



Wednesday
Supper

9/7 Menu:
“BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT”

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Fries

Also! 24 item Salad Bar & 2 soups

Dessert: Ice Cream Sundaes

•••••

$6/person • $3 /child (9 and under)

$5 Salad Bar 

$20 Family Max. (immediate family only)

4:45-6:15 PM
(Fellowship Hall)

Leave the cooking to us! Come eat and 
fellowship with your church family. 
Great meals at incredible prices! 
Meal Prices:
• $6/person, $3 /child (9 and under) 
• $5 Salad Bar option
• $5 Senior Adults
• $20 Family Max.(immediate family only)

Let us know you are coming...
make online reservations, and find 
weekly menus at:
www.trinitybirmingham.com.

WEDNESDAY
SUPPER

will not be 
served on

NOVEMBER 21!
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Tuesday Night YOUNG ADULT Opportunities! 
- YOUNG ADULTS, MARRIED, 20’S & 30’S • Tuesday night small group for young couples 
without children. Meet at various homes on a rotating basis. Begins at 6:45 PM. Contact Drew 
Holland at dholland@trinitybirmingham.com for more info.
 
- YOUNG ADULTS, SINGLE & MARRIED, 30’S • Tuesday night small group for young adults 
in their 30s (single and married).  Meet in Trinity’s small dining room (first floor near the 
fellowship hall) at 6:30 PM for a free meal, followed by study. Contact Eric Rogers at eric@
progressiveal.com for for info or nursery reservation.

- YOUNG PROFESSIONALS, 20’S • Tuesday night small group for those in their 20’s who are 
out of college and not married. Meet at the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott at 6:30 PM for a free 
home cooked dinner. Studies/mission projects begin at 7:10 PM. Contact Lisa Elliott at 
lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com for more info.

11/14 Menu:
ADULTS: Chicken pot pie, fried okra, 

corn pudding, slaw, cookie
KIDS: Macaroni & cheese, chicken

nuggets, fruit, cookie
•••••

Also! 24 item Salad Bar & 2 soups

A Night in Bethlehem 
event returns 
to Trinity on Sunday,
December 9.

Mark your calendar, and 
plan to attend this 
special holiday event.

If you missed the all-
volunteer meeting on 
October 22, but want 
to be a part of the
NIB team, contact 
Karen Smith at 879-
1737 or email ksmith@
trinitybirmingham.com.

A Night in Bethlehem is a fun-filled Christmas event for all ages.

For the Saint Junia NEW CHURCH UPDATE
from Dave Barnhart

log on to:  http://saintjunia.onthecity.org

Donate a wreath in honor or in memory of a loved one.
The Flower Committee will purchase four live wreaths to be hung at the 

Hanging of the Green Service on December 2. They will 
remain in the Sanctuary for several weeks during Advent. 
The cost of each is $50.00. If you would like to donate 
a wreath in honor or in memory of a loved one, please 
contact Mary Boyce in the church office at 879-1737 or 
mboyce@trinitybirmingham.com or before November 27.



pacesetters news
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14 • LUNCH BUNCH
Join Lunch Bunch on Wednesday, Nov. 14 at Silvertron 
Restaurant in Forest Park. We will leave the church at 
11:00 AM.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18 • DILL PICKERS CHRISTMAS 
Join us for a Dill Pickers Christmas Performance at Virginia 
Samford Theater. This performance is sold out. We will 
leave the church at 2:00 PM.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4 • UAB ORCHESTRA EVENT
The UAB Symphonic Orchestra Christmas Concert will be 
held on December 4 in the Sanctuary at 2:00 PM. This 
is always a wonderful performance by the UAB music 
students. All are invited.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6 • ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TEA
Don’t miss the Senior Adult Annual Christmas Tea. This is 
always a festive event. The Fellowship Hall is decorated 
for Christmas, the table is set with sumptuous Christmas 

Tea (more like a Christmas Feast!). Come share warm 
memories of another great year together with Trinity 
friends. Fellowship Hall, 2:00-4:00 PM.
SAVE THESE DATES!

• December 12 - Lunch Bunch Christmas Lunch trip to 
Ross Bridge.
• January 9, 2013 - Lunch Bunch TBD.
• January 14, 2013 - There will be an informational meet-
ing at Trinty, with Jim Trieloff (of Trieloff Tours). Jim will tell 
us about a possible trip next fall to New England & Cana-
da, featuring Prince Edward Island and Nova Scotia.

For reservations or more information on any event listed 
above, contact: Amy Lewis at 879-1737 or email 
alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.
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Don’t forget to wear 
your name tag...

on Sunday mornings or anytime you are at-
tending or representing Trinity! 

This is a great way to provide hospitality to our 
guests, and to help us get to know one another 

better. If you don’t have a name tag, contact 
Lisa at 879-1737 or 

lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.

    UAB Christmas Concert 
     Tuesday, December 4 - 2 PM, Sanctuary
The Wind Symphony and the Symphony Band 
of UAB will present a free concert of Christmas 
music at Trinity on Tuesday, December 4 at 
2 p.m. in the main sanctuary. The band will be 
directed by Dr. Sue Samuels, Director of Bands 
at UAB, and Dr. James Zingara, Asst. Director.
Everyone is cordially invited to attend.

BSC “Loafing for Service-Learning” This Sunday, November 18
Trinity is supporting students in service at Birmingham-Southern College. Students will be in worship services this Sunday to 
explain their service experiences and to offer loaves of bread they have helped to package. You may participate in this “Loafing 
for Service-Learning” fundraiser by contributing at least $10 for which you will receive a fresh loaf of bread. All funds raised 
will support students’ community engagement work – locally, nationally and internationally. (Check made payable to 
Birmingham-Southern College)

PARKING NOTICE: Please do not block the dumpsters 
or areas that are marked as NO Parking zones. Also, please 
note that the small parking lot is reserved for Handicapped, 
elderly and families with small children on Wednesday eve-
nings and Sunday mornings. Thank you.



Sunday - November 18
8:30 AM Confirmation Class to COR
8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
11:15 AM CONTACT Worship - WHALL
2:00 PM Middle School Turkey Bowl
 at Weygand Field
3:30 PM High School Turkey Bowl
 at Weygand Field
4:15 PM NO Youth Handbell Choir
5:00 PM NO High School Youth Choir
5:00 PM NO Middle School Element
6:00 PM NO High School Element
6:00 PM Community Thanksgiving Service
6:15 PM NO Adult Handbell Choir
7:00 PM NO Middle School Youth Choir
8:00 PM Men’s Pick-up Basketball - GYM
Monday - November 19
6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study B’fast - FHALL
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - Various
8:30 AM Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer
Tuesday - November 20
6:30 AM Youth Prayer B’fast - Haven
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - Various
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - GYM
8:30 AM Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer

10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
10:00 AM Mama & Me - Nursery
11:00 AM Soup & Salad - FHALL
3:30 PM Element Cafe - Haven 
6:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice
6:30 PM Young Adults 30’s - SDR
Wednesday - November 21
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - Various
8:30 AM Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer
9:00 AM Yoga - Rm. 315
4:45 PM NO Wednesday Supper
5:15 PM NO Children’s Handbells
6:00 PM NO Children’s Choirs
Thursday - November 22 Thanksgiving
Office Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday
Friday - November 23
Office Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday

take note

highlighted events this week

in memoriam
We extend our love and sympathy: 
• to Milton and Jo Ann Watts on the death of his 
father, Milton Floyd Watts, on November 5. He was 
also the grandfather of Kelly and Clay Watts and Rev. 
Andy and Rev. Janice Yates. Mr. Watts was also the 
great-grandfather of Sullivan and Harrison Watts 
and Ginny and Theo Yates. 
• to Paige and Scott Hofer on the death of her 
aunt, Louise Bartlett, on November 8. She was the 
great-aunt of Will and Greyson Hofer.
• to Eric and Lissa Peterson on the death of his 
father, Craig Alan Peterson, on November 6. He was 
the grandfather of Connor Gill Peterson and Lane 
Elizabeth Peterson.

congratulations
• to John and Abby Murray on the birth of their 
son, Grant Edward Murray, on November 4. Big 
sister is Mallie Murray and proud grandparents are 
Becky and Ed Williams.
• to Clay and Amy Green on the birth of their son, 
Richard Peyton Green, on November 6.
• to Adam and Emily Israel on the baptism of 
their daughter, Ann Parker Israel, on November 11.
• to John and Lauren Eagar on the baptism of 
their son, John Jameson Eagar, on November 11.
• to Tom and Rachael Ashbaker on the baptism 
of their son, Aaron Hamilton Ashbaker, on 
November 11.
• to Rachael Jeff and Keith Abercrombie Jr. on 
their wedding on November 10.

CFT Craft Room–143
FSR Fireside Room–145
CONF Conference Room–220
SANC Sanctuary
FHALL Fellowship Hall

LIB Library–218
NAT Not at Trinity
LP Large Parlor
SP Small Parlor–105
HAVEN Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL Mouat Chapel
MS Music Suite–132
WHALL Wesley Hall
SDR Small Dining Room
FLC Family Life Center

in the hospital
CHILDREN’S                                  Ann Adele Allen 
UAB HIGHLANDS                             Jo Ann Rainey
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As of November 11, 2012
GENERAL BUDGET:                                            2012
Given Month to Date:                                   $127,718 
Avg. Needs to Date:                                       $126,876   
Balance/shortage:                                $842 

SAY AMEN Gifts this Month:                           $8,550
SAY AMEN Gifts to Date:                             $404,335

Note from Treasurer: Questions about church 
finances, income or expense? If you wonder how 
funds are received or expensed, the financial books of 
Trinity are open to any member, contact Ann Neptune 
at 879-1737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

treasurer’s report

TRINITY BOOK GROUP • Wednesday, November 28 
Do you like to read, share, discuss, even question? Join us on 
Wednesday, November 28 to review The Beginner’s Goodbye, a novel 
by Ann Tyler.  Leo Wright will lead this session.  Read and meet on 
Wednesday evening, from 6:00 to 7:00 PM in the Small Parlor.

Called  to Pray 
The Mouat Chapel is open for prayer 
weekdays from 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM. 

Prayer request forms can be found on the 
last pew.  Please enter silently, pray quietly 

and stay as long as you like. 
If you would like more information on our 

Prayer Ministry, 
contact Lisa Elliott at 879-1737 

or email 
lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.



Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-

lished weekly, except Christmas week, 

by Trinity United Methodist Church, 

1400 Oxmoor Road, Birmingham 

(Homewood), AL 35209-3998. Period-

icals postage paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER:  Send address chang-

es to: Tidings, Trinity United Method-

ist Church, P.O. Box 19069, Birming-

ham, AL 35219-9069.

SUNDAYS at Trinity: Worship 8:45, 11:00 & 11:15 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM

Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood  •  Our Mission:  To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209  •  205.879.1737  •  Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Interested in Membership?
Join us the first Sunday of every month in the large parlor for “Coffee with 
the Pastor.” This is a time to meet the pastoral staff, ask questions and 
learn more about the core values and mission of Trinity. We also encour-
age you to attend “Membership 101,” a basic orientation prior to joining 
Trinity.  It is offered on the second Sunday of each month. Contact Drew 
Holland at 879-1737 or email dholland@trinitybirmingham.com with 
any questions.

Tom and Riley Goree
305 W. Glenwood Dr., Homewood, AL 35209
The Gorees joined Trinity by vows from another Chris-
tian denomination and by Profession of Faith. Tom is 
and attorney with Farris, Riley and Pitt. Riley is a PTA 
with Restore Therapy. They have a son, Russell, who is 
19 months old.

Tree of remembrance
A Christmas tree was placed in the large parlor 

on All Saints Sunday, November 4. 
All Trinity Saints who passed away this year

are remembered through ornaments. 
The tree will remain in the parlor

through Christmas. 
If you have a family member you would like to 
remember, please contact the church office. 

879-1737

Stephen Sims
Jennifer Duchock
9113 Brookline Lane, Helena, AL 35080
Stephen and Jennifer joined Trinity by vows from 
another Christian denomination and by associate 
membership. 


