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Annual Fall Kickoff Dinner
Join us next week on

Thursday, October 11
6 PM • Fellowship Hall

FEATURING GUEST SPEAKER:
Rich Wingo, former football player

University of Alabama and NFL

DINNER: Catered by The Fish Market

TICKETS: $12 advance/$15 at the door
Tickets available on Sunday mornings and in 

the church office (879-1737).
•

Questions? Contact Drew Holland at 
dholland@trinitybirmingham.com.

Rich Wingo is a former linebacker in 
the National Football League. He played 
five seasons for the Green Bay Packers from 
1979 to 1984. He was originally drafted by 
the Packers in the 7th round of the 1979 
NFL Draft out of the University of Alabama.

He was a part of one of the most famous 
plays in college football history, “The Goal 
Line Stand” in Alabama’s Sugar Bowl vic-
tory over Penn State in 1979. He played for 

college coach-
ing legend Paul 
“Bear” Bryant. 

He currently lives 
in Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama with his 
wife Cheri and 
their two sons, 
Jake and Luke. Gro

In Grace & Generosity
Stewardship 2013

Still other seeds fell on good soil. 
It came up, grew and 

produced a crop, 
some multiplying thirty, 

some sixty, 
some a hundred times. 

Mark 4:8

wing

See inside on page 3.

 Trinity Flu Shot Clinic
Open to all!

•••
This week.  Thursday, October 4

8 am - 1 pm  •  Fellowship Hall 

Flu Shot:  $20   ( Medicare Accepted )

Questions?  Contact Amy Lewis, 879-1737 

In cooperation with



I never knew my grandfather, who died while my mother was a young girl. Later my grand-
mother married a man who had a farm in New York state, not far from Niagra Falls. When I 
was 11, I spent the summer on the farm – a fruit farm really.  There were apple, peach and 
cherry tree orchards.  

To a city boy,  fruit and vegetables were something that you bought at the store. But that 
summer, I learned there was more to it than that!  On the farm, we got up early because 
there was work to be done. I learned to drive a tractor to mow the lanes between the trees 
and learned to spray insecticides. I learned how to pick peaches, apples and cherries when 
the time for harvest came. A lot had to happen for that fruit to appear on the table.

Stephen Covey, in his book Principle-Centered Leadership, talks about the “law of the 
farm.”  Procrastinating and cramming does not work on the farm. The cows have to be 
milked every day. The fields have to be prepared and the seeds sown. He says, “According 
to natural laws and principles, I must prepare the ground, put in the seed, cultivate, weed 
and water if I expect to reap a harvest.”  Convey goes on to make the point that the same 
natural laws apply to all the arenas of our lives – in our relationships and our professions. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2012
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sanctuary

SERMON

Dr. Andrew Wolfe

• 

MUSIC

8:45 AM

Sanctuary Choir, Ashley Snow,

Anna Underwood

11:00 AM

Cross & Flame Youth Choir, Anna Underwood

• 

MINISTER ON CALL

Nathan Carden, 863-0765

WESLEY HALL  •  11:15 AM
Rev. Nathan Carden

A LOOK AT SEPTEMBER 30

1,193 • Worship Attendance

767 • Sunday School Attendance

A PERSONAL WORD

The 8:30 AM worship service is broadcast via 
15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays

on WAPI-1070 AM and 100.5 FM.

information for guests & new members
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow people in 
Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – Traditional services in the sanctuary, 
offering same sermon and a variety of music.
•11:15 AM – CONTACT – a relaxed, informal, service in 
Wesley Hall featuring praise music from the CONTACT 
Band, children are encouraged to attend. 
•10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 years and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.

Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in the large 
parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This is a time to meet 
the pastoral staff, ask questions and learn more about the 
core values and mission of Trinity. 
We also encourage you to attend “Membership 101,” a 
basic orientation prior to joining Trinity. It is offered on the 
second Sunday of each month. Contact Rev. Drew 
Holland at dholland@trinitybirmingham.com or call 
879-1737 with any questions.

Andrew Wolfe – Senior Minister
Suzanne Pruitt – Minister of Christian Formation
Drew Holland – Minister of Evangelism, Young Adults
Nathan Carden – Minister of Outreach, Contact
David Thompson – Minister of Students
Bobby Scales – Minister of Pastoral Care & Visitation

•Church Office:  205-879-1737
•Fax:  868-9714
•Care Line:  868-9709
•Child Development Center:  879-1749

Gro

In Grace & Generosity

wing

There is a spiritual law at work here also.  
We reap what we sow.  – Paul writes in 
2 Corinthians 9:6: The one  who sows sparingly 
will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. 
We have to plant the seeds if we expect the harvest.  

Over the past years we have watched our ministries 
at Trinity grow in a remarkable way. So many lives 
are being touched and transformed through the 
ministry of this church. But this can happen, only 
when we are faithful in sowing the seeds with our 
generosity – with our giving and serving. When we 
do our part, God blesses and multiplies our efforts. 



Stewardship Spotlight: Nursery & Preschool Ministry

$830

Weekly Nursery Care Expense:  2006       2012

Six years ago it cost $830 a week to 
provide quality nursery care. 
But because of the increase in the 
numbers of children, the 2012
nursery care amount is 
$1,650 a week. Double!

$1650
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A note from a member...
    A few weeks ago my oldest daughter Anne (6) and middle daughter Kate (5) came downstairs with 
their piggy banks in hand, eagerly wanting to count the money they had earned or were given over 
the past few years.  We proceeded to pour all of the money onto the floor and make piles of coins so 
we could count what they had saved.  This was a great opportunity for my wife and I to teach them 
what each coin was worth and how to count money. This was also an opportunity to teach them about 
tithing – about setting aside money to give to God in the offering plate.  Anne and Kate had tithed in 
the past, but had never methodically counted out and set aside a percentage of their piggy bank.  I 
would love to say that both of them did this with the joy of giving back to God, who has blessed us with 
so much.  However, let’s just say that when you are already substantially short of your goal to buy an 
American Girl Doll, the joy of giving is diminished.  
     My wife, Marianne, and I had made a mistake. The first dime that went into that piggy bank should 
have produced a penny for the offering plate. Since we had not taught our kids to pledge the first fruits 
to God, we allowed their desire for a toy to lessen their joy of giving.
     As is often the case, my kids have challenged me and encouraged me to lead by example – to show 
them the spiritual gains of tithing. For me, this means switching my pledge to direct deposit. I no 
longer want to give lump sums of money to the church as available.  This allows the temptation of a 
toy to diminish my joy of giving.  For others, it may be to make an initial pledge or to increase their 
pledge.  Whatever steps you take, I encourage each of you to reflect on the manner in which you give.  
Are you giving back to the Church in a way that you would want to teach your children?
- David Siegel

Growing in Grace & Generosity

Celebration
Sunday

You are invited 
to lunch!

OCTOBER 28

We will consecrate our gifts and 
commitments during worship on 

Sunday, October 28. 
After services, we will celebrate 
with a churchwide luncheon. 

Two lunch seatings available: 
11 AM & 12 Noon 

Please make a reservation through 
your Sunday School class

or online at:
www.trinitybirmingham.com/

reservations/celebration

As parents of two girls under the age of three, we can confidently say that Trinity’s 
nursery program is an important component of Trinity’s mission to “grow” in at least 
three ways. 

First, the nursery has helped us grow in our faith by affording us the opportunity to 
attend worship services, Sunday school, and other special events. Each time we 
leave our children in the nursery, the nursery leaders and staff are very profes-
sional, reassuring, and comforting, leaving us no doubt that our children are in 
good hands.  

Second, the nursery is the starting point for raising children in the church and 
planting the seeds of spiritual discipline and church attendance that hopefully 
will remain with our children forever. 

Third, Trinity’s fantastic children’s programs and facilities, including the nursery, 
was one of the “selling points” that drew us to Trinity several years ago. Thus, 
whether by giving parents the opportunity to focus on their own spiritual growth or 
fostering the growth of the children, the nursery is truly an asset that Trinity can 
be proud of.             - William & Sarah Paulk

Growing in Faith...

•  Since 2008, Trinity has welcomed 260 newborn babies.

•  Sunday nursery attendance has increased by 36% in 5 years.

•  The total cost of Children’s Ministry is more than $242,000 / year.

Did You Know?
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mission & outreach
Church of the Reconciler Service Opportunity
Looking for an opportunity to make an meaningful impact in 
someone’s life? We have an Outreach opportunity for your 
Sunday School class, small group, or circle of friends on the 
5th Thursdays of this year, August 31 and November 30, 
serving breakfast at Church of the Reconciler to our home-
less neighbors. The responsibilities include purchasing the 
food (the church covers the cost), preparing the food on-site, 
and serving it. For more information, contact David Miller at 
dmiller5@bham.rr.com. Please prayerfully consider if God 
might be calling your group to join God’s work at Church of 
the Reconciler.

Hannah’s Friends
Are you hurting because you want a baby or have lost one? 

Are you a friend or a loved one of someone who struggles with 
faith as she longs for a child? If your answer to any of these ques-
tions is yes, we invite you to join us. Hannah’s Friends is a group 
of women who struggle with issues of infertility, just as Hannah 
did in the Bible. Our small group shares fellowship, prayer and 

Bible study as we try to discern the unique path that God has for 
each of us. Join us on the 4th Monday evening of each 

month at 5:30 PM in the Small Parlor. 
For more info, contact Amanda Hall at acollins24@hotmail.com. 

Baby Love Sewing Ministry
Baby Love has joined with Threads of Love to donate 
items for preemies at 10 hospitals. Threads of Love has 
some wonderful new ideas for Trinity members to either 
knit or sew. All supplies will be furnished by using mis-
sion funds. If you are interested in joining this ministry, 
contact Donna Himes at donna_himes@bellsouth.net or 
902-4840.

Have a question about Trinity’s Mission & Outreach? 
Please contact Rev. Nathan Carden at 879-1737 or 
ncarden@trinitybirmingham.com.

Mid-Week YOUNG ADULT
Opportunities! 

YOUNG ADULTS, MARRIED, 20’S & 30’S • Trinity’s Tuesday night small 
group for young couples without children continues. We will meet at various 
homes on a rotating basis. Be there at 6:45 as we begin our study of Adam 
Hamilton’s “Making Love Last a Lifetime.” Also, join us for dinner out at the 
conclusion of the study! For questions, address/ directions, or more infor-
mation, please contact Drew Holland at dholland@trinitybirmingham.com.
 
YOUNG ADULTS, SINGLE & MARRIED, 30’S • On Tuesday, September 
18th, Trinity started a new small group for young adults in their 30s (single 
and married). Join us in Trinity’s small dining room (first floor near the fel-
lowship hall) at 6:30 as we begin our study of Proverbs. We will offer a free 
meal, followed by the study. If you have children and would like to utilize the 
nursery, please let us know. For that and other questions, please contact Eric 
Rogers at eric@progressiveal.com.

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS, 20’S • This group meets most Tuesday nights 
at the home of Mark and Lisa Elliott for those in their 20’s who are out of 
college and not married. Free home cooked dinner served at 6:30 PM. Vari-
ous weekly studies/mission projects begin at 7:10 PM. For more info, email 
Lisa Elliott at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.

Coffee with the Pastors
This Sunday, October 7

10 AM • LARGE PARLOR
This is a casual time for guests to meet the pastoral staff. 

During this hour, you will learn about the mission statement 
of the church as well as Trinity’s core values. This is also 

an excellent time to ask general questions and learn more 
about the church family.



• CHILDREN’S HANDBELLS
    5:15-6:00 PM

• CHILDREN’S CHOIRS
    6:00 - 6:45 PM

• YOUTH EVENTS
    6:00 PM

• ADULT STUDIES
    6:00 PM

• KIDZONE
    6:45-7:45 PM
(For children whose parents are in 
evening studies or adult choirs.)

Wednesday
Nights!

9/7 Menu:
“BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT”

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Fries

Also! 24 item Salad Bar & 2 soups

Dessert: Ice Cream Sundaes

•••••

$6/person • $3 /child (9 and under)

$5 Salad Bar 

$20 Family Max. (immediate family only)

• WEDNESDAY SUPPER
    4:45-6:15 PM (Fellowship Hall)
Leave the cooking to us! Come eat and 
fellowship with your church family. 
Great meals at incredible prices! 
Meal Prices:
• $6/person, $3 /child (9 and under) 
• $5 Salad Bar option
• $5 Senior Adults
• $20 Family Max.(immediate family only)

Let us know you are coming...
make online reservations, and find 
weekly menus at:
www.trinitybirmingham.com.

10/3 Menu:
ADULTS: Baked chicken, mashed 

potatoes, green salad, cookie
KIDS: Hamburgers, chips, 

fruit, milk, cookie 
••••• 

Also! 24 item Salad Bar & 2 soups

10/10 Menu:
ADULTS: Baked ham, macaroni & 

cheese, green beans, 

green salad, rolls, cookie

Kids: Corn dogs, chips, fruit, 

milk, cookie

••••• 

Also! 24 item Salad Bar & 2 soups
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As a part of the design for the new Prayer Garden and Columbarium, a Memorial Panel will be 
included. This will provide a place to honor and remember those faithful deceased members and 
loved ones who have served this church, but who are interred elsewhere. The Memorial Panel will be 
located inside the columbarium. The material will be limestone with the names etched into the stone. 
If you are interested in placing a name on the panel. please contact the church office for an applica-

tion. The cost is $500 per 
name. This is a beautiful 
fitting way to remember 
those who have faithfully 
served this Church through 
the years and who are now 
a part of that great cloud 
of witnesses who sur-
round and whose examples 
inspire us.

The Trinity Prayer Garden and Columbarium

Trinity is in the process of beginning constuction on the new Prayer Garden and Columbarium, 
which will be located in the empty space between the East Narthex and Wesley Hall. Niches in the 
Columbarium are available for current and former members of Trinity and their families. We believe 
this service enhances our spiritual lives, provides a sacred place for meditation and remembrance, 
in addition to providing an internment option that is holy, respectful and economical. The Trinity 
Prayer Garden and Columbarium is a completely self-funding project through the sale of Columbar-
ium niches, memorials and contributions by interested persons. For more information, contact Ann 
Neptune, Business Administrator at 879-1737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

MEMORIAL Panel

COLLIDE WITH CANCER is a new team for the 2012 Susan Komen, Race 
for the Cure to benefit breast cancer. The team was formed by Sarah Cox 
and Trinity’s College Sunday School class members to honor Trinity member, 
Beverly Handley. Trinity members have always been a part of the race and the 
college class would like to invite any and all that would like to participate to 
join them on October 20 at Linn Park for the wonderful event. It is a 5K walk/
run, you can choose when you are there. 
Please register at www.komenncalabama.org. Click Register, Join existing 
team, and search for Collide with Cancer. This is a very important outreach so 
please consider joining. Any questions, please contact Sarah Cox at shcox@
crimson.ua.edu or 205-317-6271.



pacesetters news
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4 - FLU SHOT CLINIC
A Flu Shot Clinic will be held October 4 in the Fellowship 
Hall from 8 AM - 1 PM. This clinic is open to all. Flu shots 
are $20 and Medicare will be accepted. Questions? Con-
tact Amy Lewis at 879-1737.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER SPECIAL FOR SENIORS 
Early Bird Special: 4:00 - 4:30 PM. Seniors eat for $5! Join 
us in the Small Dining Room for Quiet Dining. Come early 
and save.

SAVE THE DATES!
• October 9-10 Senior event at Camp Sumatanga:
                          “Living Light...The Dance of Joy”
• December 4   UAB Christmas Concert
• December 6   Senior Adult Christmas Party

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE:
- Some of our seniors need occasional help with yard work 
and other household chores and are willing to pay some-
one for their services. Call Amy Lewis for more details.
- There is a need for volunteers to serve breakfast at the 
Church of the Reconciler on the fifth Thursday only (3 or 4 
times a year). You will be working with other Trinity mem-
bers in this service opportunity. 
- We also need one volunteer to prepare lunch for 20 
people at COR on the fifth Thursday. You will be blessed!

For reservations or more information on any event listed 
above, contact: Amy Lewis at 879-1737 or email 
alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.
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TRINITY BOOK GROUP • Wednesday, October 17 
Do you like to read, share, discuss, even question? Join us on Wednesday, 
October 17 to review Island of  Saints, a novel written by Andy Andrews. Ruth 
Truett will lead this session. Read and meet on Wednesday evening, from 6:00 
to 7:00 PM in the Small Parlor.

PARKING NOTICE: Please do not block the dumpsters or areas that are marked as 
NO Parking zones. Also, please note that the small parking lot is reserved for Handicapped, 
elderly and families with small children on Wednesday evenings and Sunday mornings. 
Thank you.

FALL FROLIC at FAIR HAVEN
OCTOBER 11, 2012

A Christmas theme luncheon will be served at noon in the main living room at Fair Haven. 
Our program which follows will certainly be delightful and bring back wonderful memories as 

we will be entertained by Nat King Cole(impersonator).
For everyone’s convenience, a shuttle will run beginning at 10 AM from the 

Publix parking lot (across from Fair Havenon Montclair Road) and will run again after the 
program to return everyone to their cars.

TICKETS are $20.00 each. 
Remember, ladies (and gentlemen), this is our yearly fundraiser for Fair Haven Auxiliary. For 

tickets please contact Sara Robinson at 833-1717 or email saraleecake@msn.com.

- Checks should be made out to Fair Haven Auxiliary. -

Night in Bethlehem event
returns to Trinity 

this year! 

Mark your calendars - Sunday, 
December 9. Many, many 
volunteers are needed for this 
special event. If you are interest-
ed in being a part of the Night in 
Bethlehem team, contact Karen 
at 879-1737 or email her at 
ksmith@trinitybirmingham.com.

Night inBethlehem



Sunday - October 7
8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
10:00 AM Sunday School
10:00 AM Coffee With the Pastors - LP
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
11:15 AM CONTACT Worship - WHALL
4:15 PM Youth Handbell Choir - Rm. 225
5:00 PM Senior High Youth Choir - MS
5:00 PM Confirmation - Rm. 300, various
5:00 PM Middle School Element - Haven
6:00 PM Adult Studies - various
6:15 PM Adult Handbell Choir - Rm. 225
6:30 PM Senior High Element - Haven
7:00 PM Middle School Youth Choir - MS
Monday - October 8
6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study B’fast - FHALL
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - Various
8:30 AM Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer
6:00 PM Strong Fathers Study - Rm. 301
6:00 PM UAB Faculty Brass Concert - SANC
Tuesday - October 9
6:30 AM Youth Prayer B’fast - Haven
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - Various
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - GYM
8:30 AM Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer
10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
10:00 AM Mama and Me - Nursery
11:00 AM Soup & Salad - FHALL
3:30 PM Element Cafe - Haven
5:30 PM Young Adults 30’s - SDR

Wednesday - October 10
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - Various
8:30 AM Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer
9:00 AM Yoga - Rm. 315
4:45 PM Wednesday Supper - FHALL
5:15 PM Children’s Handbells - Rm. 225
6:00 PM Children’s Choirs - various
6:00 PM Adult Studies - various
6:45 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice - MS
Thursday - October 11
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - Various
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - GYM
8:30 AM Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer
9:00 AM Adult Studies - various 
3:30 PM Element Cafe - Haven
6:00 PM Trinity Men Dinner Event - FHALL
Friday - October 12
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - GYM
8:30 AM Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer

Nursery Volunteers October 7
Blair Middleton, Lori Cracraft, Catherine Rockhold,

Amy Schoenherr
•••

Nursery volunteers are needed each Sunday. To volunteer, 
please contact Kim Skelton at 879-1737 or email 

nurseryvolunteers@trinitybirmingham.com.

take note

highlighted events this week

congratulations
• to Rev. Mack and Ann Chapman on the birth of 
their twin grandchildren, Genevieve Walsh Chapman 
and Benjamin Duke Chapman, on September 18. 
Proud parents are Stuart Chapman and Bridgett 
Walsh.
• to Darren and Ashley Jones on baptism of their 
daughter, Caitlyn Emsley Jones, on September 30.

CFT Craft Room–143
FSR Fireside Room–145
CONF Conference Room–220
SANC Sanctuary
FHALL Fellowship Hall

LIB Library–218
NAT Not at Trinity
LP Large Parlor
SP Small Parlor–105
HAVEN Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL Mouat Chapel
MS Music Suite–132
WHALL Wesley Hall
SDR Small Dining Room
FLC Family Life Center

in the hospital
BROOKWOOD                                Jennifer Brandt 
UAB:                                              Joyce McCollum

PLEASE NOTE: Tidings publishes each week on Tuesday (except 
for the week of Christmas). The deadline for submitting informa-
tion to be included is on Thursday, the week prior to the publish 
date. Please submit info via email to Haley Smith at hsmith@
trinitybirmingham.com. Tidings is delivered to the printing com-
pany each Monday at Noon. It is printed and mailed on Tuesday 
afternoon. Should you not receive your copy in a timely manner, 
please contact your postal carrier. The online version of Tidings 
is available each week on Tuesday at: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/news/tidings

Available for your use on 
first floor and second floor 
library area.
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As of September 30, 2012
GENERAL BUDGET:                                            2012
Given Month to Date:                                    $204,417 
Avg. Needs to Date:                                       $257,277  
Balance/shortage:                         ($52,860)

SAY AMEN Gifts this Month:                         $35,698
SAY AMEN Gifts to Date:                             $357,275

Note from Treasurer: Questions about church 
finances, income or expense? If you wonder how 
funds are received or expensed, the financial books of 
Trinity are open to any member, contact Ann Neptune 
at 879-1737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

treasurer’s report

Don’t forget your name tag...
on Sunday mornings or anytime you are attending or representing Trinity! 
This is a great way to provide hospitality to our guests, and to help us get 
to know one another better. If you don’t have a name tag, contact Lisa at 

879-1737 or lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.
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SUNDAYS at Trinity: Worship 8:45, 11:00 & 11:15 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM

Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood  •  Our Mission:  To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209  •  205.879.1737  •  Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Interested in Membership?
Join us the first Sunday of every month in the large parlor for “Coffee with 
the Pastor.” This is a time to meet the pastoral staff, ask questions and 
learn more about the core values and mission of Trinity. We also encour-
age you to attend “Membership 101,” a basic orientation prior to joining 
Trinity.  It is offered on the second Sunday of each month. Contact Drew 
Holland at 879-1737 or email dholland@trinitybirmingham.com with 
any questions.

Alex and Meredith Husnik
110 Edgewood Blvd., Homewood, AL 35209
The Husniks joined Trinity by vows from another Christian 
denomination. Alex is a wholesaler for First Trust.
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Stacia Fagan (not pictured)
414 Edgeland Place, Homewood, AL 35209
Stacia joined Trinity by vows from another Christian denomination. She is 
a Finance Manager at Regions Bank and has a son, Connor (8).


