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INTRO TO 
METHODISM
September 21 & 28

Who is John Wesley? What 
do Methodists believe? 

New members, guests or 
new Christians are invited 

to learn about 
Methodist history, 

theology and practice. 

Led by Dr. Andy Wolfe 
on three Sundays in 

September (14, 21 & 28) 
at 10 AM in the 

Small Dining Room
located on the 1st floor. 

Questions? Contact 
Laura Eanes at 

879-1737 or email 
leanes@

trinitybirmingham.com.
Find us on Facebook • Trinity United Methodist Church, Homewood 

Follow us on Twitter • @everygiftcounts

Sunday, September 28
Visit www.magiccitymiracle.org
Register Today!

On Sunday, September 28 following morning worship, Trinity members are 
called to join other Birmingham area volunteers to participate in Magic City Miracle 2014, 
a United Methodist sponsored day of community service. 

As the largest sponsoring church, in 2013 over 500 Trinity members and friends joined with 
over 1,400 other volunteers to help our friends and neighbors in the Greater-Birmingham 
Area. This year we are hoping to double the number to 4,000 volunteers.

Projects are offered for all ages and skill levels. 

Three Easy Steps to Get Involved:
1 -  Visit www.magiccitymiracle.org and select a project 
2 -  Sign up as an individual, family or group  
      (you will receive details about the  project from the site leader prior to 9/28)
3 -  Gather at Linn Park between 12-1 PM for registration and a send off to your   
      project... then go make a difference!

Let’s help put the magic back in Magic City by following in the footsteps of Jesus to 
serve the least and the lost! Questions? Contact Nathan Carden at 879-1737 or 
ncarden@trinitybirmingham.com.

Register today at www.magiccitymiracle.org



SERMON
Dr. Andrew Wolfe 

“It’s The End Of The World (as we know it)”
 •

MUSIC
8:45 AM 

Cross & Flame Handbell Choir
Cross & Flame Youth Choir 

11:00 AM 
Cross & Flame Handbell Choir

Sanctuary Choir
• 

MINISTER ON CALL
Bobby Scales, 746-4547

PERSONAL WORD

INFORMATION FOR GUESTS & NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow 
people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world 
and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – TRADITIONAL services in 
the sanctuary, offering same sermon and a variety 
of music.
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM  – CONTACT – a relaxed, 
informal, service in Wesley Hall featuring music 
from the CONTACT Band, children are encour-
aged to attend. 

• 10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 yrs. and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.
Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in 
the large parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This 
is a time to meet the pastoral staff, ask questions 
and learn more about the core values and mission 
of Trinity. We also encourage you to attend “Mem-
bership 101,” a basic orientation prior to joining 
Trinity. It is offered on the second Sunday of each 
month. Questions? Call 879-1737.

Andrew Wolfe - Senior Minister
Brian Erickson - Senior Minister Designate 
Nathan Carden - Minister of Outreach, Contact
Suzanne Pruitt - Minister of Christian Formation 
Bobby Scales - Minister of Pastoral Care
David Thompson - Minister of Students

• Church Office:  879-1737  /  Fax:  868-9714
• Care Line:  868-9709
• Child Development Center:  879-1749

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL, Rev. Brian Erickson

“It’s The End Of The World (as we know it)”

SEPTEMBER 14 - ATTENDANCE
1,503 • Total Worship Attendance
957 • Traditional    |   546 • Contact

909 • Sunday School

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2014
8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sanctuary

The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast 
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays

on WAPI-1070 AM.

An article that appeared in the Smithsonian magazine in 2008, reported on recent 
discoveries at a sight called Göbekli Tepe, located in modern day Turkey. This 
site contained a vast complex of Stonehenge-style megalithic circles. For thou-
sands of years, this Early Neolithic structure lay buried under multiple strata of 
prehistoric trash, and therefore just looked like a big hill. Its Turkish name is Gö-
bekli Tepe: “hill with a potbelly,” or “fat hill.” There are a number of unsettling 
things about Göbekli Tepe. It is estimated to be eleven thousand years old – six 
and a half thousand years older than the Great Pyramid, five and a half thousand 
years older than the earliest known cuneiform texts, and about a thousand years 
older than the walls of Jericho, formerly believed to be the world’s most ancient 
monumental structure.

Klaus Schmidt, the German archeologist who first discovered the importance of 
this sight, calls it “the first human-built holy place.” Gobekli Tepe is, he believes,  
a place of worship on an unprecedented scale – humanity’s first “cathedral on 
a hill.”

What is startling about this discovery and theory is that it turns conventual theo-
ries about the rise of human civilization on its head. Scholars have long believed 
that only after people learned to farm and live in settled communities did they 
have the time, organization skills and resources to construct temples and sup-
port complicated social structures. But, Schmidt argues, it was the other way 
around: the extensive, coordinated effort to build the monoliths literally laid the 
groundwork for the development of complex societies. The findings at Göbekli 
Tepe suggest that we have the story backward – that it was actually the need to 
build a sacred site that first obliged hunter-gatherers to organize themselves as a 
workforce, to spend long periods of time in one place, to secure a stable food sup-
ply, and eventually to invent agriculture. 6,000 years before there was a written 
language, a sanctuary, a massive place of worship was built. Worship gave rise to 
civilization, not the other way around.  

Whether you buy all of Schmidt’s theory or not, it is beyond dispute that before 
recorded history, worship was central to human beings. Critics scoff and call it 
superstition and fear, but more convincing to me is the idea that we human beings 
are made to worship something or someone. As the Bible puts it, we are made 
in the image of God – made to be in relationship to God. Worship answers some 
deep, primeval need in the human spirit. Thousands of years later, St. Augustine 
would declare that our hearts are restless until they rest in God.



PERSONAL WORD Continued

Of course, if worship is something we are made 
to do, the only question is what we worship 
– what we give ultimate worth to in life. For 
Christians the answer to that question is the 
God who is revealed to us in Jesus and contin-
ues to be present through the Spirit. The book 
of Revelation, the Bible’s “last word,” depicts 
a universal act of worship – a great multitude 
from all tribes and peoples standing before the 
Lamb and worshipping. Worship is finally the 
hearts’ home. 

This Sunday, we continue the sermon series on 
Revelation, by looking at worship as the act 
which forms, transforms, comforts and 
challenges us. Join us.

september sermon series -
all worship services

Ever wondered what the book of Revelation was all about?  
Is there more to it than monsters, mysterious numbers and 
secret codes? Join our pastors in September for a sermon se-
ries on the Bible’s most controversial and misunderstood book.  
Bring a friend to hear Revelation’s message of hope, grace, 
and redemption.

It’s The End Of The World 
[ as we know it ]
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Sunday School Classes 
Moving to New Classrooms 
on September 21  

CLASS:  ROOM NUMBER:

Koinonia 144                                                      

Ahava  309                                                      

Asbury  Small Parlor                                     

Agape  324                                                       

Aims  323                                                     

Discovery 326                        

Relevant 330                        

Gamos  320          

Questions? Contact your Sunday School 
class representative or Suzanne Pruitt, 
879-1737.

We are growing! Some of our Adult 
Sunday School Classes will be locating 
to different rooms.



Prayer Garden 
Columbarium

Labyrinth
Everyone is welcome and invited to use Trinity’s Prayer Garden 
and Prayer Labyrinth. It is a sacred space for reflection, prayer 
and remembrance. It should be used to respect this purpose. 
Please use quiet voices in the garden and monitor children. 
Children should be taught that this is not a playground. They 
should not run, pick up rocks or place items in the fountain. 
Remember, the Columbarium holds the remains of departed 
Trinity members; children should not climb on the walls.

For information on Columbarium niches, please contact Ann 
Neptune in the church office at 879-1737 or  email
aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

4

LISTEN TO SERMONS ONLINE. 
Weekly sermons from both Traditional and 
Contact worship services are available at: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/worship/sermons/

Handicapped Persons Need Easy Access to 
Blue Wheelchair Ramps
Please do not park in front of the wheelchair ramps. One ramp is on 

Seminole Drive at the main office entrance, and another one is on 
Clermont Drive at the Fireside Room entrance. Wheelchair-bound 

persons need safe, open, clear access to these ramps at all times. 
Thank you.

 

$20.00 Family Maximum  (or)  
    - $6.00 per adult
    - $3.00 per child (9 and under)
    - $5.00 per senior adult
    - $5.00 Salad Bar option

Please let us know you are coming! 
Make a reservation online at 
www.trinitybirmingham.com

menu - September 17
• ADULTS: Chicken parmesan, green 
beans, small tossed salad, cookie
• KIDS: Pizza, fruit, cookie, milk

menu - September 24
• ADULTS: Beef tips, rice, steamed 
broccoli, cookie
• KIDS: Corndogs, fries, fruit, 
cookie, milk

menu - October 1
• ADULTS: Breakfast for Supper... 
scrambled eggs, grits, biscuits, bacon, 
sausage, omelet station
• KIDS: Pancakes, sausage links, 
bacon, grits, fruit, milk

* Menu subject to change.
Make a reservation & find menus at: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com

food & fellowship

4:30-6:15 pm
fellowship hall



student ministry
weekly update

www.elementstudentministry.com

Here is what is happening at Element this week:

SUNDAY NIGHT LIVE, 9/21 from 6-8 PM -  We will be talking about a 
topic that is very relevant to every one of our students…bullying. We do our 
best to make every Sunday night special, but I really cannot encourage you 
enough to make this Sunday night a priority for your students. Every one of 
our students is dealing with bullying in some form and we want to face this 
issue head on with the Gospel. Please encourage your student to attend 
and invite a friend, this night could change their life. Dinner is just $3.
 
ELEMENT GOLF TOURNAMENT THIS WEEK - Thanks to all those who 
are helping and participating in our golf tournament fundraiser this Wednes-
day, Sept .17 at 12:00 PM at Highlands Golf Club. We hope to have a great 
day and raise some money for an awesome cause. 
 
MAGIC CITY MIACLE, 9/28 - Mark your calendar for the largest service 
event in the history of Birmingham. It is happening on Sunday, September 
28 from 12:00 – 5 PM. Students will meet at Trinity at 12 Noon and we will 
load up vehicles and head to a city-wide rally in Linn Park. After the rally we 
will head out to do service work in the Birmingham area. The middle school 
students will be doing landscaping work at Midfield Elementary School 
while the high school students will be doing minor construction and painting 
at BEAT in Ensley. At 4 PM we will load up and head back to Trinity for an 
ice cream party! We want every one of our students to participate in this 
awesome day of service. Sign your student up today at 
http://elementstudentministry.com/magiccitymiracle/
 
MAGIC CITY MIRACLE CHAPERONES - We are need 25 adults who are 
willing to drive vehicles and help chaperone for this event on 9/28. If you 
are able to assist then please register online also. Thanks!

ELEMENT CAFÉ MEETS THIS WEEK - Our after school ministry is going 
full speed! All students are welcome to hangout from 3-5:30 PM every 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoon. We ask for a $1 donation to help offset 
some of the cost and we will be selling concessions during the afternoon. 
Every student that participates in Element Café is required to have a per-
mission form completed. You can find this permission form online at http://
elementstudentministry.com/element-cafe/    
 
PRAYER BREAKFAST MEETS TUESDAY MORNINGS - 6:30 AM in 
the Youth Center. All middle school and high school students are invited. 
Prayer Breakfast is the perfect way to start a new day. The cost is $3 
for breakfast and middle school students will walk to HMS following the 
breakfast. 

As always, if there is anything that we can be doing to better support your 
student, then please do not hesitate to ask. We WANT to be there for you 
and your child.

In Christ,
David Thompson
Student Pastor
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Please continue to enjoy complimentary coffee 
served on the 3rd floor (in two areas) during the Sun-
day School hour. If you purchased a coffee card, you 
may be reimbursed. Contact Laura Eanes at leanes@
trinitybirmingham.com.

Enjoy
Coffee
on Sundays

Complimentary on 3rd Floor

Children’s Choirs

WEDNESDAY
EVENINGS 

3K - 5th grade

1st-5th grades include 

rotating weekly activities such as 

drum class, Orff and recreation.

Handbells & Chimes • 5-5:30 PM

1st-5th grade Rotation • 5:30-6 PM

All Choirs (3K-5th grade) • 6-6:45 PM

Music in

Questions? Contact Jodi Haskins 
at 879-1737.



REMEMBER OR HONOR 
A LOVED ONE
Would you like to remember or honor a loved 
one? You may donate $50 to Trinity’s Altar 
Flower Fund and have this gift acknowledged 
in the Sunday church bulletin on ANY Sunday 
selected by the giver. Donations will be used 
to purchase flowers throughout the year. The 
beautiful altar flower arrangements will be a 
blessing to those who worship at Trinity. 

You may also sponsor the weekly radio broad-
cast of the 8:45 AM service that airs Sundays 
at 9 AM on WAPI 1070. 

For more information on altar flowers or radio 
sponsorship, contact Lisa Elliott in the church 
office at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com or 
879-1737.
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PACESETTERS
• SEPTEMBER 23 - PACESETTER LUNCH, 12 NOON  
Featuring: Dr. Jacqueline Leary-Warsaw, Associate Music Professor; Direc-
tor, Vocal Studies Program at Birmingham-Southern College. She will enter-
tain us with beautiful vocal music. Dr. Leary-Warsaw has performed throughout 
the US, Europe, and South America.  She is best known to audiences around the 
world as the host of the popular series In Concert on EWTN network. Lunch is 
served at 12 Noon. Reservations required.

• SEPTEMBER 25 -  FLU SHOT CLINIC AT TRINITY
8 AM - 1 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Homewood Pharmacy will provide Flu 
Shots for $20. Medicare and some insurance accepted. Other vaccines available 
with advance request. Call Amy Lewis, 879-1737 or Homewood Pharmacy for 
details.

• OCTOBER 15 -  DAY TRIP TO HUNTSVILLE
There should be some fall color in North Alabama, as we extend our Hallelujah 
Trail experience to include Historic Churches of Huntsville. Our guided tour * 
will include the Twickenham Historic District and Old Town Historic District, 
where we will view many antebellum homes. We will learn about the background 
of some of them more interesting homes. The Historic Church Tour includes: 
First Presbyterian Church, Episcopal Church of the Nativity, Methodist-Episcopal 
Church, Temple B’nai Shalom. Our lunch stop will be at one of our wonderful 
local restaurants. If time permits, we will stop in a quirky shopping venue known 
as Harrison Brothers Hardware Store. (*Our tour guide, Jacque Reeves of Avalon 
Tours, is the author of 12 books on local history and true crime. Jacque is the 
president of the Huntsville-Madison County Historical Society, and she is the co-
founder of Huntsville Ghost Walk, Madison Ghost Walk, and Mischief and May-
hem Tours. She is past editor of Tennessee Valley Genealogical Society’s Valley 
Leaves and Huntsville/Madison County’s Historical Review. She is Associate 
Editor of Old Tennessee Valley Magazine.) Deluxe Motorcoach to Huntsville. 
Leave from Trinity at 8:00 AM.

DECEMBER 17-18 - OVERNIGHT CHRISTMAS TRIP 
Make plans to join us for a Christmas trip to Callaway Gardens and Warm 
Springs, GA. It will include a daytime guided tour of the Gardens, the Chapel, 
the Butterfly Center and more; overnight accommodations at the Mountain Creek 
Inn with buffet dinner and breakfast; and the 23rd annual Fantasy in Lights. We 
will tour the Little White House, enjoy a wonderful southern buffet at the Bulloch 
House Restaurant, and have time for some shopping in Warm Springs, GA. Cost 
includes deluxe motor-coach transportation, accommodations at the Mountain 
Creek Inn, luggage handling, dinner and gratuity, breakfast and gratuity, Fantasy 
in Lights admission, a guided day tour of the Gardens & all their attractions & 
TAX. $164 per person, double; $148 per person, triple; $140 per person quad; 
$210 single.

SAVE THESE DATES!
• December 2: UAB Symphonic Band Christmas Concert, 2 PM
• December 11: Annual Senior Adult Christmas Tea, 2-4 PM
• December 13: Mooresville Progressive Christmas Dinner and Tour

For more info on any Senior Adult event, please contact Amy Lewis at 
879-1737 or alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.



As of September 15, 2014
Regular reporting:
GENERAL BUDGET:             MONTH   
Month to Date Revenue                                $116,393
Monthly Needs to Date                         $142,945
Balance/Shortage                          $(26,552)

Capital Debt Retirement / month               $3,985
Capital Debt Retirement / to date             $65,881

Note from the Treasurer: 
Questions about church finances, income or 
expenses? If you wonder how funds are received 
or expensed, the financial books of Trinity are 
open to any member. Contact Ann Neptune at 
879-1737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

TREASURER’S REPORT

TAKE NOTE

CONGRATULATIONS
• to Bobby and Cissy LeMoine on the birth of 
their daughter, Darby Katharine LeMoine, on 
September 1. Big sister is Livy LeMoine and 
proud grandparents are Phyl and Bubba Smith.
• to Jay and Analise Glover on the baptism of 
their daughter, Noah Abigail Glover, on Septem-
ber 14.

CFT Craft Room–143
FSR Fireside Room–145
CONF Conference Room–220
SANC Sanctuary
FHALL Fellowship Hall

LIB Library–218
NAT Not at Trinity
LP Large Parlor
SP Small Parlor–105
HAVEN Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL Mouat Chapel
MS Music Suite–132
WHALL Wesley Hall
SDR Small Dining Room
FLC Family Life Center

IN THE HOSPITAL
VA HOSPITAL:                 Raymond Mitchell
 

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK
Sunday - September 21 

8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Intro to Methodism - SDR
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC 

11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
4:00 PM Youth Handbells - Rm. 225
5:00 PM Youth Choir - MS
5:00 PM Confirmation - various
6:00 PM Adult Handbells - Rm. 225
6:00 PM Element - HAVEN
6:00 PM Small Group Studies - various
8:00 PM Men’s Basketball - GYM
Monday - September 22
6:30 AM Men’s Ministry Group - SDR
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
Tuesday - September 23
6:30 AM Element Prayer B’fast - Haven
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
11:00 AM Trinity Singers Lunch - SDR
12:00 PM Pacesetters - FHALL
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & GYM
6:30 PM Young Adults (20’s) - NAT

Wednesday - September 24
4:30 PM Wednesday Supper - FHALL 

5:00 PM Kids Bells & Chimes - Rm. 225
5:30 PM Music in Motion - various
6:00 PM Children’s Choirs - various
6:00 PM Adult Studies - various
6:00 PM Men’s Bible Studies - various
6:00 PM Boy Scouts - various
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - MS
Thursday - September 25
8:00 AM Senior Exercise Class - FHALL 

3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & GYM
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IN MEMORIAM
Kenneth O. Kirk, Sr.                   September 15

We extend our love and sympathy:
• to Ann Kirkland on the death of her mother, 
Mary W. Key, on September 4. 
• to Ruth and Les Yarbrough on the death of 
her sister, Betty Hamner Cole, on September 6.
• to Jennifer Brandt on the death of her 
mother and to Alan Michael & Sarah Elizabeth 
Brandt and to Matthew Davis Brandt and to 
Heather and Josh Britnell on the death of their 
grandmother, Betty Jean Harless, on  
September 11.
• to Bill and Sara Pennington on the death of 
his father and to Dee and Chris Waldsmith and 
Elizabeth and Corey Weaver on the death of 
their grandfather and to Ben, Kate and Laura 
Grace Waldsmith and to Ema and Gaines 
Weaver on the death of their great-grandfather, 
William Fred Pennington, on September 11.
• to Ken and Katie Kirk on the death of his 
father, Kenneth O. Kirk, Sr., on September 15. 
He is also survived by his two grandsons, 
James Daniel Kirk and David Owen Kirk.

Nursery Volunteers - September 21
Jennifer Chewning & Laura Vinson 

To volunteer, please contact Barry Smith at 879-1737,
email nurseryvolunteers@trinitybirmingham.com.
Or simply sign up in the nursery on Sunday! 

1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 10:00 AM
You are invited to join this group in Room 114 
in the Nursery area... bring your little ones!
Questions? Email Kathryn at kathrb@gmail.com.



Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished weekly, except Christmas 
week, by Trinity United Method-
ist Church, 1400 Oxmoor Road, 
Birmingham (Homewood), AL 
35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER:  Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

SUNDAYS at Trinity:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM

Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood  •  Our Mission:  To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209  •  205.879.1737  •  Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Sam Poteat
801 Montclair Road, Apt. S106 
Birmingham, AL 35213
Sam joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. He works as an 
anaylst for LMS Real Estate.

Eleanor Christiansen
707 Colony Circle, Homewood, AL 35209
Eleanor joined Trinity by transfer from 
another United Methodist Church. She is 
Trinity’s Director of Elementary Ministry. 
Eleanor is married to Tyler Christiansen, 
associate pastor at Riverchase UMC. They 
have two children, Greta (7) and Wes (4).

Jay and Analise Glover
705 Cobb Street, Homewood, AL 35209
The Glovers joined Trinity by associate 
membership and by vows from another 
Christian denomination. Jay is an opthamol-
ogist resident at UAB. They have one child, 
Noah Abigail, who is five months old.

David and Kathy Senseman
2600 Lanark Road, Birmingham, AL 35223
The Lanarks joined Trinity by transfer from 
another United Methodist Church. They are 
both employed by The Maids.

Interested in Membership? Join us the first Sunday of every month in the large parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This is a time to meet the pastoral staff, 
ask questions and learn more about the core values and mission of Trinity. We also encourage you to attend “Membership 101,” a basic orientation prior to 
joining Trinity. It is offered on the second Sunday of each month. Questions? Contact Marie Pasco at 879-1737 or mpasco@trinitybirmingham.com.


